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To the THIRD VOLUME. 
SERMON I. 
OnTrIinNiTY-SUNDAY. 


St. MATTHEW viii. 18, 19. 

All Power is given to me in Heaven, and on 
' Earth. Going therefore, teach Ye all Nations, 
| baptizing them In THE NAME or THE 

FATHER, AND OF THE Son, AND OF, 


THE HoLyY-GrosT, Page 1 


LI ſhall endeavour to convince you, that 


there is a Gon. 
II. I will demonſtrate to You, that thete can 


be but one God: And 
m. I. ſhall prove to You, how very conſonant 
with Reaſon it is to believe in the reyeal'd 


Trach of Three Perſons in One Go. 7 
So ns en : 

On the Firſt SUNDAY after PENTEOOT, 

4 St. LUKE. vi. 36, | 

Be Ye merciful as alſo your Father is merciful. 33 


1. What the Works of Mercy Corpersl : prin- 
© © cipally conſiſt in. 


II. What are _ Fruits they produce, when 

| . rightly practi And 412 ; 

III. What are the eaſieſt beſt Means to ren- 
der our Practice of them truly benificial 
to Apr truly fruitful to Ourſelves. WT 

| | A 1 III. On 


S On r ENS. 
III. 31 
On the Serdbisunhar after PENT®CosT;, 


5 Being within the Oc r Avx of the Feaſt of 
the BLESSED SACGRAME NT. 


St. L U K E xiv. 16. 


A certain Man made à great Supper and call 4 
Many... . And th — All at once to make 
_ uſe.... Then the Maſter of the ruſe being 

ary ſay... None of thoſe Men who were 

, cal 12 ball taſte: my Supper. Pi. 92 

I. That ſuch a Conduct is extremely unjuſti- 
fiable, becauſe the Cauſes of it are criminal: 

II. That your Excuſes for it are fooliſh, becauſe 

the Matter of them are trivial: Aud 

III. That the Conſequences of it are terrible, 
becauſe big with Gop's Indignation. | 97 


e . tft 
On the Third Gonna after PENTECOST. 
St. LU K E xv. 7. 
7 ſay to You, that there ſhall be Foy in Hettven 
upon one Sinner who doth Penance, more 


than upon e Tg Fuſt who need not A 
nance. 


| 119 
I. That Nothing is ſo little to be depended 

upon as future Repentince, before ſinning: And 
II. That Nothing is ſo much to be deſired 


and depended upon as Preſent Repentance 
after it. | 122 


v. 

On the Pourth Sottbay after. PzNTECOsT. 
+ . LUX E's. *: ts 

And it came to paſs, when the Multititdes pri 
. bin to hear the Word wo Gop. -145 


7 
* 


I. What Diſpoſitiotis are required to hear the 

Word of Gop with Fruit: And. 

II. What are the Fruits of hearing the Word 
of God with a due Diſpoſition. © p. 150 

| A 

On the Fifth SunDay after PENTECogT. 

5 St. MATTHEW V. 21. 

Unleſs your Fuſtice abound more than That of the 
Scribes and Phariſees you ſhall not enter i#t6 
the Kingdom of Heaven. 2 166 

I. In What the Juſtice of Chriſtians ought to 
abound more thian that of Scribes and Pha- 

_—_— i SOS | 7 
II. How much the eternal Salvation of every 

Cbriſtian depends upon this excelling 

Juſtess - * 2 169 

VHC 


On the Sixth Sunday after PENTECosT. 
4; St. MAR K vii. 2. 
1 bade Compaſſion upon the Multitude; becauſe lo 
three Days they now endure with me? 189 
I. The reaſonable Neceſſity Chriſtians are 
under of placing a filial Confidence in the 
. Divine Providence. | e 
It. The Conditions requiſit to render ſich 4 
Confidence reaſondble : And 
III. The certain Advantages ariſing from ſuth 
a Confidence when it is reaſonable. 193 
| gn. bao VIII. Nee 
On the Seventh SUNDAY after PENTEcosT. 
„„. MATTHEW:vii. 18. 


Take ye great beed of falſe Prophets, wwho com 
to you in the Cloathing of Sheep, but . inwardly 
are ravening 'Wolves: By their Fruits you 
fall know bs. 1 


, 
* 
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CONTENTS 

1. How different are the Doctrin and Manners 
of theſe falſe Prophets from Thoſe of the 
True, that ) their Fruits den may know 
Them : And 

II How eaſy the Means, which will infallibly 

guard you _ every Surpriſe from 
Them. p. 218 

IX. 

On the Eighth Sunday after PENTECOST, 
St. LU KEA , 4 

The Children of this World are wiſer than the 
Children of Light in their Generation. But, I 
ſay to you : Make to you Friends of the Mammon 
of Iniquity, that, when you fail, they may re- 

cezve you into the eternal Tabernacles. 236 

I. That one Half of the Pains, which the 
Wicked take to be. viciouſly happy, would 
make them virtuoſly fo, if rightly placed: And 

II. That the ſame Pains, which the Virtuous 
take to be at laſt but imperſect Chriſtians, 

would make them quite perfect Ones, if 
rightly Managed. 240 

N. 5 
On the Ninth SUNDAY after PzXTECOST, 


St. LUKE xix. 45, 46. 
Ixsus entering into the Temple * to 15 
the Sellers therein and the Buyers, Jaying to | 
them : It is written, that on Haaſe? is the Houſe 
of Prayer, but you have made it a Den of 
. 260 
I. That every Irreverence ſhewn to the Places 
of Divine Worſhip is an exoeſſwe breach 
of Good-Manners, 
II. It is an enormous Ingratitude: And 
III. It is a manifeſt Proof of groſs Infidelity. 
265 
XI. On 


CONTENT Z, 
On the Tenth S u nDav after PENTECOST. 
St. LUKE xvüi. 10, 14. 947 
Two Men went up into the Temple to pray: the 
One a Phariſee the Other a Publican : I ſay 
to you, this Man went down 10 bis Houſe juſti- 
fed more than He, p. 287 
I. In what this perfect Purity of Intention con- 
liſts : And 
II. How neceſſary it is to render your Actions 
acceptable in the Sight of Goo. 299 
On the EleventhSynDay after PENTE cosT, 
St. MARK vii. 37, 36. 
Irsus hath done all Things well: He hath made 
both the Deaf to hear and the Dumb to ſpeak. 
And be commanded them not o tell any Body. 


"0 06 
1. In what Chriſtian Humility conſiſts. ? | 
1 * impoſſible it is to be ſaved without it: 
III. How difficult it is to be damn'd with it, 
Thus you will ſee the Nature of this Divine 
Virtue, the Neceſſity of it, and the Advan- 
tages It brings with it. 310 
e 1 
On the Twelfth Sud pA after PxxT Ecos r. 
K. LUE ET 20, 27, . 
A certain Lawyer ſtood up, tempting Cbriſt and 
ſaying, Maſter, by doing what thing ſhall 7 
' Poſſeſs Life everlaſting ? But Ixsus ſaid ta 
bim: In the Law what is written?..., He 
anſwering ſaid, Thou fhat Love the Lord thy 
Gop with thy whole Heart, with thy whole 
Sou, and with all thy Strength, and with all 
& i 


C 


. CONTENTS: 
' thy Mind; and thy Neighbour as thyſelf. And 
 Jesvs ſaid to him Thou has't anfwer*d right, 


this do and thou ſhalt live. -+ 324 
I. That it is ſovereignly neceſſary to Life ever- 


laſting : And 
I, That it is extremely reaſonable ind efficaci- 


ouſly fruitful to that bleſſed End. 335 


XIV. 


On the ThirteentbSunDay ofterPENTE cosT, 3 


GA,, 22. .:: 

2 was the Law then ? It was put for Tranſ- 
greſions . . . that the Promiſe by the Faith of. 
JEsus Cnx187 might be given to them that 
believe. 351 

I. The Nature of the ſeveral Commandments 
and the Perſons they bind. 


II. The Reaſons which oblige Men to obey them: 


And 
III. The Means to attain to a perfect Obſer⸗ 


vance of them. 4 
XV. 15 
On the FourteenthSUND Av afterPs NTE COST, 


S. MAT T HE W vi. 24, 33. 

No Man can ſerve two Maſters, For either he will 
hate the One and love the Other, or he will endure 
the One and contemn the Other. You cannot ſerog 
Gop and Mammon. Seek therefore firſt the 
Kingdom of Go p and his Juſtice. $32 

I. The Good which you are commanded to do. 

N. * Evil you are forbidden to practice: 
An 

III. To give you ſome uſeful Inſtructions to- 
wards complying with theſe great Duties. 

| 375 
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25 the SECOND VOLUME. 


| SERMON I 
On the FirftSunpay in LENT, 


| St. MATTHEW iv. 1 2:3» FI. 
| Jzsvs' was led by the Spirit into the Deſert, to 
be tempted by the Devil And when He bad 
faſted forty Days and forty Nights, afterwards 
He vas | bungry. And the Tempter ap- 
Proach d.. And when the Devil left bim; 
_ 2 Angels came and miniſter d to him. 
ole Page 1 
I. Temporal Afflictions are Nane of N 


to Sinners: 
II. Are Matter of Debt for the Penitent: And 


III. Are Matter of enevitable Gain for the J. 
On the Second 8 u N DA in LENT. 
St. MATTHEW xvii. 4. 


Lord! It is good for us to be bere: If Thou 
wilt, Let us make here Three Tabernacles, 
One for Thee, One for Moſes and One for 
» Elias,” N 8 
Vor. II. bg ä 


CON E N T 6. 


1. There is the greateſt Danger in ag 
Farthly Pleaſures Admittance into our Hearts 
Becauſe They are inconfiſtent with "reſent 
Happineſs and rao to forure ok 
city: And 2 0 

II. The great Art * ih IR uſe- 
ful is, to miſtruſt their. Approaches and to 
renounce every internal Intercouſe with them 


from the very Beginning, EW. P. 58 


III. 
On the Third SUNDAY 1 a 
t. L'U EE: AG.. N 
Jusvs was coſting-out a Devil and It vas dumb. 
And when he had caſt- out the Devil, the 
Dumb-Man ſpoke and the | Crouds were 
 aſtoniſ#d. 8 102 
I. The Abuſes committed in the Holy Sacra - 
ment of Penance, by which the Confeſſions of 
a Multitude of Chriſtians are render'd; n 
only invalid, but oftentimes Sacrilegious, a, 
for the major Part at leaſt fruitleſs : And 
II. The. Cauſes of ſuch Abuſes with the Means 
of removing Tem. 106 


. 
On MID-LENT SUN DAV. 


St. JOHN. vi. 13. 


Ixs us, when be knew that they would 2 to 
take him and make him King, fled again into 
the Mountain W alone, * 11 -6- 


I. 


CONTENT'S. 
I. The Innocent among You will infallibly fall, 
in the midſt of Occaſions ſought, or fore- 
ſeen and not ſhun'd: And 
i Amidſt ſuch Occaſions the Penitent among 
Tou will certainly relapſe. _ p. 167 
On PASSION SUNDAY, 
St. JOHN vii. 43, 48, 59. 


Jzsvs faith to the Jews: He, who is of Gon, 
heareth the Wards of Gop: Therefore you 
Hear not, becauſe you are not of Gop. The 
Fews therefore anſwer'd aud ſaid to him, 
Do not We ſay well that Thou ar't a Sama- 
ritan and hast a Dgvil ? .. . They took Stones 
therefore to caſt at bim. But Feſus bid bim- 
ſelf and went-out of the Temple. 189 
I, Every Delay of giving ourſelves ſincerely 
to Gop is a ſovereign Ingratitude: In-as- 
much as It is a rude Slight (not to call it a 
a groſs Abuſe) of the Divine Grace : And 
II. 1.5 is a ſtupid Exceſs of Raſhneſs: In-as- 
mach as it is preſumptuouſly hazarding a 
total Abandon of Divine Grace and conſe- 
quently of Salvation. | 196 


VI. 
On PAL M SUN D Ax. 


St. MATTHEW Wi. 1, 7, 8, 9. 
ben Jz$us and bis Diſciples drew nigh to 
Jeruſalem ; they brought an Aſs with it's 

a 2 | Colt; ; 


\ 


Ci: ONT" ENT 
Colt; and layd their Garments upon them, 
and made bim fit thereon. And a very great 
Multitude ſpread their Garments in the Way; © 

. and Others did cut Boughs from the Trees. 
and firewd them in the Way: And the 
Crouds, which went before and which follow'd, 

cried- out ſaying : Hos ANNA TO THE SON 
or David. p. 250 


Inconſtancy in Good is One of the Evils We 
have moſt Cauſe to dread : 


I. Becauſe It is mingled in our very Nature 
with our general Corruption ; and therefore 


requires our utmoſt Vigilance to expel it 
from our Souls : And 


II. Becauſe It is the chief Cauſe of Damna- 
tion to Chriſtians, as It was of Ruin to 
the 7ews. | 282837 


VII. 
O E AS T E R SUNDAY. 
St. MAR K wvi. 6, 7. 


Be not diſmay'd: You ſeek Ixsus of Naza- 
reth, who was. crucified : He is riſen, He 


| is not here.. . Hie goeth before you into 
| 


Galilee ;, there you ſhall ſee him. . 310 


I. What exquiſit Comfort the Myſtery of our 

| Divine Lord's Reſurrection is capable of 

1 affording to ſuch Chriſtians as take Care 

1 to imitate him in it by a perfect yo 
| Reſurrection, 


u. 


CONTENT AA 
II. What this ſpiritual Reſurrection muſt con- 


ſiſt in; and how it muſt be acquired and 
maintain'd. p. 314 


VIII. 
On LOW SUNDAY. 


St. JOHN. xx. 19. 


Jesvs came and flood in the Mid'ſt of his Dif 
ciples, and ſay th to _ Peace be to you. 


.. «7, 939 
I. That Life is not worth poſſeſſing without 
Peace : And 


II. That, They ſeek Peace in vain ** ſeck 
it out of Gop. 1 341 


_ "ger 12 
On the Second SUNDAY after EAST ER. 
St. J OHN & 12. 


The Good Shepherd giveth bis Life for his 
| Sheep. But the Hireling, whoſe own the 
| Sheep are not, ſeth the Wolf coming and 
leaveth the Sheep and fleeth. 363 


I. The Cauſes in general of the many Scan- 
dals taken by the Laity © at their Paſtors : 

II. the Danger of being eaſily ſcandalized at 
your Paſtors : | 

III. The Advantages of not being ally ſcan- 

dalized at them: And 

IV. The Means of reaping Benefit even from 
ſuch Paſtors as may give You but too much 
room for taking Scandal. 366 

5 | 6 | 8 
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* 
On the Third SunDay after EAST E *. 


St. JOHN Xvi. 20, 22. 


Amen, Amen, I ſay to You, that you Hall weep 
and lament ; bit the World fhall rejoice : And 
You ſhall be made - ſorrowful , but your Sor- 
row ſhall be turn'd into Joy .. And you 
therefore, now indeed, have Sorrow : But I 
will ſee You again and your Heart ſhall re- 

- Joice,, and your Foy No-One ſhall take from 
You 410 
I. The Joy of Worldlings is Matter of the ten- 
dereſt Pity; in-as-much-as It is a ſhrewd 
Symptom of Reprobation to eternal Woe: - 
And 

I. The Sorrows of Good Chriſtians are Matter 
of the nobleſt Emulation; m-as-much-as 

They are the bleſſed Seeds of a Fulneſs of 

Joy without End or Bounds, 412 


XI. 
Un the Fourth SUNDAY after BA 5 TER, 


St. JOHN xvi. 5. 


Mt is expedient for You, that J go. Fer if I go 
not; the Comforter ſhall not come to you: But 
if go; 1 will ſend him to you. - i 433 


I. The Nature of ſenſual Artachments and the 
Marks to know them by: And 0s 
II. The Danger of ſuch Attachments and the 
Methods of ſhunning them. 435 
| On 


CONTENT 8. 
XII. | 
"Om Fifth Soup AY after BASTER. 


St. JOHN xvi. 24. 


Until nom You have not ad any Thing in my 
Name. Ask and you Jag recerue 3 3 that your 


Foy n be fall. w #4 95 5 8 b. 447 


1 The Nature And. each. code of 
Prayer: And 43 


II. 1 W woodrous Efficacy of It. 449 


XIII. Sp pu ng” e 
2 the sunday ufter th Asc CEN $10 M. 
| . 10 K N x. RC, ce l 


When the Cou rok TER cometh, whom F will 
ſend you from the Father ;, the Spirit of Truth, 
who proceedeth from the Father ; He will give 
Teſt imony of Me: And You ſball give Teſtimony 
of Me; becauſe 2 are with me from the 


Beginning, g. 2 9 | 464 


I. The great Duty a Adrantoges which ſhould , 
urge Cathohcs to give Te efimony of Chriſt in 
the Sanctity of an edifying Life: And | 
II. The Danger and dreadful Conſequences of 
their giving Teftimony againſt Him, by the 
Scandal of an irregular Conduct. 466 
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XIV. 
On ce Pair cer or WurrT-Souxnd AY: 
St. J 0 H N xiv. 23. 1 


If Any-one love Me; He will keep my Word 
and my. Father will love Him: And We 
ill come 10 him and will make Abode with 
” Os P. 479 

L What are the chief Benefits accruing to a 

Soul which receives the Hol y-Gnosr into it: 

II. What are the Eſſentials requiſit to render a 

Soul capable of receiving the Hol y-Gnosr ; 


And 
III. What are the moſt effectual Means of 


attracting the Hor Y- GHos r into a Soul 
. nts to receive him. 481 
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TRINTTY-SUNDAY. 


— —c 


# ©: 4 


S. MATTHEW uxvili. 18, 19. 
Power is given to me in Heaven and 

on Earth, Going therefore, teach Ye all 

Nations, baptizing them In THE NAME 


oF THE FATHER, AND OF THE SON, 
AND OF THE Hor v-GHosT. 


N Ur das; yet Three in - Nous: 
1 ber? Stupendous Myſtery! No 
5 leſs than, Three All from Eter- 
| ae nity ſubſiſting ineffably diſtin, 
LEGS and {till eternally but One? In- 
— Depth! A Parent Gop not older 
than his Son; a Gop, and yet begotten, 
and yet as ancient as his Father; a Third 
proceeding from them Both, {till. Go, and 
ſtill as old, as great, as much à Gop as 
Either or as Both? Several; and yet Inſepe- 
Vol. III. B „ 


- 


a 


dx TRx1xITyY-SUNDAY. 
rable ? Diſtin& and yet eſſentially the Same? 


85 O Knot of ſacred Myſteries too high for 


Men's or Angel's Mind to reach! Abyſs too 
infinit for finite Beings to ſound ! Well was 
that glorious Light and Ornament of Chri- 
ſtian Faith, St. Auguſtin, convinced of This, 


before he finiſh'd his wondetous Treatiſe on 


this awful Myſtery. While yet this hea- 
ven-inſpired Writer was compoſing It, it 
happen'd on a time, Gop ſo diſpoſing for 
his and our Inſtruction, that his external 
Faculties, wearied with too intenſe Fatigue, 
call'd on the Saint for ſome few Minutes 
Relaxation. Accordingly, Saint-hke, ſub- 
miſſive to his humble State, he obeys the 


Voice of Gop in Nature's Call; and, to re- 


freſh his Mind for future Study, tries to 
divert it from the preſent with an Evening 
Walk along the neighbouring Beech. The 


Seas were calm; the Strand was dry and 


ſmooth; the Air Serene; and Nature feem'd 
to court him to a guiltleſs diſſipation. Still 


Auguſtin walk'd only with his Feet on 


Earth; his Mind was travelling through the 


| higheſt Heavens in ſearch of the uninveſti- 


cable Trinity. But, O the Graciouſneſs of 
Gop ! Thus ſublimely muſing, as he walks, 
an Infant Object ſuddenly attracts his Sight 
and calls-back his Soul once more to the 
Earth. The Infant, moſt exquiſitly beautiful 


of Form, with a little Shell in his Hand, 


ſeem'd eagerly buſied in filling- up, with 
8 N Water 


On TRINITY-SUNDAY, 

Water out of the Sea, a ſhallow Pit 
which he had dug in the Sand. Startled at 
the Sight, the Holy Prelate lays all other 
Thoughts aſide, and at once terrified at the 
Danger and alarm'd with Concern for his 

Safety, forgetful ' of the Gravity of his 
Station, hurries towards him. O my dear 
lovely Babe, he cries] See ſt thau the Danger 
thou ar't in, What ar't thou fo raſhly 
buſied about? What, /ays the beauteous 
Object? - I am going to confine that 
«wide that exorbitant Sea within the nar- 

*© row Limits of this little flender Pit which 
“ you here behold.” Idle Attempt, fays 
Auguſtin! Why precious Innocence! That 
Ocean is too enormous, and thy Pit too little 
to contain it. Thy Vears and thy Forces are 
too limited to compaſs ſo immenſe an Under- 
taking. And yet, replies the Infant, I ſhall 
* much ſooner compaſs it than thou wil't 
* accompliſh the Work Thou ar't aiming 
* at, Thou wilt needs explain and render 
intelligible the inexplicable uninveſtigable 


<1 Myſtery of the Trinity in one little Vo- 


lume? How much greater an Extent of 
Life and Power then has't Thou not need 
of than I? For I, once more I tell thee, 
*© ſhall much ſooner include all the Floods 
of the Sea in this trifling Space, than 
Thou can'ſt hope to explain to Others, 
** or, even comprehend thyſelf the ineffable 
F< * incomprehenſible Trinity of Gop. O 
L B 3 worthy 


b 


On TRINITY-SUNDAY, 

worthy Maxim of an Angel's Mind! 
St. Fl found it ſuch. The Angel in 
diſguiſe diſappear di in an Inſtant; and, leav- 
ing this important Inſtruction ingrafted in 
his Soul, left the ſublime Doctor to return 
Thanks to the Almighty for guarding him, 
in ſo important a Matter, from the Dangers 
of a too daring Preſumption, by the ere 
of an humble Faith. * 

Let us too, Deareſt Auditors, return our 
humbleſt Thanks and Praiſcs to our * 
ous Gop for this important Leſſon: 
which We are no leſs concern'd than — 
the Venerable Father. Out Safety is as 
much at Stake, as his, to honour and believe 
the awful Trinity. For We are Chriſtians, 
Thanks to Gbp's prevailing Grace: And the 
firſt Requiſit to Chriſtian Faith is the Belief 
in this Abyſs of Wiſdom, which we cannot, 
may not, try to fathom.. © Whoever will 
"S646 ſaved,” ſays St. Athangſus in his 
Creed, muſt before all Things hold the 
Catholic Faith. Now this | is Catholic 
t Faith; that We revere one Gop in Tri- 

© nity, and that Trinity in Unity, neither 
15 Pan 8 go the Perſons nor ſeparating 
<< the Subſtance.” This is the Fundamental 
Baſis of a Chriſtian's Faith: This the chief 
Myſtery which our Divine Me/fiah came 
from the higheſt Heavens to make known 
to Us. And therefore the laſt Injunction 

he left to his Apoſtles was, to initiate us his 


Diſciples, 


On 'Tx1n1Ty-SUunDay.) 
Diſciples, by inſtructing and grounding us 
firſt and before all other Things in the Belief 
„of this. Going, ſays he, teach Ye all 
% Nations, baptizing them In THe Names 
© Of THE FATHER, AND or THE Son, 
« AND or THe Hot y-GnosT. And to 
* confound the Pride of human Reaſoning, 
et this be your Sanction that I have com- 
“ miſſion'd you, this your Authority that I 
« have ſent you: I the Gop of Wiſdom 
* who cannot be deceived, the Gop of 
* Goodneſs who never can deceive, the 
« Gop of Power reaching ng from End to End 
* fronghl--end dijpofing all Things fwvgetly. 
<<.:Y es; WT Pouer is giving to me in Heaven 
© and on Earth; and by this Power I fend 
« you. Going therefore teach ye nll Nations 
* to believe what I have taught” you, that 
« There are Three who give 'Teftimony 
te of this infinit Power in Heaven, Me 
* Father, The Word, and the Holy- -Ghef 
„ AND THESE THREE ARE ONE. 26 
In conſequence” of this Injunction then 
it is, Dear Auditors, that the Holy Church 
ſets annually apart this Sacred. Day to 
honour and ks: the uninveſtigable My- 
ſtery of the Trinity. And ttis in conſe- 
quence of the ſame, that 1 her Miniſter, 
with 'trembling Zeal, preſume this Day to 
rouze your Piety and excite your Faith to 
honour and believe what you nor I, nor 
even n Angels, can, without Preſumption, 
hope 
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hope to fathom. Down then, O Pride of 
human Impotence! And with profoundeſt 
humble Faith this Day adore the unſearch- 
able Omnipotence of Gop. If no created 
Eye can ſteadily behold the diſtant weaken'd | 
Rays of a created Sun; can human Genius 
hope to penetrate the Center of uncreated 
Glory ? If ſcanty Nature and it's Noon-day 
Evidence of Cauſes are ſtill too dazzling for 
finite Wiſdom's feeble Force to comprehend ; 
ſhall it be capable of ſounding Gop's Im- 
menſity ? Vo, let me ask with St. PaurL, 
who hath known. the Mind of the Lord? Or 
who hath been his Counſellor ? Down then! 
O down, preſumptive Curioſity ! And, ere 
thou dive into the. hidden Depths of Gop's 
Infinity, firſt meaſure with thy Arms the 
narrow-bounded Seas; firſt ſpan the Limits 
of the Univerſe; and with a Finger touch 
the Foot-ſtool of the Almighty's Feet. Still 


_ » ſhal't thou be infinitly diſtant from him- 


ſelf. O Depth then, let us Cry with our 
Apoſtle, O Depth of the Riches of the Wiſ- 
dom and of the Knowledge of 'Gop.! How 


incomprebenfible are his Fudgments and un- 
ſearchable bis Ways ! 


Away then, Chriſtian Auditors, away 
with Reaſon now : For it is uſeleſs here. 
But? . Uſeleſs ? No. Reaſon, tho' it be not 
the Torch of Faith, it is the Shadow. It 
may not light nor go before Belief ; but it 
| ** follow and Point · out It's graceful ſolid 
From, 
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Form. The Mind of Man, in ſhort, can 
form no Arguments to make us com 
hend one. fingle Point of Faith : But it can 


| help us to Conviction, even in this ſublimeſt | 


of Myſteries, that What we cannot com- 
prehend, cannot, without renouncing Rea- 


| ſon, be diſcredited, Such is the Uſe then * 


propoſe this Day to make of Reaſon, to con- 
vince you, that this awful Myſtery of the 
Sacred Trinity, which we are here afſembled 
to adore, tho' infinitly above the Com- 
prehenſion of Reaſon, is not repugnant to 
Reaſon in. the true Motives of Credibility. 
And to avoid Confuſion in ſo exalted a 
Subject, I ſhall therefore divide thils Diſ- 

courſe into three Parts, B 


I. I ſhall endeavour to convince You, that 
there is a Gop. 
II. I will demonſtrate to You, that there 
can be but one Gop: And 
III. I ſhall prove to You, how very con- 
ſonant with Reaſon it is to believe- in 
the reveal'd Truth of Three Perſons in 
One Gop, 
All which I ſhall FER with ſome 
Reflections on the Manner in which we 
ought to behave in e of this 


Orthodox Belief. 


„ O Faber, Son, and Holy-Ghoſt! Great 
« undivided Gop! Forgive this bold At- 


* * Aſeribe it not to our preſump- ; 


% tive 


- © 
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tc tive Curioſity, but to the Ardour of our 
« Zeal for Thee, that We thus launch into 
the Depths of thy Immenfity, Guide 
us on ſafely, through this Maze of Myſte- 


* 


* 


* 


A 


„ ries, to an unconquerable Faith; that, 


10 nee we muſt be loſt to ourſelves when 
« Cer we plunge into thy vaſt Abyſs of 
ec Glory, we may be only loſt, to find our- 
c ſelves again more e and happily 
64 in Thee. | 


9 1 It is one Thing 60 know that Gon is; 
another to know What He is. That Every 


Creature who has the Uſe of Reaſon knows 


or may know : This not even the Angels in 
Heaven can completely comprehend, What 
we mean by the Word Gop is a Supreme, 
Self-exiſtent, Eternal, Independent Being 


1 on whom all other Beings depend. This 


Being then is infinit and conſequently muſt 
require an infinit Mind to comprehend what 
He is. And yet the Angels and Saints 
now ſee him; and We, when join'd with 

Them in Heaven (if - hap pily we arrive 
thither) ſhall ſee him, Po fee him wholly, 


and ſee him juſt as He 7s; but how? Not 
with an infinit Comprehenſion, but with 
extatic Adoration and ſuch a Fulneſs of 


bliſsful Knowledge as will abſorb all Faith 
and leave us Nothing more to with, For 
the eaſier Underſtanding of which, if it 
be a to compare Immenſity with 
| Lintlenels, 
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Littleneſs, thus does a Man ſurvey a Ball 
or little Globe within his View. He ſees 


it all, and ſees it as it is; yet cannot with 
his Eye reach to the Center of it, nor view 
at once the utmoſt Lines of it 8 Circum- 
ference: Vet does he ſee it wholly in it's 
varied Views, and ſees All he can wiſh to 
ſee of it as a Ball or Globe; he ſees it in 


the Bulk, and ſees it wholly, as it is in his 
Poſſeſſion. Nor can ſuch Man be ſaid, not 
to enjoy a perfect Sight of What he thus 5 


beholds, becauſe he ſees not every Part at 


once, Since That is not compatible with 


his carnal Eye. 80 neither can the Saints 
or Angels be denied a full and perfect Sight 
of Gop, becauſe their Knowledge compre- 
hends not his Immenſity. Enough is it for 
the Happineſs of finite Beings to ſee their 
Go Face to Face, juſt as he is, and rat as 
much as their created Nature can ſupport 

And ſeeing thus, They may be truly faid 


to ſee hi wholly, and ſee him in himſelf; | 


altho'. his Nature is too infinit for any 


| Mind, but his, to ow completely Hat 


N He 1 s 

Vet do the Bleſt above know infinitly 
more of Gop than we can reach to know, 
on this ſide of Death. For ſuch is the In- 
finity of his Perfections, and ſuch the finite 
limited Reach of our Underſtandings, that, 
Unable to define him, we are reduced to 


decdibs, Gop in a negative, merely negative 


Vox. III. 8 Manner, 
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Manner, by excludin 55 from our Ideas of 
him, as much as our Weakneſs will permit, 
all thoſe Imperfections which are attach'd 
to the Nature of created Beings. Accord- 
ing therefore to the Imbecility of our moſt 
ſpiritualized Ideas, We call him a Pure 
Spirit, Supreme Self. exiſtent, eternally Im- 
menſe and independently Infinit. We call 
him a Spirit, to exclude, from our Idea of 
him, All which is corporeal or ſavouring of 
the Imperſection of Matter: We call him 
a Pure Spirit, to diſtinguiſh him from Ra- 
tional Souls; which tho' Spirits, are of an 
imperfect Kind and confin d to an Affinity 
with Matter: And we call him Supreme 
and Self-exiftent, to diſtinguiſh him from 
Angels who, tho' they are pure Spirits, yet 
are infinitly inferior to Him, are Creatures 
made to exiſt by Him, and are of limited 
Perfections received from Him. By his E#er- 
nity we mean to point- out the Duration of 
his Exiſtence; which had no Beginning 
and ſhall have no End: By his Immenſity 
we underſtand his unlimited Power; Which 
extends itſelf over all Things and even over 
'the wide Waſte of Nothing : And by his 
independent Infinity we mean to expreſs his 
incomprehenſible Wiſdom, Goodnefs and 
other Attributes; by which he knows all 
Things, produces all Things, moves governs 
changes preſerves and fupports all Things, 

So far then it is plain, that Gop (as Gop) 
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has no Body; that we cannot behold him 
with corporeal Eyes; and cannot form any 
true Idea of his Nature, but by Means of the 


beatific Viſion in Heaven; or here on Earth 


by the enigmatic Mirror of Faith, which 


is a Gift of Gop in our Souls; To Faith. 


therefore we are indebted for all the Know- 
ledge We have of hat Gop is. 
ut then to know abſolutely that there is 
4 Gop, We need but have Reaſon and make 
uſe of it. For This the feeble Light of 
Reaſon is ſufficient to point-out to us, as 
David well obſerves, The Light of thy 
Countenance (O Lord) beams full upon us 


All. This every Effect of Nature ſpeaks," 


and every Being, which has a Voice, 


proclaims: All, All agree, that He made 


us, and not We ourſefves, Let us look round 


this wide Creation, and view the various 


Parts of it: What an infinity of Proofs will 


it not afford us of a ſovereign Deity ? Eye : 


but the Vegetable World: What Plant, or 
Shrub, or humble Weed, is there unſtampt 
with Marks of his Almighty Power, from 
the tall Cedar, the lofty Pine, the gayly- 
creſted Elm, or the majeſtic Oa down to 


the ſmalleſt Leaf of Graſs which almoſt 
| eludes the Sight? How regular their various 


Forms! How nice their Texture? How 


juſt the Fibres which: connect their ſeveral | 


Parts; and to Proportion add both Strength 


1 


and Beauty | Not to go lower or higher 
* 8 5 IM, than 


11 : 
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their Species? Who taught the Nightingale 
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than the Reach of every Eye,: confider the 
Lillies of the Field, how they Grow : | They. 
labour not neither do they Spin. And 
yet (as your Saviour tells you) not Solo- 
mon, in all his Glory, as array'd like One 


of Theſe. By Whom then are they cloathed 
thus gayly ? Who furniſhes them with the 


nutrimental Juices ſuited only to their. 


Nature, and with the almoſt imperceptible 
canals, which, winding in diſcreet Mean- 
ders, furniſh every Part with Life and Vi- 
gour? Who gives them the Farina to pro- 

gate their Species; and bids them riſe and 
bloom and fade, obedient to the Seaſons, as 
the Seaſons to the Year? In a word, Who 


can produce ſuch Beauty, Order, and Soli- 
dity in the Infinity of Vegetables, ſuited to 


every Climate, every Seaſon, every. Senſe, 
but an Almighty Power Such as Goo? 
If we obſerve the Senſitive Creation; 
what Being can we view, which does not 
ſpeak an infinit Creator; whether with 
Wings It skim the Air, or tread,, or crawl 

upon, or creep within the Earth, or fend 
the liquid Waters. Who gave this infinit 
Variety of Beaſts their ſeveral Natures, and 
Forms and Talents ſuited to their Nature 
and to the Preſervation of it? Who gives 
them Life and Inſtinct to purſue Delight; to 


flee the coming Danger; to chuſe their pro- 


per Nutriment; and keep the Limits of 


to 
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to ſing; and yet refuſed it Strength and 
Courage? Who made the Lion ſtrong” 
and ' vigorous; and yet deny'd it Wings? 


Whence does the ſtupid Hare learn all 
her Doubles, when the firſt - Pack of 
Hounds purſue her? Why ſhould not 


Cows yield Honey, and Bees ſometimes 

roduce, inſtead of Honey, Milk? At leaſt, 
if there was not a Supreme and Infinit 
Power and Wiſdom preſiding over the infinit 
Variety of Senſitive Creatures in the Uni- 
verſe; why ſhould not every Climate abound 


with every living Creature? And why ſhould 


not every living Creature produce promiſ- 
cuouſly another Species than it's own ? 
Why ſhould not Whales — nder Lions; 

Lions breed Eagles; A Turky hatch a Lamb; 


- 1 
b * - 
* 
. 4 y 
ou : 
* 
oy 
U 
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and Sheep bring- forth a — All which — 


the Laws of Nature have forbidden: In- 
| deed for beauteous Variety, the utmoſt 


| Diſpenſation of Production is, that where 


Two kindred Species join, a Third may 
be produced: But All beyond: the firſt of 


every Motley Breed is Barrenneſs and 
Nothing. Chance can have no hand in this 
harmonious Regulation. Elſe--- why could 


not Chance confound this Order and once 


at leaſt make Mules beget a Mule, or give 


the Properties of one determin'd Species to 
another? There muſt then be granted a 


Sovereign Power prefiding over All, guiding 
The | 


TONE and giving Laws to All. 
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The Same will appear; if We conſider 


the lifeleſs Part of Nature: Whether we 


view the liquid Air, the rolling Streams; 
or ſoar with Teleſcopes to view the Skies ; 


or even confine our Obſervations to the 


Ground We tread. Why will not every 
Soil yield every Fruit? Why will not every 
Clay ripen to ductil Gold, or every Pebble 


harden to a Diamond; but that ſome Au- 


thor of all Soils allotted all their different 


Fertilities; Why ſhall one Kind of Fiſh 


engroſs one Kind of Flood; if not directed by 


ſome Maker of both Fiſh and Flood? Why 


ſhall the Seas enraged by rufling Winds riſe 
into Billows and out-top enormous Moune 
tains, yet not preſume to over-flow an 
humble Neighbouring Plain ; if there was 
not a Sovereign Preſider over Sea and Land 
to check it with a Thus far thou ſhalt come 


and No farther. Why does not the Air 


form a like Climate in every Part of Sea 
and Land; at leaſt, at different Times? 

Why can't all Conſtitutions live with equal 
Pleaſure every-where? For whether we 
ſuppoſe this Globe of Earth and Water to 
move round it's Axis, and This to move 

about the Sun; Or whether we conceive 
the Earth to ſtand immoveable, and That 


to roll about it; certain it is that, That 


and all the Planets ſpread their Influence 
over the Whole at different Times: How 
comes it then, that the Variety of Changes 
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in-the Spheres and all their ſeeming Con- 
fuſion of Eelipſes and -other Motions make 
no Change in Theſe; but with harmonious 
Order (each Year) bring round the different 
Seaſons ſuited to ack different Climate ? 
What Anſwer can our Reaſon give but 
by recurring to a Sovereign Power con- 
trouling the Earth, 'the Seas, the ok and 
. Heavens? 

This will 25 with fuller Luſtre; if 
we conſider that World in Miniature, Man- 
kind, Max is a little World compoſed of all 
the Elements; govern'd and ſet in Motion by 
his intellectual Faculties; containing in him- 
ſelf All which is excellent i in every Part of the 
created Nature. Yet Who made us What 
we are, Beloved ? Whence do we derive- 

our Being or our Excellencies? From our- 
| ſelves?” No. No more than Brutes can 
We attribute to ourſelves what we have nor 
What we are. Whence then? From our 
| Fore-fathers? But whence did the firſt 
Father of us all proceed? It muſt be from 
ſome higher Power, who made the larger 
World and drew this- Miniature from it. 
If you will chuſe to call that Power an 
Angel, Seraphim, Intelligence, or any cb 

Name; Who made that Power? If He 
made All things himſelf unmade; what- 
ever Name you call him by; He is the 
Gop, we are talking of: If not; We muſt 
80.15 from Power to Power. And as there 
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is no human Mind which can run-on to an 
Infinity; We muſt at laſt refund all Powers 
and their Effects in One creative indepen- 
dent Power, unmade and making All: And 
That is Gop. Thus will the varied Mo- 
tions of Second Cauſes ſtill unvaried (traced 
to their Fountain-head) point us out the 
Neceſſity of a Supreme and Self. exiſtent 
Agent; who ſets all Things in en 
himſelf unmoved. 
Perhaps ſome culative Wit may think 
to clude the Force of this plain 7 5 | 
by alledging, that Each principal Part of 
Nature has a Superior Intelligence of it's 
On preſiding over it. III grant it for the 
ſake of Argument. But were not all theſe 
| pretended ſuperior. Intelligences made -by 
one Superior to them All? If ſo; by.whom 
was this ſuperlative Intelligence produced? 
If by no other; then there needs no more 
Arguments to prove a Go. This Sovereign 
Intelligence producing all other Beings, 
Himſelf produced by None, is Supreme 
Self- exiſtent, Eternal, and Independent: "IF, 
Conſequently . Gop. Or if he owes. his 
Being to another prior to himſelf,, who 
does that Prior Being owe his Exiſtence to? 
If to another ſtill before; we muſt go-on 
till we come at Some firſt Being, Who 
owes himſelf to None: And That is . 
For this is Self- evident that Nothing ca 
make itſelf. Action ſuppoſes 9 
3 


01 TRINITY-SUNDAY; 


before it has a Being: And therefore all 
Beings muſt exiſt before they can produce. 
Whereas could we ſuppoſe that any Being 
made itſelf; we muſt allow two contra- 
ditions, that the Same Being did at once 
exiſt and not exiſt, It muſt exiſt, or elſe It 


or elſe it could not be made. It is then 
abſolutely impoſſible for any Being to make 
itſelf. All Beings therefore which have a 
Beginning muſt be made; and every Being 
which is made muſt owe it's Exiſtence 
to Some Superior Being, Made or Unmade, 
If Made; He owes it to ſome other: And 
if Unmade ; then He is Gop. Again every 
Being which is made muſt preſuppoſe a 
Time in which it was not; ſince Nothing 


it be objected, that Time is the Being 
which produced all Others; not to elude 
the Objection by anſwering that Time is 


conſequently incapable of producing any 
Being, let it ſuffice to confute this Argu- 
ment with asking: Either Time itſelf Was 
made or not: If not; then we ſhall make 
a Gop of Time, by aſcribing to it the 
Properties of a- Gop's Power Supreme and 
Self-exiſting, eternal, independent, unmade 
yet making all Things: And thus ſhall be 
obliged to own, there is a GoD. Or if we 

NI. D ſay 


Exiſtence in the Agent. Nothing can act | 


could not make itſelf; and It muſt not exiſt, 


created can be of infinit Duration. And if 


Nothing permanent, no real Being, and 
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ſay more rightly, that Time itſelf was 
made ; then the Maker of it exiſted before 
all Time, conſequently his Duration is in- 
finit, and then he muſt be kn infinit Supreme 
and Self- exiſtent Durable; ; and therefore 
Gop, Thus true it is, as St. PAUL tells 
the Romans, that the invifible Things of 
_ Gop...are underſtood by thoſe Things — ch 
are made. 

. How vain then, how wretchedly empty, 
as SOLOMON obſerves, are not thoſe Men, =_ 
in whom there is not the Knowledge of Gon; 
when every Being is ſtampt with his Omni- 
potence | How beſotted They, who, attend- 
ing to the Works, have not acknowledged 
the Workman ! What ſenſeleſs Obſtinacy, 
to deny or doubt of a Sovereign Deity; 
when plainly demonſtrated in his Works 
and by the joint: Conſent of all the ſober 
Part of 8 Kind? For, tho' there have 
been and ſtill are ſome ignorant Mortals be- 
muſed with a Plurality of Gops; yet even 
Theſe have ever own'd, one God ſuperior 
to the Reſt, and Father of, or 'Tyrant over 
All. -However wrong then the Notions 
may be, which Some have entertain'd of 
Gop : All Nations, all Religions and all 
Degrees of Men combine in owning a Su- 
preme and Independent Being. If then 
there are a few Wretches, a few evil Men, 
who dare, in ſpite of the Conviction 
of their Minds, ſay, in their corrupted 
92 | Hearts ; 


* 
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Hearts: There is na God ; They are only 

Profligates, whoſe Conſciences make Tools 
of their Underſtandings; Libertins, whoſe 
Intellects are in a Naviſh Subjection to the 
Perverſity of their Hearts. Reprobates, in 
a word, who, conſcious of the Inconſiſtency 
of their flagitious Lives with the Belief of 
a Gop, are under the miſerable Dilemma of 
either denying his Exiſtence, or acknow- 
ledging themſelves worthy of his ſevereſt 
Vengeance. Hence the Miſcreants, wiſh- 
ful to evade the Puniſhments due to Crimes 
they want the Courage and Grace to reform, 
endeayour, tho' in vain, to bring themſelves 
up to the Disbelief of what they cannot 
_ conceive without Terror and Diſmay, 


II. But why, perhaps ſome illiterate 
 &. Perſons may ſay, why may we not con- 
© clude from what has hitherto been ſaid, 
* that there are more 'Gops than one ? 
* Why may we not ſuppoſe a Gon pre- 
<« ſiding over every Species; at leaſt, over - 
© every Element or principal Part of 
«© Nature?” I anſwer, Chriſtians : Becauſe 
it is abſurd, nay impoſſible, for two Gops 
to ſubſiſt and conſequently for Any more 
than One: For, if there could be two 
Gops; there might as well be two, nay 
twenty, Millions. That there cannot be 
Two is demonſtrable from the very Idea 
we have of Gop,, By the Word Gop, we 

3 D 2 underſtand 
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underſtand a Being infinit, all-powerful, 
immenſe and full of all Perfections; which 
cannot be conſiſtent with the Suppoſition 


of more Gops than One, For ---- Could 


there be Two Gops, either One of them 
would be dependent on the Other in the 


© Exerciſe of his Power, or Both would be 
Independent. Which-ever of them was 
dependent, he could not be all- powerful 


it is plain, while he wanted Power to ſhake- 
off his dependency. Neither could he be 
infinit in all Perfections, ſince he muſt abſo- 
lutely be ſuppoſed deficient of an Authority 
equal to the Gop on whom he depended. 
And if we ſuppoſe Both theſe Beings to be 
Independent; then Neither could be Gop : 
For, Both being Independent, Neither could 
controul the -Other, Neither could exerciſe 
an abſolute Power over the Effects of the 
Other. And Both would be unlimited and 
yet extremely .confined ; which is a Con- 
tradition in Terms. Both would be un- 
limited, as Both are ſuppoſed Independent 


on Each- other in their ſeveral Natures and 


Operations: And Both would ſtill be ſo 
extremely limited by Each- others Indepen- 


_ . dency, that Neither could exerciſe an abſo- 


lute Authority over the Effects of the Other, 

nor aſſume to himſelf the Sovereignty nor 

Perfections of the Other. So that there 

would be many Beings over which Neither 

could have a Sovereign independent Autho- 
| | | rity. 


[4 


On TRiNITY-SUNDAY:. 


rity. And therefore Neither could be th. * 
powerful, nor infinitly immenſe, nor con- 


ſequently Gop. For what do we under- 
ſtand by Gop; but a Sovereign Bei 


reaching from End ta End ſtrongly and 


dif} all Things ſweetly: One whoſe 
+. Wk Almighty Power Nothing 
can elude. Again if there were Two Gops; 
either One could deſtroy the Other; or 
Neither could deſtroy the Other, or finally 
Both could deſtroy Each-other, If One 


could deſtroy the Other; then He, who could 


be deſtroy'd, muſt not be Self-exiſtent, nor 
infinitly powerful and perfect, nor con- 


ſequently Gop, ſince he could not hinder. 
his own Deſtruction, If Both could de- 


ſtroy Each-other ; then Neither could be 
Gop for the ſame Reaſon, And if Neither. 
could deſtroy the Other; Neither could 
be Gop: For Gov is an infinit, immenſe, 
Almighty Being, able to make or to deſtroy: 
all Beings but himſelf, He himſelf unhurt. 
Thus then is it demonſtrable not only that 
there is a Gop, but that there can be only 
One Gop, But ----is not the eternal Fa- 


ther Gop? Ves. Is not His Divine Son 


Gop ? Yes, And is not the Holy-Ghoſt 


alſo Gop ? Yes. ---- Then ſurely there are 
three Gops? No, Each in himſelf is Goo, 
tis true: But then Each is God by the 


ſame Deity as the other Two are Gov. 
And therefore, tho their Perſons are diſtinct, 
11255 1 their 
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their Subſtance is but One. O Myſtery 


too high for naked Reaſon's Comprehenſion 


Let Reaſon then ſubmiſſively adore, while 


Faith alone now ſpeaks. Enough is it, that 


Go himſelf, who Neither can deceive nor 


be deceived, has faid it, for us to acquieſce. 
Enough is it, that He, to whom all Power 
7s given in Heaven and on Earth, reveal d 
this Myſtery to us, for us to believe it and 
adore. Enough is it, that Faith do light 


the Torch before us, far Reaſon to ſubmit 
and follow. 


III. Faith then teaches us, that the Divine 
Being is one bleſſed and undivided Trinity 
of Three Perſons in one Gop : Three Per- 
ſons, who have one and the ſame Nature, 
one and the ſame Power, one and the ſame 


| Wiſdom, one and the ſame Goodneſs: 


Three Perſons in a word, as St. Athanaſius 


rightly lays, whoſe Glory is equal and whoſe 


Majeſty is coeternal, They are perfectly 
= becauſe the Father is intire in the 


Son and in the Holy-Ghoſt; the Son is 
intire in the Father and the Holy-Ghoſt; 
and the Holy-Ghoſt is intire in the Fa- 
ther and the Son: One is not greater, 
more ancient, more powerful, or more 
infinit in any Perfection than Another, 
All the Difference, as the Athanaſian Creed, 


\ ſubſcribed to by the whole Catholic Church, 


teaches us, is, that the Father is not made 
| and / 
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and proceeds from no Other; the Son is 
from the Father, not made but begotten; 


the Holy-Ghoſt is from the Father and the 


Son, not made nor begotten but pro- 
ceeding. But how ſhall we comprehend 


all this? Why truly, Chriſtians, could this 


be brought within the Scope of our limited 


Conception; it could be no Myſtery and 


Faith muſt be uſeleſs. All the 7 then, 
which human Underſtanding can afford us, 


is, by familiar Ideas, to ſhew us, that this 


Great Myſtery, tho above our Compre- 
henſion, is not contrary to our Reaſon. To 
come therefore to the Matter and enable 
you to conceive as much of it as is poſ- 
fible for human Intelle& to reach, I ſhall 
make uſe of Some familiar Compariſons, 


Yet, by the bye, before we enter into them, 


let me juſt caution you to remember, that 
No Compariſon of Things created can 
poſſibly give any full or adequate Notion 
of this Myſtery ' too high even for the 
moſt elevated Angel intirely to compre- 
hend. | 

And yet to be convinced, that it is 


| not abſurd to believe, that Three diſtinct. 


Perſons may enjoy but one Subſtance ; we 
need but conſider the Nature of our. Souls, 
of the Sun, of Fire, nay of every Plant 
which grows. Each of us ſenſibly enjoys 
Three Powers diſtin, a Will, a Memory 
an Underſtanding : Yet are they not Three 


Souls, 
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Souls, but one. Heat, Light, and Rays ate 
three diſtin& Powers in the Sun, yet not 
three Suns. Fire, Light, and Heat are all 
diſtinct, and yet the Flame, in which they 
are, is not three Flames, but one. Nor is 
the Trunk, the Root, and Leaf three Trees, 
but One. There is indeed, I own, an 
infinit Difference between theſe and Gop's 
undivided Trinity. And ſuch there always 
muſt be between the Finite and the Infinit. 
-All I mean to infer from hence is This, 
that Unity is not repugnant to Dy/t:n#ton ; 
and therefore it can be no Abſurdity for 
Reaſon to ſubmit to Faith in the Diſfinction 

of Three Perſons in One Gop, 
* But how is it poſſible, you'll ſay, per- 
* haps, for the Father to communicate 
te his whole Subſtance to the Son and 
e the Holy-Ghoſt, without loſing it him- 
« ſelf; nor even fo much as diminiſhing 
«jt in the leaſt?” And if the Son enjoys 
it wholly ; how can the Holy-Ghoſt enjoy 
it wholly too? But let me ask you. Does 
not the Sun communicate it's Light to you ? 
And yet you ſee it ſtill retains that Light. 
What Part of Knowledge do I loſe, by 
now | inſtructing You? If I convey my 
Thoughts to You, or you communicate 
your Thoughts to me; do we not Both 
intirely poſſeſs thoſe Thoughts, without 
| Impediment to One-another, That Any- 
One of you. here preſent conceives what I 
now 


- 
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now utter to You, is ſurely no hindrance 

to the reſt from conceiving it too. Thus 

then, tho” in an infinitly = Degree, oy 
does the Eternal Father eternally communi- 
cate, his whole Divine Nature to the Son 
and to the Holy-Ghoſt, without Loſs or 
Diminution to himſelf; and thus do All 
Three enjoy it wholly, without Impods- 
ment to One- another. 

Still, /ays ſome graceleſs Ax LA, the 
« Son is begotten by the Father; and the 
5 Holy-Ghoſt proceeds from Both; They 
95 n then be equally Eternal: Since 
< He, who gives Being, muſt be prior to 
* Him who receives it. True: in created 
Beings the Giver muſt be older than the 


Receiver ; becauſe Nothing can make itſelf: -_ 


And therefore what is made muſt ſuppoſe 


a Being exiſtent before It was made, which | | 


was capable of making it. In Gop- the 
Caſe is otherwiſe: Nothing is made. And 
all the Priority in Gop is not of Time or 
Duration but of Origin. The Father then 
is Origin of the Son, but not the pre- exi- 
ſtent Cauſe of him. The Father from all 
Eternity was eſſentially Father, and there- 
fore never was or could be without his Son, 
or Either without the Holy-Ghoſt. The 
Father then is the eternal Origin of his 
eternal Son, and Both eternally are Origin 
of the Holy-Ghoſt: Vet not One of Them 
Vor. III. E could 
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could be the pre-cxiſtent Cauſe of One- 
another. For Example (as far as Example 
will bear in this Subject) Fire is falſel 
ſuppoſed to exiſt before Light and Heat, 
becaufe it is the Origin of Both. And yet 
there cannot be a Fire without Light and 
Heat. So neither copld the Sun be Sun till 
it had Light and Rays. 50 . 
But to bring This ſtill nearer to the 
humble Reach of human Capacity, One 
Obſervation will greatly centribute. When 
you meditate any Thing in your Mind, 
which is not immediately before your Eyes; 
1 You immediately form in your Mind an 
1 Image of the Thing you are thinking on. 
Thus if you are thinking on a Perſon abſent, 
or a diſtant Elephant; you frame in your 
= Mind the Reſemblance of a Man or an Ele- 
j phant, and fancy you behold it, And Such 
mental Man or Elephant is call'd by Phi- 
| - doſephers the Conception, the Child, or the 
1 Son of the Mind. Now Gop is a Pure 
= Spirit, and conſequently Thought muſt 
be eſſential to Him and his natural Opera- 
tion. Gop then muſt eternally. think; 
and therefore, from all Eternity, having 
1 Nothing ſo worthy of his Divine 'Thought | 
| as Himſelf, He muſt from all Eternity con- 
template Himſelf, and conſequently muſt 
from all Eternity beget in his Divine Mind 
the Image of Himſelf. There is wore 
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this Difference between human and divine 
Thought, that humun Thought begets not 
the very Thing thought-oh, | but only an 


imperfect Reſemblance of it: Whereas, in 


God, all is Reality, All is infinit Perfection, 
and therefore All is Go. Now if we 
could ſuppoſe Him but one fingle Inſtant 


without the perfect Knowledge of himſelf; 


he could not be eternally Wiſe and conſe. 
quently could not be 9 f and for this 
Image of Himſelf, thus eternally form'd 
within him, to be capable of giving him a 
perfect Knowledge of Himſelf, It muſt bs 
real and infinit in all Perfections, like Him. 
ſelf; and therefore muſt be Go. Nor can 
we hence conclude it to be another Gon, 
becauſe, as I have already proved; there wht 
be but O GOD. This then is his bleſfed 
Son, the Second Perfon of che Sacred Ti- 
— xity;. as the Father is the Firſt Sebi, 
St. Paul, and tightly callf'd;'\the Image . 
bis Furber _ the _ of bis 

de. 1 
2 Aer Eternal Sow, eternally know 
mg 4 infinit Perfections of his Divine 


Father, muſt love Him with an eternal 


Love, infinithy Perfect. For the Love of 
What is infinitly Iovely and infinitiy knowyn 
muſt be infidicdy Great to be proportion d 


to the Beldved and the Lover. For the 


Nrrg Reaſon, the eternal Father muſt eter- 
ä _ 


27 


2 


8 


On TRIYVITVY-SUN DA. 
nally love with infinit Love his Divine Son} 


ſo like Himſelf in all Perfections and the 


ſame undivided Subſtance with Himſelf. 
Now, as in Gop Nothing is accidental but 
All is Subſtance and Reality, 'This mutual 


Encounter of Love between Father and 


Son cannot be accidental, but all Reality, 
all Subſtantial, ' all Divine and infinitly Per- 
fect; and therefore, like the Father ah: the 
Son, all Gov. This is the Holy-Ghoſt, 


the Third Perſon of the awful Trinity. pro- 


ceeding eternally from the Other Two; and 

therefore co-equnal and .co-eternal to mem 
Both; and not different in Subſtance but in 
Perſon. For, as I have already proved, 
more Gods than One there cannot be, tho 
One there muſt be. And leſs than 7 bree 

Perſons there cannot be in this One Gop, 
nor more: For in a Pure Spirit immenſely 
Self. exiſtent as he is, tho infinit his Atri- 


butes, his Eſſence has but Two eſſential 


Acts to know and Will. dat 4 
Many Things, Beloved Chriſtians, N 
be added to illuſtrate the reaſonable Belief 
of this great Myſtery. But, to include 
All in few Words, let us ſay all we can ; 


When we have exhauſted all the Force 


of human Genius; we ſtill ſhall find our- 
ſelves infinitly beneath the Comprehen- 
ſion of it. The Wiſeſt Man is not He, 
woo can reaſon beſt in favour of it * 
| by” = 4 E, 


On TRI N Ir .SUunůav. 


He, who believes in it and adores with the 


- pot framble ſteady Faith. All I have 


ſaid then was meant, not to encourage you 


in any preſumptive Endeavours to meaſũute 


it with Reaſon; but rather to ſtrengthen | 


your Faith in it, by convincing You, that, 
infinitly ſuperior as it is to Reaſon” Reach, 
Reaſon can ſuffer no Debaſement, but will 
be elated, by ſubmitting to a religious Faith 
in it. Vour Safety, Chriſtians, does not 
depend on raſhly diving into this unfatho- 
maäble Depth; but in adoring at an humble 
awful Diſtance.” And it will wr ap 0 


„ 


atternpted. to weir FEM K. OY 

Go then, raſh Souls, whoſe curious pg 
ſumptibn will be fed with Reaſons for the 
profoundeſt Myfteries* of our Holy, Faith; 


and learn of St. Pur the Weakneſs of 
your Mind; and thence cry-out with him, 


0 depth of the Ri iches of the Wiſdom, and 


Knowledge of Gop! Let it ſuffice ro ſtreng- 
then your Belief, that Truth Eternal, who 
cannot deceive nor be deceived, has 2 5 


e 


that He, to ah all Power Was given in 
Heaven ind an Earth, ſent Us to teach it 
you baptizing yo In" TAE NaME or 
THE FATHER, AND OF THE Sox, AND OF 
PRs: HoLy-Gnosr. And reflect, that the 


BE —_ 
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Credit we owe to his: ſacred Word obliges 
us to believe it, tho we cannot compre- 
hend it. And Bleſſed are They, who” have 
not ſeen and yet (have believed. Believe 
then; and honour What you believe. Bo 
aſſiduous to pay the Sacred Trinity that Sove- 
reign Homage, which is due to it from 
Every Creature. Can you believe this Sove- 

vereign Deity to be all- wiſe, all- good, all- 
great, and preſent every-where, yet not 
behave with juſt Regard to him: Surely 
it cannot be. Be ever then, Deareſt Chri- 
ſtians, attentive to the Preſence of Gon: 
Reflect in whole Preſence you ſtand every- 
where, and at all Times; and you will 
always conform your Actions to the Dignity 
of the Monarch before whom you are. 
You will never preſume to ſpeak of Him or 
to him but with utmoſt Revetence: You will 
never dare to offend. him; but will, on the 
contrary, frequently. direct your Thoughts, 
your Works, your Words = him with 
bended Knees and bended. Hearts, and live 
in a perpetual dread of all which can diſ- 
pleaſe him. The Power of a. great Man 
will always induce us to ſtand in ſome Feat 
of him, as his Goodneſs will. compel us to 
love him, and his Preſence to ſhew him 
Reſpect. Let then the Almighty Power, 
Goodnel,, and Omnipreſence- of Gop but 


: fill your Minds ; and They will have: a like 
Effect on You. 
- Adore' 


j = 


On Tx1n1Ty-SUNDAY. 


Adore then often this Sacred Myſtery 
with Acts of Faith, of Hope, of Love 


Thouſands, who are ſtill ignorant © 


» 
t 2 


And, ta expreſs. your Gratitude, endeavour 


to communicate the Knowledge of it to as 


Many as you can. And above all do You- 
yourſelves ſtudy to engrave it in your Hearts. 


Implore inceſſantly the Bleſſed Trinity, hence- 
forth to pardon you the Crimes, by which 
you have diſhonour'd it. Intreat the Power 


of the Father, to forgive your Sins of Frailty: 


Beg the Wiſdom of the Son, to remit your 
Sins of Ignorance and Folly : And implore 


the Goodneſs of the Holy-Ghoſt, to pardon 


your Sins of prepenſe Malice done in op- 
poſition to his Grace, Do this, when- 


ever you fign yourſelves with the Sign of 
the Croſs: Do it eſpecially on Sundays, 


which are ſolemnized by the Church to 


the Honour of the Blefſed Trinity: And 


more eſpecially on this Sacred Sunday, in- 
ſtituted for the public adoration of it. But 
do it on all Days, and every Hour in the 
d R And ſince, perhaps, you have not 


hi 


ſome Offence to the Bleſſed Trinity; en- 
deavour to repair the Injury done, by 
ſuffering no Day henceforth to flip, with- 
F | * out 


, 


and frequently return Gop Thanks for 
graciouſly revealing it to You, Think on 
this Favour done to You, Were, to 


herto let any Day paſs without giving 


Fi q 
. . 
* 
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cout doing Some particular Honour to it. 
By this Means you will merit to have 
your Faith in this awful Myſtery" con- 
firm'd and augmented in this Life, till it 
ſhall pleaſe the Bleſſed Trinity to drown 
your Faith in bliſsful endleſs Certainty 
amidſt the Aſſembly of Saints in Heaven. 
To which the Divine Mercy conduct you, 
I beſeech OD: : In the pa &c. 
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, I. U Kk E vi. 36. 


Be 22 merciful, as a Io your Father is. 


| merciful. 

TIC 7 7 UT for Theſe :neffably acious 
D IS Words of my Text, Beloved 
J A $ g Audience, I ſhould be at a loſs 


do underſtand the ſublimely em- 
phatic St. Cyprian, when he ſays: 


ce 0 what a Glory muſt it not be for us 


to reſemble our Gop ! What a Beatitude, 

d to have in our Power the Practice of Vir- 
« tues which may lift us to the Merit of 

« Praiſes like Thoſe which are given to 

% Gop!” That Man was capable of a cer- 

tain diſtant Analogy with Gon in the Com- 

poſition of his Nature, I never doubted.” I 


could not have a Soul; or this Soul muſt. 


want a Will, a Memory or an Underſtand- 
3 } Vor. IN, , F ing, 


. than Ins NR 
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ing, or All; if I did not know, if I did 


not feel, that the Gop, who ds Me, 


« forni'd Me and all Mankind, like Me, to 


*Genefe i. his own Image and Likeneſs, * Yet ſuch is the 


infinit Diſtance between Gop and Us, that 
I ſhould Have thovght it a daring Degree of 
Preſumption for” Inſects like Us to aſpire 
to a Share in the Divine Praiſes ; if I did not, 
this Day, hear my Saviour invite us to it: 
Be Ye merciful; as alſo your Father is mer- 
ciful. St. Exo'indeeds obſerves, and ver 


juſtly too, that Man was created to the 


95 Image of his Divine Lord, on purpoſe 
« that he might become an Imitator of 
* him.” But 1 ſhould ſtill have thought it 
a ſufficient Honour for Man to aſpire only 
to the humble Imitation of thoſe Virtues, 
which He vouchſafed to ſet the Example 


of in his own bleſſed Perſon, after takin 


human Nature to himſelf. And tho' the 


Holy Father adds, that the true Dignity of 
©. humanNatute confiſts | in refleCting a bright 


© Reſemblance of the Divine Bounty; 5 1 
ſhould have interpreted This to no other 


Senſe than the Reſemblance Chriſt requires 


of us when He ſays, + Learn of Me; for I 
am meek and humble of Heart, But 1 find 
1 ſhould have been greatly miſtaken, It is 
undoubtedly an enviable Honour for Man, 
that He is capable of imitating the very 
Virtues of Chriſt as he was Man: But This 
0 not all the Glory He is call'd to, and 


enpable 


* 


2 after PENTECOST... 
capable of reaching. No, no, ſays St. GRE- 
% GORY, We are the very Progeny of Gon z 
** not, indeed, begotten of his Nature, but 
t freely form'd by his Spirit and regene- 
rated by his Adoption. A ge nc 
more of this Nobility do we ſhare in pro- 
« portion as we render ourſelves. more like 
e our Divine Stock, who gave himſelf to us 
* for our Model. It is not enough then for 
us to learn of the Son of Gon, made Man, 
40 be meek and humble of Heart as himſelf, 
It is not enough for us to content ourſelves 


with aſpiring to a ſhare in the Praiſes due tg 


the Virtues of his Human Nature. We muſt 


riſe yet higher and aim at Praiſes like Thoſe 


given to his Deity, by learning of the eternal 
Father to be merciful, as He alſo is merciful. 


Our Mercy then muſt be, boundleſs, | 


bis is unwearied: It muſt be , laſting and 
unbias'd, as his is eternal and impartial. It 


muſt be prompt at all Times, extended to 


all Wants, and free to all Perſons: For ſo 
is That of Gop.. Such is the Mercy of your 


Heavenly Father that He maketh his Sun to 


the 


K 


. 
ov 
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as his is infinit: It muſt be untired, as 


4 


riſe.upon theGood and Bad and raineth upon the ,. ,, , * 


Fuft and the Unjuſt : * And, of all his Divine 


Perfections, That, which He chiefly exerts 
with regard to Man, is the Attribute of his 
Mercy. For Us then to be merciful, as 
alſo our Father is merciful, our Mercy muſt 


de communicable to All who want It, to}, 
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Friends or Enemies; to Acquaintance. or 
Strangers; 'to the Worthy or the Unworthy ; 
to Soul or Body: It muſt engroſs all our Af 
fections; occupy all our Thoughts; ſhine 
in all our Actions, and be the Sum of our 
Ambition. Ah Chriſtians! This is bas 
Divine Virtue, by which you may-ap e 
the neareſt to Gop : This is the Perfection, 
in which the Deity appears with moſt Splen- 
dor and Amability in our Eyes: This is the 
Godlike Practice, which ſhall acquire You 


the moſt and moſt ſolid Praiſes, before 


Gop and Man: Wherefore, ſays the Holy- 
Ghoſt to Every-One of you by the Mouth of 
his Prophet, Let not Mercy and Truth leave 


Wee; put them about thy Throat and write 


them in the Tables of thy Heart: And Thou 


1. pal t find Grace and good Diſciplin before 
. Gop and Men: * T bis, in a Word i 


the ineffable Means which your Divine Re- 1 


deemet offers You, in order to raiſe you to a 
Participation of the Divine Praiſes: Be 17 
a fa, as alſo your Father is Merciful. And 
O! Let me ſay with St. Cypridn: .O what a 
* glory muſt it not be for Us, to reſemble 
« Our God! What a Beatitude, to have in 


s cour Power the Practice of Virtues which 


T P/abn. 
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« may lift us to the Merit of Praiſes like 
* Thoſe which are given to Gop !” 
Remember then, Beloved Children, how 
it is written, that Te are God's, and Al of 
Lou Children of the Moft- High. + Be then 


yourſelves; 


| after PENTEOOS Tr. 
| — N17 keep - up to the Greatneſs of your 
ignity; and act as becomes the Children 


of uch a Father by practiſing all the Works 


of Mercy in your Power. I have already 


(er to You elſewhere “ the ſovereign 


rtance and fruitful Neeeſſity of prac- 
Uli Works of Mercy in general, as well 
as the univerſal Facility and -indiſpenſable 


Duty of practiſing Thoſe of a ſpiritual 


; Kind. To avoid then all needle irkſom 
Repetition, I ſhall wholly confine myſelf, 


in this Diſcourſe, to the Task of layinng be- 


fore You the in difpenſable Neceſſity you 
are under of complying with that Other yet 
eaſier Duty of eagerly purſuing the Cor- 
poral Works of Mercy. Give me Haare 
therefore to ſhew You, 


3 What the Works of Mercy epd, 7 


principally conſiſt in. 
II. What are the Fruits They produce, 
when rightly practiced: And 
m. What are the eaſieſt beſt Means to 


render our Practice of them truly be- 
neficial to Others, truly fruitful to Our- 


_ ſelves, 


\ 40 Gon of Pity. and Father! of - all 


5 Mercies! O Thou who graciouſly con- 


« ſoleſt Us with Parent Tenderneſs in all 
% our Tribulations! Melt our obdurate 


fHearts into Compaſſion for thy ſuffering 
8 * our Brethren in Diſtreſs: And 

Ras 
* See Sermon on the Second Sunday in Aten, Vol. I. p. 33. 
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Ou with what the venerable St. Gregory 


On e eee 


6 Gans we cannot hope to pleaſe Thee here 
ee nor joy in Thee hereafter without en- 


_ * deayouring to be like. Thee; and never 


ce can reſemble Thee till We are merci- 
ful, as alſo Thou. 'ar't merciful; O 
“ give us a true Chriſtian Fellow-feeling 
e for all our Fellow-Creatures' Wants. 
« Soften our flinted Nature into what it 
t ſhould be; that, like Wax before the 
« Sun, We may diſſolve with pious Sym- 
«c pathy at Sight of Others Miſeries and 
© make them, for thy only Sake, our own. 


Let Mercy be our ſole Ambitions And 


be Thyſelt our only Motive. Let Mercy 
<< never quit our Breaſt; put it about our 
*. Throats and write it in the Tables of our 
« Hearts: That being merciful Ourſelves, 
« We may find Mercy in thy Sight, and 
« Life, _ Grace and * N 


1 According to the Great St. Alain in | 
his ixth Book on the City of Gop, Mercy 
e is a Fellow- feeling for the Miſeries of a 


* Neighbour, by which We are urged to 
© relieve him if we can:” Or, as He elſe- 


where defines it more fully, “ Mercy is 

ce that ſympathetic Emotion of Soul: which 
ve carries along with it Beneficence to our 
*© ſuffering Neighbours. and makes Us not 
only compaſſionate but relieve | them at 
<*: ſome Coſt of our own.” This perfectly 


ſays 


* 
* 1 * * * 
929 * wo ww 
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fays on the ſame Subject. Mercy, ſays He, 


cc 
% Miſery, the ſubje& Matter of it) is fo 
© rable when we behold a wretched Object. 
For a compaſſionate Soul is always touch d 
tc with Grief at the Sight of a ſufferin 
« Neighbour : And that ſympathetic Grief 
© makes the merciful Heart miſerable till 
It can remove Miſery from the Sufferer, ” 
Corporal Mercy then, Beloved Chriſtians, 
conſiſts in our bearing ſucha Share in the 
bodily Diſtreſſes of our Fellow-Creatures, 
as not to be able to reſt, once they come to 
our Knowledge, till we either remove thoſe 
Diſtreſſes or have uſed our utmoſt Endea- 
vours to remove them. Now the Body of 
Man may be in Diſtreſs while livi 
Society with the Soul, or when ring in 'd 
* inanimate by the Abſence of That.” Many 


and almoſt innumerable are the Caſyalties 


which may and do oppreſs the frail and 
tender Frame of Human Nature, eyen while 
in Conjunction with the Soul, with Lame- 
neſs, Sickneſs, Loſs of Limbs, or Senſes, 
Reſt and Faſe ; and which, if they do not 
Always totally diflolve i it, frequently threaten 
it with Diſſolution; and generally render tlie 
Exiſtence of it bitter. All Theſe then are 
Corporal Miſeries, which, if We have any 
human Feeling, muſt work in us a Fellow- 


1 


(which ſeems indeed to be derived from | 


« call'd from It's rendering out Heart miſe- 


ſuffering for every buman Object whom we 
know 
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know to labour under them; and All of 
them call upon us loudly to exert our utmoſt 
Offices of Tenderneſs to relieve each ſuffer- 
ing Brother. Whenever then our Neigh- 
bour is afflicted thus with Sickneſs of any 
kind, it is a Duty of Corporal Mercy We owe 
him to compaſſionate him; to viſit him, 
where we may; and it will be acceptable 
to conſole him ; and, as far as our Power 
extends, to relieve his Sufferings, if he ſtands 
in need of our Aſſiſtance, Not that our 
Corporal Mercy ought to wait till actual 
Sickneſs over-takes a Neighbour before 3 
exert itſelf in his Behalf. If Sickneſs be 
an Evil which our Mercy ſhould relieve; 
we equally ſhould ſtudy to prevent it. And 
as no Sickneſs is more grievous nor threatens 
the Body more with Diſſolution than Thirſt 
or — it muſt needs be a Duty equally 
incumbent on us to guard our indigent 
Fellow - Creatures from Either or from Both, 
as often as We have the Means to do it. 
Nor is the Mercy of a Chriſtian to con- 
fine itſelf to the bare Removal of a Neigh- 
bour's bodily Diſſolution and the 3 
Cauſes of it. No: It muſt extend even to 
the guarding him, as far as human Effort 
will allow, from every diſtant Danger of 
Deſtruction and even from every Diſcom- 
fort which may embitter Life. What Miſe- 
ries is not Man's wretched Body ſubje& to 
when expoſed to all the rude Extremes of 


the 
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| che inconſtant Seaſons ; to Heats, to Colds; 
Froſts, Winds and Rains; to Blaſts and 
Filth and Vermin and various Infections, 


for want of decent neceſſary Rayment? 


Nay. what Miſeries can It eſcape ; when, 
unprovided with a Home wherein to 
take it's nightly Refuge, It is reduced to 
' take-up with the dewy Sun-leſs Air for 
Covering. in common with the meaneſt 
Brutes? Not to mention the vicious Haunts 


and vagabond Aſſociations which Such 
Hardſhips may expoſe the Needy to, or 


keep them in : What Pains and Achs and 
Tortures muſt not they frequently endure 
from Evening Damps and Mid-night Chills 
and Morning Fogs ? What Loſs of Eaſe, of 


| Sleep, of Reſt, of Limbs, of Comfort, nay 


of Life, muſt they not linger through, 
amidſt the Dangers to which they are 
ſubject not only from the unrelenting 
Elements, but even from the more relent- 
leſs Beaſts of Prey; and ſtill much more 
from that worſt Sgrt of Monſters, human 


Night-Ravens, who rove in ſearch of Miſ- 


chief to effect it and of Innocence to de- 
vour it? And ſurely then, in either Caſe, 
the Breaſt can not be human which can 
heave. without a Pain, while at the ſame 
Time it knows a human Creature to be 


5 labouring in Diſtreſs for want of Cloath- | 


ing or a Roof to guard it from Exceſs of 
Miſery. It is not then the leaſt of Corporal 
Vor. III. G | Mercy's 
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Mercy's Offices to cloath the Naked or to 
afford the Harbourleſs a Roof. 
Again a Man may be quite free from 
Pain or Sickneſs, Thirſt or Hunger, or any 
actual Evil dangerous to his bodily Exi- 
ftence : Yet has he Limbs and Life and 
Health in vain; if Want of Liberty debars 
him of the Enjoyment of Them. Rather 
are Limbs and Health and Life a Burden 
aggravating human Miſery, where Liberty 
is wanting. It is true, that Man may live 


in Priſon or Captivity : But ſuch a Life is 


but a lingering Death: A wretched State, 
which every human Creature in Poſſeſſion 
of Senſation dreads as much, if not even 
more than, Death: Becauſe it is a State of 
Violence to the Dignity of human Nature 
born to virtuous Liberty and Freedom. It 
cannot therefore but be a Duty of Corporal 
Mercy to compaſſionate our living Brethrea 
under the afflicting Preſſure of Confinement : 
And our Compaſſion, to be real, effectual 
and Chriſtian, muſt exest itſelf even to the 
uſing every fraternal Office in our Power 
to ranſom or releaſe the Captive, where We 
may without Injuſtice, | 
In ſhort, if we ſum-up the real bodily 
Wants to which all living Individuals of 
Human Nature may be ſubject; we ſhall 
find they all amount to Theſe, Want of 
Health, Want of Suſtenance, Want of 
Comfort, Safety, Eaſe or Liberty. All 
a Theſe 
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Theſe are grievous Miſeries; and All Theſe 
We ourſelves are Every- one of us ſubject 
to. Therefore is it a Duty of Mercy in- 


cumbent on us, to ſuccour to our utmoſt 


Power every Human Creature under the 
Preſſure of All or any One of Theſe, as 
we ſhould wiſh for Succour from Them 
in the like Circumſtances. To viit the 
Sick, then, to feed the Hungry, to refreſh 
with Drink the Tiny, to chath the 
, Naked, to harbour the Harbourleſs, to vijit 
and ranſom Captives, where we have the 
Power, ares the Corporal Works by which 
we ate to exert our Mercy to the Living in 


their ſeveral. Wants. And all the chari- 
table Offices which we can render to our 


Neighbour's Body are ſumm'd- up in Theſe. 
Let us beſtow upon the Indigent our 
Goods, or Money, or Gifts, or Loans, or Pri- 
vileges, or Employments, or what we will; 
if we deſign it as an Act of Mercy, every 
Favour We beſtow upon them is and muſt 


be intended as one Means towards providing 
them with Health in Sickneſs; with nutri- 


tive Refreſhment againſt Thirſt and Hunger; 
or with neceflary Rayment or comfortable 
Abode, requiſit to skreen them from the 
| Dangers of Nakedneſs and Vagrancy, or 
finally to enable them to maintain their 


Freedom and Equality in Human Society, 


by an equitable Diſcharge of all Debts and 


Engagements with Others. For Theſe are 
N | 


G 2 "all 
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all the Corporal Wants and Miſeries which 

Man in this Life has to fear or has to feel ; 

and therefore are All, which We can ſym- 
thize in or relieve. 

There is indeed another Want, another 
Diſtreſs, which principally regards the Dead: 
And yet the Living are not wholly un- 
concern'd in it. I mean the Want of 
Burial. The Sovereign Dignity which 
human Bodies have received, from their 
Aſſociation and Affinity with the Immor- 
tal Souls which animate them, raiſe them 
to ſuch an immeaſurable Diſtance above 
the Frames of Brutes ; that they can never 
be put upon a Level, neither while living 
nor when dead, with the irrational Creation, 
without the utmoſt Irreverence and Inju 
done to the whole Species. To ſuffer then 
a human Corſe. to lie expoſed in common. 
with the Carcaſſes of unclean Juments, to 
Beaſts or Birds of Prey, is a groſs Indig- 
nity offer'd not only to the Noble and 
Immortal Soul to which It ſtill belongs, 
but even to all Human Beings, actually 
living as well as dead : Nay it is a mer- 
cileſs Addition of Diſgrace, to the Miſery 
of human Nature, in giving Brutality room 
to riot inſult and triumph over human 
Mortality. The Voice of Nature therefore 
calls upon us loudly to exert our Corporal 

Mercy towards the Dead (whenever our 
Alſſiſtance is . by providing with a 

| decent 
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decent Interment their inanimate Remains; 
out of Reſpect and Pity to the Deceaſed; 


and out of Reverence to the ſurviving 


Species, which could not but be groſſy 
injured and diſhonour'd in every Diſgrace 


which ſhould be offer'd to What is fo 


nearly allied to it as every human Corſe 


ſtill 1s. 1 
You ſee then, Beloved Brethren, that our 


Corporal Mercy muſt not confine itſelf to a 


ſtupid uſeleſs unactive Compaſſion for the 
Miſeries of Others. It conſiſts not in a 


bare good-natured Sympathy or Fellow 


feeling which ſpends itſelf in Wiſhes and 
Expreſſions. No, no: It muſt conſiſt in 
Facts. If a Brother is ſick, and our Station 
of Life will permit; We muſt viſit him: 
If he wants our Aſſiſtance, and our Time 
be our own; We muſt nurſe him; chear- up 
” irits with Words of Comfort; cheriſh 

y. with wholeſome Nouriture; and 
TSS him at our own Expence, if He 
needs it and We have it to ſpare, Phyli- 
cians, Medicines, Nurſes and all other 
Neceſſaries for the Recovery of his Health. 
And where we have it not Ourſelves, or 
cannot beſtow All or any Part of what we 
have, without grievous Detriment to Our- 
ſelves or Injury to our Family or Creditors; 
it is our Duty, at leaſt, if our Credit has 
fo much nancy to ſollicit ſuch Reliefs 
\ from 


' | 
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from Thoſe of our Acquaintance who can 

beſtow them or contribute towards them. 
Nor is it leſs the Duty of fraternal Mercy 

to uſe like Diligence, when ever neceſſary, 

towards ſupplying the Hungry with timely 

Food; the Thir/ly with opportune Refreſh- 


ment; the Harbourleſs with Shelter; theNaked 


with comfortable Rayment.; the Impriſon'd 


with Conſolation ; and the Dead with decent 


Burial, When ever then, Beloved, Such 
miſerable Objects reach your Knowledge; 
the Voice of Nature cries- out to you, have 
mercy on them ; and Grace cries louder ſtill, be 
Ye merciful, as alſo your Father is merciful. 
What! Shall this poor Family perith 
for want of neceſſary Suſtenance, be- 
cauſe the Head of it perhaps is dead; 
is ſick; is worſe than ſick or dead, is 
indolent or vicious, or at leaſt render'd, 
perhaps, unable to provide for it's Support, 
by ſome relentleſs Creditor who has caſt 
him into Priſon ? Shall a whole Family then 
periſh thus, Tay, with gnawing Hunger, 
while daily you fit down to ſach luxuriant 
Meals as might ſupply your Wants and 
theirs if rightly managed? No, you'll 
« /ay: But That is not our Caſe. Our 
*© Tables never are ſet-out with more Pro- 
« viſions than will juſt ſuffice for our own. 
« Family and Gueſs.” It may be ſo. But 
may you not oftentimes, nay ought you 
not, 
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not, to leſſen the Number of your Gueſs 


ſeldom choſen by the Rules of Hoſpitality, 


or Prudence, or Virtue, or even Decency ? 
Or might you not at leaſt reduce the Prodi- 


gality of your Meals 2% And if You did; 


does not your Conſcience tell you, that 
What you would ſpare by the leſs expen- 


five quality of your Diet, might ſnatch the 


ſtarveling Soul of many a half-famiſh'd 
Neighbour from wringing Miſery ? We ſhrink 
at the Cruelty of Canabals, who gnaw the 


- Fleſh and feed upon the Limbs of One- 
another: And what leſs Cruelty is ours; if 


we can, calmly ſwallow at every mouthful 
the Price of a poor Man's Dinner, and 
ſuffer many a One of them to 7 without a 
Meal and inwardly conſume for want of 
One, becauſe forſooth we have Nothing 
left to afford him? For ſhame then, 
Chriſtians, be not ſo mercileſs, Vou Who 
are Children of a Father, who is all. Mercy, 
Send: this ſuperfluous Diſh, that needleſs 
Portion, to the fainting Poor, Search, ſearch 
your crouded Wardrobes and clear them 


of the moth-eaten Trophies of unchriſtian 


Cruelty. Give this ſuperfluous Coat, that 
needleſs Gown, this other ſuper-numerary 
Garment, where they are wanted, where 
they are due. Give them to the naked 
Poor, who want them; and. furniſh thus 
your "Wardrobe in Heaven, Where. the 
Thief approacheth not, neither doth the Moth 
Pei, * corrupt, 


% 
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* St. Luke corrupt. * Once you have caſt them off 
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they are no longer yours. They who ſtand 


in greateſt Need of them, have the beſt 


Title to them: And this poor Babe's that 


helpleſs Widow's naked Limbs cry-out, 
they are mine. You cannot then be Chri- 
ſtians, to any Purpoſe, but that of aggra- 
vating the judgment due to your unchriſtian 
Barbarity ; if you ſee a Fellow-Creature in 
Diſtreſs and not part with Superfluities to 
relieve him. What ſhall it profit, My 


Brethren ; if a Man ſay, he hath Faith, but 
hath not Good-works? Shall Faith: be able 


to fave him, ſays St. JAMEs? + No, no: 
It is an idle Illuſion to hope it. Arid if a 
Brother or Siſter be naked and want daily 
Food, and One of You ſay to them, Go in 


Peace, be warm'd and flll d, but you 2 


them not the Things which are neceſſar 
the Body; what doth it profit? For 5 Fed 
7 It hath not Works, is dead. I How many 

ilgrims, Strangers and poor friendleſ Crea- 
tures do you not meet with, in your Way, 
lurking from Door to Door for want of a 
Home, their only Refuge from the untold 
Train of nightly Miſeries, ſome open Shed, 
ſome bleak damp diſmal Ruin, ſome miſe- 


rable Ditch or Dunghill. Can you then be 


faithful Chriſtians and yet ſo mercileſs as not 
to ſtir a Hand to skreen Chriſt's ſuffering 
Images from ſuch Diſtreſs; but calmly 
keep one half of your Manſions, nay your 


Y Out-houſes, | 


* 
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Out-houſes, uninhabited; and leave your Fel- 
low Chriſtans in a worſe Condition than your 


Hounds and Horſes? No, no: Chriſtians; 


if I muſt call you ſo: Your Faith, if It have 
not Works, and much better Works than 
Theſe, 2s dead to every Hope of Chriſtians, 
| Shall ſo many poor unhappy Mortals 
lie lingering in a wretched Priſon and 
bleed with Anguiſh to ſee their Limbs 
and Life made uſeleſs by Confinement, 
their honeſt Induſtry obſtructed for want 
of Liberty, their numerous Family juſt 
ſtarved for want of their Aſſiſtance, them- 
ſelves conſuming with Sickneſs and the 


Famine of a Jail Allowance ; and ſhall You 


not have the Soul to part with a trifling 
Sum towards the Releaſe of One of Theſe; 


nay not ſo much as ſend them a ſpare Re- 


lief, nor even conſole them with one kindly 
Viſit ? Where then are the Fruits of your 
Chriſtianity? Where is your Faith? Or at 
leaſt, where are your Works to prove the 
Soundneſs of your Faith? Is it, think you; 
conſiſtent with. the Faith and Character of 
Chriſt's Diſciples, not only to ſuffer your 
Fellow-Chriſtians, for want of that Relief 
which You could give, to yield their 
wretched Lives a Sacrifice oftentimes more 
to wringing Penury than Bodily Diſcaſes, 
but even to leave their Lifeleſs Body with- 


out Interment a Prey to inſulting Vermin 


and an Nuſance to the living Part of 
er. H Human 
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Human Nature, rather than Purchaſe it a 
Coffin or pay the mercenary Sexton's or the 
Parſon's Fee? Go then and boaſt your 
Chriſtianity to Savage Brutes, Who favs 
not the uſe of Language to reproach you, 
But brag not of your Faith to the Inhabi- 
tants of Canada: Where, if They do not 
give the Dead a Grave; They reſcue. the 
lifeleſs remains of Human Nature at leaſt 
from the Infults of Birds and Beaſts of 
Prey, by giving them a Sepulchre in their 
own Bowels, Alas! what a mere inanimate 
Belief muſt not yours be, if all the precious 
Blood which Jesvs ſhed for you cannot 
influence you to practice theſe Acts of 
Mercy, which were ſo familiar to a Captive 
like Tobiab long ere your Saviour ſhed one 
ſingle Drop for him. Ah Chriſtians ! Hear 
but this bounteous IMVaelite, who argues form 
Experience; and I defy you to be mercileſs, 
if you have any Faith, or Grace, or Bowels 
left. Of thy Subflance, ſays He, * give 
Alms ; and turn not away thy Face, from 
any poor Perſon: For ſo ſhall it come to 
paſs, that neither the Face of the Lord ſhall 
be turn'd from Thee, As Thou ſhal't be 
able, ſo be merciful. I Thou have much; 
give abundantly: If Thou have Little; fludy 
70 impart aiſo a little willingly. . . . Eat thy 
Bread with the Hungry and Needy; and of 
thy Garments cover the Naked. Set thy 


Bread and thy Wine upon the Burial of a 


Juſt 
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| uf Man : That is, in other Words, Fore- 
go thy Dinner, or ſpare a Part of it to pro- 
cure a decent Interment for. the Dead. 
What better can I add then Chriſtians than 
his Dying Words? * Hear Ye therefore, 
My. Chriſtian Children, hear your ſpiritual © 


Rinks, Serve our Lord in T, ruth; and ſeek - 


to do the Things which are pleaſing to him; 
by ſtudying to BY MERCIFUL As ALSQ 
YoUR FATHER IS MERCIFUL, Be not 
content with practiſing yourſelves the Works 
of Corporal Mercy ; but teach your Children 
and your Servants. the like Practice: Nay 
command your Children, that they alſo da 
TFuſtices and Alms-deeds, that they be 
mindful of Gop and bleſs im at all times 


in Truth and in all their Power, by being 
MERCIFUL, As He ALSO IS MERCIFUL., 


It is not enough, Beloved, that You 
ſuffer not any Mendicant to depart unbene- 


fited from your Gate: You muſt do more, 


You muſt not wait till the Poor come 


crying to your Window; Yourſelves muſt i 


go in ſearch of them. Inſtead of turning 
out of Doors, like mangy Animals, the 
Domeſtic who ſickens in your Service, the 
Voice of Corporal Mercy calls doubly on 
you to exert a charitable Care of him, 
Then is the Time to imitate the Bounty 
of your merciful Father in providing affec- 
tually for his Relief, in calling in the 
TO the the, an. if needful, 
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the Surgeon or Phyſician. - How edifying 
is it not to fee a Maſter or Miſtreſs, on 
ſuch occaſions, ſend from Table the choiceſt ' 
Morſels to a ſick Domeſtic ! How affecting 
to hear them give a general Charge to all 
their Family that no Good-Office be ne- 
glected to conſole the Patient and promote 
his Cure! How noble to ſee a Lord or 
Lady at a Servant's Bed-fide conſoling him 
with Promiſes of Care; diſſipating his 
Apprehenſions of giving Trouble or cauſing 


extraordinary Expences ; leflening his Pains 
with ſoothing Advice and ſpiritual Reflec- 


tions; ſettling his little temporal Affairs 
and providing. for his eternal Ones! O 
Chriſtians | This is being merciful indeed: 
This is being really Parents of Families, as 
You All ought to be to the utmoſt of your 
Power. What Degradation will your 
Honour ſuffer by ſtooping to a Viſit in 


a ſick Domeſtic's Room? What mighty 


Grievance to ſtep from your Appartment 
to a Garret to ſee him and queſtion him, 


whether He be well attended or neglected? 


Nothing can well excuſe you from going 
thither ſometimes yourſelves, and leadin 
with you even your Children, for Example's 


ſake, but Danger of Infection. But even 


then, if it be unſafe for Vou or yours to 


approach him; You ought to exert all your 


Authority of Promiſes or Threats, that They, 
who are ſet about him, may ſupply your 
Stead, 
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Stead, with kindly Meſſages from You 


and thnder Conduct of their own. | 
If You have no Objects of Diſtreſs, within 


your Walls Beloved ; your Corporal Mercy | 


need not therefore be quite idle, while 
there are poor ſick Families, diſtreſsful 


Cottages, Work-Houſes, Hoſpitals, or Pri- 
ſons in your Reach, No, Chriſtians : If 
you are truly merciful of Diſpoſition; if 


you are faithful in your Love of Mercy; 

Theſe will always find You full Employ. 
In all Theſe there are Objects crying-out to 
you inceſſantly, in Notes like Thoſe of 


holy Jos: * Have Mercy on Us: Have Je- 
Mercy on Us, at leaſt You our Friends: mw 


& For the Hand of our Lord hath touch'd 
e Us with Sickneſs, with Want of Neceſ- 
e ſaries, with penurious Captivity. Why 
6 40 ou, as Gor, perſecute 'Us, with 
* neglect of our Diſtreſs. He may do it 
* without Injury to his Mercy, to correct 
«© or to purify Us? But why are you fill'd 
« with our Fleſh, by rioting in — luxuri- 
* ous Plenty, Part of which ſhould be ap- 
<< plied to hinder our waſting away in 
e Want and Miſery? Why do you not 
rather, moved by our Wants, BE MER- 
„ CIFUL, AS ALs0 GOD YOUR FATHER 
* MERCIFUL ? O who will grant Us 
« that our Words, may be written in your 
„ Hearts? Who will give, that they m 
60 * be drawn, by ſome compaſſionating Hand, 
| | | cc = 
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e in 4 Book, where you may often be re- 
* minded of Them, with Tron Pen and 
ce in aPlateof Lead? Or elſe, if your Breaſts 
* are flinted into Cruelty (which Heaven 
«© forbid!) O that our Cries, with Steel, 
« might be engraved upon that Flint. 
O Chriſtians then be merciful : Harden not 
your Hearts againſt the Wants of Such. 
'Stop your Ears to Cries like theſe, which 
every Hoſpital and Priſon and almoſt 


Every-Other Cot would eccho to you; if 


the Voices within were but as loud as the 
Wants are great. 

But it is not neceſſary you ſhould hear 
the Needy's Cries, Dear Brethren ; You 


| know too well their Wants, to ſtand ex- 


cuſed; if you neglect what is in your Power 
to relieve Them. There are ſeveral Degrees 


of Corporal Mercy for you to aſpire to, ere 


You can fulfill the great Injunction, which 
your Saviour gives you in my Text, 70 be 
merciful, as alſo your Father is merciful. 
The Firſt is to have a Heart tender com- 
paſſionate and eaſily touch'd with Sympathy 
for the Miſeries of a Neighbour. But This 
is not ſufficient to diſtinguiſh us from 
Unbelievers: For This we often ſee even 
Infidels poſſeſt of. And therefore is It 
(conſider'd merely in itſelf). of little or no 


Merit, becauſe generally ſpeaking more the 


Gift of Nature than our own acquiring. 


And yet it is a Happineſs to have this firſt 


Degree, 
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Degree, as it is one Step towards our Ac- 
quiſition of the Reſt, if We improve the 


Grace of Gop within us. But otherwiſe it 
may turn-out our heavieſt Curſe, if we 


are perverſe enough to render it ſuch, by 
being, in ſpite of a relenting Diſpoſition, 
relentleſs in our Practice. The Second 
Degree then is to improve our natural 
Yieldingneſs of Heart, as far as in our 
Power lies, to the effectual Succour of 
every miſerable Object which preſents itſelf 
before us ; without Exception of Relation, 
Friend, Acquaintarice, Enemy or Stranger 
of Catholic, Heretic, or Infidel; of Good or 
Bad; provided our Relief does not in any 
manner encourage or contribute to their Per- 
verſity. For it is the Diſtreſs which chiefly 
calls on us for Succour, - Indeed in equal 
Wants the greater Merit may demand the 
Preference; where there is not a probable 
Aſſurance of gaining a freſh Soul to Gop by 
the Inverſion :- And in this Senſe it is that 


we are to underſtand St. Pavr * whete he. Galat: 
fays* Wherefore, while Me have Time, let us vi. 


work Good to ALL, but eſpecially to Thoſe, who 
are of the Houſhold of the Faith. Bat in all 
Extremities of Diſtreſs, He, whoſe Wants are 
the ſharpeſt, has the firſt Right to our Relief, 

Still is it being Merciful as yet but by 
halves; if we remain unactive till our 
Brethren's Miferies perk us in the Face. No 
if We mean to be amply merciful as our 
be bh ith Father 
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Father alſo is merciful; we muſt mount 
the third Degree, and go in Search of Ob- 
jects to exert our Mercy on: We muſt 
prevent the Withes of the Wretched. with 
our unexpected Succour ; and ſtudy to make 
the ſad Heart glad before It feels the Pain 
of asking what It wants. The Fourth 
Degree is, not to confine the Matter of our 
Mercy barely to what We can practice with 
Eaſe and without giving- up our comfortable 
Conveniences, | but even to ſhare in the 
Diſtreſſes of our Fellow Creatures by ſuffer- 
ing ſomething with Them and giving-up 
the Comforts and Conveniences of Lite to 
impart to Them the Neceſlities of it, K 
not the Solaces. 80 did our Saviour, who, 
for the Sake of ſeeking. viſiting and con- 
ſoling the Needy, left himſelf without a 
*S.Matth. Place where to repoſe his Head. * So did a 
St. Anthony, a St. Alexius, a St. Francis and 
many other glorious Saints, to become, after 
his Injunction and Example, merciful, as - 
alſo their Father is merciful. . 
But This is not the ultimate Perfediion of 
Corporal Mercy: There is a fifth Degree to 
reach, and which. We ſhould aſpire. to, to 
be merciful, like our heavenly Father, This 
laſt Degree then is, to be ii in conſtant Readi- 
neſs to risk our very Lives to ſave a Brother's 
Life. Thus much have many Chriſtian 
Heroes done before Us; or leaping into 
Lakes, to ſave a ſinking Brother; or 
— 
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throwing themſelves, in Times of Plague, 
into an infected City, to nurſe and ſolace 
the unhappy Sufferers in it. And thus, 

even in our Days, do the- Religious * 
the Order for redeeming Captives out of 
the Hands of Infidels frequently pur- 
chaſe for Others at the Price of theif 
own Freedom. Yet is this Nothing more 
than Chriſt firſt did for Them and Us, He 
gave-up his Liberty and Life to reſcue us 
from Slavery and Death: And ſo, /ays his 


Apoſtle, * We muſt do: For in This ue * 18. Fobs 


have known the Charity f Go, becauſe He" 
. hath yielded bis Life for Us: And We ought 
t yield our Lives for the Brethren, 
Reflect then, Beloved Auditors; and fee 
if you have mounted theſe Degrees of Cor- 
*poral Mercy, or which at leaſt you are 
arrived to. And Ah! Heaven grant it be 
not found, upon Examination, that you 
have not ſtept as yet ſo. much as up one 
Single-One of All, unleſs perhaps it be 
That of a mere natural Tenderneſs of 
Heart; which, left thus bare and barren 
of Improvement, can avail You' Nothing 
towards Eternity. And yet all theſe De- 
grees have been ſanctified by the Practice of 
that Lord, who, this Day, enjoins you to 
be merciful as alſo your Father is merciful. 
He practiced Mercy in Every-one of theſe - 
Degrees; and, by the Accompliſhment of the 
Laſt, in dying for us All a painful ſhame- 
Vor. III. I '- 0 
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ful Death, reach'd to the ultimate Per- 
fection of that Mercy which He requires 
A 0 
But alas, perhaps you'll ſay, we can- 
not do as much, poor miſerable Creatures 
« as we are ourſelves. Our Stations or 
our Circumſtances obſtruct our Incli- 

nations. Some of us are feeble, ſickly, 
impotent; Others needy and Diſtreſt; 
and Moſt of us are more in Want of 
Mercy than in Power to practice it.“ 
But Ah Chriſtians! Have a Care of Mi- 
ſtakes. Beware of IIluſions! Were but 
your Hearts intirely ſound; were but your 
Inclinations warm enough to urge you to 
the Trial; you would quickly find, that 
All of You (Some more, Some leſs,) may 
ſeverally contribute your certain Shares. 
You O Gentry! O Rich! O Great-Ones of 
the World! You are without Excuſe; if 
You exert not an unwearied Aſſiduity, in 
the Practice of Corporal Works of Mercy. 
Your Splendor Wealth and Power were 
given you Dy Heaven for. no other End 
than to qualify you for Diſpenſers of Gop's 
Providence to the Poor and to make you 
faithful uſeful Stewards and Purveyors to 
Them. Was it ever, thing you, or could 
it be Gop's Deſign, that this Eſtate or thoſe 
heap'd Coffers, ſufficient to ſupply the 
crying Wants of Thouſands, ſhould be 
monopolized to bloat the Pride and glut 


the 
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the Luxury of one Man and his Family; 


while hundreds of Families about him are 
miſerably periſhing for want of common 


Neceſſaries, in the very Sight of Plenty 
lock'd-up or miſapplied ? No: It is in- 


finitly beneath his Dignity and ſhamefully 
inconſiſtent with a juſt Idea of Gop's 
exalted Wiſdom and impartial Goodneſs. 
The Almighty is no Exceptor of Perſons. 
He created All Men, to provide for All 

a Sufficiency alike, altho' in different Ca- 
pacities: Nor did he make them, till He 


firſt prepared a World full wide enough 


to. hold them All, and plentifully ſtock'd 
with Fruits enough to anſwer all their 


Exigences. He gave that World and all 
it's Fruits to All in Common; and con- 


ſequently All are naturally equal Tenants. 
in it, and All have equally a natural Right 


at leaſt to a ſufficiency of Comforts. as well 


as Neceſſaries in it. And if his Wiſdom 
has thought fit to diſtribute the Poſſeſſion 
of the Goods of Nature unequally among 
Mankind ; whether he did ſo poſitively, or 
permiſſively only, it matters very little to 
to our Purpoſe, Since he created All to 
live by natural Means, and None to periſh 
or exiſt by Miracles out of the common 
Courſe of Nature; it is plain, that He in- 


effably deſign'd by ſuch a Diſpoſition, on 


one hand, to provide the Needy with 
natural Incitements to Induſtry and Labour; 
3): 1 h we 12 and, 
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and, on the other hand, to ſupply You, 
Rich-Ones, with natural Means to encourage 
and reward their Induſtry with proper 
equitable Recompences, or to relieve their 
Impotence in time of Need with every 
neceſſary Succour. Whenever therefore 
You refuſe to part with All above what 
will ſupply your real unfancied Wants, to 
redreſs the Sufferings of a Fellow-Creature 
in Diſtreſs; You are not only mercileſs but 
grievouſly unjuſt: You are Plunderer's of 


your Neighbour's Property; Leeches of the 


Poor-Man's Blood; and facrilegious Viola- 


tors of the Truſt which in their - Behalf 
your merciful Benefactor, Father, Friend 


and Gop repoſes in You : And, as Such, 


Lou may expect one Day to be arraign'd 


28. Janes 


at his tremendous Bar: Where Fuſtice with- 


out Mercy will be to him who hath not 
done Mercy. * 


But it is not neceſſary, Chriſtians, that 
you ſhould abſolutely wallow in a Pro- 


_ fuſion of unneedful Riches, in order to 


be excuſeleſs for neglecting to practiee the 
Corporal Works of Mercy. No: Where 
Much is given, indeed, much will be re- 


18. Luke quired. * But where that Much is not, but 


Kü. 


Little can be given. Yet poor in Truth, 
extraordinarily poor you muſt be; if you 
cannot beſtow your humble Mite. And 
where You have even but one 


poor fu 
fluous Mite to ſpare, and want the Souf to 
um 


” 
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ſpare it to a Brother who needs it; You are 
as covetous and Mercileſs as the heart= 
harden'd Miſer, who hoards-up uſeleſs - 
Treaſures or bolts and padlocks-up- his 
SGrainery-Doors in Time of Famine. Tis 
not your Poverty but Avarice which - ſhuts 
your Hand and Heart, Little or Much 


then be what You have to ſpare or do, 


That is what Corporal Mercy requires of 
you. As Thou fhal't be able, ſo be merciful, 
ſays ToB1an. * , Thou have Much; give. Chap i: 


abundantly: If Thou have Little; ſtudy to 


impart alſo a little, willingly. In ſhort, 
Chriſtians, upon Reflection, You may All, 
ſome way or other, be corporally merciful. 
You, O Rich, enjoy your Time and Sub- 
ſtance. at full Liberty, What then ſhall 
hinder you from hunting out the Miſerable 
in their Hovels, in Hoſpitals, Infirmaries 
and Priſons; from ſearching into their 
Diſtreſſes Wrongs and Wants; from ſeeing 
whether or not they have Juſtice done 
them by Truſtees, Keepers, Guardians or 
Overſeers, or what you pleaſe to ftile them; 


from accoſting them with Words: of Com. 


fott, and aiding them with Works of Mercy? 
What. tho' you be Sick, or Lame, or other- 


wiſe difabled from doing This in Perſon; 
cannot want Meſſengers to carry your 
Supplies where wanted, or to bring to you 
the Poor-Man's Tale. You, Merchants, 
Lawyers, Tradeſmen, may often do as 


much: 
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much: Or where you cannot of your own ; 
you may by your Sollicitations procure from 
Others wherewith to help the Poor,. to 
redreſs the Injured, to feed the Famiſh'd, 
to refreſh the Thirſty, to cloath the Naked, 
to give the Stranger a hoſpitable Shelter, 
and decent Burial to the Beggar's Corſe. 
All this you could and would do; had you 
the Poor enough at Heart to uſe the ſame 
zealous Importunity among your Friends, 


which you exert on every trivial Intereſt 


of your own ; nay oftentimes of Others, 
whoſe Intereſts it ill becomes you to eſpouſe: 
Such as the raiſing a Subſcription. for a 
wanton Ball; the making up a Purſe. for 
ſome notorious Bankrupt Rake ; or for- 
warding ſome leud Comedian's Benefit, Ah! 
How many Chriſtians, for Purpoſes like 
Theſe, ſhall wear their Intereſt thread- bare 
with All they know; yet are too delicate 
to incommode one Boſom-Friend with a 

Petition in a Poor-Man's Favour. You, O 
Lawyers, who can plead ſo loudly and can 
plead ſo long, in proſpect of a Fee]! What 
mighty Grievance would it be to you, to 


| 1 as warmly now and · then the Rights 
of a 


Poor injured Orphan, Heir, or Widow, 
who has Nothing more to give you than the 
Poor-One's Prayer. Go then and ſay, Vou 
are not merciful, becauſe you cannot be 
ſo; and ſee, if all your Quibbles will 
hold you guiltleſs, when You ſhall be 

i _ arraign'd 
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arraign'd of Cruelty at the Almighty's juſt 


Tribunal. 


Q Phyſicians Surgeons Members of the 


Faculty! What Acts of Corporal Mercy 
have you not the Power of exerting to- 
wards the Poor in Sickneſs? And what 
muſt not be your Guilt, where Avarice or 


Indolence obſtructs your Practice of ſuch 


Good? What! Shall a Fellow- Creature die, 
or be forever maim'd, for want of that 
Advice which coſts you Nothing but a little 
Breath and Skill, merely becauſe he is too 


Poor to glut your Avarice with a Fee? 


Ah! If the Words of Seneca have any 


Truth in them, as the 5 certainly have, 
when he ſays, that e, who has it in 


„ his Power to ſave a Man from Death 


© and. does not do it, may be ſaid to 
* murder him; How many Murderers 
in this Town may we not reckon-up, 
among Surgeons and Phyſicians? Butchers 
of human Nature Such; whom therefore 
no Judge takes Cognizance of, becauſe 1 
murder in cold Blood: without a Weapon 
to betray them. Thanks indeed to Heaven 
I know not One like Theſe, among You, 
O Catholics: But on the reverſe the Few, 
I know, are happily aſſiduous to the Poor 


as well Rich. At leaſt the only One, I 


have experience of, is eminently. ſo; not 
more the Doctor than the Friend of every 


Poor-Man, when he viſits once in Sickneſs ; 


no 
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no leſs careful a Preſcriber to his Patient's 
Soul than ſedulous Phyſician of his Body; 
as zealous to viſit and attend a Beggar as a 
Monarch; and One, who can fave a Life 
without a Fee as chearfully as with One. 
Such ſhould all Doctors be: And O that 
all were Such! Then ſhould it be each 
ſacred Preacher's Task to utter in the 
Church's Name, even from the ſacred 
Chair, her public Thanks to them, with 
Benedictions for the important Mercy done 
by them to her -poor helpleſs Members. 
And then ſhould every Prieſt iti every Sa- 
_ crifice fend up his warmeſt Prayers to Gop 
in their behalf. ä | 
But what ſhall I fay to You, O Men of 
Labour, Care, or Servitude, or Slavery? Are 
ou exempt by Poverty, or by Sollicitude for 
Bread, or by your neceſſary Toils, or your 
Captivity, from practiſing the Worts of Cor- 
poral Mercy? Alas! How doubly wretched 
would not your Condition be; if all the 
Hardſhips you endure were aggravated with 
the Miſery of being ſhut-out from ſuch a 
God-like Exerciſe? But Courage, Beloved 
Little-Ones of Chriſt! You are None of you 
fo Poor ſo Impotent, but You! may be as 
merciful as the moſt Wealthy of Mankind : 
Nay more, You may be merciful as alſo your 
Father is merciful. You, O working Men, 
who toil inceſſantly for a little Bread, 
would you but manage well your Time ; 
| might 
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might find more leiſure Hours than you 
now enjoy, to work, not only for your 
Families but, a little for the helpleſs Stranger: 
And would you but retrench all your idle 
Expences ; you might ſoon be in a Condi- 
tion, out of your little honeſt Gains, to ſhare 
a Portion with the Hungry, Naked, Har- 
bourleſs, or Sick; and {till maintain your 
Families better than you actually do with- 
out ſuch Acts of Mercy. But putting it 
to the worſt, if you cannot ſpare Aught to 
contribute towards building and founding 
Hoſpitals, towards victualling or evacuating 
Priſons ; you may viſit and conſole the. 
Sufferers in Them, nurſe them, help them, 
try to beg for them. If even you are your- 
felt in Priſon, Any-one of You, you can 
ſtudy to make the Burden of your Fellow- 
Captives light, by *chearfully viſiting and 
cheriſhing them and ſharing with them 
the Supplies which may be ſent you. Tobiahb 
was a Captive as well as You : Yet did he 
not . think himſelf therefore exempt from 
the Practice of every Corporal Mercy in his 
power to practice towards his Fellow Cap- 
tives. Even You, O Beggars, have ſome- 
times more Offal than your preſent Hunger 
calls for ; divide then your Dinner with a 
Brother who has none, and truſt to Heaven 
for more; truſt to the Almighty gracious 
Donor of your this Day's Suſtenance for 
the Proviſion. of the Morrow. Or if you 
r have 
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have no Meat to give; you cannot well be 
ſo diſtreſt but you may give or fetch a 
Draught of Water to refreſh a fainting 
Neighbour, Do This at leaft, where You 
can do no more ; and You ſhall receive the 
Recompence of the Merciful. For Whoſs- 
ever, ſays CHRIST. * ſhall give Drink to 
One of theſe Little-Ones a Cup of Cold Water, 
only- in the Name of a Diſciple of Mine, 
Amen I ſay to You, be ſhall not loſe his 
Reward, OE * 


Il. You ſee then, Beloved Brethren, 
how extenſive are the Obligations of Cor- 
poral Mercy: How plainly the Practice of 
It (more or leſs) is within the Reach of 
almoſt every Perſon, State and Circum-' 
ſtance: And that It conſiſts not in mere 
interior unactive Pity, or in fruitleſs Words 
of Tenderneſs, but in effectually relieving to 


the utmoſt of your Abilities the ſeveral 
Diſtreſſes you diſcover in your Fellow- 


Creatures, What then can make You, 
Many of you, ſo relentleſs to the Miſeries of 
thoſe Fellow- Creatures, as to the Shame of 
Chriſtianity, nay to the reproach of Human 
Nature, you too often are? Surely you 
never reflect on the Rewards attending on 
the Works of Corporal Mercy. Surely you + 
are not ſo much as ſenfible, What are the 

bleſſed Fruits which They. produce, when 
rightly practiſed ; or you would never be ſo 


deaf 
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deaf to the Complaints of the Neceſſitous, ſo 
inſenſible to their Diſtreſſes and loud Cries: + 
You. who are yourſelves ſo liable to the 
Same. You have the Poor continually at 
your Doors, crying-out, Have Pity on us: 
And can you be ſo void of Pity as to 
diſmiſs them Every-one empty-handed ; 
nay oftentines loaded with Injuries and 
Inſults? You have them in your Neigh- 
bourhood : You have them in your Street: 
You have them next-door to you, and 
many times under one common Roof with 
you, and know that they are in extreme 
Want of every Neceſlary: And yet can you 
be ſo barbarous as not to part with the 
leaſt Superfluity, and much leſs with one 
Conveniency, no nor take one Thought; to 
ſuccour Them? Surely, Chriſtians, your 
Bowels muſt be hard as Iron: Surely your 
Hearts muſt be condenſed into Flint ; that 
they are not to be affected by Miſeries 
yourſelves are liable to. Ah! How can 
you be thus mercileſs, and know, that all 
theſe miſerable Objects are Men, like 
yourſelves; if not Chriſtians, and ſometimes 
better Ones than yourſelves: Moſt of them 
of the ſame Country; Many of them of 
the ſame Town; Several of them of the 
ſame Neighbourhood; and Some of them, 
perhaps, of the ſame Deſcent and Lineage 
as yourſelves ? {75 
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ü You cannot be inſenſible, Dear-loved 
Auditors, of the ſovereign Need you are 
in of the Almi ghty's Mercy. It is by 
That, that you bt, that you live: It 
is That, which provides you Neceſſaries, 
Affluance, Riches: It is That which gives 
you Health, Food and Rayment; Shelter 
Liberty and Life: It is That which gives 
and preſerves to Vou your Poſſeſſions; gives 
Proſperity to your Induſtry; pourveys for 
You, for your Children and your Family : 
And was That to deſert you; Vou and 
yours would ſtrait become as wretched 
as the moſt miſerable of the diſtreſſed Ob- 
jeas, who call on you for Mercy often- 
times in vain, Ah Chriſtians! Record then 
this Thing in your Hearts with JtRE- 
* Lament. 
* MIA: “ That it is owing to the Mercies 
of our Lord, that We are not conſumed (with 
Want and Miſery, like many others:) 
Becauſe his Commiſerations have not © fail d, 
Learn therefore Compaſſion of 'Him and 
prove. yourſelves his Children by being 
MERCIFUL, AS ALSO YOUR FATHER IS 
MERCIFUL, 

You daily tand in Need of Gov's Mercy 
for the Supplies of Nature for 'the Day; 
and you are ſo conſcious of it, that Give 
us this Day, our daily Bread is your quo- 
tidian Prayer, You ſtand in conſtant Need 
of his utmoſt Mercy for the Forgiveneſs 
of your Sins, which are daily ſtruggling to 


obſtruct 
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obſtruct hisClemency and incenſe his Juſtice 
againſt you: And you are fo ſenſible of 

it, that Forgive us our Treſpaſſes is therefore 
— daily Cry. But how can you hope for 
ercy from Gop, if you are void of Mercy 
to One- another? If He exerts not his Com- 
miſeration; what Power can provide for 
your Neceſſities? By what Prayer of yours 
can you hope to ſollicit the Divine Su 
plies? Or by what Act can you merit it, 
which will not ſtand in need of being firſt 
purified by his Mercy? Know therefore t 
that Abyſs calls-on Abyſs, * Mercy is the 1 
ſureſt Means of attracting Mercy. It is your 
Gop and Saviour himſelf who tells you 
ſo: Bleſſed are the merciful; for they ſhall | 
find Mercy. + Whereas the Want of Com- IS. Mattl. 
miſeration towards your Fellow-Creatures in 
this Life will exclude yourſelves, in the Other, 
from every Effect of Mercy for a whole 
Eternity. So ſays the Apoſtle St. James: Þ 8. Jane 
Judgment without Mercy to Him . who hath © 
not done Mercy. c go N 
O the Bleſſed Fruits of Corporal Mercy, 
Chriſtians, not only to Eſcape the Rigours 
of Gov's juſt judgment due to Us, but 
even to be aſſured of his merciful Pro- 
vidence both here and hereafter ! True 
Piety conſiſts in a perfect Love of Gop mani- 
feſted in Works of Mercy to his Creatures: 
And therefore ſays the PsALxIIST, & Bleſſed 3, Hain 
#s the Man, who confidereth the Needy and 


% 
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the Poor. In the evil Day, our Lord will © 
deliver him: He will preſerve him, and give 
him Life, and make bim bleſſed upon 
Earth, and deliver him not unto the Will of 
his Enemies: He will help him on the Bed 
of Sorrow, and turn all his Couch in his 
 Tnfirmity. And This is that Piety, which 
*;7;n, iv. the Apoſtle ſpeaks of to TIMOTHVY, “ when 
He fays, that It 15 pre table to all Things ; 
Having Promiſe of the Life which now is, 
and of that to come. Good Reaſon then 
4 Pov. i. had the Divine Author of the Proverbs, + 
for the Advice he there gives us: Let not 
Mercy and Truth deſert Thee, ſays he; 
put them about thy Throat and write them 
in the Tables of thy Heart: And Thou ſhal't 
find Grace and good Diſciplin before Gov 
and Men, In fact the Rewards of the Mer- 
ciful are not put- off to a future State but 
even anticipated in This. The Man who 
is aſſiduous in the Works of Corporal Mercy 
to his Fellow- Creatures is a kind of virtuous 
Trader, who, laying-out his Subſtance on 
Others, is ſure to receive the Pledge of their 
Affections as a Security both for Principal 
and Intereſt; which He ſeldom fails to re- 
ceive in Time of Need. 07 2 
For a Proof of this: During the Perſe- 
cution of the Maelites under Sennacberib, 
the merciful Tobiab, himſelf a Captive, ſtill 
continued his pious Practice of going to Al, 
who were in Captivity and giving them 
| wholeſome 


- 
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wholeſome Admonitions : Nay daily he went 
through © his Kindred Captives, comforted 
them; and divided to Dry: one, as he was 
able of his Goods : The Hungry he nouriſh d; 
to the Naked he gave Cloaths, and the Dead 
and Them” who were flain he carefully buried. b. i; 
And O the Perils, he confronted in doing 
all This, in defiance of an an gry cruel 
and deſpotic Tyrant's Will! Butf Danger, 
did F ſay? ah! what Evils has the Mer- 
ciful to fear? Thoſe, whom Gop is with, 
Who ſhall be againſt? Tobial's s Mercy 
found him /o much Grace before Gop and 
Man, that not all Sennacherib's Authority 
could teach to hurt this one poor Captive 
in his Kingdom. He commanded” him in- 
deed 10 be flain and took all his Subſtance ; 
left. + But Tobiab had too well laid-out + Bid. - 
the Chief of his Poſſeſſions, not to find* a 
greater ſafer Capital, out of the Reach of 
Kingly Rage, in the Affections of all Good 
Men. org y Fleeing with bis Son 
and his Wife, he lay nakedly act: Becauſe 
Many Lover Him + ich are the Fruits 1 B 
of Corporal Mercy even in this Life. 
AK Chriſtians? Take then Advice, from 
the Experienced: F& Of your Subſtance give ? 2 
Ans and turn not awdy your Face * 4 
any Pbor Perſon. But 8 our Bread with 
the Hungry and Needy: Of your Garments 
cover the Naked : And ſet ' your Bread and 


Jour Wine upon the Burial of a Juſt Man. 11 | Zi. 


- 


7 


made-u pita. you, 
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In ſhort, as you ſhall be able, ſo be merciful, 


Tf you have much; give abundanth : 1f* you 


| have Little; Rudy to 1 pert alſo a little, 


willingly. For you treaſure-up to yourſelves 
a good Reward in the Day of Neceſſity. Be- 
cauſe Alms delivereth from all Sin, and Death, 
and will not fuffer the Soul to go into 
Darkneſs. GREAT CONFIDENCE, in a 
word, BEFORE GOD MOST HIGH, SHALL 
ALMs. BE . To ALL WHO. DO 1T, 6 
Chriſtians! What greater Fruits then can 
you wiſh for in this Life? To what better 
Advantage can you lay-out your little For- 
tunes, than to purchals a perfect Freedom 
from Sin and Death; to be ſecured againſt 
Want; to be ſafe — — the Divine Pro- 
tction, in. the Good-will of all your Fel- 
low-Creatures; ; to be even beloyed by Many ; 
and not only to Ha Intereſt. and Capital 
ut farther to be enrich d 
with Treaſures in the End? _ 
_ * Glorious Encouragement, indeed! you'll 
ie ay; were we ſure that This would be 
* alway s the Caſe... But how often, on 
te the — do not we ſee the Merci- 
e ful become the Dupes of their inconſide- 


© rate Liberality ? How many do e. not 


© ſee. reduced to Beggary and all the Ex- 
* tremities of Want, by having through 
te their exceſſive Bounty to Others, laviſh'd 
ce thoſe Fortunes which would nom tand 
ls them inStead? Where then is the Pru- 

de dence 


* 


hid them in his Houſe, and at Midnight f Bit. 
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te dence in labouring to drag Others out 
of Calamity at the hazard of plunging 
*© ourſelves into it?” But O Fooliſh and 


flow of Heart ! Theſe are the Arguments 


of the Fleſh, of the Senſe, of the Paſſions, 

of unchriſtian Puſillanimity and Diffidence z * 
not the Reaſonings of Faith and Mercy 
becoming Chriſtians. What worſe Situa- 

tion could Any of You be reduced to 

your : fraternal Mercy than Tobiab was, at 

the very Time of giving this Advice: KA 
miſerable perſecuted Captive ; robb'd of his 
Subſtance ; naked, poor, blind, and help- 
leſs; render'd blind and helpleſs by the 
very Act of practiſing Mercy in the Burial 

of the Dead; and therefore unpitied by the 


very Perſons who loved him? And O too 


raſhly merciful Tob:ah, let Me alſo reproach 

thee with thy worldly Friends! What ? Even 

now Thou was't commanded to be flain becauſe 

of this Matter, and thou ſcarce did ſt eſtape | 
the Commandment of Death; and ds /t Thou * Chap. ii, 
again = the Dead? * Yes, yes, Chri- 
ſtians: Tobiab is not ſo eaſily frighted : 

Fearing GoD more than the King, He till 

took the Bodies of Them who were lain, 


buried them. T And what, you'll ſay, did 5 
« he get by ſo doing; when, wearied 

« with burying and laying him down to ſleep, 

< hot Dung out of a Swallow's Neft fell upon : 154 
«- bis Eyes and blinded bim? | th | 
Vol. III. L Ah! 
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Ah! What indeed has thy Mercy 
avail'd thee, O hapleſs Good Man? Where 


is thy Hope now, for which Thou did ft 


beflow Alms and Burial? * Alas | Thy 


| Hope is become manifeſtly vain, and thy Alms 


have now appear d. But! Hold ſhallow 
* ſighted Mortals, replies the Holy-Man. 
te Speak not ſo: Becauſe We are Children of 

* Holy-Ones, and look for that Life which 

% Gop vill give to them who never change 
* their Faith from Him to earthly Proſpects. . 
Know then that, if I have loſt my corpo- 
* ral Eyes, I have gain'd a double Light 
of Soul to ſee more clearly into the 
future Mercies of the Gop who viſits 
% me, Yes, I ſee more clearly than ever 
* that Thou ar't juſt, O Lord; and all thy 
« Tudgments are juſt, and all thy Ways 


 ** Mercy and Truth and Judgment. & There- 


«fore do I truſt, that I ſhall not only feel 


thy Mercy in the Life to come but find 


it anticipated even in this. We lad in- 
« deed at preſent, a poor Life; but ue ſhall 
yet "have many Good Things, if we con- 
% tinue to fear Gon,” || LU ng. 

O Chriſtian Auditors! Should 1 attempt 
to make You reaſon thus in Time of Trial 


would you not, Many of you, think, 


J trifled with Vou? And yet fo far is this 
from trifling ; ſo far was this good Patriarch 


from reaſoning wrong, that this very Trial 


itſelf was ſent him as a Mercy, for his 
5 greater 
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greater Purification: And Gop, in his good 
Time, diſpatch'd no leſs a Perſonage than 
One of His Archangels- to deliver him 
from It; to reſtore to him every earthly 
Comfort ; and to aſſure him of his eternal 

| Favour, For an aſſured Proof of This take 
the celeſtial Meſſenger's own Words: Praiſe 
Ze the Gor of Heaven, and before All who 
live confeſs to him; becauſe he hath done 
mercy with You , . . When Thou (Tobiah) did 
pray with 7. gars and did'ſt bury the Dead 

and left thy Dinner, and did 7 hide the 
Dead by day in thy Houſe and by Night did ſt 
bury them; I offer d thy Prayer to our Lord. 
And becauſe Thou was't 3 to Gor, 
it was neceſſary that Temptation ſhould prove 
Thee. And now our Lord ſent me to cure , 1. 
Thee. * Go, then Chriſtians, and ſay, if . * 
you can, that the Fruits of Corporal Mercy, 

even in this Life, are not great and certain 
when ſteadily purſued. Go, doubt or deny, 
if you be able, that GREAT CONFIDENCE 
BEFORE GoD MOST HIGH, SHALL ALMS 
BE TO ALL THEM WHO DO ir and are 
merciful as alſo their Father is merciful. 

And if ſuch and ſo great, Beloved Bre- 
thren, are the anticipated Fruits which a 
ſteady Purſnit of the Corporal Works of 
Mercy abound with, even in this Life ; O 
think! How ample and how glorious muſt 

not Thoſe be which are reſerved for the 
as in the Life to come? O what 
| 555 tranſporting 
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tranſporting Joy muſt it not be for Them 

to hear the Lord of Mercy inviting them 
to his Embraces amidſt an innumerable 
Choir of Angels with theſe endearing Ac- 
cents, Come, Ye Bleſſed of my Father Poſſeſs 
You the Kingdom prepared for You from 
the Rr of the World. * And tis 
peculiarly to Them that JzsUs will addreſs 
himſelf, In Proof of which I cannot for- 
bear repeating here the Words of the vene- 
rable Peter of Ravenna. © In the Kingdom 
of Heaven, ſays he, before all the Angels 
es at the general Congreſs of Mankind re- 
* ſuſcitated, no Mention is made by the 
Fe Almighty of an Abel's Sufferings, of 
© a Noah's Labours for the Preſervation of 
* the World, nor of the Legiſlative Toils 
of a Moſes, nor yet that a Peter was cru- 
* cified like his Saviour. No, no: All 
hs which is heard is, that the Poor has been 

e fed. In ſhort, All, we hear him take 
© Notice of is. I was hungry and You 
« gave me to eat, I was Thirſly and 
* Nu gave me to drink, &c, For He 
* alone, who is merciful, is worthy of 
* Mercy.” In fact, the Obſervation of 
this venerable. Writer is very true. The 
whole Work of our Beatification, is the 
Work of Divine Mercy: And this Mercy 
of Gow is chiefly the Recompence of the 
Mercy we practice to our Fellow-Creatures 
for his Sake. For it We read he Deſcrip- 


tion 


after PENTECOST. 


tion which Jesvs gives us of it in the xxw'th 
of St. Matthew ; we ſhall find, that the 
Glory and Bliſs, which Gop beſtows on his 


Elect, are not given them as a Premium of 


their Learning, Wiſdom, Patience, Forti- 


tude, Sufferings, Labours ; or any other Vir- 


tues than their Mercy, which is the Soul and 


Sovereign of them All, And therefore He 


ſays not: © You were wiſe, You were 


* knowing, You were Laborious; You 
* writ for me, You ſpoke for me, You 
* fought for me; You faſted for me, You 
pray d to me, You ſuffter'd in my Name. 


No, No: All this is paſt over in Silence, for 


what is far more material, IJ was hungry, 


and Nu gave me to Eat: I was thirty 


and You gave Me to drink, I was a Stran- 


ger and You took me in; Naked, and You ' 


cover d me; Sick and You vifited Me. I 
vas in Priſon and You came to me. For 
Amen I ſay to you, as long as You did it 
fo One of theſe my leaſt Brethren, you 
did it to Me. It is their Mercy then, 
above all their other Virtues, which will 
entitle the Saints to the eternal Bliſs - which 
is prepared for them. O bleſſed Virtue, 
which can entitle us to ſuch immenſe Re- 


wards}, Ah Chriſtians! Can You then Be- 
lieve in theſe Rewards and not aſpire to 


them, by ſtudying to be merciful as alſo your 


Father is merciful? No, Beloved: It is ſurely 


impoſſible, It is derogatory to your Piety and 
it's Hopes: 
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Hopes: It is inconſiſtent with your Faith: 
It is irreconcileable with your Good-Senſe. 
Give me leave then to draw to a Concluſion 
by briefly obſerving to you What are the 
eaſieſt beſt Means to render your Practice 
of the Corporal Works of Mercy truly bene- 


ficial to Others, truly fruitful to your- 
ſelves. 


III. The Advantages then, Chriſtian 
Auditors, which theſe Godlike Forks are 
capable of yielding both to You who be- 
ſtow them, and to Thoſe who receive them, 
very greatly depend on the Circumſtances of 
Quantity, Quality, Manner, Time, Place 
and Motive. The Quantity can be only de- 
termin'd by Every-one's Ability. More un- 
doubtedly is required by Almighty Gop 
from the Rich than from the Poor ; more 
from the Great and Powerful, than from 
the Little and Inſignificant. The Widow's 
Gift was acceptable, tho' but a Mite; and 
a few Pence now and then may be ſufficient 
from a labouring Man who has a large Fa- 
mily'; nay leſs may be accepted from an ab- 
ſolute Mendicant ; when large Sums ſhall 
be fruitleſs from One, who has much larger 
to ſpare. Nor is Any-one of Theſe to con- 
tent himſelf with doing an Act of Mercy 
to an indigent Neighbour for once and 
away. No, fays a Reverend Author. He 
e loſes all the Benefit of his former Works 


of 
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te of Mercy, who thinks it enough that 
* he has given a hungry Neighbour once 
e wherewith to eat. Whereas he ſends 
* before him to the Throne of Gop ample 
* Proofs of his Mercy, who never diſ- 
*© miſſes a Poor Man fad from before him. 
For our Mercy then to be effectual, it muſt 
be laſting and ample as our Abilities We 
muſt relieve All we can; as far as we can, 
without grievous detriment to ourſelves and 
Families ; as long and often as We can and 
their Neceſſities require. | 
Again to make our Works of Mercy truly 
beneficial to Others, and a rational Service 
to Gop in Us, we muſt weigh well the 
Quality of our Works and the Quality of 
the Objects on whom: we practice them, 
To give to the Poor our tainted Meats, our 
mouldy Bread, our ſour'd Liquors, or other 
Proviſions too bad for Ourſelves or Families 
to eat (if not bad enough for domeſtic Ani- 
mals to refuſe) inſtead of being an Act of 
Mercy, is a cruel Inſult to their Diſtreſſes. 
If- we have any thing to beſtow; it ſhould 
be of the beſt ; or, at leaſt, Nothing worſe 
than we-could comfortably feed-on ourſelves. 
Remember, Chriſtians, that what you give 
to the Poor you give to Chriſt: For as long 
as You did it to One of Theſe my Little-Ones, *s. Mann. 
fays he, You did it to Me. Judge you then *. 
whether it can be merciful, nay decent, or 
not rather impiouſly cruel, to offer to I ESS 
1 CHRIST 
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CuRr1sT the mouldy tainted Remains of 
your Luxury. Ah! For ſhame, Chriſtians, 
be merciful as becomes Chriſtians to be. Be 
merciful as alſo your Father is merciful. 
He gave not to you the Refuſe of Nature, 
but the Flower of it. He even gives you 
the Bread of Angels his Son's ſacred Body. 
Give then, when you do give, What be- 
comes a Chriſtian to beſtow and a Chriſtian 
to partake of, Uſe yourſelves to the Good 
Habit, at your Feaſts and Entertainments, of 
ſending your unneceflary Diſhes, to ſome of 
the poor Families in your Neighbourhood, 
| whom you know to be ſtarving amidſt a 
number of young Children, while you have 
an Abundance even to a Surfeit: And take 
care that They be not the worſt at your 
Table; Remember that the Poor, if they 
are well, have a Palate toreliſh what is good 
and a Stomach to reject what is nauſeous as 
well as you: And if they are fick ; they (alas 
poor Things!) ſtand more in need of little 
Niceties than you. Imagin then, when you 
ſend or carry any thing to Theſe, that you 
are miniſtering to your, fick Saviour; and 
ſtudy Delicacy for Them, as you would 
do for Him, under ſuch a Circumſtance. O 
what a glorious Work of Mercy is not That, 
which Some pious Matrons employ their 
leiſure Hours in, of preparing wholeſome 
Medicines for the diſtemper'd Poor. How 
pleaſing it is to Gop, is ſufficiently manifeſt 
ITE from 


* 
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from the many and almoſt miraculous Cures 


which He oftentimes enables their untutor'd 
Clemency to perform, as much to the re- 

roach of human Art as they are generally 
belide it's Rules. But then: O how care- 
ful and tender ought not Such to be, not to 
| loſe the Merit and good Effects of ſo noble 


a Work of Piety, for want of a Spirit and 


Diligence to procure the beſt of Drugs and 


Ingredients ! Otherwiſe they may chance to 
be cruel in their Mercy. How heinous a 
Cruelty then, inſtead of a Mercy, muſt it 


not be for thoſe Apothecaries and Makers 


of Noſtrums, who give (if it be eyer true 


that they do give) their Medicines at a a 


cheaper Rate to the indigent Sick, to empoi-. 
ſon them with the damaged Dregs of x 5 
Shop! However they may call it Mercy, I 
can think it nothing better than palliated 
Murder; whoſe only Title to eſcape the 
Scourge of the Law is the eluding ihe Eye 
of it. Whenever then we do a:Work of 


Mercy, we are doing nothing to the pur- 
if We do not weigh the Quality as well 


as the Subſtance and Quantity of the Act. 
So too, if we dg not examin into the 
Quality of the Subject; our Mercy may be 
groſly miſplaced: And if it is not; it is 
merely by chance that we are right. When 
I talk of the Quality of the Object, I would 
not be underſtood to mean his perſonal 
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Merit or Demerit as a Man ; but the Qua- | 
lity of his Diſtreſs, and ether he be a 


real Object or not. The temporal Subſtance 


of no Man is infinit, nor extenſive enough 
to ſupply the Neceffities of All whom He 


knows, or may know, to be in real Want; 


and mach leſs will it Flies to give to All 


who really feel, and to All who counterfeit | 


Diſtreſs, Whatever then is given to an 


| Impoſtor is robb'd from Some of Thoſe 


whoſe Miſery is undiſguiſed, I cannot then 
but think it an important Part of the mer- 
ciful Man's Duty, not only to do all the 
Mercy he can, but even to uſe his utmoſt 
Diligence that his Mercy may not be miſ- 
applied: And therefore it ſurely muſt be a 
Fault whenever through Indolence of Mind 
we neglect that Duty. Since, by ſo doing, 
Such of us as are Stewards for the Poor are 
cruet in dur Mercy, and become acceſſory 
to Fraud, to the diſadvantage of the real 
Needy ; beſides encouraging the Inſolence 
of ſuch Trading Beggars : Whereas, when 
we have done our beſt to find the real Poor, 
our Conſcience is diſcharged ; and, tho' we 
be impoſed upon; our Mercy is the ſame as 
if it had been ever fo well applied. Ac- 


cording to the Objects which preſent them- 


felves before us, our Mercy may be Matter 
of Preference, of Equality of Choice, of 
Suſpence, or of ſuch Neceſlity : as cannot 


be 
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be diſpenſed with: And This we can never 
- diſtinguiſh rightly, without ſome Conſide- 
ration of the Quality of the Objects. 

I mean not however by This, Chriſtians, 
that we are not to afford the Poor any Re- 
lief, till we have firſt ſeverely tortured them 
with abundance of Croſs-Queſtions. No: 
= Perſon of any penetration will ſtand in 

little need of Theſe to find-out the 
he Objects. Neither is it, but very ſeldom, 
of any farther Service than to tempt. the 
Perſon we interrogate. to lie and impoſe 
upon Us the more. Mercy to be mercifully 
practiced muſt be accompanied with Affa- 
bility ang Tenderneſs of Manners: Other- 
wiſe it is making the Poor dearly purchaſe 
the Relief we give them; if, by the Num- 
ber of our Queſtions, the Severity of our 
Words, or the Roughneſs of our Looks, we 
make a Sale of our Mercy at the Price of 
the Bluſhes we put them- to. No: Our 
Gifts muſt be beſtow'd with Readineſs and 
Gaiety of Countenance, as St, PAUL ad- 
viſes, not out of Sadneſs or out of Neceſſity 
For Gop loveth à chearful Grover, * And a: 
this is the only Way in reality to be merci- 
Jul as alſo our Father is merciful, He 
gives not his Benefits to us in a reluctant p 
or reproachful Manner, Away then, Chri= 
ſtians, with all Inſults to the Poor,  Whe- 
ther you give, or give them not; whether 


oa think them worthy of Jour Aid or 
| 2 | not ; 
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not ; diſmiſs them without Injuries, with- 
out Reproaches of Poverty, of Lazineſs, of 
their Number of Children, and other ſuch 
like Taunts, which often embitter the Re- 
lief you give, and render their Burden of 
Mendicity intollerable. Remember to deal 
your Mercy to Them as Gop deals his to 
you: Who giveth to All abundantly and 
upbraideth not. | 

But if You wiſh, dear Chriſtian Audience, 

to have your Works of Corporal Mercy doubly 
uſeful to yourſelves and to Thoſe in whoſe 
behalf you practice them; let your Manner 
of beſtowing Relief be not only affable but 
edifying and religious. Make your Corporal 
Mercy a Means of ſpiritual Relief, an Inſtru- 
ment to bring their Souls to Gov. Take 
thence occaſion to inſtruct the Poor in the 
chief Points of Chriſtian Faith and Morals. 
Teach them to ſearch into the true Cauſes of 
their Diſtreſſes: Exhort them to examin,. 
whether that extreme Poverty has not been 
the Effect of extravagant Debauchery; whe- 
ther this Illneſs be not the Child of Glut- 
tony, Luft, or Enmity or Rage; whether 
that other Diſorder be not the Puniſhment 
of Pride, Ambition, or ſome other ſinful 
vehement Paſſion.” Remind them with 
holy Jos, + how Gop is greater than Man, 
and how, flat He may turn a Man from b 
thoſe Thing s, which he doth amiſs and may 
4 ver bin from Pride, He rebuketh bim 


alſo 
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alſo by Sorrow in the Bed and niaketh all 
tis Bones to wither. re finally exhort 
him to acknowledge the juſt Judgment of 
Gop and to ſollicit his Mecty by ctying- 
out in the midſt of his Diſtreſs, I have finn d 
ani indeed I have offended ; and, as I was 5 
worthy, I have not received, * Thus will you * Big. | 
render your corporal Succour truly merciful 
by making it irituaiiy ſo; and thus will 
5 go a great ſtep towards being merciſii 
as alſo your Father is merciful. - For thus 
did he practiſe in all his Corporal Cures: 
Thus did he make Relief inſtructive to One, 
ſaying, F Nu can ſt believe; all Things are 
Na e to him-who beljeveth; + and thus did 3 
with wholeſome Advice diſmiſs Another; 
Behold! Thou ar't whole: Sin no more, left 
ſome worſe Thing happen to Thee. | 
But farther, Deareſt Chriſtians, your Mercy 
will run the greateſt Risk of being gene- 
rally miſmanaged, if you conſult not Time 
and Place in practiſing the Corporal Works 
of it. Time then you ſhould conſult, not 
-only in the Works themſelves but, for the 
very Means to. practiſe them. There are 
Objects which require your Relief; yet 
anon may do as well as now, the Morrow 
as well as the preſent Day: But there are 
Others, whom it is of the moſt urgent Ne- 
_ ceflity to relieve immediately. Not feeding. 
not curing, not probing, not dreſſing the 
| Wounds of this Man immediately, 7% 
\ - negatively 
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negatively kill bim. Without this imme- 


diate Good Office, that Man will be infal- 


libly thrown into a Jail, and his Family 


thereby ruin d. This other young Creature 
is in the Extremes of Danger; if you flee 
not then directly to her Aſſiſtance, her 


| Honour is loſt. To run then to this Priſon 


or to that ſick Man, before Theſe Objects 


are relieved, is Mercy ill- timed and miſplaced. 


Some want Bread, Others want Work; 'This 
wants it to-day, the Other not till to-mor- 
row. One wants it but Once; Another for 
a Continuance, Time therefore and Place 


muſt direct your Mercy, to make it orderly 
in the Relief of Each according to their 
| ſeveral Degrees of Want. One Time if 
you give your Benefaction in public, You 


give the unhappy Sufferer a greater Pain, 

than you remove, by the Confuſion you put 
him to. Another Time your Mercy will 
be double, if you give it in Public; either 
by ſetting Others Example to contribute 
their Shares to the Relief of a Diſtreſs You 
cannot yourſelf wholly remove; or elſe by 
cauſing Edification at leaſt in the Spectators, 
who, ſeeing your Good-works, will glorify your 
Father who is in Heaven. And theſe indeed 
are the only Views in which your Mercy, 
to be truly Chriſtian, can be done. And 
then, as St. Gregory obſerves, ©* Our Actions 
* are to be in public ſo as that our Intention 
** may ſtill retain it's inward Privacy.“ 
Wt: >; | Thus 
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Thus far then is plain, that the Per- 
fection of our Corporal Works of Mercy 
greatly depends upon their being rightly 
timed and rightly placed. And full as evi- 
dent it is, Beloved, that a proper Management 
of Time and Place will greatly contribute to 
facilitate to You ſuch Works of Mercy. You 
have not wherewith yourſelves to relieve. 
effectually the real Neceſſitous. Join then 
your Mites together; erect Societies of Cha- 
rity; and, by this Means, the Mites of many 
will produce a Treaſure for the Poor. Ol 
What a Shame is it not, that, in ſo wide a 
Land there ſhould not be ſufficient Charity 
among all Vou, Chriſt's beſt Diſciples, to 
found and ſupport above one poor pom of - 
this Nature; that even the One ſubſiſtin 
ſhould not be enabled by you to afford the. 
Poor above a few ineffectual Shillings, a 
Fortnight's ſcanty Firing, or a Week's penu- 
rious Proviſions ; and that the Needy muſt 
even periſh for Want of ſuch a faint Supply, 
but for the dear-miſs'd Gifts of Many a 
labouring Man, who generouſly ſpares it out 
of the Fragal Gains on which his humble 
Family's Support depends: While Many of 
You who roll in Wealth pretend you know 
not where to beſtow your Charity; and Others 
of you are at leaſt enjoying comfortable Afflu- 
ance, yet cry, you have not to beſtow in Alms! 
O Chriſtians! If you have not Alms to give; 
you : ſoon may have. You then who have 
Eſtates 
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Eſtates and yet are moneyleſs at the Year's 
End! Lay but a charitable Tax on your 
Eſtates, 5 appropriate a certain Portion of 
vour Rents, when you receive them, to carry 
in Priſons Hoſpital and Poor Men's Houſes ; 
or to diltribute among the Prieſts you know 
for that Effect: And I will promiſe you, in the 
Name of Gop, that you ſhall be at the Year's 
End, more rich than you are now. You who 
have no Eftates! Lay-by, each Month, a Por- 
tion of your little Gains, for the Poor ; and 
you ſhall find your Subſtance, like the Wi- 
dow's Jar of Oil, overflowing. Give of what 
you reſerve by this Means to hole for whom 
you are loudly importuned by the Diſpenſers 
of Gop's Myſteries to you and of his Provi- 
dence to them. In * Beloved, be merci- 
Hul. Be largely ſo, as. alſo 27 Ka is. 
Remember that He Ka hy ws ſharing 7720 
reap but ſparin 77 Whereas 25 thy 
Laer. ix. in Bleſſings, of Blęſings alſo ſhall rea 
: 's WA 1 


I have but one Thing more to add, Be- 
loved Brethren : And That indeed 1 is of as 
much Importance as any Thing | I. have 
hitherto offer'd to you. As yet I B iven 
you only the Structure of Corporal, ency, 
without the Roof; the Body without the 
Soul. An Edifice is of no uſe, till 28 - 
cover'd: So is the Frame of every Creature 
a mere uſeleſs lifeleſs Lump without a Soul: 
And ſo is every Virtue a mere fruitleſs 


Thing without a virtuous Motive, For 
your 


: = 
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your Mercy then to be like That of your 
celeſtial Father, your Motive in the Practice 


of it muſt be pure and holy as his. Goo 


in the Mercies he exerts to all his Creatures 


has nothing elſe in View but Sovereign Good. 


He has no Intereſt in them: But the Com- 
munication of his Love, for his eternal 
Glory's ſake and their Advantage, is his 
diſintereſted Motive for all the Good he 
does Them. Such too muſt be the Mo- 
tives of your Mercy. Your Corporal Works of 
Mercy muſt not be done out of mere Senti- 
ments of Humanity; of natural Compaſſion; 
of Fancy, Liking, Parentage or Friendſhip; 
nor with a View of earthly Intereſt. For 
that is acting -more like Men, like mere 
Philoſophers, or worldly Politicians, than 
like Chriſtians, ' Tis being merciful more 
as Mortals than as your heavenly Father. 


Your Motives muſt be ſolely to pleaſe Gs 


and draw down his Mercy on yourſelves and 


Thoſe to whom you are merciful: Your 


ſovereign End muſt be to do the Will of 
Gop; to ſeek his Praiſe and Glory; and to 
copy after him in being merciful, as alſo He 
is merciful, And if Views like Theſe have 
not the Sovereign Aſcendant in your Hearts 
and all your Acts of Bounty; be aſſured, 
your Mercy will at leaſt be fruitleſs, if not 
oftentimes - pernicious: Away then, Chri- 


ſtians, away with thoſe vain empty Motives - 


of wanting, like the Phariſees, to be cried- 
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ap for mighty Alms-givers ; of giving becauſe 
this or that Perſon will ſee or know it; be- 
cauſe this or that Perſon gave, and you will 
not be ſeen to do lefs than Others. Much 
more away with thoſe dark diabolic Purpoſes 
of doing Mercy for ſome vicious End, to 
enſnare, to over- reach, or to betray, 
To conclude, Deareſt Fellow-Chriftians, 
Be Je merciful, as alſo your Father is merci- 
ful. Exerciſe yourſelves in all the Duties I 
have here pointed-out to You, as belonging 
to the Corporal Works of Mercy, in the moſt 
perfect and extenſive Manner your Abilities 
will allow. Let Gop be the pure ſole ſove- 
reign End of your ee who is to be 

our only Recom r. Never ſs your- 
Felves ie the file Notion, a or 
Mercy often does empoveriſh. Rather does 
the Almighty generally crown it with Re- 
wards of Affluance in this Life. Nay be 
aſſured, that in this World or in the Next, 
and very probably in Both, you will re- 
ceive abundantly more Mercy than You do 
or can do to Others, Gop never lets him- 
ſelf be overcome in Good by any of his 
Creatures; but multiplies his Benefits infi- 
nitly beyond our Services or Merits. Do 
You give a little periſhable Food to a hungry 
Perſon ? Gop will do. infinitly more for 
Lu in Return: He will nouriſh you with 
his own unchangeable Eſſence. Do you give 
ſo much as a Cup of cold Water to one of his 
4 Thirſiy 
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Thirſty Little-Ones ? You give it to him; 
and, Amen, he ſays, Du ſhall not loſe your 
Reward, for he will refreſh You with him- 
| ſelf the living Fountain? Do you cheriſh 
and labour to reſtore the Sick to their 
Health? Gop will beſtow on you an Eter- 
nity of Life. Do You miniſter Burial to 
the Dead? Gop will bury your Offences in 
Oblivion and place you among the Living 
forever, Do You cloath the Naked? Ah! 
bare as you are. of Virtues, he will dreſs 
you here with the Garments of his Grace 
and fit you for the rich Robes of his hea+ 
venly Glory. Do you give the Stranger a 
hoſpitable Shelter in your Manſions? Ah! 
What is That to the Shelter · he deſigns you 
in the everlaſting Manſions of his ineffable 
Bliſs ? Thither then dire& your Courſe : 
Be Ye merciful, as alſo your Father is mer- 
_ ciful ; that when you are ripe for his Inhe- 
ritance, you may claim it as his Children, 
and his eternal Son may invite Ye to it and 
ſay, Come Le Bleſſed of my Father poſſeſs 
the Kingdom which was prepared for You 
from the Foundation of the World, Which 
Thou, O ſacred Three-in-One, even ſo diſ- 
poſe, We earneſtly beſeech Thee: In the 

Name, &c. 3 5 


82575 
N2 SERMON 


S E. R M O N 
On the Second SUnpar after 
PENTECOST, 


ou within the Oc r Avr of the Feaſt of 
the BLESSED — NL” 


e. is, 


A certain Man made a great Supper and 
. calPd Many .. And They began All at 
once to make Excuſe... Then the Maſter 
of the Houſe being angry ſay'd. .. . None 
F thoſe Men who were call d ſeal taſte 
my Supper... 


{4 
kar HE oithedl Interpretation of 185 
rn * Goſpel, Revered Chriſtians, 
1 1 ſufficiently obvious from te 
Words of the preceding Verſe, 
838 which gave Occaſion to our Bleſſed 
Saviour to introduce the important Doctrin 
contain'd in my Text. The Words I ſpeak 
of are the overflowings of efficacious Grace 
in 
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in the Soul of a Perſon, who ſat at Table with 
Chriſtꝭ and who, powerfully touch d with the 
rapturous Things He was uttering concern- 
ing the future Recompenſe of the Juſt, "MI 
cry'd-out in an Exſtaſy of Admiration and _ 
Hope, Bleſſed is He who ſhall eat Bread in st. lle. 
the Kingdom of Gop |! * In conſequence of . 15. 
which our Divine Redeemer, to ſuit him- 
ſelf to the weak Capacity of Man, com- 
pow Gop's Goodneſs towards the Saints in 
is Kingdom to That of a certain Man who 
made a great Supper. By the Food then, 
the ſubſtantial Delicacies, the exquiſit 
Viands, hinted at in the preſent Goſpel, is 
to be underſtood the Bread of Glory which 
the Bleſſed ſhall feed upon and be ſatiated 
with forever in the Viſion and Enjoyment ad 
of Gop and his Bliſs in Heaven. Nor ſhall 1 
We think it improperly compared to a Sup- N 
per, if we conſider, that it is the  happ! 
Concluſion of all the Sufferings of Life 
endured for the Love of Gop, as the Even- 
ing-Meal is of all the Labours of the Day 
which have been endured for Self- preſer- 
vation. Now this ſacred ſumptuous Ban- 
quet was not deſign'd for a few Particulars 
only, your Saviour tells You, No, Beloved: 
It was deſign'd for all Men, and all Men 
are invited to it. But ah! How Many are 
fooliſhly prevail'd upon ungratefully to N 
plead the moſt trivial Excuſes to reject the * 1 
| gracious Call of their beneficent * to 3 
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their ſovereign only Good! One is detain'd 

by his inordinate Pleaſures ; Another by ſor- 
did Intereſt; and Others are wedded to their 
Eaſe and their Luxury. Yet All Hope, 
All vainly flatter themſelves, that their ſeveral 


worldly Attachments will hold them ex- 


cuſed in the Sight of Gop, But how groſly 
do they deceive themſelves! For None .of 
theſe Men, who were thus call'd, and have 
neglected the Call, Hall taſte of my Supper, 
ſays the Lord. Thus much for the Allegory 
of our Goſpel, as far as It relates to the 
End. | | 

There is however another Alluſion in it 
full as natural as the Former; and It regards 
the ſovereign Means by which that bliſsful 
I mean the bleſſed 
Feaſt of Love which our Divine Redeemer 
has prepared for us in the Life-giving Food 
of his precious Body and Blood ; which con- 
tains in it not only a.Foretaſte but even all 
the Aſſurances of the boundleſs never-end- 
ing Bliſs to come, and amply foreſtalls them 
to All who worthily partake of it. To par- 
take of This coſtly Regale then all human 
Nature is invited. Alas] what a Shame and 
Pity therefore is it not, that ſo great a Majo- 


rity of this favour'd Species ſhould, through 


Ignorance, Infidelity, or Misbelief, have ren- 
der'd themſelves deaf to the endearing Calls of 
Goy to this invaluable Entertainment; where 
Seraphims might covet to be Gueſt and 

where 
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where Mankind alone are privileged to fit! 
But ah! how much greater a Shame and Pity | 
is it not, that, even among Chriſtians, Catho- 
lic Chriſtians, ſo Many ſhould be found. 4 
who when in Honour, will not underſtand ! o_ Pſalm, © 
What a dreadful melancholy Sight is it not i. 1 
to ſee Some of You, Beloved, who are fo 
eſpecially invited to this Divine Repaſt and a | 
Ker af the immenſe —— of 9 
celeſtial Riches it contains, not only void 
of Deſire to partake of the Godlike Bene- 
faction, but even beſotted enough to ſpurn 
at it? Alas! Do you never reflect, that all 
the Excuſes you have to alledge will but 
augment: the Matter of your Condemna- 
tion? Vain will all Pleas of earthly Buſineſs 
Care or Pleaſure be to extenuate the Guilt of 


your Neglect; when as your Saviour tells 
None, who" are call'd and neglect to 


anſwer the Call, I" tale of his "Ns 8 
Supper. 

It is even ay "Dow Fellow Chriſtians, 
To you in particular is this ſpoken; that, 


ke? by the Folly of Others and the evil 
Conſequences of it you may learn to avoid 


their Fate. But ah! what pains do you take 
to avoid it? How often have you been and 
are invited to partake of the Banquet of 
Gop's Glory, by anticipation, in the deli- 
cious Supper of the Euchariſt, where Gop 
himſelf is both your Feeder and Food? And 
yet vows wan do not Many of You 


_ ſhew 
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ſhew to accept the Invitation! How difficult 
is it not to induce. you to approach to tha 
Holy Sacraments, even once a Year ; tho 
there is a poſitive Precept to urge you to it! 
And how Many of you muſt be even forced 


buy Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures; rouzed by the 


| moſt ſtinging Reproaches from Gop's Mi- 
niſters! And- with Some of you, even all 
will not do. Alas, Beloved ! Do you know 
what you are about? Do you conſider the 
Conſequences of your Perverſity in this 
Neglect? It is no leſs than your eternal 
Excluſion from the Benefits of the Divine 
Banquet you are invited to. I ſay to you, 
that None of thoſe Men, who. were call 4, ſeal 
taſte my Supper. 

It is foreign to my So Frirpaſy: to 


convince You, Chriſtians, of the Greatneſs of 


the Divine Benefaction ; by proving to You 
the Reality of Chriſt's Preſence in this holy 
Sacrament. No: You are Catholics and | 
know it too well not to be excuſeleſs in 
every neglect of It, As therefore You ſtand 
not in any need of Arguments to believe in 
this adorable Myſtery; and as I ſhall elſe- 
where * propoſe It in an irreſiſtible Light to 
Thoſe who as yet do not believe, I ſhall 
wholly: confine myſelf to ſuch Arguments as 
may induce. you to render your Belief bene- 
ficial to you, by acting in een with 

what Len do believe. 
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- Upon ſeriouſly weighing then the Words 


of my Text, I draw three 'eternal Truths 
from them, Firſt, that the Favour done you 
in this divine Inſtitution of the Holy Sacra- 
ment of the Euchariſt is of the higheſt Na- 
ture; and conſequently, that your Ingratitude 
in rejecting or neglecting it 1s of the deepeſt 
Dye. Secondly, that every Excuſe you can 
bring, excepting moral impoſſibility, is trivial 
and therefore cannot hold you blameleſs in 


rejecting it. And Thirdly, that the Neglect 


of approaching to the Divine Euchariſt may 
be attended with an eternal Expulſion from 
the Banquet of his Glory, who is contain'd 
therein; the Conſequence of, Which is 
nothing leſs than everlaſting Damnation. 
That Vou may reap then from theſe in- 
fallible Truths all the Fruit neceſſary for 
your Salvation; examin a little, what are 
the Cauſes of ſuch a Neglect, what Excuſes 
you can bring to defend it, and what will 
be the Conſequence, ſhould you be heedleſs 


enough to perſiſt in your Miſconduct. And, 
if you are ſerious and ſincere you will find 


upon an impartial Examination, 

I. That ſuch a Conduct is extremely un- 
juſtifiable, becauſe the Cauſes of it are 

+ criminal: © „ eee 


II. That your Excuſes for it are fooliſh 


becauſe the Matter of them are tri- 


vial: And 


0 
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III. That the Conſequences of it are ter- 
rible, becauſe big with Gop's Indig- 
nation. 


% Thou Therefore, gracious Saviour, 
1% who thus ineffably dens welt thyſelf on 


Man, in the inviting form of Food, and 


ec nerouſly inviteſt All to taſte of, arid be 
« fill'd with, Thee! O give us Underſtand- 
ec ing to conceive thy infinit Benevolence 
* in this unequal'd Favour; and grant us 
© Grace not to reject the Bleſſing, but 
« earneſtly to thirſt and hunger after it in 
*. this Life that we may never "RY in 
%, the Next.” 


1 You, Belosed. are Chiiſtians, Catho- 
lic Chriſtians and therefore know, or ought 
to know, that the Holy Sacrament of the 
Euchariſt i is and contains the Body, Blood, and 
Divinity of Ixsuvs CR IST whole and intire, 
true Gop as well as true Man. Need I then 
tell you that the Inſtitution of this Divine 


" Sacrament of the Euchariſt (which he gra- 


cioufly wrought at his laſt Supper, that you 
might feed upon it in this Life and thus 


anticipate the Joys of Heaven) is a Favour 
of the higheſt Nature; No: Surely. it is 
needleſs. There are three Particulars by 
which the intrinſic Value of every Gift is 
chiefly to be meaſured. The Dignity of 
the Donor, the Nature of the Thing given, 
and the Uſe of it to the Perſon. to whom it 
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is given, If the Donor be a Prince, a Pre- 
late, or otherwiſe great Perſonage; every 
Benefaction of his, tho' ever ſo ſmall, has 
an. intrinſic Value in it conſider'd as a Mark 
of his Love or Eſteem : If the Gift of his 
hand be farther conſiderable in itſelf ; it is 
ſtill of greater Worth, whether really uſeful 
or not: But if it be even of conſiderable uſe 
to the Perſon who receives it; it cannot be 
denied that the Benefit muſt riſe in Propor- 
tion. Again there are three other Conſide- 
rations in every Benefit, Favour, or Gift, 
which may extrinſecally add toor take from 
the Weight of the Obligation it intrinſecally 
might carry with it. Such are the Intention 
of the Giver, the Manner and Time of 
giving, and the Circumſtance of the Perſon 
who receives. Thus if the Perſon, who 
gives, does it from a Motive of Pride, Self- 
' fiſhneſs, or other ſiniſter View; the greateſt 
Benefits fink in their Value; as they riſe in 
it, on the contrary ; if the Motive be Gene- 
_ rofity, Friendſhip, Juſtice or other ſuch 
commendable Principles: In like manner if 
a Favour be done in time, with Courteſy 
and Chearfulneſs; the Obligation is double: 
But very ſmall when done with Oſtentation, 
Haughtineſs, Reluctance, or too late. Fi- 
nally if the Perſon who receives a Preſent is 
inferior to him who offers it, or even equal; 
as he may be ſuppoſed likely to retaliate it, 
the Obligation is but ſlender: Whereas if 
. | O2 _ 
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the Perſon who gives it is above him, neither 
has, nor can have any Expectations from 
him; and he himſelf neither deſerves nor 
can return it; the Favour is always conſide- 
rable and the Obligation ariſing from it very 
great. 

Now if we conſider the Preſent which 
our Divine Redeemer has made us in the 
adorable Sacrament of the Euchariſt, in all 
theſe Lights; we ſhall be forced to confeſs 


that the Favour is of the higheſt Nature, and 


lays an infinit Obligation of Gratitude on us. 
To whom then, Beloved, are you indebted, 
for this ineffable Benefaction? Is it not to the 


great Creator and Redeemer of you and all 


Mankind? And what leſs does he beſtow up- 
on you than himſelf, his precious immaculate 


Body and Blood, nay his Godhead too? And 


of what infinit Advantage may it not be to 
you to feed at this divine Banquet, to feed 
on this Nourriture in the devout manner you 


ought? Are you not told by your bleſſed 


Saviour, that, If any Man eat of this Bread be 


ſhall Iive forever. Here then your Bene- 


factor 15 Gop himſelf: The Gift you re- 
ceive is Gop himſelf: And the Uſe it is of 


to you is to raiſe you in the laſt Day to an 


everlaſting Life of Glory and Bliſs. He, b 
eateth my Fleſh and drinketh my Blood, bath 
Life everlaſting and I will raiſe him up in the 
laſt Day. + What ſay you then, Chriſtians ? 
Can you e any longer of the infinit Favour 
done 
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done you in the Holy Banquet you are in- 
vited to partake of? But let us conſider it 
yet a little farther with regard to the extrin- 


1 


fic Circumſtances attending it. Who and 


What is this Gop who thus graciouſly con- 
deſcends to beſtow himſelf, for Food on 
Mankind? *Tis no leſs than the Lord and 
Author of all Things, a ſupreme, im- 
menſe, independent Being from all Eternity, 
ſo infinitly perfect and happy in himſelf as 
not to want or be able to receive any 
Aſſiſtance or additional Felicity from any 
Thing out of himſelf. Conſequently he 


could have no other Intention, no other 


End in view. than that ineffably communi- 
®cative Goodneſs which induced him at firſt 
to create us and then to redeem us, as now 

to feed us with himſelf, that we may ſhare 
his eternal Happineſs with him. And how 
did he communicate himſelf to us? Was it 
in a haughty, taunting, reluctant manner? 
No, it was with utmoſt graciouſneſs, ten- 


derneſs, and alacrity, With what Energy 


did he not encourage us to receive him, by 
the Promiſes he made? He, who eateth my 
Fleſh and drinketh my Blood, abideth in me 


* Bid, 


and I in bim. With what Humility did 


he not give himſelf to his Diſciples, even 
waſhing their Feet when he had done! For 
whereas before he had loved his, who were 
in the world, to the End he loved them. 
And with what chearful Gentleneſs _ 
4 | | C 
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he not invite all to receive him in his bleſſed . : 


Banquet of Love! Come to me all you, who 
labour and are heavy laden, and I will refreſh 


you, And all this he did at a time when 


Mankind were in the utmoſt need of it, 


pre as they were in a Deluge of Sin 


Ignorance and Folly ; when his Diſciples 
in particular were in the utmoſt Diſtreſs, 
about to ſee him ſuffer, about to looſe him, 
and about to be ſeverely perſecuted for him. 
And what is ſtill more, this he did for 
Mankind at a Time when they deſerved it 
the leaſt; when they were in open Enmity 
with him, and actually laying Snares for 


his Life: And all he did for Wretches in- 


finitly beneath him, ungrateful Creatures, 
who not only were incapable of making 
him any Return but even Many of whom 


he foreſaw would ſlight the Bleſſing, if not 


ſacrilegiouſly profane and abuſe it. O inex- 
preſſible Goodneſs of thine, My divine 
Redeemer! What could induce thee, O 
Gop, thus to give- up thyſelf for Food to us 
Wretches, Worms and Sinners! Ah Chri- 
uns Chriſtians! If Ingratitude be meaſured 
by the Favours it abuſes; what and how 
baſe and black muſt not your Ingratitude 


be to return ſo much Generofity: Tender. 


nels and Condeſcendence, with ReluQance 
Indevotion and Irreverence: Shall the Gop 
of Hoſts court you to receive, to be nou- 


riſh' d and ſttrengthen'd with himſelf ; and 
| yet 
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yet be iuſulted with your Contempt of his 
Invitation? How often has he not invited 
you to his Banquet which is prepared 

purpoſely for You! How frequently doeg 
he ſend his Servants, his Miniſters to call, 
to exhort, to provoke you to come to it by 
acquainting you that He is waiting in the 
holy Sacraments in readinefs for you? And 


yet can Many of Vou be brought to accept 


the Invitation? No: Some of you have 
your giddy Pleaſures in view, Othere ate 
buſied in the purſuit of ſordid Lucre, others 
are wedded ſo much to their temporal, Eaſe 
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as to be intirely eaten-up with ſpititual | 


Sloth: And All, almoſt All of you have 


your Souls ſo miſerably” fetter'd to worldly 


Happineſs as to have no Wings of Wiſhes 
to lift you even to one poor feeble: Sigh; 
after the Joys of Heaven. 

And whence does all this cr 
ference. ariſe to the holy Banquet of Chriſt's 
Body on Earth and to the Feaſt of his 
Glory above, but from as criminal an In- 
difference to ſpiritual Inſtructions of: all 
kinds. Books are a melancholy Employ» 
ment, you cry: Your Directors, you com- 
plain; are too ſpiritualized in their. common 
Converſation with you: They are either 
forever teaſing you about your Duty; or, if 
they are filent ; their very Looks are a Check 
upon your lawleſs Diverſions. Exhortations 
you go to: But when do You go? When 
50 jy you 
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you have nothing merely nothing elſe to 


do; when Time hangs heavy upou your 


Hands; or when you want to meet with 


ſome Friend, ſome Cuſtomer or ſome idle 
Companion. To hear an Exhortation on 
Working Days, tho' but once in a Week, 
and that in the Evening, when Buſineſs is 
done, there is no perſuading You ; becauſe 
forſooth you are fatigued with the labour 
of the Day, and therefore muſt indulge 
yourſelves in Eating, Drinking and danger- 


ous Mirth, in prophane and looſe, or at 


That, you never want for ſome idle Vilit 


beſt idte Converſation, For that is not fo 
fatiguing to your Brain, nor waſting to 


your Spirits, as it would be to liſten quietly 


to ſpiritual Inſtructions and learn how. to 
approach worthily to the holy Sacraments 
and reap Benefit from them. But Ah! 
ſlothful Chriſtians, why ſo? Tis becauſe 
your: Heads and your Hearts are more bent . 
on the' flattering, fleeting, falſe Pleaſures 
of this Life than the ſolid laſting true Joys 


of the next. el 11 3 
If this was not the Caſe; what ſhould 


ever detain you from hearing the Word of 
Gop on a Sunday, and receiving ſome 
ſpigitual Inſtructions in a Country where 
you ſtand: in need of all. But on a Sunday; 


if the Weather be fair; you have a Farm, 


you have a Garden, you have ſome Country 
Jaunt; or, if the Seaſon will not permit, 
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or other, to call you away from the Voice of 
Gop. In a word, Go invites you to him 


and you anſwer, ** I have a Farm: I have a 
© Pleaſure in View and muſt go in purſuit 


« of it: [pray thee, O God, hold mecexcuſed.” 


Or elſe perhaps you have made an Appoint- 
ment to agree with ſome Dealer about your 
temporal Concerns ; and, without Fear or 
Shame of prophaning the Day wholly Con- 
ſecrated to Gop's Worſhip, when he calls 
2 7 by the Voice of his Miniſter to hear 

is Word; you bluntly reject his Invitation, 
with an J have Oxen to prove, T have Buſineſs 
to db of more Importance to me than the 


learning how to adore and receive my Go 


on Earth, that I may enjoy my God forever 
in Heaven: And therefore I pray thee, hold 
me excufed. Or more criminal yet, a Fit of 


ſpiritual Sloth lays hold of you: The Weather 


is hot, and you ſhall be.in a Sweat with 


walking ſo far; or elſe it is cold, and That 
you do not like; or finally it is rainy, and 


then you will ſprinkle your Cloaths, dirt your 
Shoes and diſcompoſe your Indolence : And 
therefore, reſolved to indulge. Eaſe at home 
and trifle and loiter away the. Evening 
with your Wife and your Children, inſtead 
of ſetting them good Example by going to 
learn the Duties of a good Chriſtian a good 
Husband and a good Father, you dif- 
miſs the Call of Gop with that other Excuſe : 
T have married a wife: I am wedded.to 


„ | Sloth 
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- Sloth, to my. Eaſe, to Luxury, and therefore 


cannot come. | | 
Theſe, Theſe are the criminal Cauſes of 
your being ſo remiſs, ſo neglectful and ſo 
reluctant in accepting the gracious Invitation 
which your Divine Saviour makes you to 
partake of the enlivening Feaſt of his Body 
and Blood, It is your ſpiritual Sloth in 
thoſe lefler Duties which makes 
ficient in this eſſential Obligation. And 
thus do you fulfill the dreadful Prediction 
of the Holy-Ghoſt, that He, who deſpiſes 


ſmall Things, ſhall fall by little and little. 
. *© To hear the Miniſters of Gop, you cry, 


e there is no Neceſſity.“ I ſay you are under 
a Miſtake. For He, who hears them, hears 
me; and He, who deſpiſes them, deſpiſes Me, 
fays the Lord. At leaſt, you reply, there is 
** no Precept to hear them every Sunday; and 
therefore no Obligation; and therefore We 


do not do it.” This Reafon prevails with _ 


you, on one Sunday, to give way to ſpiritual 
Sloth. The ſame Reaſon, you think, holds 
good, the next Sunday after, and the Sunday 

following That; till, led-on from Sunday to 
Sunday, you paſs Months, Seaſons, Years, 
without hearing or enquiring into the Will of 


your heavenly Lord: In conſequence of this, 


void of Inſtruction, you loiter away the Days 
he has commanded to be kept holy to him, 
and ſpend them too often in Sin, very often 
in Idleneſs, and always without Fruit, with- 
out. 


bo 


u fo de- 
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out Grace and without Thought. Thus 
from the Neglect of Counſels you proceed 
to the Neglect of Precepts, and from Omiſ- 
ſion to Omiſſion grow harden'd in the Con- 
tempt of the greateſt Eſſentials, till at length 
3 you acquire an abſolute Diſtaſte for the 
S | Holy Food prepared for you by Chriſt in 
; the Banquet of his Body and Blood, and 
a total Averſion to all which is heavenly. 
And this finks you into the wretched Con- 
dition of thoſe confirm'd Sinners, who, as 
David deſcribes them, are eſtranged from 
Gop from the very Womb of their Mothers, 
going aſtray as fan as born; whoſe Hearts 
are affected with Sin, as Serpents are with 
| Portſon, and their Ears are as deaf to the 
| Call of Gop as thoſe of an Adder which will 
| not hearken to the Voice of the Charmer . 
charming ever ſo wiſely. b 


| | . 1 
II. Ah Chriſtians! Deareſt fellow Chri- 
| Nians! what are you about? Are you 
dreaming? Are you ina Lethargy? Are you 
robb'd of your Senſes or void of Under- 
| ſtanding? Alas, alas, would you were no 
; worſe. Your ſhameful, criminally ſhameful, 
Neglect of Gop's Goodneſs to you might 
poſſibly admit of ſome Excuſe. Whereas 
now, awake as you are to the Uſe of your 
Senſes and Iatellects in every Thing which 
ſuits the Corruption of your Hearts; ſenſible 
as yol are made by God's Miniſters of the 
10 P 2 5 infinit 
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, infinit Bleſſings offer d you in the holy 
1% Banquet of the Euchariſt, which you are 
| - invited too; what Excuſe can you alledge 
for rejecting it, which is legitimate or ca- 
pable of holding you blameleſs in the ſight 
of your {lighted Gop? © We have our Plea- 
© ſures to attend-to, our Buſineſs to take us 
* up, or our Eaſe and Conveniency to con- 
* ſult and indulge. And therefore cannot 
We ſo much as ſpare an Hour on a Sunday 
* tohear how we may render ourſelves wor- 
* thy to be fed with our Gop and grow 
* ſtrong in Grace in this Life in order to feed 
* eternally on his Glory in the Next. Much 
e leſs can We give-up all the Time requiſit 
eto diſpoſe ourſelves for that delicious divine 
Food.“ Alas poor Things! How much 
are you to be pitied, if the Excuſe be legi- 
timate. But ah Chriſtians! Can you be ſo 
| | ſenſeleſs as to imagin that Excuſes of this 
4 Nature will hold Good ? Abſolute Sickneſs, 
T know, will be admitted as an Excuſe: 
Your Health is concern'd : The preſervation 
of your Life for God's Sake is a prior Duty 
to that of going to Exhortations, to ſpiritual 
Inſtructions, and even to Chriſt himſelf in 
the Bleſſed Sacrament. And therefore in 
ſuch Caſes he graciouſly condeſcends to be 
brought to you; becauſe you are then under 
a moral Impoſſibility of coming to him. 80 
if your Neighbour be ſick, in Priſon, or 
otherwiſe in Diſtreſs; and cannot do without 
| 1 your 
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your perſonal Aſſiſtance; you are diſpenſed 
from your Attendance on Gop at the Feaſt 
of his Fleſh or his Word. The Duty of frater- 
nal Charity takes place: And your leaving 
Gop, for the ſake of Gop, will not be im- 


puted to you as a Crime but a Virtue: In- 


as-much-as you cannot receive Gop, or liften 
to Gop in the Voice of his Miniſters, with- 


out breaking through a prior moral Obliga- 


tion of Charity; and therefore are to be 


deem'd under a moral Impoſſibility of 


anſwering his Call, Nay you are abſolutely 
not call'd. In a word, whenever you are 
under moral Impoſſibility of this or any 
other kind, which you bring not upon 
yourſelves; you may and ought to excuſe 
yourſelves for the Time from the Divine 
Banquet you are invited to, or from the 
Opportunities of learning how to approach to 


it: And you need be under no Apprehenſions 


of being excluded from it forever; provided, 
as ſoon as the Obſtacle is removed, you lay 


hold on the firſt Invitation which is made 


you. But all other Excuſes, I fear, will 
rather aggravate your Guilt than render you 
blameleſs in the Sight of your Almighty 
Benefactor. If you are reſolved however, 
Chriſtians to build your Hopes on them 
let me make your Apology for you. 
Come gracious Saviour! Forgive theſe thy 
Creatures the Neglect, as well of the Holy 
delicious Feaſt thou inviteſt them to as, 5 
| : the 
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the Means leading them to it. I pray thee 
hold them excuſed. Here is One whom Thou 
haſt created to enjoy thee forever : And, be- 
cauſe, through the frailty of his Nature, he 
was unable of himſelf to reach to the Ban- 
quet of thy Glory in the next World ; thou 
did'ſt graciouſly vouchſafe to anticipate it 
in this, by giving-up thyſelf to be his Food 
under a familiar Form; and haſt ſent thy 
Miniſters to invite him to the Feaſt : He 
Thanks thee for thy Invitation; but hopes 
'Thou wil't hold him excuſed, becauſe he has 
a Farm, a Garden, a Country- Jaunt, or ſome 
other Pleaſure, he prefers to any thou can'ſt 
invite him to. I then thy Servant, thy 
Miniſter, pray thee in his Name hold him 
excuſed, Ah! What ſay' ſt thou, Lord? 
None of thoſe Men, who are of this Stamp, 


ball tafte thy Supper? But why ſo, angry 


Lord? Did'ſt not thou purſue the Pleaſures 
of the Earth, while Thou was't in it? No, 


no, Beloved : Chriſt came ſuffering into the 


World, and ſuffering went out of it. If 
was neceſſary for Chriſt to ſuffer, and fo to 


enter into his Glory, And there is no other 


Way for his Diſciples to enter into it after 
him. Pleaſures are like a Window, a Bye- 
way: And He, who enters- in by the Win- 


dow and not by the Door is a Thief and a 


Felon ; and, as ſuch, will be forever ex- 
cluded the Banquet of his Glory. 


Well 
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Well then, Dear Lord, ſince I plead in 
vain for this Man of Pleaſure; ſince Thou 
wil't not admit my Apology for him; hear 
me at leaſt in the Behalf of this Other. He 


is a Man of Affairs: The ſix Days, thou has't 
given him to labour in, and to do all he has 


to do, are not enough: His Oxen are actu- 
ally to the Plough: He has an Appointment 
of Buſineſs, a Jobb to agree for, a Cuſtomer 
to wait upon; and therefore cannot wait 
upon Thee to receive thee, nor wait on thy 


Miniſter to be inſtructed how to approach 


worthily to thee. I pray thee therefore hold 


him excuſed. Alas what? ſtill angry my Gop! 
What! /hall None even of theſe Men taſte of 


thy ogy: Ah! Chriſtians how juſt is not 
this. 


was made poor, - whereas he was rich? How 
unworthy then are not you of fitting. at 
the Banquet of his Glory; if, for fear of 
becoming poor, or for the ſake of becoming 
rich, you deſpiſe the Banquet of his Grace: 
If you will not ſo much as liſten to his 
Miniſters, whom he ſends to invite You 
to it! \ | 
But ſtill, all-bounteous Sovereign, let me 
petition you once more in the behalf of 
Another: And if thy Equity cap admit my 
Plea; O! diſmiſs me-not with the Diſgrace 
of a third Refuſal, This One whom neither 
Pleaſure, nor Buſineſs detains from anſwer- 


* 


ow you not the Grace of Jzsus 
CHRIST, as St. Paul ſays, that for You He 
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ing thy Call. He would gladly prepare 


himſelf for thy gracious Feaſt of Grace and 
gladly learn of thy Miniſters how to afliſt 


at it worthily ; if his Eaſe and Leiſure would 


permit : But he has married a Wife and can- 
not come. He has the Peace of his Family 
and his own Eaſe to conſult, He has a 


Wife and Children: He muſt humour the 


One with falſe Fondneſs, and play with 
the Others out of miſtaken Tenderneſs. By 


approaching to thee and to thy Minifters, he | 
might be ſtrengthen'd and inſtructed to be- 


have like a Chriſtian to Both; might learn 
to inſtruct and be an Example to Both. But 
then to do this there are Difficulties to ſur- 
mount. His Wife is a Proteſtant, or but a 
luke warm Catholic; his Children are hamour- 
ſome, and untaught to be otherwiſe. And 


therefore, till he uſed them to it, the One 


would be ſullen, and the Others would be 
peevith; ſhould he leave them to flee to thee: 
And That would diiturb his Peace. Beſides 
it would quite diſcompoſe him to leave the 
Fit of Indolence he is in: He might take 
heat or catch cold; he might diſoblige his 
Cloaths; he might, in ſhort, break through 
the whole Oeconomy of Self-Indulgence. 
And That, Lord, would be hard for 
a Man to do, once a Weck, for the fake 
of feeding on the Bread of Angels, who 
has been labouring all the Week for com- 
mon Bread. I pray thee then this once 
| hold 
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Bold him excuſed. Alas loving Saviour why 


lookeſt thou ſo ſtern? Ah! Ceaſe tho 

angry Frowns, or I fink beneath thy Indig- 
nation, I hear thee Lord, and well I know 
thy Words: I am in Labours even from my | 
Louth, * I know thou was't, I know Lord 
that thou did'ſt never indulge thy Eaſe. 
But ah! Remember thou ar't Gop, and We 
but Creatures, Can We then do like Thee? 
Yes, Chriſtians, yes; or elſe he had never 
told us: Tf any Man come to me, and hateth 
not his Father and Mother and Wife and 


Mary: 


Children and Brethren and Siſters, nay and his + st. Luke | 
own Life befides ; be cannot be my Diſciple. + xv. 


Vain therefore is every Apology which 


I can bring to hold you blameleſs in the 


4 — 5 No longer then expect that 
uld 


plead in your Behalf; or find me 


better eee For, till you do, what 


can I expect but that diſheartening Anſwer: 
None of thoſs Men, who were call'd, ſhall 
taſte my Supper. 
What ſay you, Chriſtians? You have a 
better Excuſe ſtill in Reſerve? If you have 
no Apology for not approaching to the 
Holy Euchariſt ; you have at leaſt for not 
endeavouring to learn from Chriſt's Miniſters 
how to approach to it worthily? You can- 
not go to hear the Word of Gop without 


ſome. — peek 'Twill be expected, that. 
d 


you ſhould give your Mite . towards the 


Aſſiſtance of the Poor: And that forſooth - 
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You cannot well afford? Your Circum- 
ſtances are but narrow: your Family is 
large; your Income ſmall ; in a word, you 
are poor yourſelves: And Charity begins at 
Home? But ah Chriſtians! what an ill- 
judged frugal Fit is this? What an Illuſion 
are you under? Is it the Expence you 
grudge? No. Let but an idle Friend, a 
vain Diverſion, or a ſervil Purpoſe ſeize 
you in the Minute; and what idle Expences 
ſhall you not run into without a Grudge, 


without a Thought: While every Penny - 


lent to Gop, by giving to the Poor, draws 
Blood from every Veſſel of your Hearts! 
And why, but becauſe your Luxury has 
no Share in it; and therefore as void of Faith 
as of Charity, you deem it thrown-away? But 
ah Deareſt Fellow-Chriſtians ! deceive not 
yourſelves, by building on any Excuſes like 
theſe; which, inſtead of holding you guilt- 
leſs, can only add to your Guilt and aggra- 
vate the Puniſhment which will be the 
fatal Conſequence of your Neglect. 


III. Our Divine Saviour has ſufficiently _ 
appriſed us of the fatal Conſequences of 
neglecting the divine Food of his facred 
Body and Blood, by telling us in the ſixth 
of St. JonN: Unleſs You eat the Fleſh of 
the Son of Man and drink his Blood; You 
ſhall have no Life in you. It cannot be ſu 
poſed, that Chriſt ſpoke of the natural Life 


reſulting 
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reſulting from the mere Union of Soul and 
Body. For That the Wicked enjoy often 
and equally in common with the Good, 

by the divine Permiſſion of Gop, who 

. maketh his Sun to ſhine on the Juſt and the. 
Unjuſt. * The Life then he ſpeaks of is the, W. 
Life of Grace, that Life by which we are 
Heirs to his Glory. If then, Chriſtians, you 
reject the Bleſſing offer'd you of feeding 
upon the delicious Regale of Chriſt's Body 

and Blood ; you have no Life of Grace in 
you: You are dead to him in this World, 
and - conſequently are blotted-out of the 
Book of everlaſting Life; are diſinherited of 

the Glory you were made Heirs to in the 
Next ; and, baniſh'd forever from theFace of 

the Lord, you will never be raiſed-up, in the 

laſt Day, to the Poſſeſſion of his Kingdom; 
but be ſunk into wretched eternal unutte- 
rable Miſery, You have no other Chance 
then, no other reaſonable Grounds to build 
your Hopes of a happy glorious Reſurrection 
upon, but the partaking of the Banquet of 
Gop's Glory, by anticipation, in the ſacred. * 
Feaſt he has prepared for You in the ado- 
rable Sacrament of his Bod. 
And yet to render even This a Food of 
Life to you, you have no other Way than 

to approach it worthily. For, as St. Paul 
juitly warns you, He, who eateth and drink-. 
eth unworthily of it, eateth and drinteth ,,c,, x. 
Judgment to himſelf. + The unworthy Re- 
. 2 ception 
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ception then of the holy Euchariſt is attended 
with no leſs a barter than eternal Dam- 
nation in the other World, beſides many 
and grievous Curſes in This. For to this 
Sacrilegious Raſhneſs may be attributed 
Many of thoſe Sickneſſes, Miſeries and 
Cataftrophes which befall Mankind. Ask 
not, why Such-a-One is ſick; Such- a- One 
„ feeble, in the flower of his Youth; and 
3» Such-a-One ſuddenly carried-off in the 
*« vigour and prime of Life by ſome unfore- 
© ſeen Accident?” Alas! It may be the 
Effect, the Curſe of a bad Communion. 
Therefore are there among you, perhaps, Many 
q Weak and Feeble, and Many fleep the _ 
B of Death as St. Paul told the Corinthians. * 
g And how ſhall you learn to ſhun. all theſe 
Evils, by approaching to the Feaſt your 
Divine Saviour invites you to, and apr roach | 
ing to it in the manner you ought; 
liſtening to his Miniſters and Jecking In- 
ſtruction from them? If you are neglectful 
of the Means; what wonder is it, you ſhould 
miſs of the End? If you neglect and will 
not liſten to the Voice of God's Miniſters ; 
if you will ſeek idle Pretexts to avoid com- 
ing to them, or following to the bleſſed 
Feaſt they call and offer to lead you to; 
1 what wonder is. it you ſhould be neglectful 
| of the Feaſt itſelf and the Lord of it? If 
if there is a Precept to urge you to Commu- 
| nion; there needs None to urge you to the 
| 1 | Means 
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Means which lead to it: 'The End of the 
Law includes alt the Means which are re- 
quiſit to fulfill it. And therefore is it, » that 
to approach to the 
are not commanded to hear the Word of 
God : Becauſe it is included in the former 
Commandment and therefore need not be 
repeated. 
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Body of your Gon, yo 


Let me er kv It You; Chriſtians, "a * 


the hearing the Word of Gop:is not ſo un- 
neceſlary as you conceive it to be. It is 
neceſſary to bring you acquainted with God? 
2 — to lead you to him; and ne- 
ceſſary to remind you of, and fit you for, 


approaching to Rm. In 4 word, Tour 


whole Salvation in great meaſure depends 
upon your Diligence in this Particular, You 
will never hunger after the delightful Ban- 
quet of his Grace and Glory ; if you do not 


firſt yearn after the Seaſoning of his holy 
Word. . 1 will decay; your 


Taſte for ſpiritual Nouriſhment will pall; 
your Strength will decay; and all the Life 

of Grace will deſert you: The Conſequence 

of which will be, that you will forever be 


excluded from the delicious. and everlaſting 
Regale of his Glory: For None of Thoſe, who | 


were call'd as my Text ſays, and liſten'd 
not, ſhall taſte of this Supper. Be diligent 


then, Chriſtians, in attending to the Word 
of Gop, Let'no idle Excuſes of worldly 


Pleaſure, Profit or Faſe draw you away 


from | 
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from liſtening and learning how to approach 
worthily to your Gop in the holy Euchariſt. 
Let no earthly Attachments keep you from 


uniting yourſelf intimately with your Lord. 


Remember the Encouragement he gives 
You to receive him, and to receive him 
often and worthily. He, who eateth 

Fleſh and drinketh my Blood, abideth in me 


8 Jo" and I in bim. * If then you abide in him 


by the Grace of that Divine Sacrament in 
this Life; you already have, by anticipation, 


Life everlaſting in your Poſſeſſion. And 


He will raiſe you up in the laſt Day to 
that Fulneſs of Glory which his Saints enjoy 
with him in Heaven: Which Gop of his 
infinit Mercy grant you: In the Name, &c. 
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PEN TZ U 850: 


5. L U K E w. 7. 
T ſay to you, that there ſhall. be Joy in 


Heaven upon one Sinner 50 doth Pe- 


nance, more than upon ni nety- nine uſt 
who need not Penance, 


* F you give Attention, Beloved, 
We to theſe Words of my Text; 
you cannot but remark in 
them Two very obvious Truths: 
l The One full of Conſolation 
and a Joy. the Other full of Terror and Diſ- 
* The One ſufficient to encourage the 
Vile of Sinners to place a Confidence in 
Gop's Mercy, the Moment he is reſolved 
on a Reform; the Other capable of diſ- 
heartening che boldeſt of Mortals, in poſ- 
ſeſſion of Reflection, from daring to become 
a. Sinner. The comfortable Truth, which 


may 
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may embolden every Sinner, let his Offences 


delights in Mercy; a 
Gop, who, when offended, can be appeaſed; 
a Gop more deſirous of forgiving than of 
puniſhing; a Gop, in a word, who is no 
Acceptor of Perſons; who excludes no 
Species, no Circumſtances and no Number of 
Offences from the Reach of his Mercy; and 
whoſe Forgiveneſs is to he obtain'd on the 
ſimple eaſy Terms of a ſerious and fincere 
Repentance. O my Gop! Was it not 


enough, that Thou did'ſt ſhew thyſelf | | 


Such by ſaying, that Thou wil't not the 
Death of a Taner but rather that he be © 
converted aud live? Was it not Exceſs 
of Complacency in Thee (after ſo often 
inviting Sinners, in vain, to repent and 


accept thy Forgiveneſs) to urge them to it 


by promiſing to return to Them, if they 
would return to Thee? Muſt thy merciful 
Condeſcendence carry Thee ſtill farther, to 
court them to be forgiven, by telling them, 
that it would afford Thee Joy and Pleaſure? 


By affuring them, without Exception, that 


there ſhall be Foy in Heaven upon any one 
Sinner #vho doth Penance? O the comforta- 


ble Truth! What greater Encouragement 


can the Greateſt of Sinners require to ſeek 
Mercy from Gon be Repentance? 


And 
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And yet, Beloved, what Mortal with his 
Senſes about him, would dare to exchan 
his State of Innocence, his State of Grace 
for that of a Sinner; did he ſeriouſly re- 
flect on this one terrifying Truth, that, by 
conſenting to Sin, he renders his Salvation 
extremely precarious ; becauſe his Repen- 
tance will not only be doubtful but highly 
improbable? For, alas, what reaſonable 
Hopes can a poor frail Man form to himſelf 
of repenting when the Grace of Gop ſhall 
deſert him, -or rather he ſhall deſert the 
Grace of Gov; which alone can enable 


bim to do what is Good? What ground, 1 


fay, has he to build ſuch a Preſumption 

upon, conſidering what very great Odds are 

againſt him? Upon the moſt moderate com- 

putation, They are no. leſs than Ninety- 

nine to One. Elſe why does our Divine 
Saviour tells us, that the Joy, which the 
Converſion of one Sinner creates in Heaven, 

| is more than upon ninety-nine Fuſt, who 
| need not Penance? Is not the Reaſon plain, 
# that there are Ninety-Nine faved by ſhun- 

5 ning the Occaſions of committing Sin, for 


| One ho is ſaved by repenting of Sin? And 
why ſo, but becauſe there is, at leaſt, ninety- 


nine times to one, leſs Difficulty to avoid 


| falling into Sin, while we have the Help 


of Grace to avoid it, than there is to repent 


+ of Sin, when, after abuſing that Grace, we 
Vor. .... are 
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ate left to ourſelves. - O what a terrifying 
Truth! Who can think on it and Sin? I 

Hence then, Beloved, I gather two in- 
fallible Conſequences, which will make the 
whole Oeconomy of this Diſcourſe, The 
Firſt is, that No Sinner has reaſon to deſpair 
of Gop's Mercy, who has the Heart to re- 
pent of his Sin ; becauſe there ſhall be Foy 


in Heaven upon one Sinner, who doth Pe- 


nance : And the Second, that no Juſt-Man 
has room to commit Sin with hopes of re- 
penting, when he actually has the Aſſiſt- 
ance of Grace to avoid it; "ws the Foy 
upon a penitent Sinner is more than upon 
ninety=nine Fuſt, who need not Penance, 
Both theſe Reflections, Chriſtians, I would 
have you ſeriouſly weigh: In This appears 
the, Levity of Preſumption; in That the 
Stupidity of Deſpair. To arm you there- 
fore againſt Both, I ſhall labour at preſent 


to convince you, 


I. That Nothing is fo little to be 85. 1 


pended upon as future Repentance, 
before ſinning: And 


II. That Nothing is ſo much to be de- 


fired and depended upon as preſent 
Repentance after it. 


6 O ſovereign Wiſdom, whoſe ſacred 
* Truths I utter! Give Thou ſuch Unction 
* to my Wards as may enable me to melt 


66 the 
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the Hearts of All here preſent: That 


ce Such of them as feel the bleſſed Warmth 
te of Grace within them, may never con- 
“ ſent to part with it; and, if there be 
* one Sinner here, I may, by bringing 


ce him to Thee, contribute to a Feſtival in 
« Heaven. 


I. A Juſt Man then, that is, a Chriſtian 
in a ſtate of Juſtification and Grace cannot 
be too much terrified at every the leaſt 
Appearance of Sin: And no Purpoſes or 
Hopes of Repentance can ſuffice to leſſen 

his Terrors ; if he has his Salvation at Heart, 
as he muſt have to be Juſt, © But why? 
„ Why may not a Man ſin, who feſolves to 
ce repent? Repentance itſelf is good: Elſe 
* there would not be Foy for it in Heaven; 
ce Tf then it be Good it is deſirable; and if 
cc jt be deſirable; why may not we Sin to 
©. obtain it?” Hold, deluded Chriſtians, hold. 

In the Firſt Place, the very Laws of Nature 
forbid you to do Evil, that Good may come 


from it. Secondly, granting Repentance to 


be a Good; it is good only as it is neceſſary. 
And, alas, it is at beſt but a melancholy 
Good; if we conſider the - Cauſe which 


produces it, and the Dangers and Difficulties 
of acquiring it, when neceſſary, Such of 


you therefore, Beloved, as are in a State of 
Grace, if you are in your Senſes too, will 


find Nothing in the Hopes of Repentance 
| e N 


_to 
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to encourage. you to run the hazard of | 
wanting it; becauſe, while you are yet 
free from Sin, there is Nothing you have 
ſo little reaſon to d upon as future 
Repentance. | 
The Reaſons, Beloved, why you cannot 
depend upon repenting, if you ſhould: fin, 
are THREE. Firſt: It is very uncertain, 
whether or not You will have Time for 
Repentance, when you have finn'd. Secondly, 
Could you be ſure of having ſufficient Time 
after ſinning ; it is highly improbable, that 
you will have a Will to repent. And 
Thirdly : Should you have ever ſo much 
Time gil good Will to repent; you will 
ſtill find' it a Matter of extremely great 
Difficulty to obtain a perfect Repentance. 
Lou are All of you certain, Beloved, 
\ that you muſt die. For the Truth of This 
I appeal to your own Fears: I appeal; to 
| melancholy Experience: I appeal to the 
Nature of your Beings. For Duft you are 
and to Duſt you will return. And yet 
certain as you are of Death, is there any 
Thing more uncertain than the Time of 
your Death? Where is the Man, who can 
i | ſhew me an authentic Leaſe. of his Life? 
1h | Or, to come cloſely to the Point, Where is 
| | the Mortal, who can give me an Aſſurance, 
9 | in any one Minute of his Life, that he 
| = ſhall not die the Next? What — 
| Encouragement then can the Hopes of 
. Repentance 
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- Repentance give you to fin, Beloved ; You, | 


who can have no reaſonable Aſſurance of 
living to repent? The Lord will come to 
demand your Souls of you, as a Thief in 


the Night, when you leaſt expect him. 


So far therefore from having any reaſonable 


Aſſurance of living to repent, you have the 
greateſt reaſon, every Minute when tempted 
to Sin, to apprehend that you ſhall not 
live. For when are you the moſt likel 


to die but when you expect it the leaſt? 


And it is very plain, that, whenever you are 


tempted to fin, you are in the leaſt Appre- 


henſions of Death: That then is the Time 


in which you have the moſt reaſon to be 


apprehenſive of it. Becauſe, you are very 
ſure, on one ſide, that the Lord will come; 
and, on the other ſide, you are as ſure, 
that he will come when you expect him 


the leaſt. Again, when is a Man in leſs 


Apprehenſions of Death than when he is 
the moſt ſenſible of Life? And there is 


no Time in which we are ſo ſenſible of Life 
as the preſent. For it is the Not, the 


preſent Now alone in which we can feel 
that we have Life: Every preſent Hour 
then is the moſt likely Time of the Lord's 


calling upon us to demand our Life from 


us. : Becauſe in the Hour we think the 


. leaſt of his coming he will be the moſt 


likely to come. Ah - Chriſtians! What 


reaſon have you then at any Time to 


depend 
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depend upon having Leiſure for Repen- 
tance, if you ſhould fall into fin; ſince 
the Moment of your Death is always fo 
probable near at hand ? VEE 235 
But alas you are tempted to Sin, the 
Temptation is pleaſing and your own Cor- 
ruption tells you, that theſe ungrateful 
Truths are only Fog Speculations. Death 
« you ſay, ſeldom comes without ſome 
« Warning; and for little Notice it gives, 
te there will always be time for Repen- 
* tance, There are few Perſons die ſo 
« ſuddenly as not to have Time to ſay, 
Lord have Mercy on me.” Ah deluded 
Mortal. Are you in your Senſes, who 
Reaſon thus? I will ſuppoſe, that, Gop 
being infinitly good, it is poffible tho' 
highly improbable, that a whole Life of 
Iniquity may be wiped-off with one dying 
Lord have Mercy on me à Sinner. But 
what Certainty have you, that, You will 
not be One of the unhappy Few who ſhall 
not have the Minute's Leiſure to utter it? 
What Promiſe have you, that you ſhall have 
that gracious Warning given you, which you 
are baſe enough to forfeit by preſuming on it? 
Ananias and his Wife Saphira, as we read 
in the Acts of the Apoſtles, had ſome Re- 
gard for their Salvation; and, perhaps, 
more than Any-One here. Have Any of 
you ſold your Eſtate. or Effects, Beloved, 
to diſtribute in Charitable Uſes ? Alas You 
| can 
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can ſcarce be prevail'd upon to beſtow; 
without a Grudge, a few Pence, out of 


* Superfluities, on the Poor and the 


eedy ; Whereas They beſtow'd a conſi- 
derable Sum at once which they threw at 
the Feet of the Apoſtles. But alas They 
loſt all the Benefit of their Charity by con- 


ſenting to one Sin. And yet They hoped, - 


as you might do, to ſave themſelves by 
future Repentance; or they would never 
have given Charity at all. And neverthe- 


leſs they were One: of their Hopes, 
1 


as you may, be, if you follow their Exam- 


ple. They were ſenſible of being alive and 
in good Health and therefore little expec- 


ted that the Time of Repentance would 
fail them, But ah it did fail them] They 


no ſooner committed the Sin but they fell 


dead at the Feet of St. Peter: And thus 
the Lord came to them, as a Thief in the 


Night, when they leaſt expected his 
Coming, And why may not the ſame be 


our unhappy. Caſe, Beloved ; ſhould you 
xe ſenſeleſs enough to tread in their Steps ? 
What do you deſerve more favourable of 
Gop than thoſe miſtaken Creatures did? 
ſudden Vengeance than That of Care Da- 
than and Abiram againſt Moſes? And 
yet neither They nor Any of the unhappy 


Is your Rebellion againſt Gop leſs deſerving 


Wretches, who were involved in their De- 
ſtruction, thought, the Minute before, of 
| 2 being 
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being cut-off the Next. Pharao and his 
Army ſaw not the Deſtruction they ran 
into, till the Moment it overwhelm'd 
them. The deteſtable Inhabitants of Sodom 
were under as little Apprehenfions of Death, 
as you can be at preſent, till the very In- 
ſtant it ſeized them. And without run- 
ning ſo far back, the very laſt Man who 
died ſuddenly, in the Vigour of Life, had 
no more Fears, the Minnte before he ex- 
pired, that That would be his laſt; than 
you have, at this very Time, or than you 
may have at any other Time when you 
are tempted to Sin. And yet he did die; 
and died when he had' the leaſt Apprehen- 
fions of Death : And ſo may you, Beloved. 
You may die, the very inſtant after you 
have committed the Sin you are tempted 
to; if not in the very Act of ſinning. N 
you may be taken in the very Minute 
you give conſent to commit it, before 
you have time to reap the ſenſual Pleaſure 
you propoſe to yourſelves in the execution 
of your criminal Deſign. And what a 
Folly is it not to run ſuch a Risk. 1 85 
I never think of This but it calls me to 
mind the diſtreſsful Condition of Soul poor 
Fonathan was in, when he faw himſelf 
upon the point of being ſentenced to Death 
for breaking the Faſt which was enjoin'd. 
by his Father Saul to the whole Army of 
Iſraelites, The Thought of Death ſeem'd 
| not 
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not ſo terrible to him as the Reflection on . 
the Trivialneſs of the Cauſe, It was not 
for making a Meal, for taking his Fill; 
but for the bare, the ſimple Taſte of a little 
| Honey he was to pay-down the Price of 
Life, I have but taſted a little Honey and. ,. 
lo I ſhall die. * Ah what a melancholy Re- xiv. © 
flection! What exquiſit Remorſe will it 
not give you forever, Beloved ; ſhould you 
incur eternal Death for the bare Taſte of 
Sin! Should you, in hopes of Repentance, 
be deluded into a criminal Conſent and be 
cut-oft in the very moment you give your 
Conſent ; what more will you have of the 
deceitful Honey, of the falſe Pleaſure, 
you propoſe to yourſelves, than the ' faint 
Taſte of it in Expectation? And can That 
be worth purſuing at the hazard of feeling 
the eternal Sting of the bitter bitter Re- 
flection: I did but taſte a little Honey and 
lo T die? Ah Chriſtians ! Chriſtians ! reflect 
a little on This and tell me: Is it not very 
uncertain, whether or not you will have 
Time to repent, if you ſhould Sin? Have 
you then any Encouragement to Sin which 
you can leſs depend upon than future 
Repentance? 
. You will tell me, perhaps, that I am 
talking of extraordinary Caſes. Well then 
let them paſs for Such; and, granting 
Them to be very uncommon Caſes, let me, 
for Argument's ſake, ſuppoſe'you not liable 
Vor. III. 8 to 
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to them. Death then, ſay you, generally 
e ſpeaking, has it's Fore-runners, to warn 
% Thoſe, It is approaching to viſit, of It's 
© being near at hand. And then ſurely it 
6 is Time enough to repent. For Repen- 
© tance is never too late. What Chriſtiatis! 
Is Repentance never too late? Heaven grant 
you may never find it ſo. Death has but 
three Sorts of Meflengers of it's approach 


which I know of. Sudden Accidents, Infir- ; 


mity and Old Age. Sudden Accidents, Such 


as the Cruſh of Ruins, Strokes of Lightning, 
Falls, deſperate Wounds and nameleſs other 


Caſualties, are indeed too frequent and too 
certain Harbingers of our approaching End. 


But, alas, of what Uſe are they? Death 


comes ſo cloſe upon the heel of them; or 
They-themſelves throw the Mind into ſuch 
a Diſorder, that we are moſtly diſabled 
from receiving the Benefit or laying hold 
of the Advantage of the Warning. This 
Man has fractured his Skull; that Man has 
loſt his Speech, and a Third is in exquiſit 
Pain. Talk then to Them of tepenting of 
their Sins and exhort them to prepare them- 
ſelves for their approaching End? Alas! To 
what Purpoſe? One underſtands not what 
you ſay: His Intellects are too much con- 
founded to have a Thought, much more 
to have a Will to repent; and Another 
either can give you no Anſwer, or, if he 
can, © Ah! The Doctor, the Surgeon, he 
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&« cries: Seek Relief for my Torments : 
© Procure me a little Eaſe ; and then talk 
«« to me of Repentance.” In ſhort, the 


' generality of mortal Accidents, if they 
allow a Man Time to repent, ſeldom allow 


him Preſence of Mind or Tranquillity 


of Heart enough to make uſe of that 


Time. And O] How often does it happen, 
that all the Warning, which ſuch Caſual- 


ties afford, is no better, no longer, than 


That which a Man would give, who ſhould 
write you a Letter of Notice of his Coming 
and bring it you himſelf. 

But this, youll cry, is returning to the 
ce old Story, Theſe are extraordinary Caſes, 


and We do not care ta think ourſelves 


© ljable to Theſe, A Man could never 
© walk the Streets in Comfort, if he was 
*. always to walk in fear of the Houſes falling 
about his Ears,” Well then, Beloved, you 
ſhall have it your own way : We will talk 
of Extraordinaries no more. But what do 


you ſay to Sickneſs, and Infirmities) Theſe, 


I hope, you will allow to be no uncom- 


mon Caſes. Theſe are the Second Sort of 


Fore-runners of Death. But are Theſe 
likely to be of any more Uſe to You; ſhould 
you become Slaves of Sin? Ah! No; not 
a fot. Let us but pay a Viſit to a Sick 
Sinner for once, and trace him throug h the 


Progreſs of his leiſurely Illneſs ; and you will 
be praQtically convinced of it. You are 
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too careful of yourſelves to make a fre- 
quent Practice of ſuch charitable Viſits 
in Perſon. Follow Me then at leaft in 
Imagination to Some Sick Sinner's Apart- 
ment. One Trial or two of it cannot much 
hurt you. See then this inconſiderate Mor- 
tal. Tis One who committed Sin with a 
Deſign to repent of it before Death: But 
ah! What an idle preſumptuous Deſign was 
it not? It is true, he has had Time enough 
for Repentance, but what can Time avail, 
where the Will is wanting? Death has 
ſent him Notice of It's approach: But there 
is no perſuading him to take the Warning 
Griouſly. --—- Well, my Friend; ve cry: 
How are you? <* Iam a good deal out of 
« order; I have a violent Cold. Alas 1 
am ſorry for it: It is a dangerous thing: Shall 
I inform your ſpiritual Director? * My 
Director! For what? Why 'tis Nothing 
© but a Cold.”---- Nothing but a Cold! 
What would you have? A Peſt? A Plague? 
What is worſe than a Cold ? Prithee then 
let me go for your Director, while you 
are well enough to make uſe- of him. 
Pooh! The Man talks wildly, thinks the 
* Patient, my Director will enjoin me to 
** quit Sin; and that I am not diſpoſed 
* to do yet. I am not ſo bad, but Ima 
** Sin again. Sin has not forſaken me, and 
and why Should I forſake it? Send for my 
Director? Ah! He will expect me to 


*© repent, 


c 
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% repent, He will command me to put 


* away this Concubine; to give-over this 
© fradulent Trafic; to leave this Habit of 


* 


« drinking; to do Penance; to frequent 


% the Holy Sacraments; to faſt, and pray 
« and what not? And all This is. ſurely 
© too much to ſubmit to for a Cold.” ---- 


Well but you may grow worſe. That is 


e true: I may and I may not: But if I 
e ſhould; it will be time enough then to 
© think of my Director.“ Ah Chriſtians! 
Chriſtians ! What can it avail a Sinner in 
ſuch a Diſpoſition to have a long Notice of 
his approaching Death? 1+ Bro 

But come : Let us viſit him again : Same 
Months are paſt : His Diſtempers are grown 


inveterate ; and the Danger encreaſes : Per- 


haps he may now be in a better Diſpoſition. 


— Well, my Friend, how goes it? But 


* poorly very poorly. ”-—- Alas! You are 
in a Fever, and a high One too: Why you 
ſpit Blood: You have a ſtrong Hectic upon 
you: You waſte by ſwift Degrees: Ah! 


for Heaven's fake then, ſend to your Director. 
There is Time enough yet: I ſhall be 
<< better bye-and-bye.” ---- You renew your 


Inſtances: The anſwer is ſtill, there is 
“ Time enough.” ----Renew them again 
from day to day and from week to week: 
« It is ſtill Time enough. ---- But ah! 
What mean thoſe cold Sweats, theſe frequent 
Faintings, this motionleſs Pulte? Alas you are 
| in 
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in imminent utmoſt Danger. For Jesvs 
CuRIST's Sake, for your own Soul's Sake, 
let your Director be call'd. Away: I 
* cannot talk to him now: My Head 
* aches: I am faint: It will waſte my Spirits: 
*© What News is there ftirring?” ---- Ah! 
What can it import 'to You, to know the 
News of this World, who are ſtandin 

upon the Verge of Another? Shall I hal 
to you? © No, I am ſleepy” ---- Shall 1 
pray by you? © No it will difturb me.“ 
---- Shall I then, dear Brother, dear Hus- 
band, dear Father, dear Friend, ſhall I 
ſend for your Director againſt you awake? 
% No, I have not ſettled my Affairs, I 
e muſt make my Will ficſt,”.---- Well be 
it ſo. Come your Will is, made, Your 
worldly Affairs are ſettled: Anſwer me 
then once more, ſhall I ſend for your Di- 
rector? Ves you may deſire him to 
* come to-morrow. — Ah Fool! Fool! 


wretched Fool !- This Night, this very Night, 
hall thy Soul be required of Thee. 


Look, Beloved, lock on the deluded Mor- 


tal; and ſee or fancy, at leaſt, you ſee the en- 


creaſing Symptoms of his ſpeedy Departure: 
View the Change, the dreadfully ſurprifing - 
Change which preſent Death has wrought in 
him; and, if yon can for Pity, hear his deſpair- 
ing Groans. *© O my Director, my Director: 


O that I could be but ſaved! Come 


Compoſe yourſelf, your Director is _ 
for: 


* we 
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for: He is coming. In the mean Time 
truſt in the Mercy of your gracious Gop. 
* Ah too long have I preſumptuouſly 


e truſted in his Mercy: Too long not to 


* expect now the Rigour of his Juſtice,” 
---- Well: Repent then and ask Pardon, 
« Ah! Tis too late, too late.“ No ſure. 


Ask the Multitude of Chriſtians now in 
Health, and they will tell you: It is never 
too late to repent. Alas! I ever thought fo 


* till now: But now I think, nay I know, 
** quite otherwiſe, ””---- Hold ! Your Direc- 
tor is come: He will inform you better. 
But ah he comes too late! The unhapp 
Creature can talk no more; his Spee 


forſakes him; the Prieſt calls on him in | 
vain for Repentance; the Agony of Death 
ſeizes faſt hold on him; and his Eye-balls. 


fx'd, his Clay-cold Limbs, and lived Lips, 
all ſhew, that he is upon the Point of 
verifying God's terrible Threat to Such as 
dare offend him with the preſumptuous 


Hopes of repenting, when they have 


done: Nu have ſet at naught all my 
Counſel, and would none of my Refroof. 


And therefore behold! 7 alſo will laugh at 
your Deſtruction and will mock when your 


Fear cometh. 

Well, Beloved ! How do you like this Pro- 
ſpe& of future Repentance: Is there any 
Dependance think you to be had on it; 


tho' we ſhould have Time and Warning 


given 
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given us to do it? And O! How many 
Inſtances of this Kind have not I been a 
melancholy Witneſs of ! | 
What ſay You Chriſtians? If you ſhould 
Sin, You would not delay Repentance 
till Sickneſs overtook, you? How are you 
ſure of That? © We would repent while 
* in Health?” Alas! Where is the pro- 
bability of That? It is mighty likely in- 
deed, that You, who, while you have 
Grace in your Poſſeſſion, will not make uſe 
of it to aſſiſt you againſt falling into Sin, 
ſhould repent of Sin at all when you have 
voluntarily forfeited that Grace, But, per- 
haps, you have ſo often finn'd and repented, 
and ſinn'd and repented again, that you 
fancy you have quite got a knack of Repen- 
tance. Alas! What fort of Repentance is it? 
It is, I fear, mere mock Sorrow, and Such 
a One as can only ſerve to harden you in Sin, 
-and render Repentance more difficult to 
you to acquire, when Old Age the third 
Fore-runner of Death ſhall give'you Notice 
of it's approach. And this is the Reaſon 
why ſo many receive no Benefit from the 
Warning which Grey-Hairs bring along 
with them. Their Evil Habits are grown 
inveterate and they have gone on ſo long, 
not pacifying their Conſciences with one 
ſincere Repentance, but lulling and huſhing 
it with ſo many ſham Ones; that the Older 
they grow the ſtronger their Inclination is 
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to Sin, and the leſs they are diſpoſed for 
Repentance. View this old Man. What is 


he the better for being old? The Power 
of ſinning has long. ſince taken leave of 
him, and yet ſo faithful a Servant is he to 
his old Maſter Satan that he cannot reſolve 
to quit the Affection to Sin, Drunkenneſs he 


has confeſt, perhaps, a hundred times; and 


yet, tho he cannot ſwill as much Liquor in 


quantity as he formerly could, his Good- 
Will to it daily encreaſes. He is a com 


pleater Miſer than ever: And yet he has 
often had Scruples about his Injuſtices and 
been ſorry for them; and ſo ſorry as to re- 


ſolve on Reſtitution; but how has he 
effected it? Why the older he grows, the 


more covetous he becomes, and he is dail 
Hoarding-up freſh Matter for the Reſtitu- 
tion he deſigns to make in charitable Uſes 


at his Death. His Luſt and Luxury with 


all his Repentance take dayly deeper Root: 


Vet he is ſorry for them and defigns to 
amend; but when, when are all theſe fine 


Purpoſes to be executed? He already be- 
gins to doat: His Memory fails him: His 
Strength is gone: He has but one Knee out 


of the Grave and both Feet in it. Ah 


Chriſtians ! Chriſtians! He will repent too, 


but when it is too late, like that other 
ſick Man. Yes: It is highly probable, that a 

Man ſhall repent of his Sins at a time when 
Vor. III. 7 = . 
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he is paſt being ſenſible of them ; or, if he 
is, is only ſenſible of an inveterate Attach- 
ment to them: It is, I /ay, highly pro- 
bable that ſuch a Man ſhould repent at his 
laſt Minutes, whom no Perſuaſions, no 
Calls, no Opportunities could prevail upon 
to repent while the Habit of Sin was young 
and weak upon him and his Faculties 
ftrong and lively? Ah!.of what Benefit 
then is the Warning of Old Age likely to 
prove to Such as neglect the Opportunities 
of Grace in their Youth, Tell me then, 
Beloved, do you think you are ſafe in 
finning with a Dependence upon fature 
Repentance. Alas no: You will think 
quite otherwiſe ; if you reflect on the Dif- 
ficulty of obtaining a true Repentance, 
Tho” you ſhould be ſure of a long Life 
to repent in at Leiſure ; and tho' you could 
promiſe yourſelves the Will to repent ſome 
time or other; the Difficulty of repent- 
ing as you fhould do is fo great that 
it is at leaſt Ninety-nine to One that 
you may not make uſe of the Time nor 
obtain your Wiſh, Perfect Repentance is a 
fincere and hearty Sorrow, for having offended 
Gop, for Gop's ſake: Which muſt eſſentially 
be accompanied with not only an Averſion 
to Sin but to the Occaſions of it. Now to 
bring you thus to Gop, you will ſtand 
in need of the Grace of Gop. And that 
| Grace 
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Grace of Gop muſt be of an extraordinary 
Nature. For it has the double Task to per- 


formof conquering the Obſtinacyof the Heart 
and then [turning it to Gop, To do which is 
required no leſs than a Miracle even of Grace 


| itſelf, But how alas can you hope to come 
at this Grace, which is not to be obtain'd 


but by the Intervention of another Grace ? 
And you alas who cannot reſolve to 


reſiſt Sin, while you have Grace to aſſiſt 


in reſiſting it, can you flatter your- 

ſelf that you will have Strength enough to 

leave it, when you ſhall be without any 
Grace ? ds; | 

But a perfect Contrition, you will tell me, 

is not requiſit to Salvation. No, neither will 

you pretend to aim at it. Alas more is the 


pity. Still you are ſure, that your own Self- 


love or your natural Cowardice will lead 


| you, one time or other, to be ſorry for your 


Sins through the Deſire of eternal Happineſs 
or Fear of everlaſting Wretchedneſs: And 
That with Confeſſion will do. What! your 
Self- love? your Cowardice ? Ah! What Self- 
love can you have to depend upon, who will 
lay your whole Salvation at Stake for one 
tranſient Pleaſure? What Cowardice can 
you rely upon in yourſelves, who dare risk 
eternal Damnation for the meer imaginary 


Taſte of Pleaſure, in one criminal Conſent 


which you may not live to enjoy the wicked 
| Si Satisfaction 
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Satisfaction of? But be it as You ſay. To ob- 
tain that Attrition, and to have the Heart to 
confeſs and do Penance, you will ſtill want 
Grace, And that Grace is not to be had 
without Prayer. Now what Aflurance have 
you that you will be able to pray, when you 
are left to yourſelves? For No-One can even 
call upon the ſacred Name of Jesvs, unleſs 
the Lord gives him the Grace and the Heart 
ſo to do. You ſee then, Beloved, that there 
is no ſmall Difficulty for a Sinner to obtain 
Repentance, tho' he ſhould have the Time 
and the Will to acquire it. Upon the whole, 
the Odds againſt you, when without Grace, 

are ſo great; that, while you have Grace, you 
cannot make too good a uſe of it to avoid 
Sin, For if we had Time to run a Diviſion 
upon all the Hazards Dangers and Difficul- 
ties you will meet with in ſuch a Situation to 
hinder your repenting; you would find, that 
the Odds againſt you are at leaſt Ninety- 
nine to One: And therefore, that you can 
with no ſenſible Safety exchange the State 
of Grace I hope you are in for That of a 
Sinner; becauſe: Nothing is ſo little to be 


depended upon by you at preſent as future 
Repentance. 


II. And yet, Beloved, ons is Nothing 
ſo much to be deſired or depended upon as 


n Repentance, by Such as have been 
| already 
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already unhappy enough to fall into Sin. If 
then there is Any-One here ſo miſerable as to 


be involved in Mortal Sin, let him not deſpair, 
let him not perſiſt in it, but let him repent, 
Let him ſeize the gracious Leiſure which is 


yet allow'd him. Let him catch the flying . 


Grace which is ſtill profer'd him by my 


Mouth. Repent, O Sinner, repent. It is 


the only Remedy you now have. Fly Each 


to the Throne of your offended Gop, and 


with the humble Publican cry-out for 
Mercy. Cry-out mightily : Lord] be mer- 


| ciful to me a Sinner, Repair to the Holy 
Sacraments, confeſs your Sins, do Penance ' 


and be ſorry for what you have done. Re- 
turn to me, ſays the Lord, and I will return 
to you. All the Satisfaction the Lord re- 


quires of you is, that you ſhould "repent, 
and forſake your Evil Courſes. Can you 


then refuſe the eaſy Terms he offers you? 
Can you have any Objection againſt Re- 
pentance? Conſider, Beloved, that it is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, it is ſovereignly uſeful and 
always infallible where it is ſincere. 


It is neceſſary to juſtify the Mercy of 


Gop in ſaving you. You have offended 
his Majeſty and abuſed his Grace : It con- 


cerns his Juſtice therefore not to admit 


you to Pardon and Mercy till you do Some- 
thing to deſerve it; and what leſs can you 
do to deſerve Mercy than to be ſorry for 


what 
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what you have done amiſs and fin no more; 
Had the Cities of Sodom and Gomorrah 
done this while they had time; nay, had 


but a ſmall Number of their Inhabitants 
done it for the Reſt; they had All (horrid 


as their Crimes were) been ſaved from the 


Wrath which overtook them. As I live, 
ſays the Lord, I will not the Death of a 

Sinner; but rather, that he be converted and 
live. It was Repentance which reſtored 
the criminal David to the Grace and 


Favour of his offended Maker. It was by 


Repentance that the Magdalen acquired 


the enviable Degree of Love and Tenderneſs 


which Chriſt expreſs'd for her. And had 
Judas too, even Judas, repented as he 
ſhould have done; even he might have riſen 
to a degree of Grace as great as that of Any 
of his Fellow Apoſtles. Alas ! He did repent; 
but how did he repent? Not with a Re- 
pentance of Love, of Hope, of Tenderneſs; 
but with a Repentance of Deſpair, a Re- 
pentance infinitly more criminal than his 
very Treachery to Chriſt, Ah Sinner! Sin- 
ner! unhappy Sinner! Be not thus diſmay'd, 
Tho' you have hitherto follow'd that 
Wretch in your Treachery and Ingratitude 
to Gop, by ſelling his Grace for a finful 
Satisfaction, follow him not in his frantic 
Repentance. No; hope in the Mercies 
of your Good Gop and call upon = 
or 
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for Forgiveneſs. Remember the Recep- 
tion he gave to the penitent Fſalmiſt, 


to the humble Publican, to the repenting 


Sinner who waſh'd his Feet with her 
Tears; and, as you have outſtript them 
in what they did amiſs, grudge not to 
equal them in what they did right. You 


ſee the great uſefulneſs of Repentance in 


the Fruits they reap'd from it. And 
what ſhould hinder you from reaping the 
ſame Fruits? The Efficacy of a ſincere 
Repentance is always infallible, always 
certain. No Sinner is excepted from 

the Benefit of Gop's Mercy, who will 
but recur to it in time. Come now. O 
Sinner, ſays the Lord in Isa1an, Come 
let us Reaſon together. Waſh you, make 
you clean, put away your Evil doings 
from before my Eyes, and though your 
Sins be as Scarlet they ſhall be as white as 
Snow. Do fo then, O Chriſtians: Throw 
yourſelves on the Mercies of Gop, hide 
yourſelves in the Wounds of your dear 
| Redeemer, repent, do Penance and fin 
no more : That as you - have given more 
Diſpleaſure to Heaven by one Mortal Sin 
than Ninety-nine Juſt Men have done 
by their venial Offences ; ſo ſeeing the 
Miracle of your Converſion and conſider- 
ing the Odds which were againſt you, the 
Hazards, the Dangers, the Difficulties IP 
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have ſurmounted in it, there may be 


more Joy in Heaven upon Every-one of 
you who doth Penance than upon Ninety- 
nine Juſt who have none of thoſe Dif- 
ficulties to ſurmount becauſe they need 


not Penance. Thus ſhall your Repen- 


tance be rewarded with a perfect For- 
giveneſs, and your Forgiveneſs be crown'd 
with a Confirmation of Grace in this Life, 
and a Certainty of Glory in the next, 
Which In the Name, &c. 
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And it came to paſs, when the Multitudes 
preſs d upon him to hear the Word of 
1 | 


HERE was a Time then, Be- 
loved, when the Word of Gop 


1 not always appear ſo dry, inſipid 
and void of Reliſh but that ſome Men could 
find Matter of Pleaſure in it. Nay what 
have I ſaid? Why did I not rather ſay, that 
it has been found ſo richly full of the Uſeful ' 
and Delightful that whole Multitudes were 
induced to run after it? And why then (ah! 
why?) is Mankind grown ſo ſhamefully 
indifferent to it now? Is it, perhaps, that 
It has loſt any Part of it's intrinſic Value? 
. i U _ Has 
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Has It not in itſelf the ſame real Virtye 
and Reliſh it ever had? In a word, is It 
not now every way the ſame, It ever was? 
Yes, Beloved ! The Word of Gop is till 
the Same; but Men are not the Same, 
Once they had Ears'and Organs to receive 
the ſacred Sounds of Truth. Then even 
Fews, per fidious Fews, the Enemies of 
Chriſt, * — ſcorn'd his Power and deſpiſed 
bis Perſon, ſtill fond ſuch true Delight 
in Gop's inſtructive Voice, that they could 
leave their Houſes, Families Affairs and 
All, to follow the very Man they hated, 
70 hear from him the Word of Gop. Nor 
was it One-by-One, they went to him, or 
in ſmall Parties; but in whole Crouds, 7 
prodigious Crouds. Vaſt Multitudes, with- 
out conſulting Eaſe or Safety, unſtay'd by 
Fears of wanting Seats or Elbow-room, 
joſtle, pufſh-on, and, partly ſtifling, partly 
ſtifled, een .caperly on One- another and 
even upon Chrift; anxious to learn the 
Almighty's Will from him. And Theſe 
were Jets, ineredulous perverſe wy ſtiff⸗ 
neck d Fes. c 
Who then could think; if fad Ex 

did not urge him to it, that C ltere 
Men who pretend to love profeſs and 
ollow Chriſt) ſhould be ſo wretchedly in- 
different, as we fee they are, to liſten to 
Gop's holy Word, till rich with heavenly 


Knowledge, till big as ever with the Fruits 
| 1 % a 4. xd SSP of 
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of Grace ; and ſtill the Same in value as 
it ever was? Who could believe, . that Theſe 
can ſcarce vouchſafe, to ſtep one Street be- 
fide their Way, one Door beyond their 
own; that they can ſcarce prevail upon 
themſelves to give - up one ſhort Hour in a 
Week; and by no Means can ſacrifice one 
Pleaſure, one trivial Engagement, to the 
hearing what their all-gracious Sovereign 
has to offer for their Good? O the Infatua- 
tion! What ſhall we impute it to? If Chri- 
ſtians, to hear the Word of Gop, muſt 
needs ſubmit to all thoſe Hardſhips which the 

Fews encounter'd : If they muſt take 15 
Journeys for it; expoſe thamſelves to ſtand- 


ing long amidſt a preſſing Populace, with- 


out a Place of Shelter from the Rains, the 
Heats and other Inconveniences which 
might ſurpriſe them: If they muſt run 
the Risk of being bruiſed TP trampled-on 


by an unruly Multitude, and all fill with 


the, uncertainty, of getting near enough the 

f- to reap the Benefit of what he 
ſays; T I ſhould not wonder much at Thoſe 
who ſtay'd away. Rather ſhould, I wonder 
more. at Thoſe who went to hear him, 
undaunted by theſe Difficulties. For ſurely 
All who know the Chriſtians of our Age 
can never expect ſuch zealous Warmth 
From Them ; howeyer right it was in un- 


believing Jews. The Fes indeed were - 
N e Lovers of their earthly Eaſc 
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and Pleaſure ; yet they could find a Plea- 
ſure too in heavenly Subjects, and could 
ſometimes give- up the Former for the 
Latter. But our modern Chriſtians have 
ſo refined upon Feuiſh Luxury that Nothing 
will go down with them, but what'is car- 
nal, merely carnal. Talk to them of ſome 
idle Shew, ſome filly Pageantry, ſome 
Mountebank, or ſome enthufiaſtic Im- 
poſtor ; and no Ties, no Buſineſs, no En- 
gagements ſacred or Prophane have Power 
to reſtrain their Eagerneſs: No Hardſhips, 
Dangers or Fatigues are able to deter them 
from mingling with the rudeſt Mob, to gra- 
tify their ſenſeleſs Curioſity. But tell them 
of being crouded at a Sermon : Tell them 
of wanting Eaſe or Elbow-rqom ; and Prieſts, 
may preach the Word of Gop to Benches, 
or never preach at all, for aught they care. 
For then forſooth they find . themſelves ſo 
weak ; they are ſo naturally delicate, that 
every fancied Inconveniency afrights them: 
And Crouds are excellent Excuſes to omit 
neceſſary Duty. Well! let us grant, that, in 
thoſe old forgotten Times when Prieſts had 
Crouds to preach to, the Excuſe 2 
But now what Plea can be alledged in favour 
of the ſtrange Indifference which You, Be- 
loved, ſhew to Gop's inſtructive Word; but 
that you have no Ears for Aught which is 
not earthly. Have you not, in every Place 
where Gop's enlightening Word is preach'd, 
155 Room 
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Room Conveniency and Leiſure more than 
needful? And yet what uſeleſs Pains We 
take to draw you to attend to what your 
heavenly Lord commiſſions Us to ſay to 
you? Ah! Where are now the Crouds, 
the Throngs, the eager Multitudes preſſing 
from, every Quarter to liſten to their Gop ? 
| You'll tell me, may-be that the Caſe is 
alter d; The Word of God is not convey'd 
to you at preſent as it was formerly by 


' Gop's own Mouth: For all his Doctrins 


now are ſpoken to you at ſecond hand, and 
only by his Miniſters, and therefore cannot 
be fs: Same. But give me leave to tell 
you, that you deceive yourſelves, and grofly 
too. Surely you are very ſhort of Memory 
or but a little Faith would ſet you right. 
Remember what your Saviour tells his Miz 
niſters, He, who heareth You, heareth' Me; 
and He, who deſpiſeth You, Y eſpiſeth Me. 
*Tis not the Preacher then you go to hear; 
but Gop himſelf, whoſe Voice and Inflru- | 
ment he is: And therefore, as often as 
neglect or ſcorn to hear bim, it is Gop and 
not the Prieſt whom you deſpiſe. And 
what can you expect from ſuch a Scorn, 


but that your lighted Gop ſhould flight 
you in his turn ; withdraw his Grace; and 
leave you to yourſelves? Ah Beloved Chri- 
ſtians! Provoke no longer then the Almighty's 
juſt Contempt ; but eagerly embrace all Op- 
portunuties of hearing him and finding 17 
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his bleſſed Will to practice it. And that 
your Attention to his holy Word may be 


of Profit to you; wet me Point t to you, 
in brief, 


3 What DN are required to hear 
the Word of Gon with Fruit: And 
II. What are the Fruits of hearing the 
Word of Gop with a due Diſpoſition. 


ec Speak then: Yes Speak, O Lord, Th 
* | Servants hear Thee. gay wo) while Thou | 
* ſpeakeſt to us give us thoſe Diſpoſitions 
&« which may make thy bleſſed Words of 
„ uſe to us. For ah! If Thou do ſt not 
an er where ſhall we hape to gain them?“ 


I; -Sluggiſh and nealigent: as the major Part 
| of Chriſtians are, I dont pretend to charge 

| them All with never going to hear the. Word 

| of Gop. No: There are Some, who, when 

at Leiſure, when neither Buſineſs nor Plea- 

ſure interferes, that is, in ſhort, when they 

have Nothing elſe to do, will go to hear 

=. an — It-is an agreeable Amuſe- 

l ment: If the Preacher be an Orator; his 

pl Diſcourſe will give them Pleaſure: If not; ; 

It will at leaſt afford them Diverſion. 

| And this they are always ſure of, that they 

Y will have an Opportunity of killing an Hour 

which hangs heavy upon their Hands. But 

is this, Beloved, is this a Chriſtian way of 

hearing the Word of Gop? Is not this a 

Frame 


i 
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Frame of Mind fitter for a Ball or a Play? 
What Benefit can Any-one expect to reap 
from Goy's ſacred Truths, who approaches 
to hear them with ſo much Indignity? 
Where is the Wonder then, that, of ſo 
many Chriſtians who reſort to hear the 
Word of Gop, ſo Few, ſo very Few, come 
benefited from it? The Matter is Plain: 
The major Part of them take no Pains to 
cultivate their Souls for the Reception and 
Retention of this divine Seed, and therefore 
can receive no Fruit from it. e e 
The Diſpoſitions then neceſſary to enable 
a Chriſtian to hear Gop's holy Word with 
Profit are of THREE Sorts, The Fir/# Sort 
are requiſit before you approach to hear the 
Word of Gop; the Second while you are 
actually hearing it; and the Laſt when you 
have heard it. The Diſpoſitions with which 
you ought to approach to hear the Word of 
Gor are Purity of Intention Recollection 
and Prayer, Curioſity, Diſſipation and In- 
devotion are proper Diſpoſitions enough to 
ſet-out with to a Farce or a Concert: All 
you can propoſe from Either is preſent Di- 
. verſion; and That your Curiofity will agree 
with, your Diſſipation will. promote, and 
your Indevotion will double. But ſurely 
Theſe can never be fit Preparations for heat- 
ing the Sacred Word of Gop. And yet 
how many Chriſtians pay Viſits to Preachers 
with no bettet a Provifion! How Many are 


352 


Whether his Expreſſion, his Action, and 


On the Fourth SUNDAY 

led to hear Gop's awful Word from Preacher 
to Preacher out of no better a Principle 
than vain or malicious Curioſity? Either 
more to tickle their Senſes with his Lan- 
guage or Action, if it be ſuch as their Self- 
Conceit approves of, than to ſtrengthen 
their Minds with his Doctrin? Or elſe to 
gratify a mean Inclination to Cenſure and 
Criticiſm ? How Many. follow a Preacher, 
becauſe they are pleaſed to like the Man ? 
And how Many for no better a Motive than 
becauſe Others do ſo? Ah fooliſh Mortals! 
Is this a ſufficient Diſpoſition for Chriſtians 
to ſet-out with to liſten to the Miniſters of 
Gop? Whether you think the Preacher a 

rfect or imperfect Man in himſelf ; what 
F his perſonal Merit to do with the ſacred 


Truths he is commiſſion'd to utter to 


you ? Has not your Saviour, in the xxiii'd of 


St. Matthew, already directed you to mind 


what his Miniſters ſay, without regard to 
what they do. It is not then the Man but 


his Doctrin you are to mind. As long there- 


fore as a Preacher is not ſo imperfect as to be 


diſcountenanced by the Church from teach- 


ing you; what Excuſe will your Diſeſteem 
of him be for your diſregarding him when 
teaching you how to be better than him- 


ſelf? In like Manner, let him be as you 
wiſh him; what has the Manner of his 


Delivery to do with the Doctrins he delivers? 
his 


» a * 
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his Perſon be pleaſing to you or not; are 


not the divine Maxims he utters ſtill the 


Same, and ought not you then to embrace 


them with equal Ardour ? So you will, Ber 


loved; if you come not to us more out of 
idle or malicious Curioſity than out of the 
pious Defire of r That is one 
of the Faults St. Paul charges the Thefſa- 
lonians with, and That, IJ fear, is a Fault 


in too many of Yau, york walk unquietly, x 


as the Apoſtle ſays, working nothing, but 


. curiouſly meddling; © How many alas! 


% How Many, ſays a celebrated « Author, 
hunt after Truth not in Truth itſelf but 
<« in a Maze of Vanity; and finding the 
TFruth they ſeek, apply it not to a true 
*©. Purpoſe. but to a Purpoſe of Vanity! 
*© and what is the moſt, wretched of all is 
** that, in the very Words of Life, they 
** negociate the Bufineſs of Death,” - 

But this, v0 ſay, is not the Caſe with 
Us, We come with no evil Deſigns. Per- 
8 haps not, Beloved: But do you come with 


any Deſigns at all? If you don't; you might 
as well forbear to oome hither or any where 


elſe, where the Word of Gop is preach'd. 


If you repent not of your. former Life; if 


you deſire not to reform; if you don't aps 

with the Intention to learn from 
Gop the Means of doing ſo; in vain: you 
liſten to the Word of Gov. | The Obſti- 
2% of your Will is an. Impediment to 
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all the Fruits you might be capable of reap- 


ing from it; and © You will only find 


0 freſh Matter in the Words of Life to 


e negociate the Buſineſs of Death. And 


yet J don't: pretend to:fay, that None, 


who are in a State of Mortal Sin, ſhould 
go to hear the Word of Gop; or that they 


are abſolutely incapable of benefiting by its 


No: Such have the greateſt Need and Rea- 
ſon of All, to go and to go often. And 
Such may reap the greateſt Fruits by reap- 
ing their Converſion; provided they ap- 
proach with a ſincere Deſire of Repentance, 


and with the Reſolution to inform them- 


ſelves how to: repent, and to put their 
Information in practice. For without this 


what do they do but turn Gop's ſacred 


Word into Ridicule, by liſtening to it with 
obſtinate Intention to neglect it? In Mor- 
tal Sin or not then, Beloved, Such as a 
proach to hear God's holy Word, with- 


out the Purpoſe of improving by i, put 


an Affront upon the Lord of Majeſty; and 


thus in the very Words of Lito oy 


** negocuate. the Buſineſs of Death,”  - + 
But how ſhall we come by a right Intas⸗ 


1 without a little Recollection? Can the 


immediate paſſing from prophane, perhaps 


criminal Amuſements, to the ſacred Em- 


oyment of liſtening to Gov, Be any 
Proof of Repentance or of the Deſire of 
it? Or can an actual 8 of Attach« 
| ent 
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ment to Sin be a proper Diſpoſition towards 


learning to quit it? No; ſurely it is neceſ- 
fary, before we can learn to quit Sin, to 


enter into ourſelves in order to be acquainted - 


with the Nature of our Attachment to it; 
O my Gov | Is it poſſible we ſhould be 
defirous of ſeeking and finding Thee while 
we are voluntarily eſtranged and alienated 
from Ourſelves? Ah! No, Chriſtians : It 
is impoſlible. Before you approach then 
to hear Goy's holy Word; it is highly im- 
portant for you to enter into yourſelves and 


there to examin what you are, what - 
vou ſhould be, and how you may paſs 


from what you are to what you ought 
to be. If you do this with Humility and 
ſerious Sincerity ; you will not fail to find, 
that you are miſerable Sinners, that you 
ought to become penitent Saints, and that 


the liſtening in a proper manner to Goo's | 


Miniſter, is one of the moſt probable Means 
of converting you from Sinners to Saints. 
Nor can you recollect thus much without 
ſeeing the abſolute neceſſity of recurring 
to Goo for Aſſiſtance, to make a proper 


uſe of that Means. The ſeeing how much 
Strength You want to break the criminal 


Ties you are held by, how much Grace 
you ſtand in need of to lay hold on a holy 
Repentance, and what ſuperior Lights you 
have occaſion for to reap theſe Advantages 
| * the divine yy which you propoſe 
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to apply to, will ſweetly force you to throw 
| yourſelves. proſtrate and ſuppliant before 
your Maker for his Co-operation with your 


good Deſigns, and you will inſenſibly crys 
out in the fulneſs of your mollified Heart, 
with the humble Publican and penitent 


Pſalmiſt, Lord be merciful to me a Sinner! 


Lord, give me underſtanding that I may 
know ily Laws. In ſuch Diſpoſitions you 
may approach with Confidence to liſten to 
Gop's Word from the Mouth of his Mini- 
ſter: But without them, Beloved, alas you 


are miſerably murdering your Time- and 


* in the very Words of Life, nn 


the Bufineſs of Death. 


The Word of Gop deliver'd by the Mouth 


of his Miniſters is undoubtedly the Word of 


Life ; in-as-much-as It is capable of pro- 
ducing Lite in the Souls of Such as hear it, 
be they actually ever ſo dead to the Divine 
Grace: For the Words of Gop are Spirit 
and Life itſelf, and Life is their proper 
Operation. But there is another Effect 


they may and alas often do produce and That 


is Death, the Death of Obſtinacy in Sin; 
which always leads to That of eternal Per- 
dition. This Effect indeed is foreign to 


the Divine Word itſelf; is produced only 
by accident; and depends chiefly on the 
Diſpoſition of the Hearer. To make the 
Word of Gop then the Seed of Life and 
not of Death to you, ſee what Diſpoſition 


you 


aſter PENTEC08sT," 

you are in, while you are actually hear- 
ing it. Have you the Faith in it, which 
' Chriſtians ought to have, Beloved? Do 
you attend to it with a truly Chriſtian 


Earneſtneſs? Do you apply it with Humi- 


lity as Chriſtians ought to do? In ſhort, in 
the Words of Life are you negociating the 


Buſineſs of Life or of Death? If you believe 
the facred Doctrins you hear, to be the 


Words of God; If you have preſent- in 


your Mind what Chriſt ſaid to us his Mini- 


ſters, He, who hears You, hears Me: And 


if the Faith you have in your Saviour fills 
you with conviction, that you are hearing 


Gov himſelf, while you liſten to his Mini- 


ſters ; your Faith is truly lively and Vou 


have made one Step towards negociati 
the Buſineſs of Life. But ah Chriſtians! 
If, Inſtead of this, you mean only to hear 
the Miniſter of Gop; if you take what he 
ſays only for the Sentiments of a Man like 
yourſelves, a frail Man as liable to Error 
as you are; what Benefit can you hope to 
reap from what you hear? Gon has not 
romiſed any Fruits to the Words of Men: 
It is his Word only which is Spirit and Life 
and You alas, for want of believing it Such, 


are negociating in it the Buſineſs of Death., 


It was by ſach an unhappy. Misbelief that 
 Pharao provoked Gon to leave him to the 
hardneſs of his own Heart, He refuſed nat 


to hear the Word of Gop by the Mouth of 


his 
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his Miniſter Moſes; but then he would not 
believe he was hearing Gop but Moſes. 
| Wonder therefore, that he ſhould: alp . 
Gop's facreg Injunctions, perſiſt in his Sin 
and negociate the Bufineſs of Death in 
„the very Words of Life. | | 
Liſten then, Beloved, Liſten to the laing 
Leſſons you hear from Gop's Miniſters, as 
to Gop himſelf, Hear them attentively: 
For tis Gop himſelf who ſpeaks. Call- out 
to him with eagerneſs, as Samuel did, Speak 
Lord for thy Servant heareth, Abſtract 
your Thoughts from the Merit or Demerit 
of the Preacher, who is Nothing more than 
the ſimple Inſtrument to convey the ſacred 
Sound to you; and let your Gop engroſs 
all your Attention. Should you receive a 
Letter from your Parent, your Friend or 
3 your Sovereign; would you neglect the 
i - Contents of That to attend to the Garb, 
1 the Air, or the Worth of the Perſon who 
brought it? Would not your Eagerneſs to 
know the Will of the Perſon, who ſent 
him, rather prompt you to overlook the 
' Bearer and ſearch into the greatful Subject 
he brings? And why ſhall not you do the 
fame when your Gop ſends his Pleaſure to 
vou by the means of his Miniſter ? It is 
e not then to the Speaker, ſays a venera- 
% Ble: Author, that the Hearers of Gop's 
. Word are to attend; not to his inſigni- 
“ ficant Perſon: No, but to the Things he 
cc ſpeaks. 
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© ſpeaks, They are what ought to engroſs 

ce the whole vey ug wha of iis Soul _ 

_ « cauſe the Truths he delivers he brings. 

© from Gop, ” 

And yet of what uſe can the livelieſt 
Faith or ſtricteſt Attention be; unleſs you 


are humble enough to apply what Gop ys 


to you, and to apply it to Yourſelves ? If 
you hear the Word of ' Gop, only to apply 
it to others; you may learn from it indeed 
to became notable Cenſors of other People's 

Miſconduct: But what will That avail to- 
wards. correcting or excuſing your own ? 


Ah how Many . reſort to Exhortations - 


merely. to learn how to inveigh. with a 
colour of Zeal againſt their N eighbours | 
Hypocrites ! Public Peſts, who, by inverting 
the good Purpoſe, of every Preacher, turn 
his charitable Reproofs into downright Scan- 
dal; find a-perſonal Reflection in every thing 
he fays; _ in exery kind of Sinner he 
means to convert, can tell better than He 
whom he muſt level. at. But do Wretches 
like Theſe ever apply. what they hear to 
themſelves? No. If they did; after o 
many times hearing the epd Wor nf of Gov; 
we might expect to ſee them ſomething 

better d. Inſtead of which you will "i 
them ever worſe after the laſt Exhortation , 
becauſe as my Author obſerves, 4% in the 


% Words of Life they negociate the Buſi- 


« ys of Death. 
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It was thus poor David had liked to do, 
when after his Sin of Adultery and Mur- 
der the Prophet Nathan came to him from 
So, and repreſenting his Crime to him 
under the Parable of a Man rich in Cattle 
who had robb'd a Poor Man of the only Ewe 
he had, ask him what Puniſhment ſuch a 
Wretch deſerved. David, was not ſo bad 
but he was ſhock'd at the Injuſtice, he 
abhorr'd the heinouſneſs of ſuch an Act in 
Another, and was immediately for putting 
him to death: But ah! he was too much 
blinded by his own Self- love to ſee how 
much more guilty and baſe he himſelf was. 
The Prophet was forced to apply to him. 
Thou, Zhou ar't the Man who hast robb'd 
Urias of tbe only Wife he had. Al Chri- 
ſtians ! Chriſtians! If you mean to profit 
then by hearing the Word of Gop; apply 
it to yourſelves, When you hear him re- 
proaching Sinners of their Perverſeneſs and 
- demanding Satisfaction by the Mouth of his 
Minifters; be Prophets to- yourſelves, and 
prevent Gop's Sentence by your own. 
Cry-out inwardly Everyone to yourſelf 
Thou, thou ar't the Man who hag't robb'd 
*« this Soul of the only Grace it had.” 
Such are the Diſpoſitions requiſit, Beloved, 
to hear the Word of Gov with any Advan- 
tage. And yet theſe are not All. No, The 
preſent Compunction which his Divine 
Doctrin may work in you while you are 
e | actually 


after PENTECosT. 


actually hearing him, can but little avail 
you; if you do not improve the preſent 
Benefit into a laſting one. And how can 
vou propoſe to do this; if, as ſoon as 
you. depart from an Exhortation, you take 
no more thought about it ? To reap then 
from the Word of Gop the laſting Fruits 
it is capable of yielding, you muſt digeſt 
it in your Mind and practice it in your 
Actions. Theſe are the Diſpoſitions in 
which you ought to depart. Alas of what uſe 
.can it be to you, to give the Word of Gop 


Reception in your Mind and Heart and yet 


to take no care of cultivating Either in a 
manner fit to cheriſh it? * What Fragrancy 
has Incenſe, ſays St. Auguſtin, till it be 
« thrown on the Fire? Or what Reliſh has 
<< Muſtard till it be pounded? So neither 
does the Word of Gop exert it's Virtue, 


6e till it be rightly digeſted in the Heart. 


And yet, Beloved, let your Heart and Mind 
have ever ſo digeſted Gov's holy Word; un- 


| leſs you bring it forth in' your Actions, of 


what Purpoſe is it to you? © If any One, 
% ſays à learned Author, hears the Word 
of Gop and expreſſes it not in his Actions; 

* what is he like but the Man, whom 
St. James the Apoſtle hints at; who, after 
* examining his Face in a Glats, forgets 
t© his. own Semblance, the very Inſtant he 


turns his Back on it.” In ſhort to what 


- Purpoſe have you heard, to what End have 


. Y you 
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you received into your Souls the Word of 


Gop; if, after hearing, after cheriſhing it, 
you ſtifle all it's Fruits by forgeting or ne- 
glecting it? Gop ſpeaks Nothing in vain: 
What he ſays to you by the Mouth of his 


| Miniſter: is for your Converſion and Salva- 


tion: And if you hear it and do not make 
uſe-of it to that End; are you not contemn- 


ing the Riches of Gop's Grace, and © in 


© the Words of Life negociating the Buſi- 
«*« neſs of Death?” What will ſerve greatly 
to confirm all I have hitheto faid, concern- 
ing this Subject, is a very remarkable Paſſage 
of St. Auguſtin to this Purpoſe, © Which, 
* ſays this wonderful Doctor, which ſeems 
ce to you of moſt Conſequence the Word 
© of Gop or the Body of CurisT. If 
ce you will anſwer truly; you muſt fay, that 
* the Word of Gop is not inferior to the 
* Body of CHRIST ; and that therefore He 
* is not leſs criminal, who hears and neglects 
*© the Word of Gov, than Another would 
* be, who, through his own negligence, 
* ſhould ſuffer the Body of CHRIS to 
« fall to the Earth.“ 


II. Ah Chriftians! Deareſt Fellow-Chri- 
ſtians ! Have you conſider'd all this before? 
At leaſt is not the Conſideration of all this 
ſufficient to induce you for the future to 
acquire the Diſpoſitions requiſit for reaping 


from the Word of Gop the bleſſed Fruits 
| it 


Pa 
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it is capable of producing? Is not my Word 


like Fire, ſays the Lord by his Prophet 


TEREMIAH, and like a Hammer which break- 
eth the Rock in Pieces? Ah yes, Belqved: . 


There is no Heart fo harden'd but it muſt 
melt before the ſacred Word of Gov, if it 
be heard with Simplicity of Mind and 
Heart, with Humility and Fervor, with 
Faith and Deſire, with Attention and Ap- 
plication, There is no Sinner ſo confirm'd 
in Sin but upon hearing the Word of Gon, 
if he will but digeſt it and follow it, may 
be molded into a Penitent, may be _ 
verted and live. Converſion is the grea 
Fruit of Gop's holy Word duly heard, the 
Conſequence of which is no leſs than eter- 


nal Life. And therefore is it that holy 
' David, who had had the Experience, 'tells 


us, that the Law of the Lord is immaculate 
converting Souls, St. Bernard gives us a beau- 
tiful-Deſcription of Some of the ſweet Effects 
of it thus attended to. The Soul,” /ays he, 


* acquieſces, by the Word of Gov, io Con- 


verſion; is enlighten d by it to Know- 
* ledge; ; repoſes i in it for Virtue; is reform'd, 
" by it, to Wiſdom : By conforming to it, 
It acquires Beauty; by wedding it be- 
*© comes fruitful ; and by enjoying it reaps 
Delight.“ All "theſe are the Fruits of 
the Word of God heard with a right Diſ- 
poſition. St. Ambroſe goes farther ſtill and 


tells us, that whoeyer is fed with the 
Y 2 e 
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e Word of CuR1sT, is indifferent to all 
«© earthly Food. That alone can he reliſh, 
« That alone ſatiates the Soul and fattens 


„ the Bowels.” In a word, what the Saint 


would give you to underſtand, is, that No- 
thing is ſo capable as the Word of Gop, once 
truly reliſh'd, to give you a Diſtaſte to all 
which is worldly, Nothing will ſooner con- 
vince you of the real Inſipidneſs of all which is 
Earthly, and Nothing will give you a greater 
Thirſt and Appetite after the ſolid Joys it 


points- out to you. This we ſee no where more 


ſtrictly verified than in the preſent Goſpel, 
where we find that the Apoſtles, after hear- 


ing the Words of CHRIST, let all Things 


to follow him. They were made ſenſible 
kow taſteleſs, how joyleſs and how worth- 
leſs was every thing created, in competition 
with hearing and following him. And 


| therefore, leaving all Things, they follow'd 


him. So will you do; if, like them, You 
preſs upon him to hear the Word of Gop, and 
do ſo with the ſame; inward and outward 
Diſpoſitions as they were in. And if, Be- 
loved, you have Faith enough in your 


Saviour's Words to believe, that, hearing us 


you hear him; you will be more diligent, 
than you have hitherto been, to preſs upon 
us to hear the Word of Gov, This we ask 
of you for your ſakes not for our own. 
What is it to us whether you come or 
not, but that we have your Salvation at 
100 8 | Heart? 


| \ after PENTECOST 
Heart? We receive Nothing, ask Nothing, 


want nothing from you. We preach the 


Goſpel to you freely and without coſt, why 
will you not hear it as freely? All we re- 
quire of you, Chriſtians, is that you bring 
ſuch Diſpoſitions as may qualify you to 
receive true ſolid and laſting Benefit from 
the ſacred Doctrins we deliver to you from 
Gov, that © in the Words of Life you 
«© may not negociate the Buſineſs of Death, 
by having. to , anſwer for neglecting the 
Riches of his Mercy, but that you may 
reap from them the Bleſſings they are ready 
to yield you which is a Life of laſting Grace 
in this World and a Life of everlaſting 
Glory with your Gop an the next. Which, 

Sc. In the Name, &c. RV 
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S,. MATTHEWvr, 21. 
Unleſs your Fuſtice abound more than That of 
the Scribes and Phariſees you ſhall” not 
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, 


LAS can there be any Poſſibi- 
lity of ſach a Juſtice as this? 
Can our Juſtice abound more 
than, that of Men who lay claim 
to the utmoſt Nicety of Juſtice? 
Who were more ſtrict Obſervers of the 
Law than the Scribes and the Phariſees? 
None more remarkably liberal than they in 
Benefactions to the Poor; whom they even 
gather d to their Doors by the Sound of 
Trumpet, to partake of their domeſtic 
Alms, over an above the large Sums they 
threw into the common Treaſury of the 


Neceſſitous, in the — They were ſo 


averſe 
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On the Fifth SUNDAY, &c. 
ayerſe from public Scandal, that they ſuffer d 
not the leaſt Defect in their Neighbours to 


paſs unreproved. Then how did they faſt? 
So rigorouſly that their. very Countenances 


were disfigured, their Cheeks pale and wan, 


their Eyes perfectly ſunk for want of Ali- 
ment; and every Feature ſpoke their inward 


Suffering. In the Temples they were always 
at the head of Gop's People, ſpiriting them to 


Prayer, by being the firſt and moſt con- 
ſpicuqus in that holy Exerciſe. Nay their 
very Excurſions through the Streets were ſo 


many Acts of public Worſhip of their Gon. 


They were not like the reſt of Men, Ex- 
tortioners, Unjuſt, Adulterers, as the 
Publican was: No, they were rigid Diſ- 


countenancers of every - Breach of Gop's 


Laws. They faſted twice a Week, and gave 
Tithes of all they poſſeſs'd. In a word, 
they were juſt to a Punctilio, charitable to 


Profuſeneſs, and religious to a Scruple. 


They were ſo circumſpect in their own 
Conduct, as to ſuffer no Blemiſh to bring a 
Reproach on themſelves; ſo zealous in watch- 
ing the Deportment of Others, that no Man 
could ſcreen a Blemiſh from their Pene- 
tration; and ſo unwearied in the Buſineſs 
of the divine Worſhip, that they were for- 
ever ſacrificing, forever praying, forever 
taken-up with Devotion in their Temples, 
in their Houſes, nay in the very Streets. 
Ah Beloved! what higher Degree of Juſtice 


can 
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On the Fifth Su N DAY 
can be aſpired to by Prieſts, by religious 
Men, by the moſt zealous Profeſſors and 
Teachers of Chriſtian Perfection? 

Say then, O my Gop, is it not enough 
even that thy Miniſters be poſſeſt of a 
Juſtice like this? Muſt every Layman; every 
Courtier; every Soldier, Lawyer, Mechanic 
and even Servant abound more, or be forever 
excluded form the Kingdom of Heaven ? 
O poor deluded Worldlings! Farewell then 
to your flattering, falſe, deceitful Hopes in 
your little Merits: Farewell to miſtaken 


Confidence in your lukewarm Piety : Fare- 


well to Preſumption : Farewell, farewell to 
Heaven ; if you ſtop where you are: How 
ſhort, alas how ſhort, does not all your Virtue, 
Piety and Chriſtian Juſtice fall of That of 
Scribes and. Phariſees? Who {till with all 
their Juſtice miſs d of Heaven! What Vi- 
gilance is yours to keep your Conduct free 
from Blemiſhes, which cannot guard you, 
from one Confeſſion to another, from mortal 
Breaches of God's ſacred Laws? Where is 


x your Zeal to diſcourage Vice in Others, while 


every Day you are {trengthening them in Evil 
by your Example? Where are the Poor, 
the Sick or the Diſtreſt, fed, viſited, or 
cloathed in part by You? Where the ſad 
Hearts made glad by your Advice or Suc- 
cour? While you yourſelves are rioting in 
Plenty for your ſeveral Stations, will all your 
Alms of a whole Week, TI uill not ſay, of 


Months, 


ofter PENTECosT. 
Months, afford one Dinner to a ſtarving Wi- 
dow ; buy one poor homely Shirt to fave a 
naked Orphan from the Grave; or ſnatch one 
famiſh'd Soul from preſent Miſery ? Is it your 
Piety and Fervor keeps you from the holy 
Sacraments, makes you abſent from public 
Prayers ſo often, and renders you fo loth 
to liſten to Gop's holy Word? In ſhort, 
is it the Zeal you have for the Almighty's 
Honour, your own and Neighbour's Good, 
which makes you ſo tepid in them all. Alas! 
how weak then is your Juſtice compared to 
That of Scribes and Phariſees? And yet, Be- 
loved, whatever be your State of Life; fo far 
from being any ways exempt from confing-up 
to chem, Your Saviour tells you All without 
exception, and therefore you muſt believe 
it, that Unleſs your Fuſtice abound more 
than That of Scribes and Phariſees, you ſhall 
not enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. 
But how can That be, You'll a me? 
Why — This is what I intend to make the 
Subject of the following Diſcourſe: In which, 


for your greater 1 1 ſhall endea- 
bx on ſhew : : 


by In What che Juſtice of Chriſtians c ou * 
d abound more than That of Scribes 
and Phariſees : And 
U How much the eternal Salvation of 
every Chriſtian depends upon this ex- 
celling Juſtice, 
Vor. III. js. + 2 0 
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« O grant, Almighty Sovereign, thy 
“ Bleſſing to our humble Thoughts: And 
* pointing-out to us the Truths we are 
«« ſearching after, give us the Heart and 
% Grace to reap Salvation from them. 


I. To know how far you ought to excel 
the Phariſees in your Juſtice, it will be 
neceſſary to examin, in what their Juſtice 
was deficient. The Phariſaic Juſtice then 
was all exterior Shew, the Pomp of outſide 
Piety without the inward Spirit of it: It was, 
in a word, the Religion of Hypocrits, - Your 
Juſtice, Chriſtians, muſt be internal, muſt 
flow from the Grace of Gop within you and 
be diveſted of all Diſſimulation and human 
Reſpects. Faſting, Almſdeeds, and Prayer 
are neceflary Duties; but not ſufficient. 
Faſting. is neceſſary. for your own Good, to 
ſubdue your.own Paſſions: Alms are eſſen- 
tially requiſit for your Neighbour's Good, 
to reſcue him from Temptations or ſupport 
him under them: And Acts of Religion, 
ſuch as Prayer, are indiſpenſably required for 
 Gop's Honour and to obtain you his Bleſ- 
ſings. But alas! What are all Theſe together 
without an inward Piety? Mere Phariſaic 
Juſtice, odious to Gop and uſeleſs to you: 

And therefore Unleſs your Fuſtice abound 
more; you ſhall not enter into the Kingdom 
of Heaven, . oo; 
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It is no Wonder that Hypocrits, Men 
whoſe Juſtice is only Phariſaic, ſhould 
always carry the faireſt Outſide: They have 
no other Way to impoſe on Mankind their 


falſe Pretenſions to Virtue, inſtead of the Rea- 


lity, than by making the moſt ſacred Means, 


ſuch as Piety, inſtrumental to their wicked 


Deceits. Their Purpoſe is always to deceive 


and circumvent and therefore no Means more 


likely to anſwer their baſe Intent than a Shew 
of ſuch-Virtue as is the wideſt from Baſe- 
neſs. It cannot then be ſurpriſing to ſee ſuch 
facrilegious Wretches cloke the blackeſt De- 
ſigns under the candid Veil of outſide Inno- 
cence and Piety; proſtitute the very Means of 
Salvation to the Service of Sin and Satan; and, 


with a Malice out-ſtriping That of Lucifer, 


fight Cop with his own facred Weapons. 
And what Crime is there ſo flagitious which 
we may not expect to ſee a Man run into 
who 8 aim at undermining the Throne 
of Gop's Honour, by paying him Homage; 


preſumes to turn his Laws into Ridicule, by 
making them ſubſervient to Rebellion a- 


gainſt him; and trembles not to inſult the 
Divine Majeſty, by making Gop himſelf a 
Tool of his wicked Devices? And what 


leſs do Hypocrits do, whoſe Juſtice is 


merely Phuriſaic, and whoſe Virtue and 


Piety, proceeding from no inward Grace 


and Goodneſs, tend only to anſwer the 
corrupt Intentions of Pride, Avarice, Luſt 
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of Pleaſure, Luſt of Power, Luſt of Ap- 
plauſe, Lyxury, or Revenge? Ah! Well 


might your Saviour tell you, that, Unleſs 


your Fuſtice abound more Than that of Scribes 
and Phariſees 5 you ſhall not enter into the 


Kingdom of Heaven. 


For O how execrable is ſuch Beſeneld in 
the Sight of Gop, and even in the Eyes of 
the Worſt of Men! Theſe excepted. But to 
ſhew the Horror of it in it's genuin Light 
let us purſue this Phariſaic Juſtice to it's 
darkeſt hiding Holes. View then ſome 
hofpitable Man of modern Stamp: What 
Throngs af Beggars croud about his 
Gate]! Wherever he goes, the Poor purſue 
him with their Prayers; and every Church 
or charitable Society can witneſs what large 
Donations he beſtows to feed the Famiſh'd 
and relieve the Oppreſt, Yet truſt him 
not. His Charities, his Alms are Phari/aic, 
mere Phari/aic Juſtice. Why does he feed 
ſome Poor, but that he may rob Many.? He 
is a Hunter after Guardianſhips and Truſts; 
a Plunderer of dead Men's Heirs and 
Widows: And therefore may beſtow ſome 
ſingle Pounds to gain a Name, a Title to 
execute his Thefts without Suſpicion. For 
few Men will believe a charitable Man can 


| þe Unjuſt. But ah! What juſtice is there 


in ſuch Charities? Wretch! Begin firſt to te- 
ſtore the Plunder you have heap'd, by Uſury, 
Oppreſſion of whole F anules, and Breach 

| * 
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of 'Truſt to helpleſs Widows, Babes, EY 


other poor defenceleſs Heirs ; and then give 


Alms. Then, if you ſtand not in need of 


Alms yourſelf: Then, if you have one ſingle 


Mite to ſpare; join it with the poor Widow's | 


Two, and you may ſhare with her a Pre- 
mium, which till then you are unintitled to, 
however large your Benefactions may be. For 
Charity which is not built on Juſtice is errant 
Theft. The Man, who has not paid his 
Debts, reſtored his ill-gotten Wealth, and 
waſh'd his Hands of all the Fruits of Fraud, 
before he gives an Alms, is waſting other 
People's Property; is free with What he has 


no Right to, and liberal at his Neighbour's 


Coſt. If his Beneficence be juſtice; it is That 
of Scribes and Phariſees, not of Chriſtians. 


Unleſs, Beloved, your Fuſtice abound more than 


That ; you ſhall not enter into the King of Heaven. 


What is the Juſtice of this Other? A 
Man of Worth, gracious and free and 
affable to All. A Prieſt but asks him one 


poor Shilling towards the Support of a 


large Family juſt on the point of periſh- 
ing through Want: And with what eaſy 
Grace ſhall not he refuſe it! What Proteſta- 


tions of Confuſion will not he make; how - 


grie ved and downcaſt ſhall not he ſeem, that 
his perplexity of Circumſtance ſhould force 
him to diſmiſs Gop's Miniſter unheard in 
ſuch a moving Cauſe ! Alas Poor Gentleman! 


What pity is it not, that ſuch Good-nature 


ſhould 
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On the Fifth SUNDAY | 
ſhould want the Means to make it uſeful? Ah 
Chriſtians ! Wait and you'll ſee, the Means 
are to be found ; the End is All. Let but 
a handſome Woman tell a diſmal Tale; 

let a bold Beggar come, back'd with a Letter 
from ſome powerful Man he has a View of 
Intereſt in, or from ſome Pot-Companion ; 
and the good- natured Man, who refuſed 
God's Miniſter a Shilling, ſhall laviſh Crowns 


and Guineas in an oſtentatious Alms : And 


if he has them not at preſent Call; ſhall 
even recur to Pledges, to gratify his laviſh 
Fit and make the Devil laugh. Ah how 
that common Enemy of Man delights in 
ſuch miſguided wa eget And well he may: 
When ſuch are Sacrifices made to him. 
For is it, think you, the Diſtreſs of Thoſe 
who ſue which moves this charitable Man 
to Liberality ? No: Tis his Luſt, his Ava- 
rice, or his Pride: His Thirſt of wanton 
Pleaſure, ſordid Lucre, or unfruitful Praiſe. 
Ah Wretch unhappy Wretch! What is 
this Juſtice but the Juſtice of a 2 ? 
Beware then, Chriſtians, beware you don't 
content yourſelves with ſuch a Juſtice: For 
2 your Fuſtice abound much more; you 
Il not enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. 

Alas! What a pity is it not, that This Other 
much better Man ſhould take ſuch Pains and 
be at ſo great Coſt to make himſelf the Sport 
of Hell? It is One whoſe Subſtance is his own, 
eren * by the Luſt of lawleſs 
Pleaſure, 


wed Fea road ane. ie at Fo . j 2s - a 
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Pleaſure, Intereſt or Ambition, how libe- 


rally he ſhares that Subſtance with the Poor! 
But are the Poor the Objects of his Views? 


Is it the Love of Gop which melts his Heart 


to Pity. on his Brethren. Ah No! Such 


Motives never warm his Breaſt: 'Tis empty, 
flattering, falſe Applauſe which charms his 
Soul to Softneſs. Elſe --- why is he fo careful 


to diſtribute his Donations. in the broad face 
of Day? Why are ſo many Second-hands 
employ'd? Why is the Trumpet made to 


| ſound: his Praiſe through every Street? O 


« the good Man!” The pious Man! The 
* charitable Man!” And how the empty 


Jingle pleaſes him! Charitable Man? Can 


ſuch a Man deſerve the Name of charitable? 
Poor, vain, miſtaken Dupe ſay I; the 
Soul of all whoſe Benefactions is Pride abo- 
minable.. Pride, which, perch'd forever on 
his Ear, gapes like a ſtarved Cameleon, to 
catch and feed on empty Air! O that ſuch 


inconſiderate Phariſaic Juſt-Men could but 


give one Peep into the horrid Pit of Hell, 


and there behold the ſhocking Mirth which 
their miſtaken Prodigality creates! HO] 


would they labour to conceal their Alms 
from Satan's Obſervation !. Learn then: O! 
learn, Beloved, from their Folly, ro abound 
in Jaſtice, Be mindful of your Saviour's 
Words, Unleſs your Fuſtice abound more 
than That of Scribes and Phariſees; You ſhall 
not enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, © 

| is Ahl 
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Ah Chriſtian! Chriſtian! Whoever thou 
ar't, who has't an Alms to give, whe- 
ther a Treaſure or a Mite, beſtow it like a 
| Chriſtian, Give it for the Love of Gop, and 
for thy miſerable Neighbour's Sake. When 
eber thou doſt an Almſdeed; ſound not a 
Trumpet before thee, as the Hypocrits do 
in the Synagogues and in the Streets ; that 
they may be honour'd by Men, Amen, I 
ay to you, they have received their Reward, 
the empty unavailing Praiſe for which they 
did it. Be thou, when cer thy Circumſtance 
will let thee, as charitable as the proudeſt 
Phariſee : But be not proud like him. Let 
no vain Oſtentation rob thee of the Merit 
of thy Alms. When thou” do'ſt an Almſ- 
deed ; let not thy left Hand know what ' thy 
right Hand doth. Give thy humble Offering 
in private; that thy Almſdeed' may be in 
ſecret: And thy Father, who ſee'th "his in 
ſecret, toill repay thee.” Nay even, if good 
Example ſhould require your Alms in Pub- 
lic, for then the Charity is double; let not 
Vain-glory rob you of the juſt Reward you 
might expect. No, let your Good-Works, 
Beloved, ine before Men ; that, they may 
glorify your Father who is in Heaven: But 
ſeek no Glory from them to yourſelves. 
Still let the left Hand of your Pride 
remain a Stranger to the Good which your 
right Hand of Grace and Charity performs. 
In a word, as a venerable Father os “ 80 
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et let your Works appear in public, as that 


tt your Innocence and Purity of Purpoſe 


* may render them ſtill private in your 


„ Wiſhes, For, without This, what are your 


beſt of Actions but mere Phariſaic Juſtice 


All. Give Alms, give all you have in Alms 


you are ſtill but Phariſees. So pray in private, 
pray in public, pray in the Corners of the 
Streets; beat bruiſe your Breaſt; rend 


Heaven with your Cries; make Houſes 


Churches eccho with your Groans, and 


crack the Sinews'of your Knees with con- 


ſtant Prayer : Still if your Purpoſe be not 


pure; if Gop be not the Source and End of 


all; you are but Phariſees, Again ---- Faſt, 


if you pleaſe, and faſt as rigorouſly as 
Phariſees have done and Chriſtians ought 


to do; disfigure every Feature of the Face, 
impare your Strength, and humble ever ſo 
your Fleſh with faſting: Nay ſacrifice your 
Eaſe your Reſt and every lawful Appetite 
to Faſting : If your firſt View be Aught but 
Gop's eternal Glory your own and Neigh- 


; bour's Good; you are ſtill at beſt but rigorous 


Phariſees. And what (alas!) can all your 
Phariſaic Strickneſs yield you, when, unleſs 
your Fuſtice abound more than That of Scribes 
and Phariſees; you ſhall not enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven ? 4 bn 
Let no mean Purpoſe then, Dear Fellow 
Chriſtians, ſeduce you to renounce the 
Kirnel for the Shell. Reſign not the Eter- 


tor, III. „ nal 
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nal ſolid Joys of Heaven, for any fleeting 
empty Joys the World can promiſe or afford 
You, Let not Appearances content you ; 
but graſp and hold faſt the ſolid, Inſtead 
of loitering about the Surface of Religion, 
dive to it's ſacred Depths, and never ſuffer 
yourſelves to overlook eſſential Duties for 
Trifles in themſelves. Alms, Prayers and 
Faſting all are Chriſtian Duties, and at 
times eſſential ; becauſe enjoin'd by Gop 
and by his Church. But ſtill even Alms 
and Prayers and Faſting are of themſelves 
mere 'Trifles to the Love of Gop for Gop, 
and Man for Gop ; and only are 'enjoin'd 
as neceſſary Means to lift you up to Theſe. 
Theſe are the Source and End of All your 
other Duties. On theſe two grand origi- 
nal Commands all other Laws depend: If 
then, amuſed and ſatisfied with minding 
lefler Obligations, you leave theſe greater 
Duties unfulfill'd; what is your Juſtice more 
than Phariſaic? And you know, Beloved, 
what little Hopes you have to build on 
That. You know, that, unlefs your Fuſtice 
abound more than That of Scribes and Phari- 
fees; you ſtall not enter into the Kingd 
of Heaven, a f . 
This is another grand Defe&, another 
Madneſs, attending Phariſaic Juſtice, to 
leave the Subſtance for the Shadow ; and, 
ſcrupulous to Superſtition about inferior 
Duties, to ſlight the fundamental Ones. 


Thus 
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to all the external Pomp of Prayer, forgot 
the Love, the Reverence, the Self-depreſſion 
which he owed in preſence of his Maker: 
Forgot the Tenderneſs he owed to his offend- 
ing Brother's Frailties. He went-up moſt 
religiouſly to the Temple to pray, ſo far was 
right, and neceſſary: Nay more he pray'd ; 
but how? Gop. I give thee Thanks, that I 


am not as the reſt of Men, Extortioners, 


Unjuſt, Adulterers, even as this Publican. 
What execrable Arrogance ! Vain Wretch ! 
Do'ſt think, thou haſt diſcharged thy Duty? 


| That thou did'ſt come to pray; 'twas what 


thy Duty made Neceſſity: But it was the 
leaſt of thy great Obligations. There is an 
humble grateful Self-depreffing Love and 
Homage due to Gop : There is a charitable 
Feeling for the Weakneſs of thy Brother to 
be practiced beſides Prayer. Theſe, like a 
finiſh'd Phariſee, thou has't over-look'd ; and 
therefore is thy Prayer deteſtable to Gop, 
and fruitleſs to thyſelf. -Not fo the humble 
Publican profer'd his Prayer: But flanding 
afar off, He would not ſo much as hft his Eyes 
towards Heaven, No, his Love for Gop, 


his Hatred for himſelf, his Faith, his Hope, 


his Humility and his Contrition were in 
ſuch ſweet Exceſs, that all he had the pre- 
ſent Power to do was juſt to knock his 
Breaſt and ſay: Gop be merciful to me 4 


Sinner. His Prayer tis true was not ſo 
Vat Aa 2 long 


1 
Thus the proud Phariſee, while nicely ſtrict . | 
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On the Fifth SunDay 
long as That of the Phariſee : But Prayer 
is {till a leſſer Duty. His Love to Gop was 
great, or he had not grieved ſo heartily for 


having offended him: His fraternal Charity 
was great, or elſe he had not placed himſelf 


ſo far below his baughty Phariſaic Brother: 


Theſe are eſſential prior Duties; and Theſe 
he did not over-look. Therefore was it, that 
he went down into his Houſe juſtified more 
than the Other. It is thus even thus, Be- 
loved, you muſt do; if you will be juſtified 
your ſelves. For all your "Juſtice. is but Pha- 
riſaic, without the Love of Gop, without 
fraternal Charity. If you are only liberal 
in Alms; what have you more to brag of 
than Phariſees? Are you more fond | of 
Alms-giving than Judas? No: He even 
diſputed it with CHRIS in the behalf of 
Alms. And, while his Maſter made no 
Scruple to let a Box of precious Ointment 
be pour d on his Head, his Soul was anxious 
for the Poor. But ah the Traitor! Judas was 
Purſe-bearer.; Judas could thieve; Judas 
was not honeſt, with all his Charity. But 
let that paſs: Judas had the Heart to give 
an Alms, and ſpoke-up for it. Thus 
far was bravely done; and might be cha- 
ritably meant: We muſt not — him 
till we ſee a Cauſe. With all this Zeal 
for giving Alms then, had he the Love 
the Gratitude and Reverence for CuR1sT 
he ou to have? No: This was a greater 


prior 
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prior more ſubſtantial Duty: And this he 
over-look'd. He made a Scruple, not to 


give an Alms; but made no Scruple of 
betraying his Friend and Lord for Lucre. 
So Judas, with all his Charity, was ſtill a 


Phariſee; with all his Charity was damn'd. 
And ſo will you be, Chriſtians; wnle/5 your 
Fuſtice abound much more than bis. 

Jou are ſcrupulouſly ſtriet to Prayers? So 
was the Phariſee. He went to Church as you 


do; choſe the moſt conſpicuous Place as Some 


of you do; and would have been as loth asyou 


to flip one Ceremony, one outward Form, 
one uſual Prayer, or Set of Devotions: But 


ſtill with all this fair Outſide his Heart was 


foul, he wanted Love to Gop and Charity 


to Man; and therefore all his Fuſtice was 
Hypocriſy and all, his Fruit Perdition. 


So, Beloved, ſo will yours be, unleſi your 
FJuſtice abound much more than his. 


However ſtrictly, Chriſtians, you may 
faſt; if you ſtop there, in what do yqu ex- 
cell the Phariſces? They faſted frequently 
and that with Rigour too. How many Meals 
did they abſtain from more than you are 
ever taught to do] They ſhunn'd; whatever 


could defile them. So very ſqueamiſh were 
| they, that they refuſed to enter P:/ate's P alace, 
when CHRIST was tried, for fear of being 


defiled and undiſpoſed for eating the Paſchal 


Lamb, And yet O ſhocking! Nicety ! 


They thought it no Defilement to dip their 


ands | 


1 
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Hands in Blood; to hunt the Innocent to 
Death; and glut their cruel Malioe on their 
Saviour wit more than Savage Fierceneſs. 
Such, Such is the Juſtice of a Phariſee : 
If yours exceed not this, in vain you faſt 
give Alms and pray. Unleſs your Juſtice 
abound more than That of Scribes and Pha- 
riſees; you ſhall not enter into the Kingdom 
of Heaven : you cannot be ſaved. No, 
Chriſtians : There is no Salvation for merely 
Phariſaic Juſtice : Yours muſt abound more, 


II. It was faid to Phariſees : Thou ſhal't not 
Kill: But You are Chriſtians; and it is ſaid 
to you; that You are not ſo much as to re- 

Tent: For whoſoever of you is angry with 
his Brother ſhall be in danger of Fudgment. 
It was ſaid to Them of old: Thou ſhaÞt 
not commit Adultery: But you are even 
forbid a luſtful Look, for you are Chr/tians 
and muſt abound more; wherefore Who/o- 
ever of you ſhall fee a Woman to luſt after 
her, hath already committed Adultery in his 
. Heart. To them it was ſaid of old: 
Thou” fhal't not commit Perjury, But you, 
Beloved, are commanded more: I ſay to 
you, ſays CHRIST, not to ſwear at all, To 
them it was ſaid: an Eye for an Eye, and 
a Tooth for a Tooth. But ah my Friends! 
This is to You no Sanction for Revenge. 
You are Diſciples of Chriſt: You, / One 
firike you on the, Cheek, muſt not * 
| | E 


your Circum 


f That a Doctrin for you to follow? No, 
Chriſtians, Your Saviour teaches you the 
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the Blow, but turn to him the other. If 


you are defrauded of your Right by litt- 


gious Men; you are not therefore to re- 


taliate Fraud with Fraud. In a word, you 


are to give without hope of Return ; to lend 
without Uſury where needful, as far as 

* will permit. You are 
to practice Charity and not purſue Revenge. 
Let Phariſaic Juſtice teach you fo love 
our. Neighbour and hate your Enemy : Is 


contrary; I ſay to you, love your Enemies, 


ſays CHRIST; do Good to Thoſe who hate you, 


and pray for Thoſe who perſecute you. Hard, . 
hard Conditions theſe, you cry! But ah 


Chriſtians! is not ſtill much harder to be 
damn'd? And yet you muſt be ſo; unleſs 
you acquieſce and do all this. Unleſs 
you endeavour to be perfect, as alſo your 
heavenly Father is perfect; you cannot be 


be ſaved: Unleſs your Fuſtice abound more 
than That of Scribes and Phariſees ; you . 


ſhall not enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. 


You ſee then, Beloved, how much the 
eternal Salvation of every Chriſtian depends 


upon this excelling Juſtice. You ſee, here 
is no exception made for Any of you, Rich 


of Poor, or Strong or Weak, or Learned or 


Illiterate, Even the poor day-labouring 
Weeder, who cannot read nor write, 
knows but her Catechiſm and a few good 

jr” Prayers 
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Prayers ſhall never enter into the Kingdom 
of Heaven, unleſs her Fuſtice abound more 
than That of Scribes and Phariſees, thoſe 
learned Guides and Teachers of Gop's 
People. O ſtrange! Prodigious! And yet, 
| Beloved, it is no more ſtrange than true. 

Come then, dear Chriſtians. Let us de- 
ſcend then for ſome few Minutes and 
take a View of Hell: There you will hear 
. theſe Truths confirm'd by Some, whom fad 
Experience has convinced, tho' once as 
incredulous as you may be. What! Does the 
bare Propoſal ſhock you. Ah! Think then, 
Mortals, what muſt the eternal Profpe& of 
it do? Is it not better to be ſhock'd for 
Minutes than for Eternity? Who knows 
but you may credit thoſe loſt Souls? Who 
knows but They may make you perfect 
Chriſtians; tho' I God's Miniſter cannot. 

Who are thoſeWretches, whom, methinks, 
I ſee, feeding on Brimſtone All and drench'd 
with Flames? Ah! They are All rich Men : 
All Men who dealt in Alms, in Prayers, in 
faſting. This Man would pray from Morning 
to Night wherever he could be ſeen; yet he 
could not be humble, This was a very Pattern 
of Abſtemiouſneſs; yet he could not forgive. 
This Other gave ſome hundreds of Shillings 
in the Year to Beggars; yet robb'd the 


Widow -and the Orphan of ſome hundreds 
of Pounds; gave Pence. in Charity and 
laviſh'd Treaſures on his Luſt, his Avarice 
or 


after PEN TE COS f. 185 
or his Pride; to graſp at lawleſs Power 
or ſenſeleſs Praiſe, to tempt the Virgin to 
forſake her Honour, and bribe young 
Wives to break their F aith, And that poor 
Object, link'd with Theſe, was poor in Sub- 
ſtance, poor in Heart ; but O how wealthy 
in his covetous Deſires! All which he had 
above the Needful was one poor Mite ; and 
that poor Mite he had not the Soul to 
part with, tho' to relieve a Fellow-creature 
upon the point of ſtarving, Yet all Theſe, 
[| pray'd or faſted or gave Alms, and Some 
did All: And yet (alas !) for want of doing 


| more, for want of Love to Gop and Cha- 
rity and Juſtice to their Brother, their Juſticg 

was but Phariſaic and therefore could not - 

ſave them from eternal Ruin. 

But ah! What miſerable Mortal, methinks, 
do I behold cloath'd all in Fire with Serpents 
preying on his... Breaſt ? Alas it is a poor 
] unhappy Hermit. A Hermit? O the ter- 
rifying Thought! Alas, My Gop! What 

ſhall come of theſe poor Worldlings; if 
N may be damn'd? Yes, yes they 
| : The Devil has his Saints; and This 
is oy N Call'd to Perfection, he ſet- out by 
following Cur1sT's Advice; ſold all he 
had and gave it to the Poor ; dwelt in a 
lonely Deſart all his Life; and ſpent his 
Days in Prayer and Faſts and Self-denial in 
every thing but Pride: But ſtill forgot he 
was a uſeleſs Servant; depended more upon 
Vor. III. B b his 
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his Merits than on Gop's Grace; in ſhort? 


was orgs Juſt, and now is juſtly 
puniſh'd. 


Yet turn your Eyes from Theſe, Beloved ; 
and fix your Thoughts on a more ſhock- 


ing Scene, a Heap of miſerable Creatures 


trampled upon -by Atheifts Devils and all 
the Hoſt of Hell. Who are they then? 
A vile ignoble Group of Prieſts of every 
Sort; the Leud, the Mercenary, the Sloth- 
ful, the Uncharitable and Intemperate. O 
my GoÞ! Is there a Hell for thy Miniſters? 
Yes, yes: Even Priefts as well as Hermits 
may be damn'd; if, while they teach by 


Word and outward Example, they take 
no Care not to become at Heart Repro- 


bates themſelves. How many thouſands 
have not Theſe faſted and preach'd and in 
their holy Function pray'd to Heaven? But 
then they did for baſe Lucre, for fooliſh 
Thirſt of Praiſe; or ſome unhallow'd Pur- 


poſe; and loſt the Fruits of all they did, by 


being only Phari/azcally, Juſt. Ah! Woe 
Woe to you Seribes and Phariſees, Woe 
to you Hipoerits of Prieſts, who, out- 


*S:Vatth. wardly indeed, appear to Men juſt, but” in- 


wardly are full of Hypocriſy and Iniquity. * 
Prieſts then, no more than other Men, Be- 


loved, unleſs their Juſtice absund more than 


That of Scribes and Phariſees, ſhall not enter 


into the Kingdom of Heaven, No; They, 
of all Fwy ſhall be damn'd: And they 
© ſhall 


— 
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ſhall ike the Pavement of the in nfernal 
Pit, doom'd to be trampled- on forever by 
all the wretched People who inhabit it, 
even by Beggars. | 
But Beggars! what have you to do in Hell? 
Alms were not expected of Lou? No, It 
« is true; ſays One: But I could have for- 
te given my Enemy; and That I did not. I 
ce could have pray d with humble Heart Jays 
& Another: But I rather choſe to do it 

ce blicly, that I might gain by it. And was 
your Purpoſe anſwer'd? © Yes.” Well then, 


poor Wretch: Thou has't received thy Re- LE 


ward, But! How did'ſt Thou come here, 


poor ſimple Woman? It was not thy Learn- 5 


ing brought thee here: For thou can'ſt 
neither read nor write. Did you not faſt? 
<« Alas! my Life was almoſt one continued 
% Faſt,” Did you not pray? © Yes, and 
ee That heartily. --— Was it then for want 
of giving Alms? Ah No: But it was be- 
« cauſe my Fuſtice did not abound more than 
Wat of Scribes and Phariſees. I could not 
e read, I could not write, I could preach; 
but 1 could well have put in practice 
« what I knew I ſhould, but never did. 
© Inſtead of giving Alm, 1 might, for Love 
© of Gop whoſe Mercies I preſumed to im- 
6e plore, have ſhewn Mercy to a Neighbour, 
* and given up the Hatred I retain'd for 
flight Offences done.” Ah Chriſtians ! If 
ſuch an Mitorate: Creature then muſt be ex- 
;K b 2 - ,, chded 
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cluded Heaven, for want of a Juſtice a. 
bounding more than that of Phariſees ; 
what ſhall become of yon, who are not 
quite ſo low ? But come let us leave this 
wretched Place, and learn to live in fuch 
excelling Juſtice as may ſecure us from go- 
ing thither again, never ah never to return, 
Enough you have heard to make you wiſe. 
But ah! What need was there of diving 
into Hell for Proofs of the Neceſſity of an 
excelling Juſtice, Has not CHR 18 T told 
it you in the expreſs Words of my Text. 
Have not his Miniſters full often remind you 
of it. And if you will not hear Ch RIS H and 
his Minifters; Neither if One ſhall rife from 
the Dead, riſe out of Hell, will ye believe 
him. * How plainly has your Saviour told 
you ? How often have we told you ? And 
what more for your Salvation can we 
do than once more to repeat to you in 
his Name, that, unleſs your Virtue and 
Piety flow from a Heart warm'd with 
Grace; unleſs your Chriſtian Conduct be 
accompanied with ardent Love for Gop 
above all things and for your Neighbour 
on his Account; vnlefs, in a word, your Fu- 


ſtice abound more than That of Scribes and 
Phariſees ; you ſhall not enter into the King- 


dom of Gov. To ſuch excelling Juſtice then 
I beſeech the Mercy of Gop to lead you, by 
means of his improving Grace in this Life; 
that you may become Partakers of his Glory 
in the Next; In the Name, &c. | 
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T have Compaſſion upon the Multi tude ; Sue 
5 three days they now endure with mee 


= MY gracious Jesvs how TI 
8 adore thee ! O happy Mul- 
y titude! how I envy you! 
What praiſes, what Thanks, 
what Adorations, are not due 5 
—v to that ſweet Exceſs of | 
Goodneſs which induced Thee, my Saviour, 

to take Compaſſion on the Weakneſs of a 
Common Populace ! Who can reflect, O 

favour d Multitude, on your Happineſs 
without being tranſported with a holy 

Envy? O bleſſed Faſt! bleſſed Bearance and 
Forbearance which could procure you the 

honour. of being fed and refreſh'd by your 
wy Who * to endure! Weari- 

; neſs 


A 
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neſs and Hunger, for the ſake of being 
entertain!d and treated to Satiety by Gop's 


. own Hand, as you were? But! What am 


I ſaying ? Where are my Senſes? Or what 
ſtrange Infatuation of Ingratitude makes me 
thus abſent to myſelf, abſent to Truth, and 
abſent to thy univerſally experienced Good- 


- neſs, O my Gop ? Ah Chriſtians! was the 


Almighty Provider *any more liberal to this 


+ handful of People, on the. preſent Occaſion, 


than he always has been to all his Crea- 
tures? What, tho' he was pleaſed to exert 
his providential Care of a few Thouſands 
at once, by a more open Miracle, in a more 


- viſible ſtriking manner to the Senſes; yet 


is his miraculous Providence leſs careful. of 
the Meaneſt of you all? Or is the ineffable 
Miracle of continually providing you with 
Neceſſaries and even Superfluities leſs con- 
ſiderable in itſelf, or leſs fruitful to Vou for 
being common ? If it be not; why are 
you ſo much affected with a tranſient Mi- 
racle done in behalf of Others, and ſo little 
moved by a continual much greater Pro- 
digy daily wrought in favour of yourſelves? 
You wonder at, you envy, and are almoſt 
diſpoſed to call in queſtion Gop's feeding 
four thouſand People at the expence of one 
Miracle ; while you yourſelves, with Many 
Millions more, live, breathe, move, and 
are fed, cloathed and ſupplied with all the 
Supports and even Comforts of Life, * the 
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fame Almighty Hand, even to an immenſe 


wir of Miracles. Gop feeds a ſmall 


arty in an extraordinary Manner which 
you have not been uſed to; and therefore 


you wonder: He feeds you in as extraordi- 


nary a Manner, but in a way you have been 


uſed to; and therefore you are not ſo much 


as ſenfible of the Favour, Gop works an 


open Miracle to -refreſh a Populace worn- 
out with following and liſtening to him, 


and That not till he has ſuffer'd them to 
languiſh and hunger for three Days; and 
yet you are envious and almoſt ready to 
murmur-and accuſe Gop of Partiality : He 
works a continued Miracle: for your daily 
Refreſhment, without ſuffering you to lan- 
guiſh one Day for want of Food; and that 
as well when you turn your backs on him 
as when you follow him : Yet you cannot 
youchſafe to be thankful to him, Gop, in 
a word, takes Compaſſion on a Multitude 
who have endured ſome Hardſhips with 
him and for him, and feeds four Thouſand 
out of ſeven Loaves and a few little Fiſhes 


to keep them from fainting. . You cannot 


reſolve to endure any Hardſhips for Gop's 
fake; and yet He all-good, all-gracious, ſtill 
condeſcends to take Compaſſion on you even 


to the multiplying Harveſt upon Harveſt to 


keep you ſtrong and luſty. Nevertheleſs All 
will not do to ſtir-up your Gratitude, With 


all this Exceſs of Bounty, you cannot prevail 


upon 
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upon yourſelves to truſt in the Almighty's 
Providence: You muſt have freſh Miracles 
wrought to content you : And at laſt it 


muſt be a Miracle of Grace indeed which 


can perſuade you not to murmur againſt 
Gop, under the leaſt Preſſure or Diſappoint- 
ment which can befall you, Let the leaſt 
Loſs, the leaſt Decay of 'Trade, the leaſt Di- 
minution of Circumſtances ſurpriſe you; and 
what criminal Compliances are you not 
ready to run into to relieve them, rather 
than depend upon Gop's Providence, or 
wait for Relief from him ! Let but the leaſt 
Danger threaten, not your Lives, but your 


Intereſt or eaſe ; and how ready are you not 


to give-up, or at leaſt to prevaricate in, your 


Faith, rather than recur to Gop for Protec- 


tion and wait his Deliverance. Whereas 
would not that gracious LorD, think you, 
have Compaſſion on You, if you endured 
with him a while, as well as he had Com- 
paſſion on the Multitude who endured with 


him for three Days? Yes: But Some of you 


rather chuſe to ſeek Relief in offending him, 
and to place your Defence in denying him, 
or, what 1s little better, in being aſhamed 
or afraid to own him. The firſt Diſappoint- 
ment your Pride or Avarice meets with is 
an excuſe for any Breaches of Gop's Laws; 
and the firſt Difficulty which ſeems to at- 
tend the Profeſſion of your Religion is ſuf- 


ficient to make you-give up the Practice: 


And 


after PENTECosT, 

And, inſtead of depending onGop forRedreſs, 
you muſt depend on your own Neglect of him; 
you muſt abſent from public Prayers; you 
muſt abſcond from the Word of Gop; you 
muſt put-on the Proteſtant and refrain from 
faſting, from abſtaining, nay from making the 
Sign of the Croſs, for fear of being known to 
be Orthodox Chriſtians. O Age! O Manners! 
What is become of thee, O Chriſtian Simpli- 
city? Where, Beloved, where is that Hope 
which alone can encourage you to be Chri- 
ſtians? Where is that filial Confidence in your 


eternal Father, which alone can make you the 


Children of Gop? If you have not this; in vain 
are you Chriſtians : Vain are all other Hopes, 
all other Dependences. To convince you 
of this infallible Truth, I ſhall at preſent 
deſcend to conſider ſeparately, 


I. The reaſonable Neceflity Chriſtians are 
under of placing a filial Confidence in 


the divine Providence. 


II. The Conditions requiſit to render 


ſuch a Confidence reaſonable : And 
HI. The certain Advantages arifing from 
| ſuch a Confidence when it is reaſonable. 
Forgive, Almighty Love, forgive our 
e paſt Ingratitude and little Faith agd 
95 a give us ſuch a Truſt in thee 
* as may deſerve thy future Bleſſings. 


I. When talk of thereaſonable Neceſſity 
Chbriſtians are under of placing a filial Con- 
Vo L. III. Cc fidence 
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fidence in the divine Providence; I can, by 
no means, intend to exclude Any, who are 
not Chriſtians, from the ordinary Benefits 
of Gop's providential Care, nor (conſe- 
quently) from the Obligation of relying upon 
it for Relief and Support. There is no 
human Creature, let his Neceſſities. be ever 
ſo extreme, exempt from placing a filial 
Truſt in the Almighty; becauſe the Al- 
mighty's Goodneſs is fo inexhauſtible, that 
he ſuffers None to go away unrelieved who 
confide in him as a Father. And what ra- 
tional Creature can poſſibly wiſh to exempt 
himſelf from ſo eſſential and beneficial a 
Duty? Nay what Wretch is ſo ſenſeleſs, 
that he can doubt of Gop's Power and Good- 
neſs to aſſiſt him, or of the reaſonable Ne- 
ceſſity of truſting in him for that Aſſiſtance? 
He made the Little and the Great and careth 
for all alike, ſays Solomon: All then have 
equal Reaſon to rely upon him in their Ne- 
ceſſities. In his Hands are both We and our 
Words, all Wiſdom alſo and Knowledge, adds 
the Wiſe Man: On him alone then we have 
Reaſon to depend for all which we can rea- 
ſonably deſire, or really want. His Wiſdom, 
ſays the ſame inſpired Writer, reacheth from 
End to End ſtrongly, and diſpoſeth all things 
ſweetly. No Man therefore can be in ſo great 
Want or Miſery as not to have reaſon to hope, 
through God's Aſſiſtance, that he may riſe to 
as great a degree of Plenty and Happineſs. 
Nothing 


after PENTECOST, 
Nothing will ſerve more to make this Mat- 


ter plain to You, Beloved, than reflecting, 


that you have to do with a God, who is in- 
finitly powerful, and therefore never at a 
loſs for Means to provide for the Eaſe and 
Safety of his Creatures. In him we live, 
and move and be. It was his infinit Power 
made us What we are, out of mere Nothing; 
and What then can hinder that ſame divine 
Power from ſupporting us now we are 
Something? What Want, what Affliction, 
what Danger, what Preſſure can aflail us 


beyond the Reach of his mighty Arm to 


| reſcue defend and ſupport us? Behold Gop 
is mighty and deſprſeth not Any He is 
W in Strength and in Wiſdom. 

Tes, Beloved, yes: Gop is mighty in 
Wiſdom. This is another Conſideration 
which lays all Mankind under a rational 
Neceflity of filial Confidence in him, amidſt 
the greateſt Neceſſities, that the Almighty 
Being, whom they have to deal with, is as in- 


finitly wiſe as he is powerful : And therefore 
can never be miſtaken either in the Succour 


he is able to afford them, or in the Time or 
Manner of affording it. Thou, Lord, di, 
Poſeſt all Things in Meaſure and in Num- 
ber and in Weight, ſays the Wiſeſt of Men. 
What Perplexity is there ſo intricate, which 
the all-diſpoſing Providence of Gop cannot 
draw a Man out of, who places a Confidence 
in him ? Cannot He, who ſets in motion the 
* | C e 2 Earth, 
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Earth, the Seas, the Air, the Heavens and 


all Things i in them; who gives jaring Cauſes 


their contrary Action, without Prejudice to 
Each- other; who makes and unmakes, at 

his Pleaſure; directs the Seaſons ; guides all 
Nature; and compoſes or diſcompoſes all 
which is, when and how he pleaſes: Cannot 
He (T1 ſay) ſupport defend and guard a ſingle 


Creature in any Circumſtance he may' be in- 


volved in. Can He, who numbers every Fibre 
of a Man's, Body, counts every ſingle Hair of 
his entangled Locks, nor ſuffers One to fall 


without ſome providential Cauſe, not reſcue 


him from the moſt perplexing Circumſtance 
which may inveſt him? Ah yes! Thy Pro- 
vidence, Eternal Father, from the Beginning, 
governs all Things: Thou ſuffereſt not a 
farthing Sparrow to fall to the Ground with- 
out ſome glorious Purpoſe : Thou cheriſheſt 
both Man and Beaſt ; and never ar't to ſeek 
for Means to ee All. Where is the 
Wretch then whoſe Station is ſo deſperate, 
that he may not expect Relief from Thee, if 


he will but apply for it? For Thou ar't all 


powerful and infinitly wiſe: And then: Thou 
ar't good, beyond our power of Utterance 4 
O how good 

This, my Beloved, is a third conſoling 
Argument of the Reaſonableneſs of All 
Men's placing a filial Confidence in Gop, 


amidſt the Worſt of Evils. That Gop, 


from whom their Sufferings their Wants 
and 


_ after PxnTEcosT. 
and Nangers cannot be conceal'd: That Gop, 
who ſees their Sufferings and knows what 


Remedies will heal them, has not only the - 


Power but the Will to afford the Balm they 
want. It is not a crue] Being they are 
govern'd by, but an all-gracious infinitly boun- 


teous Gop, who loves them. Ves: Thou, dear 


Lord, ſays SOLOMON, Joveſt all the T hings 
whi 0b are, and abborreſt Nothing which thou 
has't made. What Reaſon then can the moſt 


Miſerable of Creaturesalledge for deſponding, 


or doubting of, the Aſſiſtance of Gop's Pro- 
vidence ; if he will but ſeek it? Ah! Vo 
is there like the Lord our GoD, who dwells 
on high and yet ſtoops to behold the humble 
Things in Heaven and Earth, raiſing the 
Poor from the Earth and lifting tbe Beg- 


gar from the Dunghill to the Throne. Ah! 


Who indeed is like the Lord our Gop, fo 
powerful, that he can do every Thing which 

is eternally and temporally beſt for us; fo 
wiſe, that he cannot be miſtaken in what is 
beſt for us; and ſo good, that he created 
us on purpoſe to do every Thing which is 
beſt for us? For how could any Thing have 


endured, as the Wiſe Monarch — if 
it had not been through the Bounty of his | 


Mill; or how could Aught have been pre- 
ſerved, if not call'd by him? WhatExcuſe then, 
O deſponding miſtruſtful Mortals ! What 


Excuſe can you plead, for calling the divine 


Providence in queſtion, on * little ſlender 


Diſappointment ? 


Will | 
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Will you think your Deſpondency juſti- 


fied by anſwering, that you are Sinners and 


therefore have no room to rely on Gop's 
providential Care? You are Sinners? True: 


you are ſo, But Sinners as you are, your 


Wickedneſs cannot have been ſo great as God 


is good; and therefore you can never have 


been ſo wicked as not to have room for 
filial Confidence in Gop's tender Com- 
paſſion, if you will but endeavour to de- 
ſerve it, by penitently applying for it, in the 
midſt of your Trials. Ah My Gop ! Baſe as 
we are, what Baſeneſs can we be capable of, 
which thy Mercy is not capable of abſorbing. 
For Thou can'ft do all Things; and winkeſt at 
the Sins of Men, becauſe they ſhould mend, 
fays Solomon: You are wicked, ſay you? Alas! 
why are you ſo? Why do you not mend? 
If you ſtand in need of Gop's providential 
Aſſiſtance ; if you are convinced, that it 
is in his Power to redreſs your Grievances 
and yet apprehend, that your immoral Con- 
duct puts you out of the Reach of that Re- 
dreſs; alas! why are you ſo much your 
own Enemies as to perſiſt in Wickedneſs ? 
For ---- as I live, ſaith the Lord, I will not 
the death of | a Sinner; but rather, that he be 
converted and live, No: You are not im- 
penitently Wicked, you'll tell me: But till 
you are wicked; and therefore dare not 
truſt 'to the providential Care of Gop, 
which you are conſcious of not deſerving, 

. But 


after PENTECOST; 
But ah! Who of us all does deferve it? 


| We are all Sinners, all but miſerable Sinners. 
There are Fuſt and Wiſe Men, ſays Eccr e- 


SIASTES, and their Works are in the hand 


of Gop: No Man knoweth whether he be 


worthy of Love or Hatred: But all things 


are kept in Doubt to the Future : Becauſe 
all things happen alike to the 7% and 


Impious; to the Good and to the Bad; to the 
Clean and to the Unclean; to him, who offereth 


Victims, and to him, who deſpiſeth Sacrifices, 


Gop, you ſee, makes no Difference between 


the Goodneſs and Badneſs of Men in the 


Diſpenſation of his temporal Bleflings ; but 
maketh his Sun to riſe upon Good and Bad, 
and raineth upon the Fuſt and Unyuſt. 


Why then ſhould you make ſuch a Di- 


ſtinction as excludes you from the Benefits 


of God's merciful Impartiality? If your 
having been Sinners is ſufficient to deſtroy 


ſame. For, if Thou obſerveſt Iniguities, 
Lord; Lord, who ſhall endure, ſays con- 
fident David? No, ſays his inſpired Son: 
| Thou ſpareſt All: For they are thine, O 
Lord, thou Lover of Souls ! O exſtatic Com- 
fort! O conſoling Reflection! Who can 
think on This, and not ſee the Reaſonable- 
neſs of all Men's recurring to a filial Truſt 
in Gop's divine Bounty, amidit their Ne- 
ceſſity; let their Crimes have been ever fo 


great. 


our filial Confidence; the ſame Reaſon will 
hold good to deter all Mankind from the. 
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great. Does not the Almighty graciouſly 
protect ſupport and cheriſh the Vileſt of 
Sinners; the moſt obſtinate Heretics ; the 
moſt confirm'd Miſcreants ? Are they not 
equally ſupplied with the Neceſſaries and 
Affluances of Life, in common with the Beſt 
and moſt obſervant Chriſtians. Shall Chri- 
ſtians then deſpair, deſpond, or heſitate to 
truſt in him for Succour, in their Wants 
and Afflictions? N ; 4 
Reflect a little O puſillanimous Chriſtians, 
on the Ingratitude of ſuch a Diffidence; and 
you will be forced to bluſh at it. By whoſe 
Aid and Relief do the very Worſt of you 
live, breathe, and bare-up under the Greateſt 
of Afflictions? Is it not from the Source of 
his inexhauſtible Bounty you draw all the 
Strength, which preſerves you from ſinking 
beneath your Diſtreſſes; even while. you 
are provoking him to deſert you, by calling 
his Providence in queſtion ? If then your 
gracious Gop condeſcends to continue to 
you the Bleſſings of Life, Breath, and other 
Aſſiſtances to ſupport your Afflictions, at the 
very Time when you are forfeiting them by a 
thouſand Diſcontents, a thouſand Murmurs, 
a thouſand Diſtruſts; what Reaſon have 
you not to believe, that, that ſame gracious 
Gop would go yet farther and releaſe you 
from your Afflictions, if you endeavour'd to 
deſerve it by a filial Confidence in his divine 
Providence. (EI N | 


N Nan n 


| if Infidels and finful Chriſtians have rooni 
to hope in the divine Providence; how 


much more reaſonable is not a filial Con- 
fidence in thoſe who labour to be good 
_ Chriſtians? They are under the more im- 
mediate Wing of God's Protection. The 
Lord khnoweth the Days of the Upright, ſays 


the Royal Prophet, and they ſhall not be 


confounded in the time of Evil, The Steps 
of ſuch a Man are order'd by the Lord. Tho 
be fall he ſhall not be utterly caſt-down 
For the Lord ſupporteth him with bis Hand. 
| Nay the holy Fſalmiſt tells us, that there is 

no Inſtance of a righteous Man's being 
abandon'd by the Almighty. I have been 
young, ſays he, and now am old: Yet have 
not ſeen the Righteous forſaken „ nor his 


Serd begging Bread. So careful is the Divine 


Providence of ſuch as faithfully ſerve and 


confidently put their Truſt in Gop ! What . 


Reaſon then has not every Human Creature 
to place a filial Confidence in Gop's all- re- 
dreſſing Bounty, let his Diſtreſs be what or 
how great it will! 

Nay, Beloved Chriſtians, it is not only a 
matter of Reaſon, but of utmoſt Neceſſity. 


If in Want, in Sickneſs, in Dangers, or 


other Diſtreſſes, your Dependence is not 


on Gop; on whom or what can you 
build it? On the Aſſiſtanee of Men ? Alas, 


ſays SoLomoN ! the Thoughts, of mortal Men . 
_ are.miſerable | On:your own Devices then f. 
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Alas, ſays he, all our Devices are uncertain ! 

For ' the corruptible Body preſſeth down the 

Soul, and the earthly Tabernacle weigheth 
down the Mind which muſeth upon many 
Things. And hardly do we gueſs aright 
at Thin s, that are at hand. And after all, 
Beloved, what if we ſhould happen to gueſs 
right? our Wiſdom is ſtill but gueſs-work, 
ſtill uncertain in it's Dependences. You 
are in want? can you _— then with 
any Certainty on the Rich for Relief? Alas! 
Who will ſupply your Neceſſities ; unleſs 
the Lord open their Hearts to do it? But 
perhaps you can defraud; you can bye; you 
can ptevaricate: what if you can? can you 
promiſe yourſelves Succeſs from ſo doing? 
Have you not Reaſon rather to expect that 
_ Gop will overthrow your Devices? You 


are fick ; Ah! What Succour can Phyſician 


or Medicines afford you; unleſs the Lord 
directs the Preſcription of the Former and 
adds a Bleſſing to the | Latter, But your 
| Conſtitution is good? Let it be fo; Pray 
who gave you that Conſtitution, or who 
can preſerve it to you, but the All-ſufficient 
Being who gave, to you yourſelf? You are 
ſhip-wreck'd? What Dependence can you 
have on a giddy Cock-boat, or an unavailing 
Plank, unlefs the Lord vouchſafe to guide 
it to Land? Can you ſwim ? It is happy for 
you: But who muſt give Life and Motion 


_ - to your Limbs, who muſt bid the over- 
21K | 


whelming 


after PENTECosT, 


whelming Surges ſubſide, and who muſt 


| ſupply you with Spirits and Activity to 


reach the diſtant Shore, if Gop denies ite | 


And what Reaſon. have you to expect the 


Aſſiſtance of his Providence; if you either. 


diſtruſt it, or neglect to recur to it with 
filial Confidence? How much ſafer then, 
Beloved, is it not to fix your chief Con- 
fidence on the Power Wiſdom; and Good- 
neſs of Gop, than on Thoſe of Others or 
your own? Nay how neceſſary is it not 
to throw ourſelves wholly under his Pro- 
tection? For O my Gop | What will all 
our Strength or Wiſdom avail ſet in oppo- 


ſition to thine! Hqw juſtly has thy Prophet 


ſaid, that, 2 a Man be ever fo perfett. 


among tbe Children of Men, yet if thy Wiſe. 


dom be not with him he ſhall be nothing re- 
 garded! 8 E. 1 contin 

O Chriſtians! ChriſMns ! Puſillanimous 

_ Chriſtians! how long will you tempt Gop; 
to withdraw his Providence from you, by 
firſt withdrawing the filial Confidence you 
ought to place in him ? Why will you ſuffer 
every little Tryal to make you diffidently 


ſollicitous? O ye» F little Faith ! If you 
are at preſent in Want; is not He, who pro- 
+ vides: the Ravens with Food, capable. of 
ſupplying you? Cannot He, who fed Four 


Thouſand at once with a few. Loaves and 
Fiſhes, find Nourriture for You; if you truſt 
to him for it? Aud for Rayment why are 
So sf you 
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fo careful as to negle& your Duty to 
Gop through Eagerneſs to procure ie? go - 
the Graſs in the Field, which to-day is and 

to-morrow is caſt into the Oven, Gop . ſo. 

chath; how much more you, 0 ye of little 
Faith! Ah! why muſt your ſollicitude for 
Health, keep you from Prayers for every 
ſlight Indiſpoſition ; ; if the bare Fear of it 
does not ſuffice? Cannot He, who preſerved 
the three Children in the firey Furnace un- 
hurt, for preferring his Honour to their 
Safety, cannot he preſerve you from Sick- 
neſs? Cannot He, who ſaved Peter from 
ſinking, guard You from Dangers by Land 
or Sea? Why "then, why, do you doubt, O 
ye of little Faith ? Why do you forget | 
the reaſonable Neceſlity,, you are under, 


of placing a filial Confidence in the divine: 


Providence? Do you not ſee, that, by thus 
doing, you diſcharge the Almighty of the 
Care of protecting you, and juſtify Gop's 
Judgment in yas nga. you to grep own n 
Inſufficiency ? 7 


II. But what, you'll ot muſt we then- 
ce expect Miracles from Gop? No: No 
uncommon Ones. The ordinary Miracle of 
his daily Providence is ſufficient to reſcue 
you from every Danger, every Evil which 
can befall you, if he ſo pleaſes: And That 
he will; if you have but the Grace to con- 
Ade. in him. But what; if it was other- 

wile? 


after PENTECosT. | 
wiſe? What, if your Caſe required ever ſo 
great a Miracle to your Aſſiſtance? That 
will not excuſe you from wholly relying on 
him for that Aſſiſtance. However, Beloved, 
let us underſtand One- another, before we . 
proceed. When I require you to place your 
Confidence wholly in the divine Provi- 
dence I do not therefore mean to diſpenſe 
you from Induſtry. No: That is paſt my 
Authority: Gop himſelf requires you to 
exert all your Induſtry towards your own: 
Relief, and ſends you to the Ant to learn 
Diligence and Sagacity. - But there is a 
wide Difference between virtuous Induſtry. 
and worldly Sollicitude. To be ſo careful + 
of to-morrow. as to neglect the ' Chriſtian 
Duties of : to-day, : through a Miſtruſt of 
Gop's Sufficiency to provide for you, is in- 
jurious to Gop, is making an ungrateful 
uſe of his preſent Aſſiſtance and placing 
yourſelf in an Independence on him; and 
therefore is highly criminal as well as ex- 
tremely dangerous. But to 1. firſt” the 
Kingdom of Gov and his Fuſtice, and then 
gratefully and induſtriouſly to employ, the 
preſent Talents and Means his Providence 
affords you to provide for the Morrow, is 
Chriſtian Prudence; and therefore a Virtue. 
Vou then, O Merchant, or Tradeſman, are 
not forbidden to purſue your lawful Traffic 
or Buſineſs; provided you do not ſuffer it to 
| break through your Duty to 'Gop, and 
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Charity to your Neighbour. Theſe are the 
Means Gop has given you for your Support; 
and you cannot expect, unleſs you have 
already a Sufficiency, to be ſupported but by 
Theſe, without Preſumption. Vou, Soldiers, 
Phyſicians, Lawyers, Divines, are call'd by 
Gop to defend your Country, to aſſiſt the 
Sick, to right the Injured, to inſtruct the 
Ignorant, and, in fo doing, to ſupport your- 
| ſelves. You cannot then, without Arrogance, 
neglect theſe Diſpoſitions of Providence, in 
hopes of being ſupported without them. 
You, O Mechanics, Labourers and Servants, 
are call'd by Goy to labour: The Strength 
and Opportunities given you to work are the 
Means which the divineProvidence has choſen 
for your Support; and, without uſing Theſe, 
you cannot depend upon the Almighty for 
a Support without Preſumption. In ſhort, 
- Beloved, whatever be the Station in which 
Gov has appointed you to labour, you muſt 
make © uſe of Induſtry: Otherwiſe your 
Confidence is not reaſonable, or filial, but 
arrogant and preſumptuous, and a tempting' - 
the divine Providence to ſtoop to the low' 
Office of indulging your Indolence and Sloth, 
So when GoÞv' gives you the preſent 
Means to lay-up for the Morrow; is it not 
tempting Gop, if you neglect lawful Oppor- 
tunities to truſt to future Providence ? 
Fooliſh Mortal, who reaſoneſt thus! Provi- 
dence has done it's part by you; and yo | 
| | et 
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let the Opportunity flip. Blame yourfelf then 


and not Providence, when the Day of Scar- 


city comes, that you are not guarded againſt 
it. Why did Gop bleſs Egypt with a ſeven 


years double Harveſt, but that it might lay- 
up againſt a ſeven years Famine? Why does 
Go ſend you to the Ant but to learn in- 
duſtriouſly to provide, in the Summer of 


Succeſs, againſt the Winter of Want? And 


why does he actually ſupply you with the 
lawful Meang of acquiring more than is 
needful to ſupport you and your Family 
for the preſent, but that you may reſerve 
ſome part of it againſt the Winter of old 
Age, Sickneſs, decay of Trade or other diſ- 


appointing Events, which you cannot fore- 


ſee and yet may expect? And therefore, 


provided you are neither covetous nor un- 


charitable; provided you neither ſet your 
Hearts upon hoarding, nor with-hold your 
Hands from relieving your diſtreſs'd Neigh- 
bour; it is not only lawful but a commen- 
dable Duty in you to make a reaſonable 
Reſerve againſt the Morrow, 80 . if you 
are Sick; you are not to omit the ordinary 


Means for obtaining a Cure. They are all 


the Diſpenſations of Providence, the neglect 
of which is rather Preſumption than filial 
Confidence. And if you are well; you are 
not to expoſe yourſelves - to unneceſſary 
Heats or Rains, nor otherwiſe to encounter 
whatever is injurious to your Health: They 


are 
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are raſh Attempts and rather preſuming 
than confiding in Providence. In like man- 
ner when Danger threatens your Life, by 
Land or by Sea; can it be reaſonable to re- 
quire a Miracle of Gop to reſcue you, where 
his ordinary Providence may ſuffice? No. 
Tf Death purſues you in one Town, flee to 
another, If you are caught in a Wreck at 
Sea; have recourſe, under Gop, to a Plank. 
That is the Means Providence has alloted 
for your Deliverance; andy therefore to 
neglect That is not ſo much Confidence as 
Preſumption. | 
St. Paul work'd for his Living: St. Peter, 
by Cyr1sT's Command, was more than once 
,employ'd in his Buſineſs of a Fiſherman : 
Our Divine Saviour himſelf vouchſafed to 
be ſupported by the Labour of his putative 
Father, and even ſhared his Toil with 
him: For I, ſays he, by the Mouth of 
his Prophet, I was in Labours from my 
Youth, Nay as much as he inculcated Po- 
verty ; he condeſcended, for Example's ſake, 
to have a Purſe kept for the Neceſſities of 
Himſelf and his Apoſtles, as St. Auguſtin 
obſerves: He cured the Diſtemper'd with 
Spittle and Dirt, when he could have cured 
them without any Medicines; and com- 
mends the Samarztan for pouring Wine and 
Oil into a poor Man's Wounds, He, whom 
the Winds and the Seaſons obey'd, refuſed 
not to ſcreen himſelf from their Inclemency 


by 


ier Purrcosr: 
by the Help of a Garment. He fled the 


Malice of the Fews from Place to Place, 
and directed his Diſciples to do the like. 


And tho', where the Honour of Gop call'd 
him, he fear'd not to walk upon the Waters 
as upon- dry Land ; yet he never refuſed 


the Aſſiſtance of an humble Boat, whenever 


it offer d. And why all this but to con- 


vince you, Chriſtians, that virtuous Induſtry 


Care and Prudence are ſo far from being 
inconſiſtent with a filial Confidence in the 
Divine Providence; that they are neceſſary 
Conditions to render your Confidence rea- 


ſonable and well-grounded. 


There is another Condition however ſtill 
equally neceſſary with Thoſe I have already 
mention'd ; that is, to render yourſelves 
pleaſing to Gor by an innocent or penitent 


Life. This by no means claſhes with 


what I have ſaid before, No: It is till 
true, that no Man can have been fo wicked 
as not to have reaſonable room for filial 
Confidence in Gop's tender compaſſionate 
Providence; if he will but penitently ap- 
ply for it. But then: Ah! it is ſtill as true, 


that, without placing yourſelves in the 
Grace of Gop by Repentance, it is Pre- 
ſumption, not filial Confidence, in You, 


once you have finn'd, to expect any Pro- 
tection or Aſſiſtance from Gop. And yet 


where is the Man ſo wicked, who can 


alledge a reaſonable Excuſe for deſpairing 


Vor. III. E e Wa | 
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in the divine Mercy and providential Good- 
neſs? You are wicked? Ah Wretch! is it 
not in your Power to repent? Is it ſo hard, 
to be ſorry for having offended your good 
Gop? Do but That: And, tho' your Sins be 
as Scarlet; they ſhall be white as Snow: 
And be you but full of Hope; and you will 
be as much intitled to the Benefits of the 
Divine Providence as the greateſt Innocent. 
But, without That, however many Inſtances 
of Forbearance Gop may daily ſthew ; his 
Patience is no reaſonable Ground for you to 

hope for his Aſfiſtance, while you are in a 
ſtate of Sin. Such then, My dearly Beloved, 
Such are the Conditions abſolutely neceſſary 
to render your filial Confidence in Gop rea- 
ſonable and well- grounded, as That of Chri- 
ſtians ought to be. Wt s 


III. And, with ſuch Diſpoſitions, what 
Advantages may you not reap from con- 
. fiding in the Divine Providence! One very 
reat and certain Advantage, attending your 
reaſonable Hope, is, that, by throwing your- 
felves wholly upon the Goodneſs and Mer- 
cies of Go, for a Bleſſing to your Endea- ' 
vours, you make it incumbent upon him to 
defend, aſſiſt and cheriſh you. His Divine 
Word is at ſtake : Come to me all Je, who 
labour and are heavy laden; and I will re- 
_ freſh you.“ And therefore, as he is eternal 
Verity, he muſt fulfil what he has promiſed. 
| 8 Ah! 
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Ah! Dear Chriſtians, do you reflect what 
it is to be under the immediate Wing of 
Gop's Protection? O! who can ſpeak the 
Comfort, which ſuch a Situation muſt yield, 
in the very midſt of earthly Diſtreſs? Davin 
indeed aims at it: How great is the Multi- 
tude of thy Sweetneſs, O gracious Lord (ſays 
he) which thou hast laid up for them, who 
fear Thee : Which Thou has't perfected for 
them, who hope in Thee before the Sons of Men. 
Thou ſhal't hide them in the Secret of thy 
Face from the Diſturbance of Men: Thou fhal't - 
protect them in thy Tabernacle from the Con- 
tradiction of Tongues, * O what a rapturous * P/ain. 
Comfort to be under the Wing of ſo tender 
a Gop ! Who can hear this and not almoſt 
with for Diſtreſs, to deſerve ſuch a Happi- 
neſs by enduring with and for Go? Ah! 
Chriſtians love the Lord then: (as Davin 
ſays) or the Lord preſerveth his Faith- 
ful. Be of good Courage; and he. ſhall 
ſtrengthen your Hearts, all Ye, who hope in 
hr... J rice . 
What is there, which the Goodneſs of 
God cannot, will not, do, to comfort and 
aſſiſt you in your Wants; if your Faith and 
Confidence are but reaſonably fix d on him. 
His ordinary Providence is alone ſufficient, 
without a Miracle, to raiſe you, from every 
Miſery: you can be in, to every Happineſs 
you can wiſh. But ſuppoſe your Neceſ- 
| ſities: were actually ſuch as Nothing but a 
1957 EEC 
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Miracle could free you from: Are you tlie 
leſs neceſſitated, or have you the leſs Rea 
ſon, to depend upon Gov for Afiiſtance? 
Have you not the ſame Gop who ruled 
in the Days of Elias, in the Days of the 
three Children, in the Days of Daniel? 
Is his Power abridged ſince then? Can he 
not ſend you Bread to ſave you from 
periſhing, by the Mouth of a Crow, by 
the Hand of an Angel, or by the Miniſtry of 
another Abbaccuc? Can he not ſave you 
from the Flame of a Fever, as well as of 


a Furnace? Is not your Gop the Go of 


Jonas, of Peter, of Stephen, of the peni- 


tent Thief? And is his Goodneſs diminiſh'd 


from what it was? Tho' you ſhould be 
ſwallow'd-up by Diſtreſs; can he not and 


is he not ready to ſtretch- forth his Arm to 


defend Vou, if you but call upon him 
as they did: And why may he not open 
to you as well as to them the Gates of 
Heaven either for your Comfort or 


Reception? Why therefore do Nu doubt? 


O ye of little Faith! Why do you not 
rather comfort yourſelves in your Afflic- 


tions, by ſaying, with holy David: The 
Lord is the Protector of my Life ; of whom 


* 2 Shall The afraid? * If, inſtead of deſpond- 


ing, you ſaid thus, with but as much 
Faith, in proportion, as the ſize of à Grain 


of Muſtardſeed; You might ſay to every 


Mountain of Difficulty, which ſtood be- 


tween 
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teten you and Relief: Remove Jones and 
be thrown into the Sea; and it ſhould be 
done. Yes, Chriſtians, yes. Nothing would 
become impoſſible for Vour Confidence to 
obtain. He, who had Compaſſion on the 
Multitude in this Goſpel, would not fail 
to have Compaſſion on you; if you endea- 
vour'd, like them, to deſerve it, by con- 
fiding in his future Goodneſs; ; by endur- 
ing with him in the preſent Trials he 
thinks fit to ſend you; and by repenting 
of whatever you. may have formerly done 
to forfeit the Aſſiſtance of his Bounty. In 
a word, Beloved: The ſame gracious Gop, 

who wrought a Miracle for this F our-Thou- 
ſand, would not grudge doing Four-Thou- 
ſand Miracles for Every-one of you, if ne- 


ceſſary; would you but put your whole 


Truſt in him, as they did, and render that 
Truſt reaſonable, by ſeeking firſt the King- 


2213 


dom f Heaven, * and then concurring with |: _ 


the Divine Providence towards your own 
Support, in a virtuous Induſtry Care and 
Prudence. For then he would graciouſly 
take-upon himſelf the miraculous Care 


of adding all Things. beſides, Which _ Bid. 


might any ways contribute to your Hap- 
pineſs or be conſiſtent with it; but chietly 
ſuch a plentiful Portion of Grace in this 
Life, as would infallibly lead you to the 


Glory of the Next. Which, &c. In tbe 


Name; &c. 
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PENTECOST, 


St. MATTHEW vii. I f. 


E ake ye great heed of falſe People” wha 
come to you in the Cloathing of 5 heep, 
but inwardly are ravening M. duet y 
their Fruits you ſhall know them. : 


o muſt often, Beloved 
Audience, have heard that 
vulgar Expreſſion, which 
g. from as vulgar an 
Error: It is a. pity fair 
© Weather ſhould ever do 


"op Tamm. if This imports no leſs than an 


inconſiderate Cenſure of Gop's Wiſdom, in 
the making unpleaſant Weather neceſſary: 


For what is it leſs than ſaying: What 


© a pity it is not, that foul Weather ſhould 
cc. ever be uſeful?” So---- ſhould we ven- 


gy in the abſence of our Faith, to ſay, 
„ What 
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« What a pity it is, that Truth ſhould ever 


te be ſubje& to Contradiction; what leſs 


ſhould we do than tax the Divine Goodneſs: 
of our heavenly Paſtor with a Defect, in 


permitting Hereſies to be. Whereas ſurely 
the ineffable Bounty of Gov, in ſuffering 
that Hereſies ſhould be neceſſary, appears 
as plainly as his infinit Wiſdom in the 
Diſpenſation of the lefs pleaſing Seaſons. 
Is it a pity, ſay you, that fair Weather 
| ſhould ever do Harm? What a much greater 
pity would it not be, ſay 7, that foul 
Weather ſhould not be ſometimes expe- 
dient? How would you be ſenſible of the 
Pleaſure of delightful Weather; were you 
always to remain inſenfible of the Incon- 
veniency of the. leſs grateful Seaſons ? It is 
then a vulgar Error, to imagin, that dark, 


damp, or ſultry, Weather is not as wiſe 
a Diſpenſation as the moſt temperate Sun- 


ſhine. Is it a pity, /ay you, that Truth 
ſhould ever be ſubject to Contradiction? 
Rather let me ſay : What a pity would not it 
be, that there ſhould be no Hereſies to con- 


tradict it? How ſhould we, who adhere to 
it, ever become ſenſible of all it's Beauties; if 
we never ſaw it confronted with Falſhood ? 


It is by the Contraſt of their Oppolits, that 


all Things are known. And Truth eſpe- 


cially ſhines- forth with double Luſtre to 


All, who behold it with untainted Eyes, 
as often as it is elbow'd by it's bare Ap- 


|  pearances, 
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pearances. The Juſt would loſe one half 
of their Praiſe in adhering to Truth; were 


they never tempted to depart from it by 
the Artifices which Satan makes uſe of to 
ſubſtitute Falſhood in it's Place: There muſt 


® 1Cor.xi. be Hereſies then, as St. Paul ſays, that 


They, 'who are approved, may be made mani- 
. 


feſt among you. 


There muſt then and will be, Beloved, 


as long as the Church ſubſiſts, Falſe Pro- 


phets and Teachers, whoſe Buſineſs is, un- 
der Satan, to ſeduce, if poſſible, even the 
very Elect And Many of Theſe will not 
attack the Flock of Chriſt by an open De- 
fiance of Truth, or a barefaced Defence of 
Falſhood ; but; under the Guiſe and Mantle 
of Truth itſelf, they will labour to ſpread 
the unſuſpected Miſchief of their deſtructive 
Doctrins. Wolves as they are and ravening 
Wolves, ever yearning, ever hungering, ever 
abroad upon the Scout after unwary Souls 
to prey upon their Credulity, they will 
{ſtill render it very difficult for the moſt _ 
Wary among the Faithful to guard againſt 
them; by endeavouring to ſteal into the 
very Fold, in the Cloathing of Sheep, There 
will then be falſe Prophets among us: 
Yes, dear Saviour! Thou has't warn'd us 
of them. But ah! Why will thy infinit 
Goodneſs permit them to come upon us 
thus in Diſguiſe? Why wil't 'Thou not 
force them to lay-aſide the Mask and attack. 

| . our 
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Prophets, from all Quarters; why is it 


their Fruits you ſhall know them; No leſs 
than your eternal Happineſs is concern'd 


— 
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our Faith and Adherence to Thee in open | 
Day? Then ſhould we be able to repel 
them with Eaſe: Then ſhould we be pre- 
pared for them and upon a proper Guard 
againſt all their Attempts, ' | 

O heedleſs Chriſtians! Why will you 
not be ſo even now ? Have you not much _ 
greater Reaſon to ſtand upon your Guard 
againſt the cover'd Enemy than againſt the 
open One. Chriſt, has already warn'd you, 
that Both ſhall attack you : He has given 
you the Marks to know them by: And, 
if you are ſurpriſed by them into your 
Deſtruction; whoſe Fault is it? Not Chriſt's; 
but your own? He has commanded you 
to watch and to pray, that you enter not *S_ Marth: 
into Temptation and Danger, * And if he .. 
ſuffers Danger to attack you, through falſe 


but, that you may ſtand perpetually on 
the watch againſt their Surpriſes ; keep cloſe 
to the Body of his Flock, and never ſuffer 
yourſelves to ſtraggle, one ſingle Step beyond 
the Pale of his Church, after thoſe double- 
dealing Decoyers? Take heed then, Beloved ; 
take ye great heed of falſe Prophets, who 
come to you in the Cloathing of Sheep, but 
inwardly they are ravening Wolves, By 


in your Vigilance. O! Be vigilant'then and . 
ſteady in reſiſting them; if you have that 
Vol. III. 1 eternal 
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eternal Happineſs at Heart. And that you 
may be the better qualified to reſiſt; I mall | 
at. preſent undertake to point-out, | 


I. How different are the Doctrin and 
Manners of theſe falſe Prophets from 
Thoſe of the True, that by their 
Fruits you may know Them : And 

II. How eaſy the Means, which will 


infallibly ak you againſt every Sur- 
priſe from Them, 


Mean time, O Go, all-gracious Gon, | 
« enlighten Thou the Minds of this thy 
little Flock ! Give them to ſee the Dan- 
« ger they are in, of being drawn from 
Thee, their only Happineſs and Safety : 
© Teach them to pray and watch againſt 
« Surpriſe ; and keep _ ever wakeful 
** to their own Security,” 


I. From what I have faid of the uſeful 
Neceſſities of Herefies, You cannot con- 
clude, Beloved, that Gop forces or leads 
Men into any Error. No: He only per- 
mits, for the ſake of proving and per- 
fecting the Faith of his Elect, that Such 
ſhould fall into Error as would be wicked 
even within ſight of the Truth. He could 
not fulfill his gracious Diſpenſation of Free- 
will to Man, without this. To leave Man 
in poſſeſſion of that Gift, it is neceſſary he 
ſhould pers Thoſe, who are obſtinately 

bent 
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bent upon making a perverſe Uſe of their 

Free-will, to embrace Falſhood, if they 
will needs prefer it to Truth. All he can be 

expected to do, is, graciouſly to offer them 

ſufficient Light Grace and Means to make 
a better Choice. And, if, ſpite of his Con- 
deſcenſion, they will obſtinately perſiſt in 
their Attachment to Error, it becomes ne- 
ceſſary, for the Honour of his Truth, which 

is Guarantee for the Freedom of their Op. 
tion, that they ſhould be permitted to run 
into Falſhood. But then the Neceflity of 
their Hereſy proceeds not from any poſitive 
Influence or Co-operation of the Almighty 
but from the Propenſity of their own 
Malice. When therefore the Apoſtle 
ce ſaith: Herefies muſt be, he ſheweth the 
« Event, ſays the Rhemiſh Commentators ; 
te and not, that Gop hath ſo appointed it 
* as neceſſary. For, that they are, it - 
& cometh from Man's Malice and Free- 
* will; but that they are converted to the 
«© Manifeſtation of the Good and Conſtant 
e jn Faith and the Church's Unity, That 
*« js Gop's ſpecial Work of Providence, 
© which extracts Good out of Evil.“ 
Let us then, Beloved, as St. Auguſtin adviſes 
us, let Us uſe this Benefit of Gop's Pro- 

« yidence. - For Heretics are made of Such, 
t ſays the Saint, as would be naught, tho“ 
te they were in the Church: But, being 
e out of it, they are of the greateſt Ad- 
Win! "MY ** vantage 
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te. vantage to us; not by teaching the Truth, 
« which they don't ſo much as know; but 
e by ſtirring- up the Carnal in the Church 
% to ſeek Truth, and the ſpiritual Cat ho- 
* ics to clear the Truth. And à little 
lower, © Therefore, adds this glorious 
« Writer, Many are raiſed out of their 
Lethargy by Heretics, to ſee the Day of 
* Gop and rejoice.” Of ſuch fignal Service 
are Hereſies to the truly Faithful! O my 
ſweet Lord! How gracious ar't not Thou 
then, even in thy permiſſive Providence; 
which ſuffers Heriſies to be! What Thanks 
do not all the faithful Members of thy 
Church owe to that Exceſs of Bounty ; 
which. makes Thee ſo watchful to convert 
to their Good even the poiſonous Doctrins 
of thoſe falſe Prophets, whom Thou per- 
mitteſt to try their Fidelity to Thee ! But 
ah, my beloved Chriſtians! How ſhall you 
be able to. reap the Advantage of theſe 
wiſe and bountiful Deſigns of the Divine 
Providence; unleſs you carefully. obſerve 
your Bleſſed Saviour's Advice; unleſs you 
ſtand upon your Guard. againſt theſe falſe 
Prophets and take the greateſt heed not to 
be impoſed upon by their dceitful Ap- 
proaches. EY | ö 
Chriſt has already warn'd you not to 
ſuffer yourſelves to be duped into any Con- 
fidence in them by the Fairneſs of their 
outward Appearance; for that, innocent 
Lambs 
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Lambs or Sheep as they affect to be thought, 
they are inwardly very Wolves, ravening 
Wolves. And that you may not be un- 
provided with certain Means to detect them, 
under any Mask, any Diſguiſe, they may put 
on; he has left you unfailing Marks to diſ- 
cover them from the true Sheep. and Paſtors 
of the Fold. By their Fruits you ſhall 
know them, With whatever daubing Diſ- 
guiſes then of pretended Piety theſe Mini- 
ſters of Iniquity may attempt to gloſs-over 
their pernicious Doctrins; whatever pains 
they may take to quote Heaven for their 
Authority; examin but into the Fruits, 
which their Doctrins produce in themſelves. 
and Others, and you will find no Difficulty 
in diſtinguiſhing them from the true Paſtors 
of God's ſending to you. This is a Divine 
Truth, which, if the being utter'd by 
Chrift was not more than ſufficient to make 
it unqueſtionable, the ſucceeding Evidence 
of every Age's Experience would render 
irrefragable. And no Age ever afforded 
plainer Proofs of it than This, when the 
two. Extremes of Falſhood, Irreligion and 
Fanaticiſm, join iſſue in the iniquitous At- 
tempt of ſubverting Chriſtian Truth; when 
Impiety and falſe Piety, ſuffer'd to lift their 
Heads with Impunity, are ſtruggling for the 
Maſtery, to ſtare true Religion out of Coun- 
. tenance; and when the Iinpudence of falſe 
Prophets riſes to ſuch a height, that it is a 
N 5 _ difficult 
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difficult Matter, even for the moſt conſtant 
Adherents to Truth, to keep their Minds 
ſteadily fix'd upon it, or to ſteer the happy 
Mid-way between glaring Vice and the 
bare Affectation of Virtue, for the many 


Fictions with which thoſe Impoſtors block 


up all the Avenues to Orthodox Faith and 
Morality. A ER 
For the Truth of This J ſhall ſend you 
no farther than to thoſe two extravagant 
Heretics, of our own Age and Country, 
the Fanatic Patriarch of Methodiſm and his 
peeviſh proteſting Antagoniſt: Both falſe 


Prophets alike ; Both tending alike, tho' by 
different Means, to the Subverſion of religi- 


ous Truth and Piety ; and Both coming alike, 
as your Saviour deſcribes them, in the unſuſ- 
pected Cloathing of Sheep. But ah Beloved ! 
Take ye great heed of them both; for in- 
wardly they are Both but ravening Wolves, 
By their Fruits you ſhall know them, 

It is one Thing to be a Sinner, another 
Thing to be an Encourager of Sin. The 
Beſt of Men and the Beſt of Prophets and 
Guides may ſometimes fall into Vice 'or 
Error: Witneſs David, witneſs Salomon, 
Fonas and other Prophets: Nay Some of 
the Apoſtles themſelyes. But They, who, 
ſetting themſelves up for Prophets, teach 
Vice and Falſhood, are likely to be, not 


merely the Leaſt in the Kingdom of Heaven, 


but rather the Loweſt in the Regions of 
Darkneſs ; 


ts WED... Alain. LS, OA. 
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; Darkneſs; ; becauſe the worſt Men upon | 
Earth. 


The Marks which Chriſt has ſtam © wing 
the Prophets, the Paſtors, . the Minikters 
of his own appointment, are ſuch and fo 


viſible, that it is impoſſible for Any of 
the faithful Sheep of his Flock to miſtake 
them. They are no bold Intruders, Men 
of Diſguiſe, who cannot produce their 
Commiſſion ; who, after ſtealing into the 


Fold, can neither point-out - the Door they 
came in at, nor prove themfelves ſent by 


Him alone who had the Authority to 


ſend them, and whoſe Name they labour 
in vain to ſcreen themſelves under. No: 


They are Men lawfully ſent; Men who - 


can prove their Miſſion from Chriſt, by an 
uninterrupted Succeſſion of Paſtors legally 


ordain'd by thoſe very Perſons, to whom 


Chriſt himſelf ſaid, As my Father bath ſent 
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Me, I alſo do end zou. They are Men * St. Fobs 


who can ſhew the Door they came in at, 
the Holy-Church under whoſe Authority 
they act; whoſe Doctrins they adhere to; 
nar whoſe Directions they practiſe, in obe- 
dience to Chriſt who tells them, that He, 
1h will not hear the Church, ſhall be re. 


\ | 


puted as a Heathen and a Puliran. + Chriſt t. Mark. 


then is the Door, they enter by, to the wil. 


feeding of his Flock; and He, who ente- 
reth-in by the Door, Chriſt tells you, is the 


Flock *- 


Shepherd of his Sheep, E They teach the f St. Jobs 
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Plock of Chriſt to follow Him by the 
Way, he has pointed-out, of a holy Faith 
animated by Good-Works: They preach 
Humility, Charity, Patience and Chriſtian 
Perfection: They, more intent to feed 


than to fleece their Flock, guide them on, 


with Chriſtian Fear and Hope; without 
ſuffering them to lean either towards Deſ- 
pair or Preſumption : And They, unblinded 


by ſelf ſufficient Arrogance, preſume not 
to ſubſtitute their own Dreams, Innovati- 


ons and Fallacies in the place of Goſpel 
Truths; but, faithfully ſubmiſſive to that 
Church, which their Divine Maſter pro- 
miſed to guide into all Truth, their whole 


Attention and Zeal are bent on teaching her 


Uniform Doctrins to the People; that hey 


18. Matt. 
VII. 


may be One, as Chriſt and his Eternal Father 
alſo are One. * Such, my Beloved, Such 
are the true Prophets and Paſtors your Sa- 
viour has appointed for your Direction. 
And Such alone are able to lead you to 
Him. By theſe Fruits you ſhall know them, 
Theſe are Fruits not to be expected from 
falſe Prophets. Do Men gather Grapes off 
of Thorns, or Figs off of Thiſtles? No. It 


is the good Tree alone which yieldeth good 
Fruits; and the evil Tree yieldeth evil 


Fruits, as the eternal Wiſdom aſſures us. 
Take heed then, Deareſt Fellow Chri- 
ſtians; Take ye great heed of the falſe Pro- 


phets, who come to you in the Cloathing of 
1 | 8 Sheep. 


c OE a te na A Far 


a «a 4«_ 
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ſhall know- them.. 


ders into the Cloathing of Chriſt's Miniſtry, 


Divine e the Power and Graces, 


very Ordination, on which all Miſſion muſt 


it's Hands of, ſtood openly pre- impeach d 
Every-one, who doth Evil,” bateth the Light, 


their Miſſion from ſuch a foul Impoſition, 5 1 il 
as the Powers of Darkneſs, who firſt. in- 3 
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Sheep. Truſt them 235 for their harm les 

Outſide. No, no: Wey are inwardly Ra- | 

vening MW olves And 154 their Fruits you 
a 


t are thoſe po 
impotent Abettors of oppoſit roms) cal 
the Broachet of Met bodiſin and his furious 
frothy Opponent, but mere bluſhleſs Intru- 


without being choſen or ſent, without ſo | 
much as a Call, nay even a Whilper, from _. 
Him ? What Proofs of their Miſſion can Wo 

Either of them produce, - rotten Twigs, as 
they are, of a more rotten Branch, long 
ſince lopt-off from the ſolid Trunk of 
Chriſt's myſtical Body the Church ; through 
which alone they ould have received 1 5 


requiſit to prove themſelves lawful Paſtors 
of his Flock? Whence can they claim the 


be built, but from a dirty, dark, mellow 
Myſtery of Nag's-head Iniquity ? Senſeleſs 
ſelf-exploded Forgery | Which, if theChurch 
itſelf had not, from the Beginning, waſh'd 


by our bevioar” s own Words in St. Joux: 
and cometh nat to the Light ; that his Works iu 8. Fob 


may not be reproved. * But why ſhould we 5 
put them to the uſeleſs Confuſion of proving 


Vor. III. n ſpired 
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ſpired it, have long ſince given-up to Ridi- 
cule; and which They-themſelves have the 
Senſe to be aſhamed of? In-ſo-much that 
Theſe new-ſprouting Heads of the old 
Hydra of Hereſy would fain give you to 
believe, that their Commiſſion comes im- 
mediately from on high. But alas! To 
what little Purpoſe do we preſs them to 
produce their Credentials? All the -Certi- 

| ficate they have to ſhew, of their Powers 
from Heaven, is their  crying-out, . with 
unhallow'd Levity, or Fanatic Enthuſiaſm, 
Lord! Lord! But hast not Thou, O eter- 
nal Truth, caution'd us, that not Every- 
One, who ſaith to Thee, Lord! Lord! 
Shall enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, 
nor conſequently be able to lead Others 
thither? Ah Zake heed then of theſe falſe 
Prophets, Dear Chriſtians, who, rh they 
come to you in the Cloathing of Sheep, yet 
inwardly are very ravening Wolves; and, 
under the deceitful Pretext of leading you 
to Heaven, are labouring to decoy you into 
the high Road to Perdition. Examin them 
ſeparately; and by their Fruits you ſhall 
know them. 955 ee e 

What is this Archi- Fanatic ? This Muſh- 
room of our own raiſing? What are the 
. reſt of his Methodiſtical Prophets, but a 
Set of temerary Mortals: Who, building 
all Sufficiency of Grace on their own Autho- 
rity, ſet themſelves up ſor Maſters ; take 


new 
| \ 
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new Names; and, ſeparated from their 


Infancy from the Body of Chriſt's Church, 


have even cut themſelves off from the Ske- 


leton of a Church they ſtill pretend to be 


Members of? Full of Inconſtancy in Doc- 


trin, full of Pride and intolerable Vaunting 
of their awn Knowledge above all the eſtab- 


liſh'd Fathers of Antiquity, and full of Diſ- 


obedience 'to all Judgment but their own, 
they deny the very plaineſt Scriptures which 
can bring them to Order. Under the dark 


Diſguiſe of preaching-up Juſtification by 
Faith in Chriſt, they overthrow the Ne- 
_ ceflity and Merit of Good-Works; and, 


blinding the Souls of ſuch as are faſt enough 
a- ſleep to dream by their Illuſions, hurry 


them, under the ſpecious Names of the 


Spirit and the Inward Man, into the 
utmoſt Inſolence of ſpiritual Pride. In a 
word, true-Serpent-like, with the golden 
Bait of Chriſtian Perfection, they lily draw 


their unwary Followers into the infernal 


Snare of Predeſtinarianiſm ; and thus lift-up 


Some to the moſt daring Pitch of Pre- 


ſumption in their Salvation, without any 
Good-Works; and hurl Others head-long 


into the moſt 5 Deſpair in Gop's 


Mercy, with all their Good-Works. And 


for this they plead an immediate Commil- 
ſion from Gop himſelf: A Commiſſion 
which they extend, to the throwing all 

Order into Confuſion ; to the Contempt of 
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all Ecceſiaſtical Authority; and to the con- 
demning All, as no Chriſtians, who do 
not adhere to Them; to Them, who de- 
ſpiſe the Cenſures of every Power which 
lays Claim to the Title of a Church, not- 
withſtanding what Chriſt has ſaid, that 
He, who vill, not hear the Church, ſhall 
be reputed as a Heathen or Publican. Q 
my Saviour! Did'ſt Thou ſend theſe lying 
Prophets to us? Did'ſt Thou impower 


them to overthrow that Church to which 


thou once did'ſt promiſe to ſend thy Spirit 
of Truth to guide it into all Truth? * 
If Thou did'ſt; O give them better Cre- 
_ dentials! Give them ſuch Fruits as we 
may know them by, * | 
ST. Paul, I know, was call'd to the 
- Miniſtry by Gop Himſelf, Chriſt in Per- 
ſon deſcended from Heaven to call him, 
in the Preſence of many Witneſſes, in his 
Way to Damaſcus. His Miſſion then was 
plain; and yet St, Paul, with all This, 
could not exerciſe his Function of Apoſtle, 
till he had been received by the Church, 
and had his Credentials fign'd by Her; not 
(in a word) till Ananias had impoſed Hands 
on him, + and He had thereby received 
the Holy-Ghoſt and Power to preach the 
Goſpel. Nay, with theſe Credentials, the 
very Apoſtle himſelf tells you, / He or. 
Any, even an Angel from Heaven, preach 
another Goſpel, to you befides That —_ 


after PENTECOST. . 
has been preach d to you; let him be Anathe- 
ma; let him be look d upon as an excommu- 
nicated Perſon, an Out- law of the Church. 
Shall every giddy Mortal then, who dares 
rebel againſt all Order, preſume, in de- 
fiance to Chriſt's Church, to invert his 
Goſpel? And ſhall he, Beloved Brethren, 
gain Credit with Vou, without being able 
to ſhew you any better Authority than his 
own arrogant IIluſions? No, dear Chri- 
ſtians, No: Heaven forbid it! Take ye great 
heed of ſuch falſe Prophets, who, however 
they come to you in the Cloathing of Sheep, 
yet are They inwardly but ravening Wolves. 
By their Fruits you may know them. | 

Their Mighty Opponent indeed (mighty 
in Wrath and Lungs tho' not in Argu- 
ments) proceeds. not in the fame Track 
with the deluded Enthuſiaſts we have been 


him!) openly proteſts againſt Extraord:- 
naries and Bye-ways : And even ſcruples 
not to treat Chriſtian Perfection, Self-deinal 
and the Croſs of Chri/t, as mere Bye-ways. 
(*) He is utterly againſt being Righteous 
overmuch; and cautions his Readers againſt 
forſaking the Broad-Way of worldly Plea- 
ſures and Vanities to ſeek the Narrow Path 


of Mortification and Penance. Chriſt He 


tells them, in expreſs terms, (without any 
Ry: Explanation ) 
(*) See a Piece entitled, the Folly Sin and Danger of being 


Righteous overmuch. 


tal 10 of. He (Gracious Heaven, convert 
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Explanation) CAME EATING AND DRINEK* | 
ING INTO THE WORLD; wrought a Mi- 
racle in favour - of exceſſive drinking, and 


only ſpoke Hyperbolically (that is, ſpoke 


more than was true) when he inveigh'd a- 
gainſt the Pomps and Vanities of the World. 
And therefore he concludes, that you 
are right enough in Conſcience, without 
minding what he ſaid. Nay, in open Op- 
poſition to Chrift, who purpoſely came to 
teach us a perfect Abnegation of the World 
and all it's Pomps and Vanities, He pof- 
tively adds, * that ALL Men MUST HAVE 
«© To DO WITH SOME VANITIES--=-; 


OR ELSE THEY MUST NEEDS GO OUT 
* oF THE WORLD INDEED: FoR THE 


cc WoRLD 1s ALL OVER-RUN WITH VA- 
c NITIES. ” Excellent Argument for For- 
nication Adultery, Thefts, and Frauds and 


other Uncleaneſſes! For is not the World 


all over-run with Theſe alſo ? This Reaſon 
then (if of any Weight) would hold equally 
why All Men ſhould have to do even 


was a lawful Prophet. Well, well then may 
He rail, with, ſuch inveterate Malice, as he 


does, againſt Popery. Well may he labour 


to decry, by the moſt infamous notorious 
Calumnies, the ſpotleſs Church of Chriſt; 
which anathematizes ſuch Antichriſtian Doc= = 
trin. What think you then, Chriſtians? 


Can ſuch extravagant Teachers deſerve any 


Credit 
* In the fame Piece. 
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Credit from You ? Can Such, by erying-out 


Loxp Loxp, be qualified to enter into. the 
Kingdom of Heaven, or to lead you thither. 


Ah no! Take ye great heed of theſe falſe 


Prophets, who come to you in the Cloathing 
of Sheep, but inwardly they are ravening 
Wolves. By their Fruits you may know them. 
_  Hitherto, Beloved, you fee I have talk'd 
to you only of Miſcreants ; of falſe Prophets 
cout of the Pale of Chriſt' s Church, But 
ah! Heaven guard you too from ever meet- 
ing with other ſtill more ravening Wolves, 
under the Cloathing of Sheep, in the very 


Heart of the Fold. Heaven guard us All from 


ſuch mercenary Wretches, as, tho lawfully 


ſent to keep Unity and Harmony in the 
Flock, ſhould baſely pervert the Commiſſi- 


on they have received, and pervert it to 
" ſow the moſt deſtructive Schiſms among 

the Faithful. What ele could we call them 

but ravening Wolves, if ever ſuch Traitors 
ſhould appear among us, as (through a fordid 
and mercenary View of engroſſing a Num- 
ber of the Flock to themſelves) ſhould uſe 
all the meaneſt Artifices, which heretical 
Cunning can. be capable of, to ſow Diſcord 


among the People; to give the Laity a 


Diſtruſt of their Teachers; and to ingraciate 


themſelves, by Diſtinctions in the Prieſt- 
hood unknown in the Church, till this per- 


verſe Age; when mercenary Avarice, ſor- 
did Ambition and the Deſire of fleecing 


rather 


._ qe” I 
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 - Father than of feeding, the Sheep of Chriſt's | 


Paſture, are alone capable of bringing them 


in? O how oppoſit would not ſo deteſtable 
a Spirit be to thine, O glorious Apoſtle ! 


Who, inſtead of encouraging the Corintbi- 


ans in their inconſiderate Attachment to 


Thee, did'ſt ſo warmly rebuke them for it. 


It is ſigniſied to me, my Brethren, ſays 
St. PAUL, that there are Contentions among 
you ; for that Every-One of you ſaith, I cer- 
tainly am Paul's, and I ApoOLLo's, but I 
Caphas's, and I Cbriſt s. Is Chriſt then di- 


ij. vided? Why, was PAUL crucified for you? 


Or in the Name of Paul guere you baptized? 
* Ah Chriſtians be aſſured of This: Your 


true Paſtors, more intereſted for your Sal- 


vation- than your Purſe, will ſteadily fol- 
low this glorious Example? Inſtead of in- 
ſinuating to You ſuch Diſtinctions as pave ' 
the Way to a Schiſm in the Church, the 


fatal Conſequences of which are fo much 


the more to be dreaded as they are not to 
be foreſeen ; They, who ſincerely cheriſh 
your Welfare at Heart, will rather labour 
to remove from you every Diſpoſition to- 
wards Partiality, Whatever Character 
then They may aſſume, who ſhould here- 
after preſume to inſtill ſuch pernicious Doc- 


trins into you; whatever Sanctity they may 


put-on; however they ſhould ſcreen tem- 
ſelves behind an affected Submiſſion to the 


Church; however they might turn- up their 


Eyes, 
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Eyes, and approach you as Prophets and 
Paſtors of the Fold; never venture, to 


believe them; truſt them not. Rather 
ſuſpect the Mercenary, the Hireling, the 
Thief and Robber, who, fearing to enter 
by the Door of Chriſt's Unity, climbs by 
another Way, the Way of Avarice, and 
Diſcord. Let me then rather, in the Name 
of your Saviour and his Apoſtle, ask you. Ts 
Chriſt divided? Did SECUL ARS die for you? 
Were REGULARSs crucified for you? Or in 


the Name of PRIESTSs were you baptized ? 
No, No: Beloved, We are only the In- 


ſtruments and Miniſters of his Salvation 


to you: And his Power is one and the 


fame in all of Us. We, All alike, are 


ſent to baptize you in his Name; to preach 
him (and not ourſelves) crucified to you; 
to adminiſter his Holy Sacraments to you, 
not Ours; and to lead you, by his Grace 
alone, to the Kingdom of Heaven. Such 
only then among us, as, doing This, with 
Charity and Harmony, do the Will of the 


Heavenly Father, ſhall enter into the King- 


dom of Heaven, and be able to lead you 
thither. And All, who a& contrary to 


tis, are falſe Prophets; are Traitors; are 


Spies of Schiſm in the Church, and ;nwardly 
ravening Wolves. Beware of them: Take 


ye great heed of them. By their Fruits you 


ſhall know them, 


Vol. III. Rk: *: 
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II. Be cautious then, Beloved, and ſuffer . 
not yourſelves to be deceived by any Such. 
Follow cloſely your true Prophets and 
Paſtors of Chriſt's appointment, of whate- 
ever Order they be. Pay them all an 
equal Veneration and Obedience, without 
regard to 5 other Title or Character 
belonging to them than That of Prieſt or 
Prelate. The very Beſt of them indeed 
are Sinners miſerable Sinners: And yet the 
Worſt of them in their own private Practice 
may be good and uſeful in their public 
Miniſtry, becauſe They have all the ſame 
Power, all the ſame Office, and all the fame 
Zeal to ſave you; exceping ſuch wretched 
'Hirelings whoſe Love of Diſorder (if Any 
ſuch there ſhould appear as Thoſe I have been 
ſpeaking of ) might induce them to forfeit 
the Commiſſion, which would make them 
lawful Paſtors, for fuch ſordid Views as 
tan only prove them falſe Prophets, of whom 
you are caution'd by Chriſt 7o take heed. 
Stand then upon your Guard, Dearly Be- 
loved Brethren, againſt Theſe and all other 
Kinds of lying Prophets. Purſue therefore 
the Means, the infallible Means, your. 
Saviour points-out to you : Watch and pray, 
that you enter not into Temptation. Never 
liſten to the Doctrins of Such as attempt to 
ſeduce you by flattering Speeches. What- 
ever they ſay to you, which is oppoſit to 


1 
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the Doctrins you have already been taught; 
whatever Innovations you obſerve in their 
Principles and Practice; whatever they 
advance contrary to that Harmony which 
makes the moſt ſhining Ornament and 
Support of the Church ; ſtop your Ears 


to it as to the Hiſſing of Serpents. Suſ- 


the Mercenary, ſuſpect the Hireling ; 
and be not ſeduced by their Unchriſtian 
Inſinuations. And that you may per- 
ſevere and improve in your Vigilance ; 
pray the Es to aſſiſt you, with 


a ſteadineſs of 


a filial Hope, in him, for your Conſtancy 
in his Bleſſed Will. By theſe Means it 
will be” out 'of the Power of falſe Pro- 
phets to hurt you; and all, which their 
time-ſerving, covetous Artifices will be 
able to do, will only ſerve to encreaſe 
their Shame and your Reward. For to 
this End alone does the Divine Provi- 
dence ſuffer ſuch things to be, that They, 
who- are approved, may be made manifeſt 
among You. May the Almighty -then 
grant you his holy Grace to; make this 


Chriſtian uſe of the falſe Prophets he 


ſuffers to try your Fidelity; that, through the 


Grace of Chriſt, approved in this Life, you 
may be rewarded in the Next with that Glory 


which I beſeech. Gon, of his infinit Mercy, 
to grant you: In the Name &e. 
Hh2 SERMON 


aith ; make frequent Acts 
of it, and repoſe yourſelves wholly, with 
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The Children of this World are wiſer than 
the Children of Light in their Genera- 


tion. But, I ſay to you: Make to you 
Friends of the Mammon of Intquity, that, 


when you fail, they may receive you into 
the eternal Tabernacles, 


Fx 7 "HE Children of this World, 
Pr : "T% | Beloved, are They, who prefer- 
"x F7 ing the tranſitory unfatisfactory 
pPleaſures of the Earth to the 
laſting ſatiating Joys of Heaven, 
chuſe rather to build their Hopes on the 
uncertain Dependences of this Life than 
to ſeek any certain Safety in the Com- 
fortable Promiſes of the Next. They are 
a blind Generation, who, forever buried 


in 
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in the facinating Deſires of the Fleſh, dream-" 
out Life in the perpetual Darkneſs of abſent 
Grace: Who, heaping Sins upon Sins, live 
forever eſtranged from Gop and his Church: 
And who, tho' Chriſtians by Profeſſion, 
are nothing leſs than Chriſtians in their 
own Practice and Chriſt's Eſteem, Becauſe, 
more intent to purſue their own. lawleſs 


Appetites than to follow his Example and 
Precepts, they voluntarily renounce to his 


bleſſed Promiſes; chuſe rather to be Children 


of the World than of Chriſt; and, for the 
ſake of preſent Satisfaction, cut themſelves 
off the Benefits of his Mediation. Theſe 
theſe are the unhappy Creatures of whom 
your Divine Redeemes ſays, Not for the 


World do I pray. O Saviour of Mankind! 


What muſt their miſerable Situation be for 
whom thou refuſeſt to pray? What Lights, 
what Knowledge, what Underſtanding can 


they have to carry them even through the. 


moſt common Emergencies of Life, who, 
thus deſert and are deſerted by Thee, the 
Fountain of all Wiſdom? How then can 
it be conceived that he Children of this 
Mord are wiſer than the Children of Light 

in their Generation ? 1 5 
The Children of Light are They, who, 
poſtponing the empty Allurements of a vain 
World to the ſubſtantial Delights of an 


eternal Crown of Glory, chuſe rather to 


depend on the promiſed Rewards of the 


nnen 
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Life to come than to forfeit them for pre- 
ſent Enjoyment. They are a Generation of 
happy Souls, who, making uſe of the Grace 
and Talents given them by Gop to work 
their Salvation in fear and trembling, ſtrug- 
gle-on towards the Poſſeſſion of that Bliſs 
they are call'd to. In a word, Chriſtians 
in outward Profeſſion, they labour to be 
Such in private Practice; and, preferring 
Self-denial and the Croſs of Chriſt to Self- 
gratification and the Pleaſures of the Earth, 
throw themſelves under the Wing of his 
Mediation. Theſe, theſe are they whom 
the Eternal Father gave to his divine' Son, 
Theſe are the happy, thrice happy Crea- 
tures, of whom the all-gracious Redeemer 
of Mankind fays to his heavenly Father, 
For them do I pray: Not for the World do 
T pray, but for them whom thou haſt given 
me. Ah how, once more, O Saviour of 
our Souls! how then comes it, that he Chil 
dren of this World are wiſer than the Chil- 
dren of Light in their Generation, 

Alas Beloved ! is not the Matter viſible to 
every Eye? The Children of the World, 
the earthly-minded, the Followers of Vice, 
neglect no Means to ſecond their unruly 
Appetites ; lay hold on every Incident which 
may improve their Pleaſures or their Inte- 
reſts; and ſo awake are they on all Occa- 
ſions to whatever may regard their tem- 

| poral Eaſe or Safety as even to turn the very 
Counter 
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Counter-ſtrokes of Diſappointment to their 
own Advantage. Witneſs the Steward in 


this Goſpel, who, when in Danger of his 


Lord's diſcharging him, apply'd to Fraud 
for a proviſional Security from Want againſt 
his being out of Service, 'The Means was 


criminal 'tis' true; and had been fooliſh in 


a Child of Light, who could not without 
Inconfiſtency, prefer a preſent fleeting cri- 
minal Advantage to a future guiltleſs laſting 
One. But in a Worldling ! whoſe principle 
it is to renounce the future for the preſent, 


the Means was perfectly conſiſtent, a 


Maſter-piece of earthly Policy and Wiſdom, 
and a convincing Proof how much the Chil- 


dren of this World are wiſer than the Chil- | 
dren of Light in their Generation. How 


many Means alas do theſe neglect of for- 
warding their Spiritual Career ! How many 
happy Incidents do they let flip, which 


Heaven defign'd for their Improvement in 


every Grace and Chriſtian Virtue! And fo 


diſturb'd and diſconcerted are they at every 
little Diſappointment their good Actions. 


meet with ; that ſcarcely can they ſtand 
their ground ; much leſs get forward in their 
_ Chriſtian Race. But ah how inconſiſtent 


is all this with their "continual Struggles 


towards the glorious Prize they are conten- 

ding for ! The thought is really Melancholy: 

And yet if we purſue it, perhaps it may 
afford a chearful Conſequence. 

| EY” For 
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Fot upon examination, I find two great 
Miſtakes in the Conduct of the Good and 


Bad. Both are induſtrous alike in their dif- 


ferent purſuits; but the Induſtry of -Both is 


ineffectual: Becauſe alike defective on both 


ſides, tho' in a different Senſe. In the Bad 
it wants Principle, In the Good it wants 
Method. In a word, the Induſtry of the 


Wicked is miſplaced, and therefore Crimi- 
nal; and the Induſtry of the Good is miſ- 


| managed, and therefore imperfect. To ap- 


ply therefore all the Remedy poſſible to 
theſe two capital Miſtakes ſhall be my En- 
deavour in the preſent Diſcourſe: In which 
I ſhall undertake to convince you, 


I. That one Half of the Pains, which he 
Wicked take to be viciouſl happy, 
would make them rirtuoully © if 

_ rightly placed: And 

II. That the fame Pains, which the Vir- 
tuous take to be at laſt but imperfect 
Chriſtians, would make them quite 
perfect Ones, if rightly managed. 


e O Thou, dear Gop, by whom we live 


* and move, who giveſt us the Power to 


ehe induſtrious, O teach us that true Chri- 
* ſtian Induſtry, by which alone we can 
« attain to the. 


I. That one Half the Pains, which the 
Tramed take to be viciouſly happy, would 
make 
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make them virtuouſly ſo, the ſingle inſtance 


of the Steward in the preſent Goſpel is ſuf- 


| ficient to demonſtrate, He was falſely ac 
cuſed to his Lord of being unfaithful. to 
his Truſt, in conſequence of which he 
was upon the point of being diſcharged from, 
his Office, which was all the probable 
means he had towards an honourable Sup- 
port. What to be calumniated and not de- 
ſerve it? What after being ſtrictly honeſt 
to fall the Sacrifice of Obloquy in common 
with Villains? A hard trial this, it muſt be 
own'd and few have Steadineſs enough to 
bear it. Shall a Man acquit himſelf with 
fo much aus ms of the Confidence re- 
poſed in as not to take the Advan- 


— which bis Foſt afford him to make 


the leaſt Proviſion for himſelf againſt 
future Contingencies, and yet be liable to 
be turn'd out of his Bread upon the firſt 
ill-grounded Report which Malice, Envy, or 


Miſtake raiſes againſt him ? This however 


is many a Man's Caſe, as well as this 


Ste ward's. What then has a Man to do 


under ſuch a Provocation ? I' know what 
I will do ſays the worldly: wiſe Man. 
If I am defamed, it ſhall be for Some- 


thing. If I am treated as a Cheat, I had as 


be one. I'll even then have recourſe 
to Fraud, and make myſelf Amends for 


the loſs of my Reputation by deſerving to 


loſe it. , | 
Vor, III. Ex Such 


241 


6-42 


On the Eighth S ux DA 
Such was the Wiſdom of our Steward. 


| Upon the point of being diſmiſs d from the 


Service of his Lord, he endeavours to ingra- 
tiate himſelf with the Tenants. To com- 


paſs this, he has recourſe to Fraud. Poſ- 


ſeſt of the Rent- roll of his Maſter's Eſtate, 
away he poſts from one Tenant to another, 


compounds with them for part of their 


Rent, ſtrikes of what he pleaſes, and hud- 


dles-up their Arrears as his Fancy and Paſ- 


ſion Suggeſt. What a deal of idle Pains 
is here taken to gain the uncertain Favour 
of Men as fickle and fraudulent as himſelf, 
againſt he ſhould come to ſtand in need of 
a Friend! And all this too with the risk 
of being detected; all this with the Fears 
and under the Apprehenſions of being farther 
puniſh'd, if betray'd; and all this with 
the anxious uncertainty. of' meeting with 
any grateful Return from thoſe who reap'd 
the Benefit of his fraudulent Practice. And 
yet according to the Principles of the World, 
the Action was Wiſe, and his Lord who 
was a rich Man and probably might have 
gain'd his Riches by the ſame kind of 
Wiſdom cou'd not but praiſe him for what 
he' had done, cou'd not but approve by 
his own Rule, any vicious Induſtry which 


tended to perſonal - Eaſe and Safety. For 


in this the Children of this World are 


wiſer than the Children of Light in their 


Generation, But O my Gop! How true 
1 : E, 18 | 


a⁊ſter PENTECOST, „ 
+ & that which thou haſt told us that zhe 
Wiſdom of Men is folly with thee !' If this 
Man according to the World's Notion was 
Wiſe in taking ſo much Pains and running 
ſo much Risk to make himſelf Friends of 
the Mammon of Iniquity for the fake of 
procuring a future vicious precarious Ha 
pineſs; how fooliſh was he not in y 4 
Eyes, when almoſt half that 'Trouble with- 
out any Risk would have ſufficed to make 
him virtuouſly happy for a laſting Certainty. 
Had he while he was honeſt but had the 
Refolution to continue ſo; had he inſtead 
of recurring to Fraud made a virtuous 
Uſe of the Mammon of Iniquity the 
Riches intruſted to him, call'd in the 
Debts to a Farthing, ballanced his Ac= 
counts and ſtated them to his Lord; he 
would have been able to refute his Ca- 
lumniators, to eſtabliſn his Reputation 
of an honeſt Man above the reach of 
Slander, and to rivet himſelf immoveably 
in his Eſteem and Service. Thus would 
be with the Mammon of Iniquity have 
made himſelf Friends, at a very ſmall 
Pains; Friends on Earth, who on any Emer- 
gency would have thought it their own, 
Intereſt to promote his; and Friends 
in Heaven, who when he fail'd to this 
Life, would. bave received him into 
the eternal Tabernacles. : So true is it that 
one half the Pains. which the wicked take 
£9159) 14 2 9 
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to be viciouſly happy, would ſuffice to 
make them virtuouſly fo, if their Induſtry 
was but rightly placed. But ſuch is the 

rverſe Inclination of Mankind to all that 


1s forbidden, that Virtue, with ever ſo much 
Eaſe, is leſs ſupportable to them than the 
_ greateſt Difficulties which tend to a crimi- 


nal Enjoyment. 

You ſhall ſee a Man of Trade FR dry 
induſtrious in his Buſineſs as to omit no 
vicious Means to provide ſupport for his Fa- 


mily and himſelf. How early does he riſe, 


how late does he go to Bed! How hard 


does he labour! his Hands, his Head and 
| = Heart are ſo fix d on the Means of im- 


roving his Stock that he has not time to 
ſay one ſhort Prayer in a Morning to his 
Maker to call down a Blefling on his 
Labours : To make one ſhort Ejaculation 
to Heaven for his Aſſiſtance, without 
whom in vain he labours, who builds or 
does Aught beſides! To hear Maſs on a 
8 to uſe any abſtinence on a faſting 
Day, to give an Alms to the Poor, alas it 
cannot be expected from a Man whoſe 
Time, whoſe. Health, and whoſe Money 
are all of ſtead to him in the Buſineſs he 
is reſolved to purſue independently on Gop, 
that he may procure a comfortable Support 


that is a vicious one. Well: And what 


Succeſs do all his Labours meet with? 
Why, for want of Gop's Bleſſing * can 
carce 


f 
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fcarce live: All his Meaſures are thwarted ; * 
and notwithſtanding all the Frauds he 
makes uſe of to ſecond his Labours, not- 

_ withſtanding all his Impoſitions, notwith- 
ſtanding his ſelling the worſt of Goods at 
the moſt extortioning Rates, he is daily 
running out. Ah! What a melancholy 
Caſe is this, to be ſo induſtrious to ſo little 
Purpoſe. . 4 ee F208" 

But ah! Fool is it not your own Fault? 
You are induſtrous tis true, but all your 
Induſtry is miſplaced. Know you not that 

_ wnleſs the Lord build the Houſe he labours 
in vain who builds it. Why do you take 
ſo much more Pains than you need do, 
when all your Pains muſt be fruitleſs with- 
out the Bleſſing of Gop? Why do you 
work ſo hard to make or expoſe to ſale 
what you will never be able to vend unleſs 
the Lord ſend you Cuſtomers? Labour then 
leſs, pray more, obſerve the Laws of Gop, 
and his Church, be honeſt and Charitable. 
Do this, you will be induſtrious enough and 
your Induſtry will be well placed. Gop 
will give a Blefling to it, it will never over- - 
power You, and your Health will be rather 
inproved than impaired by it. Thoſe who 
deal with you once will find it their In- 
tereſt to deal with you again, the Prayers 
of the Poor with whom you ſhare the ſu- 
perfluous Part of your Subſtance will draw- 
down a Blefling upon your Undertakings ; 


| 
| 
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worldly Subſtance you poſſeſs, you will 
make to yourſelf Friends indeed, who when 
you fail of Life will receive you into the 
eternal Tabernacles, Nay you will even 
make Friends here who on every Emergency 
will be ready to aſſiſt you, and whether 
they do or do not, you are ſure of this 
that the T eſtimony of a good Conſcience 
will make you happy in _ Station, and 
virtuouſly happy. 

But Ah! What do I ay ? That one end 
is enough to invalidate all I can advance in 
favour of Happineſs. . All Men are defirous: 
of being happy and at Eaſe, It is for that 
they all ſtruggle, labour, and encounter ſo 
many and great Dangers and Difficulties. 
But alas do but mention to them the 
attaining to it by -virtuous Means, and 
there needs no more to fright and diſtate 
them. Shew this Tradeſman, who has 
taken ſo much Pains to procure a vicious 
Content, that one half the Pains, will make 
him virtuouſly Happy, alas he will not 
hear you and much leſs believe you. To 
demonſtrate to him that hisLabour is - vain, 


bis Induſtry uſeleſs, and his Purpoſe fruſt- 


rated, is quite needleſs. He ſees it himſelf 


and is but too ſollicitous to apply a Re- 


medy. But ah! The Remedy is worſe than 
the Diſeaſe. He neglects his Buſineſs, runs 


from Place to Place, borrows Money of all 


Who 
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who will truſt him, and ſpends it on all 
who will partake of it with him. Thus 
under the idle Pretext of promoting Buſi- 
neſs his Family and Affairs are running to 
Ruin, while he lives in a public Houſe, 


riots. with every Spendthrift, impairs his 


Health, and involves himſelf in every 


Miſery. Fool do'ſt thou not ſee, whither 


all thy Induſtry is tending? Who think 
you will be willing to have any Dealings 
with a Sot, who neglects his Buſineſs, gives 
himſelf up to Drunkenneſs and is buried 
in Debauchery? Is it the way to retrieve 
for you to leave your Wife your Children, 
your Family to ſtarve at Home, while you 
are purchaſing future Famine abroad at 
an extravagant Rate? No: all the Fruits 
you can expect from ſuch vicious Induſtry 
is to ſee your Wife and Children (if you 
have any) reduced to the Pariſh Allowance, 
if not brought to the Streets or the High- 
ways by your ill Example; yourſelf coop d- 
up in a Jail or an Hoſpital if you are not re- 


ſerved for a more miſerable End to die in 


a Ditch. ie | | | N 
But what would you have me do? Trading 
is dead. I labour all Day in vain yet cannot 
get Bread. All my Dependence therefore 
is on making Acquaintance, and all the 
Means of making them is frequentin 
Company, which is not to be done without 


drinking 
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drinking and ſpending Money. What then 


muſt I do? I cannot beg, I cannot work 


at any other Bufineſs than that I was brought 


up to: I have not Courage to beg: And 


ſteal openly I dare not. Ah Wretch! It is 


not Neceſſity but the Love of Riot which 
makes you reaſon thus. If you dare not 
| ſteal, you dare run in Debt to glut your 


own Luxury ; if you are aſhamed to 

you are not aſhamed to reduce your Family 
and Creditors to Beggary: If you cannot 
dig the Earth; cannot you penetrate Hea- 
ven and draw thence a Bleſſing on your 
Labours? This would eaſe you of ſome 
Part of thoſe Labours, and render the reſt 
proſperous. If you can find Money for 
Sotting, would not a Part of that given to 
the Poor turn to better Account than that 
of impairing ' your Strength? And if you 
obſerved the Faſts and Abſtinence of the 
Church, would- not that leſſen your Family 
Expences, and enable you the better to 
carry on your Buſineſs. In ſhort would 
you place your Dependence on Gop, but be 
obedient to his Church, be honeſt to- thoſe 
you deal with, and charitable to your Fel- 
low-Creatures, your Labours would be 
at leaſt one half leſs: your Happineſs even 
in this Life would be certain and laſting; 


and Gop would give an Encreaſe to your 
Store, Thus might you make to you true 


Friends 
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Friends of the Mammon of Tniquity, whom, 
when you fail might receive you into the | 
eternal 7. abernacles, 

But there is no bringing Mankind to a 
Senſe of theſe Truths. Another Man is 
hurried away into down-ri night, Slavery by 
Luſt. The gratification of this he places 
all his EN in, and to 5 this, 
What Pains, what Expences, what Fatigues 
will he not endure: The laviſhing all his 
Subſtance, the expoſing his Health, Re- 
putation and Life are all Trifles to compaſs 
the poiſonous Favours of a wanton Harlot 
whoſe Faith he can have no Reliance on. 
A ſenſeleſs Mortal! What an idle extra- 
vagant Induſtry i is this to attain to a vicious 
Happineſs in the deceitful murdering Smiles 
of a Monſter who cannot be true to you 
when She hath forgotten as the wiſe Man , Ka 
ſays, the Covenant of her Gop. * What Sweet- ii ii. 7. 
neſs can you expect in a Wretch whoſe 
End is bitter as Wormwood, ſharp as a two- 
edged Smord? But what muſt I do, ſays the 
— to gratify the Deſires of the Fleſh ? 
Do? Recur to Gop for the Gift of Chaſtity ; 
Faſt, abſtain, humble and ſubdue your 
carnal Appetites ? Or if you muſt gratify 
them take a virtuous Mate approved by Gop 
and his Church; who may ſhare in your 
Pleaſures and Pains, be an Aſſiſtant to you 
in the Service of Gov and your temporal 
Concerns, and whoſe Intereſt it wilt be 

Vor. III. | K K to 
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to promote and conſult yours? But ah! 
It is this Object, this Individual Object 
which excites my Wantonneſs : This is 
the Flame I am conſumed with, and there 
is no allaying it but by ſacrficing my Sub- 
ſtance my Health, my Reputation, my Life 
and all to it, For alas I cannot behold 
without burning. But ' fooliſh Mortal! 
Can you not ſhut your Eyes? Can you not 
fly the Perſon, fly their Company, fly every 
thing which brings their Idea to your 
Mind? Inſtead of taking ſo much Pains - to 
go out of your Way to have a glance or 
fight of them, inſtead of loſing ſo much 
Time in viſiting them 'at their Houſe or 


meeting them elſewhere ; Take but half 


the Pains; go a ſhorter way : Save one half 
your time and ſtay at home to pray againſt 


the Temptation or viſit where you are ſure 


* Prev. 
v. 8. 


they will not be. In ſhort, place all your 


Induſtry in avoiding to ſee or be ſeen by 
the dangerous Perſon, Remove thy Way 


far from her, ſays the Holy-Ghoſt in the 


Proverbs, and come not nigh the Door of 
her Houſe. , Leſt thou give thy Honour to 
Others and thy Years to the Cruel. Left 
Strangers be fill d with thy Wealth and thy 
Labours be in the Houſe of a Stranger. 
And thou mourn at laſt when thy Fleſh and thy 
Body are conſumed. And jay how have I hated 
Inſtruction and my Heart deſpiſed Rproof. * Ts 
not this Beloved, a much eaſier Way to reach 

| | 10 
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to Happineſs, By this Means you fave your 
Subſtance, Health, Reputation, Life and 
Soul, by this Means you avoid ' an infinity 
of Anxieties attending ſuch lawleſs Purſuits, 
by this Means you leflen at leſt one half 
your Pains and . ſecure to _ yourſelves, 
when you have wean'd your Affections, a 
true Happineſs, which the Gratification of 
them could never have obtain'd you. But 

Is Ambition or lawleſs Power the Happi- 
neſs you purſue ? Is it for the ſake of falſe 


Glory you take ſo much Pains and Fatigue, | 


O induſtrious Worldling ? O how idle are 
all your Labours, your Anxieties, your reſt- 
leſs Days and ſleepleſs Nights! How vain 
thoſe courtly Attendances, thoſe ſuperfluous 
Extravagances, thoſe cruel Self-Denials, 
Submiſſions, and Expectations! And how 
inſupportable thoſe killing Perplexities of 
ſuſpence between Hope and Fear, Probabi- 
lity and Uncertainty, Proſpect and Doubt, 
which break through your Peace, diſorder 
your Health and rob you of yourſelf! And for 


what are all theſe but to graſp at a Shadow ? 


To attain to a Poſt, a Pre-eminence, an 
Honour which you never can riſe to but by 
ſtepping upon Calumnies, Treacheries, For- 


geries, Rebellions and perhaps every crying 


Crime. Ah do you purpole to be happy 
By ſuch Means you can only be Criminal 


ſo, that is, not being happy at all for want 


of that peace of Conſcience which along 
KI 2 . 
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can afford any true ſolid Happineſs, Nay 
it is a hundred to One whether after all 
vicious Endeavours, your fooliſh Induftry 
ſucceeds. How much Pains then, howmuch 
Anxiety, Danger and Difficulty might you 
not avoid and become perfectly Happy, 
would you but renounce the falſe Honour 
you aſpire to, when you ſee it is not to 


be reach'd but by ſuch vicious and laborious 


Means.. By doing this inſtead of labouring 


in vain to ſeem great, without any Labour 


ou would realy be great. Inſtead of loſing 
both your Time and your Pains in graſping 
at the ſhadow of Happineſs, you would 
hold it irremiſſibly without the Expence 


of either; and the virtue of knowing how 
to deſpiſe the Honour, the Grandeur, the 


Power and Principality yon cannot attain 
without criminal Practices would make 
Kings and Princes of you, would crown 
you with all the Glory of their Pre-emi- 
nence without the Burden annex'd to it. 
For true Happineſs conſiſts not in the en- 
larging your Fortune but contracting your 
Deſires: As the ſummit of Glory is not 
placed in the extending you Power but in 


the quelling your Ambition. Thus then is it 


that you ſhould make to yourſelves, Friends 
of the Mammon of Iniquity, that when your 
Life fails you they may receive you into the 


Eternal Tabernacles, And thus doing you 


will ſecure . yourſelves Happineſs at a much 
cheaper 
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cheaper rate than you poſſibly can as 
Worldlings go about it. So true is it that 
one half the Pains which the Wicked take 
to be viciouſly happy would ſuffice to make 
them virtuouſly ſo, if rightly placed. | 


II. Nor is it leſs true that the very fame 
Pains which the Virtuous take to be at laſt 
but imperfect Chriſtians, would make them 
quite perfect ones, if rightly managed. But 
ah, my Gop, how much wiſer are the Chil- 
dren of this World than the Children of Light 

in their Generation | They loſe no advan- 
tage they can lay hold of to improve their 
Criminal Purpoſes into Succeſs : They ne- 
ver are at a loſs for Stratagems to make to 
themſelves iniquitous Friends of the Mam- 
mon of Iniquity: But thy Children, 0 
Light of the World, what advantages do 

not they loſe ? How many Opportunities do 
they loſe of making to themſelves Friends 
of the Mammon of Iniquity : Friends who 

| <ohen they fail might receive them into the 
eternal Tabernacles, = 

How many Chriſtians ſhall you ſee ex- 
tremely charitable to the Poor, hoſpitable 
to the Stranger, beneficent to the Priſoner, 
tender to the Sick, merciful to a 'weak Bro- 

ther and univerſally bountiful to all in 
Diſtreſs. Alas what a pity is it Such Chri- 
ſtians ſhould loſe the greateſt part of all 
their charitable Offices, for want of a proper 

| FOE wy direction 
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direction of them to Gop, or for want of- 
a Manner in what they do! One gives 
Alms very often and largely but gives them 
more through habitual tenderneſs of Heart, 
then through any poſitive actual Deſign of 
doing ſo for Gop's Sake, and for the Relief 
of his Image: Another perhaps does ſuc- 
cour his afflicted Brother for God's fake 
but then, makes him feel the Weight of 
the Benefit received by the bitter Taunts, 
or other mortifying Circumſtances he ac- 
companies it with: And while he heels 
up one wound in the Breaſt of his Fellow 
Creature, by his Charities, opens another 
wider and more inſupportable one by the 
manner of beſtowing them. Ah fooliſh 
Mortals would it coſt you any more pains 
when you are ſhewing your love to your 
Fellow Creature to make an inward Act 
of Love to God and direct the whole to 
his Honour and Glory. This would make 
your Chriſtian Charity perfect indeed, where- 
as through your 'miſmanagement of it you 
make it at beſt but an imperfe& Chriſtian 
Virtue, if it be a Chriſtian Virtue at all. 
For it is very much to be fear'd that ſuch 
heedleſs Works as theſe, however good in 
themſelves, become merely Acts of natural 
Virtue when not ſpirited by a direction to 
Gop and therefore of very little fruit to- 
wards an eternal Reward, If you are con- 
vinced it is right to relieve the Diſtreſs of a 


Brother. 
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Brother, will it coſt you any more pains 


to do it with tenderneſs ? The Perfection 


of fraternal Charity conſiſts in making the 
ſad Heart glad for Gop's fake, whereas your 
Charity when convey'd with the Sting of 


a mortifying Manner, only changes one 


Pain for another perhaps a more- cruel and 
ſenſible one than that you remove. Unleſs 
then you conſult the manner of your Relief 
well as the Relief itſelf, - your Charity is very 

imperfect if not uſeleſs! How idle then is 
it for Chriſtians to loſe all or at leaſt great 
part of their good Actions for want of a little 
care to manage them rightly, when no 


more pains is required to make them perfect 


and highly meritorious in the fight of Gop 

and Man. | ws 
You pray and abſtain Beloved, You keep 

the Feaſts and Faſts of the Church with 


punctuality, You do well: But ah how 


comes it then that you are ſtill ſuch imper- 
fect Chriſtians? Sound your own Souls 
tell me with what Spirit do you do you this? 
Don't you do it from Prejudice, Cuſtom, and 
ſeeing others do ſo? Do you ever offer up 
your Prayers with a due Attention? Do 
you go to Church purpoſely to honour Gop 


more than hecauſe it is Sunday? Do you 


offer up your Faſts to Gop in attonement 
for your Sins, to ſatisfy his Juſtice to 
humble your Fleſh and draw down the Divine 
Bleſſings on yourſelves and Families. 9 
e 1s 
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this is the Perfection of Chriſtian Prayer 
and Faſting, And what more Pains are re- 
quired to pray and. to faſt with this Atten- 
tion and Intention than to do both with- 
out either? Is it not plain then that the 
very ſame pains you take to be at laſt but 
imperfect Chriftians, would ſuffice to make 
you quite perfect ones, if rightly managed. 

I dare ſay there is no One here who does 
not often frequent the holy Sacraments ? 
And yet which ſhall I pick out among you 
to ſhew an inſtance of a perfect Chriſtian? 
Are you not all negligent in promoting 
Gop's Honour? And envious of your Neigh- 


bour's Good? Are you not all Diſſemblers, 


Back- biters, Flatterers and ſome way or 
other uncharitable, if not unjuſt? Are you 


not all impatient in Adverſity, inſolent 


in Proſperity glad of ever ſeeming Advan- 
tage over your Neighbour, murmuring 
againſt Gop when he delays gratifying your 
Wiſhes, and ungrateful to him when he does. 


In a word are you not all enſlaved by your 


Paſſions and given to Crimes or at leaſt 
Imperfections too groſs to be expected from 
Perſons, who have recourſe to thoſe Foun- 
tains of Grace. How comes this then but 
from your approaching to them without 


dle neceſlary Diſpoſitions? You go. to the 


holy Sacraments ; but go more out of Habit 
than true Devotion. When you go to Con- 
feſſion, your Repentance is not real or is but 
. | weak, 
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weak, you bring not with you a deep Senſe 
of your Sins, a ſincere deſire of reform, a 
firm Purpoſe of obſerving the injunctions 
of your Director. And without theſe alas 
to what purpoſe do you go? And what 


more pains or confuſion would it coſt you 


to bring theſe Diſpoſitions along with You ? 


When you go to Communion, your Devo- 


tion is Cuſtom, your Prayers are Rote-work, 


and your Adorations almoſt Mockery, be- 


cauſe you are ſo uſed to go that you gro- 


quite familiar with the Bleſſing, take no 
thought of the Gop you receive or if you 


do, take very little Notice of him when 
you have received him. Whereas what 


more Pains would it be to you, when you 
do leave your Buſineſs to approach to your 
Saviour, for you to dwell holy on enter- 
taining and being entertain'd by him. 
What more time would it take up, to adore 
him, implore his Bleſſings and offer your- 


ſelves wholly up to him? It is for want 


of theſe Diſpoſitions that you are thus im- 
perfect notwithſtanding your frequenting 
thoſe Sources of Grace ſo often as you 
do. For did you carry them a long with 
vou, you could not fail of being as perfect 


Chriſtians as they are capable of making 


You, And theſe Diſpoſitions would coſt 
you no more Pains, than'the going without 
them. So true is it, Beloyed, that all your 
Chriſtian Induſtry loſes the greateſt part of 

Vor. III. L it's 
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it's Fruit for want of right Management: as 
the Induftry of the Wicked is intirely — 
leſs by being miſplaced. e 
And yet they are wiſer in their Genera- 
tion than Vou, becauſe they are conſiſtent 
in their Wickedneſs and neglect no vicious 
Means to ſecond their vicious Intentions, 
and make criminal Friends of the Mammon 
of Iniquity. Whereas you are conſiſtent in 
Nothing; You trifle away the moſt holy 


and eaſy Means to attain. to the holy State 


you aſpire to; and when you might a 
thouſand Ways make Friends to you of the 
Mammon of Iniquity, ſuch Friends as would 
receive you . m the eternal Tabernacles, 
you let every Opportunity flip. 

Ah be wiſer then, Beloved, for the future 


lay hold of every Advantage to ſeize on 


_ Chriſtian Perfection, and fince the ſame 


Pains will ſuffice to make you perfect Chri- 
ſtians, content not yourſelves with being 
imperfect ones. Faſt, pray, give Alms, 


| . frequent the holy Sacraments. But loſe 


not the Benefit of them through your own 
Miſmanagement. No, if you have Money 
to ſpare make Friends by your Alms-deeds 

of the Mammon of Iniquity. Let not worldly 
Affairs engroſs all your Time from prayer 
and works of Mercy; but employ ſome Part 
of it with due Attention and Intention and 
thus make Friends of that Mammon of Ini- 
ada Faſt with a penitential Devotion, 
mortify 
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monly you Fleſh and make Friends of ano- 
ther Mammon of Iniquity. Frequent the 
: holy Sacraments with all the Diſpoſitions 
requiſit to reap Perfection from them. And 
ſuffer no Vanities or worldly Cares to break 
in upon your Deyotion, but by renouncin 
them with Fervour of Heart. and Steadine? 
of Mind, make Friends of every Mammon 
of Tniquity, who when you | fail to this 
miſerable World may receive you into the 
Eternal Tabernacles Whither. I beſeech 
Gon to lead you: In the Name &c. 
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Irsus entering into the Temple began to caſt- 
out the Sellers therein and the Buyers, 
ſaying to them : it is written, that my Houſe 
7s the Houſe of Prayer, but you have 
made it a Den of Thieves. : 


& OUBTLESS, Chriſtians, You 
59 have moſt of you have ſeen at 
one time or other in Life the 
Indignation of a mo Man 
wrought up to ſuch a Pitch as 
almoſt ſeems to border on Frenzy. Imagin 
then you ſee ſuch a one exaſperated beyond 
Meaſure, his Cheeks glowing red, his Eyes 
flaſhing Fi ire, every Vein boiling over with 
Reſentment, and every Artery exerting 
itſelf in the Cauſe of Vengeance: One 


Hand 
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Hand topſy-turvying all which comes in 
it's Way, the other arm'd with a Weapon 
to laſh out of his Doors the Aggreſſors of 


his Peace and the Inſultors of his Patience.. 


Such to a tittle is the Idea which St. Mat- 
them and St. Mark bring to my Mind, of 
lovely Jesus, when deſcribing his Indig- 
nation againſt the Prophaners of Gop's 
Temple, they tell me that the Tables of the 
Bankers, and the Chairs of them who ſold 
Pidgeons he overthrew, But what can all 
this mean? JEsus in Anger! The Lord of 
Meekneſs in Wrath! Alas I ever thought 
it till now my Duty as a Chriſtian, never to 
part with that inward Peace which is ſo 
neceſſary to keep up a ſtrict Union with 


Gop. I ever deem'd it an Obligation in- 


cumbent upon me as a Prieſt and, a Paſtor 
to preach the ſame to others. And muſt I 
now, my Saviour, after ſo often exhortin 

theſe Chriſtians of thine to learn of thee 
| becauſe thou ar't meek and humble of Heart, 
muſt I ſhew thee to them in an act of In- 
dignation, ſhew thee to them for a Pattern 
of Reſentment? Haſt thou not told us 
Bleſſed are the Meek? How then ſhall Meek- 
neſs be reconciled with Indignation ? How ? 
Chriſt has plainly taught you by the Mouth 


of his Prophet: Be angry and Sin not. To 


the Frailties of a private Sinner who is not 
incorrigible the beſt Reſentment which can 
be ſhew is the Tenderneſs of compaſſionate 


Treatment. 
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Treatment. Nay every Sinner whether 
public or private, who is not inflexibly ſuch 
is an Object of our Meekneſs; and however 
juſt our Indignation againſt his - Offences 
may be, nothing can juſtify our parting 
with Charity for the Offender, while his 
Vices are only the Breakings-out of that 


Frailty which we ſhare. more or leſs in 


common with him. But where God; and 
his Honour are openly and daringly inſulted, 


Com paſſion for the Inſultor 1s Connivance, 


Meekneſs in ſight of the Inſult is Impiety, 
and the Heart which can bear the Author 
of all Glory to be ingloriouſly treated with- 
out boiling over with Indignatibn is inca- 
pable of that divine Love which the latent 
Ardour of a truly Chriſtian Meekneſs 
begets. - 
Patience, tho it be ahi, muſt 

with Indignation, when the Perverſity of 
the Offenders knows no End of abuſing it 
Our Gop and Saviour, Beloved, is none of 
thoſe turbulent Spirits, who take delight in 
Wrath, run in ſearch of Matter of Offence, 


and are pleaſed with Opportunities of Re- 


ſentment. No: As his Prophet 'J/aiab 
foretold of him, he is all Meekneſs Cle- 
mency, and Goodneſs, Nay Mercy is his 


darling Attribute, the moſt natural Opera- 


tion of bis Soul. His Mercies, ſays the Pro- 
phet, are above all his W. oe In fact, we 


{ee how ready he is, not only to forgive 
ut 


; 
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but excuſe the groſſeſt of Crimes committed 
againſt his Laws, when not done in open 
Defiance of the Deity. Thus when the 
Woman was brought to him to pronounce . 
Sentence againſt her for Adultery, he not 
only forgives her upon Condition of future 
Amendment, but even excuſes her by 
alledging the human Frailty common to 
her and her Accuſers. And thus he not 
only pardons the Magdalen her many Sins, 
but even alledges the greatneſs of her pre- 
ſent Love as a ſufficient Attonement for 
her former Frailty. But when his Majeſty 
is inſolently ſtared in the Face by Impiety, 
and glaring Sacriledge preſumes to level at 
the Glory of his Throne; it becomes his 
merciful Meekneſs to give up the Profaners 
of his Dignity to the utmoſt Rigour of his 
avenging Equity. When Gop who is 
Lord and Proprietor of the whole Earth, 
has reſerved to himſelf but a few little 
Manſions in it for his ſpecial Habitation, 
and given the reſt up to his Creatures to 
poſſeſs, the Honour of his God-head is con- 
cern'd to maintain himſelf in them un- 
diſturb'd uninſulted, to ſee that his Homage 
be there perform'd with all due Splendour 
and Decorum, and not to ſuffer any In- 
dignities to be offer'd him there with Im- 
punity. Seize then, my Gon, ſeize the 
Rod of thy Wrath. Does Mankind treat 
thee every where elſe with Neglect: Tn 
1 | them 
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them at leaſt to reverence thee in thy 
Temples, in the Manſions of thy chuſing, 
Permit them not audaciouſly to turn thy 
ſacred Houſes' of Prayer into Stews, Dens 
of Thieves and Rendez-vous of Riot, If 
ſo many Benefits received will not win 
them to love thee, learn them at leaſt by 
Stripes to ſhew thee Reſpect. O Beloved 
Chriſtians, you as well as I muſt be ſenſible 
that it has ever been cuſtomary with the 
Almighty Goodneſs, not to reek Vengeance 
on his People without firſt ſounding from 
a Diſtance the March of his coming Wrath 
to give them the timely Warning to flee 


it. Behold then at preſent, I his Miniſter, 


miſerable as I am, ſtand here this Day to 
ſound the Alarum of Gop's approaching 
Fury, by ſhewing you in his Name the 
Outrages he ſuffers in the Prophanation of 
his Churches; that You on your ſide, uſing 


for the future ſo much the more Reverence 


in proportion to the Indecencies you have 
heretofore been guilty of in them, may 
prevail upon him 'by your Amendment to 
turn aſide thoſe Thunderbolts of Deſtruction 


with which his Anger is already perhaps 


arm'd againſt this Nation this City, and, 
may be, this very Congregation, And this 
I dare hope you will readily come into, 
when once I have convinced you, as F 
now propoſe. to do, of theſe three familiar 


Truths, IT 231% 
I. That 
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I, That every Irreverence ſhewn to the 
Places of Divine Worſhip is an exceſſive 

breach of Good-Manners, 

II. It is an enormous Ingratitude : And 

III. It is a manifeſt Proof of groſs Infi- 
delity, 


« Ah! It is even fo, truly my Gop this 
te Place is holy, and we know it not. Ho- 
te lineſs then becomes thy Houſe to the 
«length of Days. Pardon us then the paſt 
* Irreverences our Ignorance has cauſed, 
* and give us ſo holily to demean ourſelves 
* henceforth in it that we may there re- 
% ceive all the ineffable Effects of thy 
* communicative Goodneſs. 


I. One would almoſt think it impoſlible, 
was it not an undeniable Fact, that Irre- 
verence ſhould creep into the Places of 
Divine Worſhip in a Nation, a Town and 
an Age ſo poliſh'd, ſo refined as what we 
live in. Is not this the Age in which Good- 
breeding is ſo nicely, inſiſted on, that every 
the leaſt Indecorum is. eyed with Indig- 
nation? Is not England now become the 
Acadamy of Politeneſs? And what Town is 
there now extant in which Manners are 
ſifted to a greater Refinement than in Lon- 
don? Let but the leaſt unſeemly Deport- 
ment eſcape from a young Gentleman or 
Lady at a viſit or Aſſembly what Confuſion 
Vox. III. 8 - ſhall 
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ſhall they not- be cover'd with ; how hard 
ſhall they find it to obtain Pardon from the 
Company or even to forgive themſelves; . 
and how expoſed are they to be ridiculed 
as Vulgar, as ſtupid, and ignorant of the 
World? How unaccountably ſurprifing then 
is it not that All Good-Manners ſhould be 
left at the Church Door? Ah Chriſtians ! 


For ſhame exhauſt not all your Breeding 


in a Ball or a Drawing Room : Confine not 


7 your whole Stock of Complaiſance to a viſit 
or a Compliment. Carry a little of it with 


you to Church: In a word, when you go 
to the Houſe of Gop, take yourſelves with 
you. You are moſt of You well- born, you 
are well educated, you can all of you be 
good-manner'd when you pleaſe ; be ſo then 
in the Reſpect you ſhew to Gop. For if 
your Maker deſerves not your Complai- 
ſances, who can be worthy of them? 
When Abraham was about to make his 
Son Jſaac bleed, in a generous Sacrifice to 
Gop, the Scripture takes Notice that before 


he made him bend his Knee to wait the 


Stroke which was to part his Body from 
his Soul, he tied him faſt, But why? The 
obedient Son was as ready to give-up his 
Life to the Pleaſure of Heaven, as the 
complying Father was to yield the only Joy 
of his Life at the Beckon of the Almighty 
Donor? What need then was there of 
Cords, of Ropes, of Ligatures ? Why, the 
E Reaſon 
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| Reaſon was, ſay the ſacred Expoſitors, that 


the ſacred Victim falling might not fall in 
a Poſture diſcompoſed or unfitting a Sacrifice 
made to the Gop of all Order and Decency. 
& The Patriarch, ſays à reverend Inter- 
eter, was fearful leaſt ſome involun- 

60 — Motion of the Victim ſhould diſturb 
© the Reverence proper to ſo great a Sacri- 
5 fice.” O Chriſtians, was 1 to beſeech 
you to try in Church to-check thoſe Irre- 
verences which eſcape you without deli- 
berate Conſent, and often againſt your Will, 
ſuch as loud Coughing, Sneezing, Hawking 
and I know not what befides, what more 
ſhould II do than intreat you to uſe at leaſt 
the fame Reſpect while the Son of Gop 


is offer'd up in Sacrifice to him, which | 


Abraham made uſe of in : ſacrificing his 
| Beloved ? What ſhould I ask more of you 
than to treat thoſe ſacred Houſes of Prayer, 
where the great King of Kings dwells as in 
his Palace, juſt with as wont Decency and 
Reverence as the very Turks make uſe of in 
their Moſque at Lamecca, where the Corſe 
or rather ſhould I ſay the infamous Skeleton, 
of Mabomet lies rotting in State. 


However, Beloved Chriſtians, what 1 


ask is far more practicable: It is what re- 
quires little Pains, no great Conqueſt, nay 


ſcarce any struggle; unleſs you think, and 


that I dare ſay you will bluſh to own, that 


it is a hard matter to be commonly civil. 


Mm 2 For 
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For in ſhort I mean to exhort you not ta 
leave behind you at the Church-door that 
decent Good-Breeding which you have been 
taught to practice towards One- another by 
your Parents, your Tutors, and Maſters, 
Stand at leaſt in the Preſence of JIESsus 
CHRIST, at the foot of the Throne of Gop, 
in the face of his Altars with ſuch a modeſt 
Reſerve, as you would think but proper to 
make uſe of in the Preſence-Chamber of a 
Prince or other great Perſonage, 'Now I 
very much doubt, nay rather I very 
much believe you would hardly take the 
liberty in the Preſence of ſuch a- one to 
giggle, to tattle to other Perſons, or turn 
your reſtleſs Eyes. this way and that; to 
take and give Snuff, to loll, lean, ſtretch 
yourſelves or indulge any of thoſe unbe- 
coming Motions which the Walls of every 
Church if animated would bluſh at. How 
then can you reconcile them with Good- 
breeding in the Houſe of Gop, if they 
cannot be deem'd ſuch in the Preſence of a 
Mortal ? Surely the Almighty is nat ſunk 
fo low in your Eſteem as to deſerve leſs 
from you than your Sovereign, nay a com- 
mon Gentleman of your own Equals, 


IT. But leſt I ſhould offend your Delicacy 
by being too ſevere on this Point let us 
roceed. Was it not true that the ſacred 
laces of Divine Worſhip are reſpectable 


from 


* 
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from the Principle of Good-Manners, Gra- 
titude obliges you to honour them. Why 

is it you all fo partially reſpe& your own 
Nation, Town, or the Houſe where you 
were born but becauſe there you firſt drew 
your Breath at freedom. It is the Benefit 
you received there biaſes you with ſo much 
fooliſh and unjuſt Prejudice in favour of 
your own Native Country or Town to de- 
ſpiſe if not to hate every other, ſet in com- 
petition with That. O Chriſtians! How 
can you then without ſhuddering with 
Horror refle& that there is no Place on 


Earth you have received ſo many and 


great Benefits in as the Houſe of Gop, 
and yet that there is' no Place treated with 


greater Indignity than the Houſe of Goo? 


You were born, you are very ſenſible of it, 
odious to Heaven, Enemies to the Almighty 
and Exiles from Paradiſe. How, how were 
you reinſtated in your Birth-right? Where 
were you reſtored to your Freedom? In 
what Place were you given back to Gop 


and Gop ta You? Twas at the ſacred Font 


of Baptiſm. You were all baptiſed in the 
Church or baptiſed with the ſacred Waters 
brought from thence? Hurl'd by the Im- 
petuoſity of your Paſſions into actual Sin, 
you have fallen ſince your Baptiſm from 
the Grace you firſt received. Ah could 


you but have ſeen! Could you but have 


heard | Then every Part of Nature incenſed 
| 7 008 at 
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at your Baſeneſs glowing with Eagerneſs to 
revenge the Cauſe of Gop upon your Head, 
was loudly calling on Heaven for Vengeance 
on your Sins. The Glory of the Angels 
mourn for you, while Hell was fill'd with 
grim Rejoicings at your Ruin. To ſuch a 
miſerable Plight did Sin reduce you. Whence 
then, O whence did the firſt Sunſhine break- 
forth to diſperſe the thick Array of Miſchiefs 
threatening you ? Go Chriſtians, go but into 
Church and caſt an Eye on the ſacred Tri- 
bunals of Penance there and they will re- 
mind you, it was in the Houſe of Goo) 
that, caſting of your Uncleanneſs by a peni- 
tential Confeſſion you were admitted to 
Pardon, re- admitted to Grace. Look on 
the ſacred Crucifix, the Pictures of the 
Bleſſed Virgin and other Enſigns of Grace; 
they will remind you of the Inſpirations, 
the good Thoughts and many other Bleſſings 
you have received in Church. View the 
ſacred Altar: It is that which has diſpenſed 
to you ſo many Divine Bleſſings to conſole 
you ; It is in that holy Tabernacle that your 
Saviour. JEsUs vouchſafes to be lodged, to 
feed and cheriſh you with his precious Body 
and Blood. And it is within the Walls. of 
that Temple that one Day the ſolemn Dirge 
will be ſaid for the. repoſe of your Soul. 
In a word, there is no ſpot, no bit of Tim- 
ber, or ſingle Stone or Brick in that Edifice 
that will not witneſs againſt you the Benefits 


you 
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you have received and may receive from 
thence, and the. Irreverences or Reſpect 


you there teſtify, Can you then in a Place 
ſo rich in Favours and Courteſies for you, 
have the Heart to inſult the Gop it is con- 
ſecrated to, the Gop who there preſides for 
your Benefit and Comfort? O ungrateful 
Mortals, do you never imagin you ſee and 
hear your Jesus with pallid Lips hanging 
from the Croſs to which your Iniquities 
nail'd him, the Croſs on which he would 
be exalted to exalt your Hearts to him in 
reverential Prayer: Do you never I ſay 


amidſt your Irreverences think you hear 


him reproaching you, as once he did the 
Fews, If I have done you Good, [f 
*© T have ſpoken well, for what one of my 
** good Offices do you ſtone me with your 
** Irreverences, why do you ſirike me not 
* on the Cheek, but to the Heart with 
e your Indignities? If it be written as you 
* know it is, that my Houſe is a Houſe of 
e Prayer, why and for what Offence of 


mine do you inſult me to my Face by 


* making it a Den of Thieves? If I injure, . 


* dear-loved Souls of my own Purchale, 


“if I injure you by dwelling on the Altar 


© for your Food and Support, expell me 
“ from your Churches, expell me from 
% your Hearts: But if I do you nothing 


« but Good, if I fay to you nothing but 


Good, 
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*© Good, if Ioffer and mean to you nothing 
* but Good; why, why do you firike me? 
When Alaric the Barbarian had taken 
Rome by Storm, before he ſuffer'd himſelf 
to be carried in triumph to the Capitol to 
be crown'd as a Conqueror, whether could 
you think he went? It was to the Baſilican 
Church of St. Peter. And at the Door of 
this, he who before at the head of his 
Troops conquer'd all Rome, now againſt all 
his Army with Sword in Hand ſtood the 
great Protector of this holy tho' little Part 
of Rome. In it was all the Treaſure and 
People of Rome who could take Refuge 
there; and thither the Avarice of the Con- 
querors led them in multitudes to maſacre 
and plunder. But Alaric placing himſelf 
before the principle Gate, brandiſhing his 
Sword and exalting his Voice: © Avant 
© he, cries, Avant preſumptive Bravery * 
* He who means not to feel the Edge of 
& Alaric's Sword let him draw back. 
* Rome is conquer'd; but this Part of Rome 
<« is ſuperior to Conqueſt,” Thus ſtood 
this brave Barbarian a Bulwark againſt his 
own Army, himſelf the Ahhlum of the 
Church as the Church was the Ahlum of 
Rome, too generous to bear that the Lord 
of Hoſts ſhould remain in the Capitol of 
the World without a Palace. Ah! Too true 
is it, dear flighted Redeemer, that ſome- 
times 
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times thou ar't treated with more Reverence 


by Barbarians than by Catholics! An Alaric 
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amidſt the Pride and hurry of Victory could 


have the Thought and the Heart not only 
to leave thy Sanctuary unpolluted but even 


to defend it: And yet thy Chriſtians want 
the Heart to reverence it and can only re- 


member to bring thither Indignities, Inde- 
votion, nay, O horrible Exceſs to bring 


thither Sins. Ves, Chriſtians in thy very 


Temples, are not afraid of ſinning. 
But what do I ſay: To ſuch a paſs are 


we come that the Miniſters of Gop, in. 


horror of theſe Abuſes are reduced to change 
their invectives into Whiſpers, Gop him- 
ſelf might be in ſome Senſe content if Chri- 
ſtians would ſtop at ſinning in his Temple 
themſelves; but the worſt is they ſtudy to 
make others Sin, and to whiſper one 'Truth 
with St. John Chryſoſtom in a Language leſs 
known, / quis Matronam vitiare intendit 
hunc locum maxime idoneum exiſtimat. O 
Female Innocence and Modeſty ! Who ſhall 
be able to guard you from Aſſaults, where 
your Devotion is made your Snare? Alas! 
In what Words ſhall I hint Safety to you 
where the Subject is ſo delicate ? But out 
Truth: For out you muſt. It is too bare- 
faced to be conceal'd. If St. Ferom could 
ſpeak it why ſhall I be afraid to repeat it? 
Such is the Impiety of our Age that ** it 
* is almoſt ſafer for beautiful Women to 
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te go to an Aſſembly than to Church,” Ves 
O devout Sex. The Church is become dan- 
gerous too. There enter too many Beſiegers 
of Virtue to afford you much Safety there, 
Witneſs at the faſhionable Hours of Prayer, 
the Oglings, the Winks, the Smiles, the 
Nods and other Impertinent Grimaces. 
your Piety is diſturb'd with by conceited 
Wretches, Inſtruments of Satan, who come 
more to pervert your Hearts than to convert 
their own. You go to nouriſh your Souls with 
the Body of your Lord: You go with the 
facred thirſt of Embalming your Innocence 
with his precious Blood, But ah believe me 
the leaſt of Encreaſe of that Iniquity which 
now introduces to the very Foot of the 
Altar Objects to awake and inflame the 
Paſſions, will make it Neceflary for us 
Prieſts'to diſſuade you as much from going 
to Churches as to Theatres: Nay more. 
For on the Stage we ſee diſcountenanced . 
and ridiculed the very Vices which are 
practiced in Church, to ſtare your Virtue 
out of Countenance. ho : 
And yet on the other hand let me tell 
ou, O Females, a little leſs Ornament: 
A little leſs Gaiety of Dreſs would ſuit 
ſome of you much better? I do not mean 
to accuſe your purity of Intention of any 
Defect. I dare Believe your View is only 
to adapt your Dreſs to your Condition. But 
{till pardon me that I ask you: If the pers 
. | Misbehaviour 
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Misbehaviour *of Others betrays to you 


the Miſchief occaſion'd to their Souls by 


your gaudy Appearances; is it not quite 
cruel in you not to remove the Ruin with 
the help of a Veil over your Graces? Hear 


and tremble, St. Paul that great Maſter of 


the Faithful tells you that Every Woman 


praying with her Head uncover'd © defiles 


ber Head. Now what ſort of Churches 
were they in St. Paul's time? Why, poor, 


narrow, low, miſerable, Hovels, like this 


you are in or dark, diſmal, damp and 
homely Caves, But worſe in this that the 
holy Perſons who frequented them, ſeldom 
enter'd them- without being beſet by 


Butchers ; they prayed with the Knife at 
their Throat: And were always in proſpect 


of never going ont but to be hall'd to the 
boiling Cauldron, the flaming Pile or the 


Gibbet, there to be worried out of Life b 


force of the ſevereſt Torments. Still wit 
all this the Apoſtle would have the Women 


not appear there uncover'd: Shall it then 
be lawful in our Churches where if there 


is equal Poverty there is not equal Danger, 
ſhall it 1 ſay be decent for Women to 
appear with Neck and Breaſts little better 


than uncover'd? If they muſt be veil'd in 


the very preſence of Tortures ſhall they be 
uncover'd where Impudicity lurks in am- 
buſh? But dreſs as gaily as you pleaſe 
Women of the World, and learn this for 
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your Comfort, that going in Pomp to Church 
to ask Pardon for your Sins you only com- 
mit freſh ones, that going in a gaudy trim 
to pray Souls out of Purgatory you are 
more likely to drag Souls into Hell; and 
to gain in a word a great Name in thoſe 
Regions of Darkneſs. For if as St. Cypriar 
ſays, he is worſe than a Devil who ſuffers 
'**© himſelf to be ſmitten by the Looks of 
« a Woman in Church;” what Title ſhall 
we give to You, who are the vain-glorious 
Smitors ? 
St. Fohn Chryſoſtom, meeting a Lady of 
Antioch dreſs'd in a ſplendid Manner and 
ſurveying her attentively: Whither O Lady, 
ſays the Prelate, are you going ſo finely 
dreſs d. To Church, anſwer'd ſhe. - To. 
Church, replies the Saint! Is there a Ball 
then at Church? Tell- me in favour what 
Buſineſs have you at Church? Buſineſs! 
To offer Vows to Gop to be ſure, and 
to pay him 'my Adorations. Ah rather 
vain thing own that you are going to intro- 
duce a ſtrange Idol to rival the Deity, 
Come ſpeak plainly for once, what do you 
propoſe to do in Church? Is it to ask 
Pardon for your Sins? Ah where then are 
the penitential Cloaths, the Enſigns of Sor- 
i row, the pale Cheeks, the weeping Eyes, the 
— 14 | Diſmay and the Confuſion which are want 
[if to accompany a conſcious Criminal to the 
Bar of his Judge? When was it ever known 
. for 
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for an Offender to humble himſelf to ask 


Pardon with an air of Triumph? © Can 


* it become you, ſays Tertullian to ask 
4 Forgiveneſs for your Crimes in Silks and 
“ Velvets?” To what purpoſe then do 
you go? Pardon my Inquiſitiveneſs, and 
impute to my Surpriſe this new and perhaps 
troubleſome Queſtion, if I too often repeat 

it to pleaſe you; why do you go to Church. 
I go to hear Maſs, That is you would fay 
you go. to aſſiſt at the Sacrifice of the Son 
of Gop offer'd to his eternal Father on the 
Altar, Is it not ſo? But can you ſeriouſly 


think a gaudineſs of Dreſs ſuitable to one 


who aſſiſts at ſuch a Sacrifice, A pretty 
Figure truly the Magdalen would have 
made on Mount Calvary, had ſhe ſtood at the 
Foot of the Croſs, all Gaiety, all Gaudineſs, 
and all Dreſs as too many of your Sex often 

ate at the ſame unbloody Sacrifice in the 
Maſs. O pious Sex ! O Flower of Chriſtia- 


nity! O deareſt hopes of Paradiſe! Say,. 


for you may ſpeak it without a Self-con- 
- demning Bluſh ; If theſe Indignities are 
daily practiſed in almoſt every Place of 
Worſhip you can go to in this Land; can 
there be a greater Exceſs of Ill-manners : 
Can there be 4 more barefaced Ingrati- 
tude. | | 


III. But hitherto, and I bluſh for it, I 
have treated theſe Indignities with too much 
| Formality. 


2 
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Formality. Away then with Complaiſance, 


- where ſuch Exceſſes are the Subject: Ex- 
ceſſes not to be wiped off but with Tears of 


Blood, not to be treated with Deteſtation 
enough. Let the Vulgar be ſhockt at Adul- 


taries, Thefts, and other Crimes which 


human Frailty too often hurries human 
Nature into in other Places. I tod can 
pity, and be ſorry for them: But I know 
not how : Not the worſt of Crimes which 


human Weakneſs can fall into in a pro- 


phane Place ſhocks me ſo inuch as an Irre- 
verence committed in the Sanctuary of Gop. 


For thoſe I conſider as the bleeding Effects 


of a natural Proneneſs to Sin which Heaven 


itſelf often wiſely permits the very Elect to 


fall under, that they may riſe by Humility 
to a higher Degree of ſpiritual Perfection. 
But a careleſs diſreſpectful Behaviour in the 
"Temples of Gop is a much ſhrewder Mark 
of a corrupt Heart, There is ſomething in 
it beyond Frailty ; there is Perverſity, nay 
Infidelity, groſs Infidelity. It is an Oracle 
of the Holy-Ghoſt that Faith and Reſpect 


to Places of Divine Worſhip are inſeparable. 


Thy Teſtimonies, ſays the Pialmiſt, are made 
exceedingly credible : Holineſs . becometh thy 
Houſe, O Lord, for length of Days. | You 


cannot imagin that the bare entering now 


and then into a Church is ſufficient to make 


5 Chriſtians and Catholics of you. The very 


Heathens went into thoſe ſubterraneous 
| Vaults. 
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Vaults which ſerved for Churches to the 


infant Church: But going there only to 


diſturb the Devotion of the Faithful, what 


did they ſhew themſelves* but outrageous 
Infidels. The Heretics ſome Ages ago 
enter'd into the Churches of Grece, of Italy, 


of France and Germany: And but a few 


Ages ago broke into your own ſacred 


Temples in this Kingdom. And went in 
forſooth to reform them, that is to pull 
down Crucifixes, to pollute the ſacred 


Veſſels, to overthrow God's Altars, to de- 
ſtroy every Enſign of Piety, to enrich them- 


ſelves with the Plunder of the Poor's Trea- 
ſure, and turn the Houſes of Prayer into 
Dens of- Thieves : But did this ipeak them 


Catholics or not rather perverſe and rebellious 


Miſcreants? Who then will henceforth be 


ſenſeleſs enough to flatter himſelf with be- 
ing a Chatholie, becauſe carried once in his 


_ Infancy to Church to receive the holy Cha- 


rafter of a Chriſtian in Baptiſm, he has 


never gone thither fince perhaps but to 
defile it's Walls with the Sins he has com- 


mitted within them, to diſhonour it's Cere- 


monies with his Irreverences, to abuſe it's 


Sacrifices with his Indevotion and to diſturb 


God's People and flight Gop's Miniſter's 


by his Levity and licentious Behaviour? 
Tertullian makes this Apology for the 


Chriſtians refuſing to adore the Idols of. the 


Heathens 
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Heathens. © You, O Gentils, ſays he, 
<« puniſh the Conſtancy of Chriſtians who 

e deſpiſe your falſe Gop's ; while you your- 
*“ ſelves deſpiſe thoſe falſe Gop's by making 
* their Temples the Rendez-vous of your 
s libidinans Intrigues. O Prophaners of 
Catholic Churches, what then do you do 
by your Irreverences but arm the Tongues 
of Heretics with the like Invectives againſt 

| the holy Kaith you profeſs ? What if they 

- ſhould fay: The Papiſts pretend to ac- 
| = knowledge Chriſt for their Maſter, © yet 

3 treat him with Indignity in the places 

| © of his Worſhip: Yet brand us with the 

| 


* Name of Heretics for only diſhonouring 
| * his Doctrins. If We are Heretics for 
| << not believing him to be bodily preſent 
| «© on the Altar; what Title ſhall they de- 
| s ſerve who believe him there and yet treat 
| e him with Irreverence? ”. What what O 
| irreverent Catholics would you be able to 
| anſwer? 3 + 
O Lutherans, Calviniſis, Heretics of all 
| Sorts who glory in the deſolation of Churches, 
| | if Catholics can be irreverent in the Tem- 

i 

: 


i | ples of Chriſt, the Sacrileges you commit 
| in plundering Gop's Sanctuaries, ſhall hence- 
forth be look'd upon as Homages. One 
Injury of yours done to Chriſt ſhall ex- 


| empt him from many Inſults he daily re- 
Wi. ; ceives from his Followers. And it will be 
ll „ the 
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the leſſer Evil of the two, to baniſh him 


at once from his own Houſe than to inſult 
him ſo frequently in it. O Prieſts O Mini- 
ſters of Gop, you-who have the Authority 
of opening or ſhutting, if Catholics will not 
t an end to their Irreverences in the Houſe 
of Gop, if they will perſiſt to convert the 
Houſe of Prayer to a Den of Thieves, ſhut 


| out the Prophaners, lock up the Church 


Doors, and let them go practice their Le- 
vities upon Change? O but they'll come no 
more to Church, No matter : Says a grave 
Author if they are guilty of Neglect, they 


will not be guilty of Sacrilege. Well but 


what will become of the Almighty's Court ? 
O the Almighty will readily ſpare ſuch 
Attendance, | Leſs indignity would it be 


for Gop to have no Court at all than to be 


inſulted by his Courtiers. But what will be- 
come of the poor Souls ? Poor Souls indeed ! 
Souls rather Devils ſay I, and elder Bro- 


thers of Lucifer who dare thus attack the 
Living Gop, in the only Places he has 


choſen upon Earth for an Azylum againſt 


human Impiety. But it is time to conclude © 
"leſt a hurry of Zeal ſhould force me to 


utter what Diſcretion forbids, - | 

** But why do you grow warm upon 
«© it? ” There is no occaſion. for warmth 
in this Congregation, where ſo much Mo- 


deſty Decency and Devotion prevails. True 
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Chriſtians, you ſay right: There is no need 
of Warmth here: The Remedies to theſs , 
Evils will be more uſeful. And Woe to Every- 
One of you who have Authority to apply 
them, if you neglect to do fo. If Parents 

watch not over their Children, Maſters 
over their Servants, and: Every-One of you 
over yourſelves, If 1 am warm on this 
Subject, what is it warms me but the Zeal 
for your eternal and temporal Welfare, to 
which nothing perhaps is more oppoſit than 
Irreverence in Church. If we ſpeak of the 
Eternal. Tjaiah has told you, He who acts 
evil in the Land of Holies fhall- not ſee the 
Glory of the Lord. And St. Paul after him, 
| If any One fhall profane the Temple of Gop, 
| be — wilt deſtroy him. And St. Cyprian after 
| 1 Deſperate is the Caſe of him who 
Fx « offends: his Sovereign to his Face: That 
= *' *'* Offender is without Excuſe who com- 
| 
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©, mits a Crime in the very Sight of his 

I udge. Now what can we infer from 

| all this. but that- there is ſcarce any hopes 

1 of Salvation for ſuch as diſteſpect the Sanc- 

Wi tuary of Gob, and that he ſtands little 

wh Chance of being, admitted into the heavenly 

—_ - Manſions, who miebehaves in the earthly 

0 amd er the Lord. 

| But alas the Threats of eternal Evil! are 
i wt to make but litle Impreſſion: Hear then 

Wl | 0 e the temporal Evils with which 
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the Wrath of Gop threatens. the Propha- 


ners of his Temples, Sharper, ſays he by the . 


Mouth of JeREMIAH, ſharpen the Arrotos, 


fill the Quivers againſt Babylon to deſtroy it: 
For the Revenge of our Lord is the Revenge 
of his Temple, When other Crimes are to 


be chaſtiſed the Almighty ſeems to content 
his Vengeance with one fingle Arrow, and 


that often a blunted one; but when Irre- 


verences to his Churches and Altars call for 
his avenging Juſtice, his Quivers are fill'd 


and every Arrow is pointed with Plagues 


and Famines, and Fires and Floods, and 
Wars and Earthquakes and eyery human 
Woe. Sharpen, Sharpen, he cries to his 


| Inſtruments Sharpen, the Arrows, fill the 
Qui vers: For the Revenge of the Lord is 


the Revenge of his Temple. To what, to' what 


elſe ſhall we aſcribe the Plagues, the frequent 


Epidemics, burnings of Towns, Famines, 


Wars and other Calamities which have in 


latter Ages laid deſolate this unhappy faith- 


leſs Land and City, to what elſe I ſay 
ſo much as to the Sacrileges committed in 
and againſt the Churches and Altars of Gon? 


O that this handful of Chriſtians and Catho- 


lics at leaſt would but learn from the fatal 
Effects of Impiety in their Anceſtors, to re- 
double their Reſpect to thy Sanctuaries 

Lord, that they might avert the impending 
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Ruin hanging over the Heads of them their 
Countrymen and Poſterity. 
Thus calls the Gop of Hoſts in his Trdig- 
nation, on his Servant Ez xHIEL. Ezechiel 
See /t thou the enormous Abominations which 
the Houſe of Iſrael has. done, to force me 
from my Sanctuary? Yes Lord, 1 ſee five and 
twenty young Men with their Backs to the 
Altar, their Faces to the Door, to view the 
Beauties of the rifing Sun in the Eaſt, to 
amuſe themſelves in a word, with every 
Object but thy Glory. That 8 not all, O 
Prophet look again, turn thy Eyes round 
and thou ſhalt fee greater Abominations than 
theſe. Yes yes, Lord, I ſee amorous Smiles, 
Ogles, Admirations; I ſee Idolatries : Every 
_ Object of Vanity, Sin and Impertinence is 
| adored, thou the only Object of Adoration. 
ar't left unadored, Well, thou has't ſeen, 
now therefore hear. I therefor will act in 
Wrath, Eye ſhall not ſpare, I will 
firw, uo Mercy meg when they — out aloud 
Ears 7 will not grve a favourable 
e er Shall I forever look on a tame 
Spectator of the Injuries offer d to me in 
Perſon? No no, let Juſtice ſucceed my 
long: abuſed Mercy. Now therefore I will 
add in my Wrath, What will not the Pro- 
phaners then try to do to appeaſe my Anger, 
they will mourn in Sackcloth and Aſhes. 
but i in vain, they will faſt but in vain, they 
will 
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will beſeech but all in vain, My Eye ſhall 
have no pity, I will ſhew no Mercy, They 
will ſend Sighs of Repentance tomy Throne, 
they will implore my Clemency, and make 
Vows to me for Pardon, But all to no 
purpoſe, for, when they cry aloud in my 


Ears I will not give a favourable Attention. 


They will ask of me Health, I will not 
Hear them. They will ask Children, I will 


not hear them. They will ask Peace, Plenty, 


Riches, Mercy, ſtill IJ will not hear them. 


What uncivil, ungrateful, faithleſs Wretches 


ſhall they prophane my Sanctuary, make 
my Houſe which is the Houſe of Prayer, a 
Den of Thieves, and after trampling on 
every Grace ſue for freſh ones, No Juſtice 
demands that they be condemn'd to feel 
the Effects of my Fury after ſo often ex- 
aſperating my Patience. I therefore” will 
act in my Wrath. „ 

O Beloved Chriſtians, to charge the 
Almighty with Severity for chaſtiſing us 
for ſuch groſs and repeated Irreverences 
would be an Exceſs of Impiety. But O 
how much greater an Exceſs of Inſenſibility 
would it not be, after being warn'd of his 
Chaſtiſements to repeat your Irreverences 


to him in his very Sanctuary. Take Warn- 


ing then in time, Remember who pre- 


ſides in the ſacred Churches you enter 


into; and behave yourſelves accordingly. 


And 
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And thou Gon of Goodneſs gracioufly 
liſten to us who are here praying to thee. | 
Forgive the Sins of thy People, ſhew them 
the good way in which they may walk 
and. give Glory to this Place, by transferring 
us through the Grace we here receive to 
the Glory thou has't reſerved for us in thy 
eternal Tabernacles. Which I beſeech, In 
the Name &c. ; | 


On the Tenth SunDay after - 
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Tws als went up into. the Temple fo pray: 
| the One 4 Phariſee, the Other, a Publican 
T ſay to you, this Man went down ta. bis 
87 e more than e Z cin 


255 HAT mall we ſay, Chriſtians, 
do the different Succels of theſe 
two Mens Prayer? Prayer we 
all know is excellent in itſelf; 

and yet you ſee, it does not 
| ahayrabobdd with the fame Fruits. Here 
are two Men of very oppoſit Characters at 
one and the ſame time offering up their 
Prayers to Gop: The One a Pbarzſce, 4 
ſrict obſerver of the Law; No Extortioner, 
no Cheat, no Adultcrer, but liberal to 
others and ſevere to himſelf; in ſhort what 
„ you 
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you would call a good ſort of a Man: The 
Other a Publican that is, a public Sinner, 
One who has made it his Profeſſion to live 
by Uſury, Oppreſſion of the Poor, and 
public Fraud, in a word, what you would 
call a common Cheat. Now if you were 
to be the Judges of theſe two Men ; would 
you not be much more favourably inclined 
to the Former than to- the Latter ? Not all 
the Repentance of the Publican would in- 
title him in your Eſteem to an equal Share 
of Grace with the Phariſee. No, You 
would cry, this Phariſee is an honourable 
Man, a rich Man, and a Man who knew - 
no other Uſe in Riches than that of doing 
Good. And then how very humble is he 
not, with all his Excellence, ſo far from 
aſſuming to himſelf any vain Glory from 
his good Life, he gives all the Praiſe of it 
to his Maker, to whom it is due: Gop! 
T give thee Thanks that I am not like the 
reſt of Men. Shall ſuch a Saint of a Man 
then be put upon a footing with a ſorry 
Creature, who by his own Confeſſion is a 
wicked Liver and who has nothing more to 
fay in his Juſtification than Gop! Be merciful 
to me a Sinner? No ſurely it cannot be 
done without Injuſtice. Such, Beloved, 
ſuch would be your Way of thinking. But 
ah my Gop! How different are thy Thoughts 
from our Thoughts. As the Heavens are 
higher than the Earth, ſo are thy Ways 
PEE; — Dig ber 
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bi er than our Ways and thy Thoughts than 
6ur Thoughts, Gop did not only conſider 
this poor f Publica in an equally advan- 
tageous Light with the ſelf-approving Pha- 
riſee but even gave him the preference, 
and ſent him home juſtify'd more than the 


Pbariſee. Ah Chriſtians! How ſhall. we 


unfold this Myſtery, this real Effect of Gop's 
Impartial Goodneſs wrapt in ſo much ſeem- 


ing Partiality? One Man to all Appearance 


extremely Religious, offers his Petition to 
Go, and that a long one too and ſeemingly 
ſolid, and 1s rejected: Another, a noted 
Sinner 8 his Prayer and chat a ſhort 


and en y empty one, and yet is heard, 


O impartial Bounty of Gop | Don't you ſee 
yet, Beloved, wes proceeds the different 
Succeſs which the Prayers of theſe two 
Men met with? Prayer in itſelf, as we have 
already obſerved, is excellent. But alas 
what is Prayer or any ather Good-work, 
without an Upright Intention, which is the 

Sul of every Virtue, This it was which 
made the repenting Publican's Prayer ſo 
acceptable to Gop ; and the want of this 
which render'd that of the Phariſee ſo, 
fruitleſs. Habe a care then, Chriſtians, of 
what you do. How. many good Actions 
do you loſe all the Merit of, for want of a 
perfect purity of Intention? And how many 


indifferent Actions in Life which a little 
purity of Intention might render truly 
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Chriſtian, do you render finful by the 
corrupt Motives you do them with | In 
ſhort, the very Reaſon why you are all 
ſuch very imperfect Chriſtians is not per- 
haps ſo much for want of taking pains to 
be good Ones as for want of ſancti 
your Pains by a Purity of Intention, free 
from all ſiniſter or mean Motives. You will 
probably be fully convinced of this at the 
Concluſion of - this Diſcourſe in wheel. I 
purpoſe to ſhew you. 


I. In what this perfect Purity of Intens 
tion conſiſts: And 

II. How neceſlary it is to render will 
Actions i ao in the Sight of i 
GoD. 


* O Fountain of all 0 our Saviour 
* Chriſt accept this Act of ours in which 
„ we All too unite to ſeek and follow 
te thee: O grant in this and every future 
« Action of our- Lives, our Hearts may 
be quite clean, and all our Wen be 
« pleaſing in thy Sight, 5 


I. It is to very little PAT 1 us 
acknowledge the Being of Gop and 8 
Power of his Chriſt, unleſs we act with 
a religious intire Dependence upon them. 
To belieye 1 in Chriſt will avail us but little 
and in vain are we Chriſtians, unleſs, in 
conſequence of what we believe, we prac- 


tice 


* 


after PENTECOST. | 
tide all thoſe Virtues which Chriſt taught 
us. Now the bare external practice of 


enjoin'd us by Word and Example, is not 


and therefore tho' we ſhould do all he did 
and all he bid us do, if we ao not do it with 
a true Spirit we may, not only be void of 


a 3 bu 919 WW 3 b- od OO 


full of Imperfection and Vice. Who could 
be a more ſtrict Obſerver of the Law than 
our Pbariſee? And yet all his religious Ob- 


religious Man in the Sight of Gop; nor 
to make his Prayer, de a Good Action in 


- pray'd from a principle of Vain-glory : His 
Prayer was long, but his Intention was not 
and therefore was he diſmiſs'd by the 
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was ſhort but — Intention was pure and 
flowing from a Heart bent upon Gov. Nur 
all who cry to me Lord, Lord, ſays our bleſſed 


Father who is in Heaven. 

Hence Beloved, you ſee that even Prayer 
tho one of the firſt and great Duties of a 
Chriſtian, and in itſelf extremely grateful 
to meg loſes all it's Efficacy without it be 
Jams P p 2 purified 
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thoſe Works which our Divine Maſter has 
ſufficient to make them Chriſtian Virtues, - 


all Virtue Grace and Merit, but even be 
ſervance was not ſufficient to render him a 
itſelf, acceptable to Gop, who regards not 


the Actions we do, ſo much as the Motive 
with which we do them. He pray d, but 


5 Almighty leſs juſtified than he whoſe Prayer 


Redeemer, ſball enter into the Kingdom o 
Heaven, but Such only as do the Wil of my 
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| purified with a perfect Compliance with 


Gop's Will. And how can you be ſaid to 
do the Will of Gop in any thing you do, 


if the principal ingtedient of your Actions 


be wanting, which is a Pure and Upright 
Intention? 
Now this Purity of Intention conſiſts in 


nothing other than an ardent Deſire of ful- 


filling the Will of Go in all we do, with- 
out the leaſt. Diſpoſition towards gratifying 


our own Paſſions or Appetites at the risk 


of diſhonouring or diſpleaſing him. In ſhort 
it is the Emotion of a Heart which ſeeks 
Gov in all things, is directed by his Will, 


and wiſhes nothing but with reference to 


his bleſſed Pleaſure. But O my Saviour! 
How often does this perverſe, deluſive and 


ſinful Imagination of ours lead us into Ac- 


tions quite oppoſit to thy Glory under a 
vain pretext of ſeeking it! How often do 
we pretend to follow thee at the very time 
we are running the wideſt from thee ! And 
how often do we falſly flatter ourſelves that 
thou art our Guide while we are actually i in 


Rebellion againſt thee |! 


Go but to Chapel a few Weeks ſucceſ- 


. ſively and how many Perſons ſhall you not 


find whoſe Faces with often ſeeing them 


grow familiar to you: You are as ſure to 


znd them at their Hour and place as the 
Prieſt at the Altar; and Many of them in 


full as Cs a Ls What a glorious 


Example. 


after PENTECOST. 
Example of Piety would not Theſe be to 
Others and what Treaſures of Grace might 
they not heap to themſelves from ſuch a 
religious Aſſiduity if their Intention was 
the pure Love of God's Worſhip? But ah 
how many of them are led to public Prayers 
by Cuſtom Caprice or Indolence, without 
any religious Motive at all, if. not with a 


very mo one! Some go for Amuſement 


and to paſs away an Hour, Some to ſhew 
their Perſon and Dreſs ; Others to make 
Obſervations on thoſe of their Acquaintance, 
In ſhort Many go to ſee and cenſure All 
who come there, and Many to be ſeen and 
to gain- Applauſe, Is it Chriſt then who 
draws. ſuch Perſons to Church ? Ah rather 
is it greatly to be fear'd that Chriſt has the 
leaſt if any Share in their coming there, 
But beware yourſelf of judging raſhly, 
you'll cry perhaps, well, I will ſo. Let 


me then ask you, Chriſtians, You who go 


ſo often to public Prayers, how comes it 
that you are not better Chriſtians than 
many of thoſe who go leſs. If the Honour 


of Gop is your only Intention in going 


there; why ſhould one little punctilio of 
Dreſs ſuffice to keep you away ſometimes ? 
How dare you approach to the Altar in a 


pet againſt your Neighbour and return 


thence without the leaſt Diſpoſition towards 
a Reconciliation ? And how comes it while 
you are there you behave ſo indevoutly; 
| make 


293 


* 


29% 


On the TenthSunDaAY 
make ſo many uncharitable Remarks; arg 
ſo bigotted to the moſt confpicuous Places; 
ſo peeviſn to all about you, if you are 
crouded; and if you have room are fo 
taken up with Sal and returning Bows, 
and Curtſies. Are you never deſirous of 
drawing the Eyes of the Congregation from 

God $4 fix them on your Perſons, your 
Dreſſes, or your extraordinary Behaviour? 
Why chen — you take ſo much Pains to 


deck yourſelves ſo fprucely or to put on ſo 


many affected Airs and Graces. And O 
my Lord, how often does the leaſt Noiſe, 
the leaſt Stir draw the Ears the Eyes and 
the Hearts of All here from thy Majeſty 
in the Tabernacle to attend to the moſt 
impertinent Objects! And can the 
Beloved, 3 yourſelves from Auch Be: 
haviour at Church that you are ted thither 
by the pure Intention of honouring Gop ? 
No Gavel; your Intention muſt be to ſerve 
ſome meaner End. Or at leaſt your Motive 
of ſerving Gop mult be very ſtrongly allay'd 
with earthly Views. And yet if Gop be 
mot your ſole End in going there how much 
better would it not be for you to ſtay away, 
than to prophane Gon's Sanctuary by making 


it little better than a Den of Thieves. 


Hear what your angry Lord ſays to all ſuch 
as preſume to approach that holy Place 
vith an unclean Heart and ſiniſter Intention. 


Bring no more vain Oblations, Incenſe is 
| | an 
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un Abomination to me, the calling of your 
Aſſemblies I cannot away with, it is Ini- 
2 even in the. ſolemn Meeting. And there; 
ore, when you ſpread forth your Hands I 
will hide my Eyes from you : Nay when you 
make many Prayers I will not hear you. 
What then is it unlawful to go to Church 
often? Yes with a ſiniſter Intention it is 
a Crime to go at all. But to go with a 
re Intention, with an upright clean Heart 
intent only upon doing Honour to Gos, 
is a Duty an eſſential Duty; and you can- 
not go too often. The Almighty juſtly 
expects you ſhould join with the reſt of 
your Fellow-Creatures in returning him 
public Thanks for the infinit Favours you 
have received and daily do receive. from 
him. But then he expects that your Wor- 
ſhip ſhould be the Worſhip. of the Heart. 
My. Son, ſays he, give me your Heart. Let 
your Heart be wholly intent upon me; and 
when you ſerve me make not my Honour 
tze Cloke or the Tool of any earthly vicious 
\ Purpoſe, Ah Chriſtians! This is the chief 
Ingredient which can render your Actions 
truly acceptable in the Sight of Gop. Let 
no mean earthly Views then deſtroy the 
Merit of your religious Works, and render 
them abominable in the Eyes of him, and 8 
t who, as St. Auguſtin ſays, regards not what — 
„ you do but with what Intention you — 
do it.“ Faſt yourſelves to Skeletons, einn 
. 9 | a 
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all you have in Alms-deeds they will profit 
you nothing; they will only gain you Gop's 
eternal Diſpleaſure, if inſtead of doing them 
for his Honour and Glory, you baſely ſeek 
Glory or Intereſt or Applauſe to yourſelves, 
In a word Your beſt and moſt laudable Acz 
tions, thoſe very Actions, which, through 
the Merits of Chriſt, would be able to lift 
you to an eternal Crown of Glory, if you 
would but ſanctify them with a pure Inten- 
tion of ſerving Go, ſhall on the contrary 
be of no manner of Fruit to you if you 
neglect to make uſe of this Intention ; and . 
| ſhall be the means of Perdition to you, if 


your Motive be vicious. On the otherfide 


your, moſt indifferent Actions in Life ſuch 
as your eating, drinking, ſleeping moving 
and breathing, might all become fruitful 
means. of eternal Life if you would but 
ſtudy to make them ſuch by offering them 
up with a clean Heart, free from ſelfiſh 
earthly Motives, to the Honour of the Di- 
vine Majeſty. And what would it coſt 
you more to add this holy Intention to 
your Actions than to do them without 
it. Ah Deareſt Fellow-Chriſtians, be wiſe 
then, 'and loſe ' not the immenſe Treaſures 
of eternal Rewards which you might heap 
to yourſelves by offering up to Gop that 
Heart which you received from him, and 
doing all you do for his Sake who has done 
ſo much for yours, If thy Heart be 4iſe, 
= lays 
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ſays the Holy Ghoſt in the PRoveRBs, MW 
Heart ſhall. rejoice; even mine: If God — 
then whoſe Happineſs no ways depends 
upon yours, who from all Eternity is 1 i 5 
nitly unalterably bleſſed, whether you live 
or die, is ſtill ſo gracious to declare to you; 
chat a Heart wiſely directed to and guided 
by his Will ſhall make him rejoice, can 
you be ſo perverſe to your Divine Benefactor, 
Father and Friend, as to refuſe him that 
Heart. No, ſurely you cannot. Every 
Brute Beaſt would cry out ſhame on your 
Ingratitude: Nay the very Stones in the 
Streets ſhould reproach you of your Folly. 
Why were you created and why do you 
| + live but that by pleaſing Gop in this Lite 
\ | you may be raiſed to the Enjoyment of him 
forever in the Next? And how can you 
. expect that any of your Actions ſhould be 
pleaſing to him which are done out of an 
other Motive than that of pleaſing him? Do 
you not ſee then the abſolute Neceſſity of 
purifying your Actions, with a good Inten- 
tion, in order to make Chriſtian Virtues of 
them? Have Patience then a little longer 
150 I'll make it viſible to you. 


II. Its very juſtly that the F r of 
the Church compare a Good Inten tion to 
Gold, which gives a Luſtre to every thing 
it is applied to. Nay ſome of them have 
„% Vor, III. Q q | compared 
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compared it to the Rod of Midas, which 
accotding to the fabulous Avcounts of the 


Heathens, converted every Thing intoG o1/D 


-  whith it did but touch. Ah Chriſtians | 


Blood would not accept of the Work, and 


without any Fable or Fiction, ſuch is the 
Nature of a pious Intention, it renders every 
the - moſt inſignificant Action of wi” to 
which it is applied an Act of Piety. Nay 
the moſt unwarrantable cm” if t 

are done through invincible Ignorance the 
a good Intention, become equally merito- 


rious with a Good- werk. Whereas on the 


contrary the beft of our Deeds degenerate 


into downright Vices if our Intention be 
Evil. And why ſo but becauſe a bad Inten- 


tion like a Peſt or a Canker worm en 
and corrupts all before it. 

In fact, we ſee that God without re- 
gard to the Actions we do, Tonfiders: 


our Motive in acting, and even takes the 
Will for the very Action, David forgetting 
how much his Hands bad been dipt in 


Blood, was deſirous of building a Temple 
to Gop. But Got who delights not in 


yet in conſideration of the Piety of his 
Heart he vouchſafed to be pleaſed with the 
-Offer'd and commended his Deſign, as we 
read in the ſeventh Chapter of the ſecond 
Book of Kings. For Gop, as St. Gregory 
a obſerves, looks not to our Abilities, 01 
Mm | to 
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e to our Intention: He weighs the Deſign 
te and not the Action; and therefore, what- 
*f ever you deſign to do, that he imputes to 
“ you as if vou already had done it, b whe- 
** Good or Bad. Hence our Divine Saviour 
tells us that he de barely looks at a Woman 

fo luſt after her, has. already committed 
gar ee in luis Heart, And hence on the 
contrary does the ſame Divine Lord prefer 
the two Mites of the poor Widow, thrown 
into the Treaſury in the Temple, to all the 
large Sums which Others threw: in. Be- 
1 — ſays St. Ferom, the Lord regards not 
* the Things which are offer d, but the: Will 
of thoſe who offer them.” - 

It is for this very Reaſon that your - hee 
venly Maſter commands you in the fixth 
of St. Matthew to pray, to faſt, to give 
Alms, not with the empty vicious Motive 
of pleaſing Men, but with the pure the 
uptight Intention of ſerving G who ſee th 

in ſecret and tewards Every-One Is 
to the Motives they act upon. 

Three Sorts of People follow: 4 Chriſt = 
liſten 'd to his facred Diſcourſes.” AndAll with 
different Views. Some follow him to carp 
at his Words: And Theſe inſtead. of the 
Fruits of Grace reap'd Perdition from their 
Attention, tho Good i in itſelf, Some were 
led after him out of idle Curiaſity, or to be 
tec ns his Loaves and his F iſhes, and 
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and theſe if they did not render their Pur 
ſuit of him ſinful, which is very much 
to be queſtion'd, at leaſt they loſt all the 
ſpiritual Reward of following Chriſt for 
want of a pure and holy Motive in doing 
ſo. Others however had Senſe enough to 
follow him for the fake of his Divine Doc- 
trines, and They happily render'd merito- 
rious that very Action which was uſeleſs to 
Some and deſtructive to Others. 80 
true is it that the Motive is what gives Life 
or Death to All you do. And fo plainly 
does a good, bad or indifferent Intention in 
all you undertake render your Undertakings 
either virtuous, criminal or fruitleſs in tlie 
Sight of Gov. 

The King of the eus and the three 
= ern Monarchs were equally bent u 

ting Chriſt in Bethlebem? But were their 

es. 2 equally pure. No, ah no. Herod's 
Viſit breath d Murder and Deicide, while 
the Holy Kings of the Eaſt meditated 
Nothing bet Homage and Adoration. | No 
Wonder then that the Divine Babe who 
knew the Hearts of All ſhould wait the 
coming of theſe in a homely Stable to bleſs 
them with his heavenly Aſpect, and take a 
long laborious Journey to fly the treacherous 
Approaches of the Other. David, the un- 
happy David, miſerably enſlaved by the 
| enten of Bethſreba, ſent for Urias 


from 
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from the Camp that he might reſt himſelf 
awhile in his own Houſe. What a deal of 
ſeeming Charity was here! But ah Chri- 
ſtians! Was not this Charity like the treach- 
erous Kindneſs which you often practiſe 
to your Neighbours ? Yes the Event proved 
it ſo. Gop ſaw the vicious Purpoſe of the 


King's Heart, and therefore deſpiſing the 


external Benevolence of the Action, with- 
drew his Grace from him and ſuffer'd him 
to fall into Murder. Not all the Pains you 
take, O Women of the World, to ſet. your- 
ſelves off, could exceed the Induſtry; of 
Fudith to adorn herſelf, and to add all the 


Luſtre of Dreſs to the native Graces which 


_ . .Gop had given her; but was Pride, or 
MWantonneſs any part of her Motive: Had 
ſhe in doing thus any ſhare of that Vanity 
which makes you ſo ſtudious to trick your- 


ſelves out, ſo induſtrious! to inflame the 


Paſſions of Men, and ſo aſſidudus to ſteal 
from Gop the Hearts, Affections and Ado- 


rations which ought to be fix d wholly on 


him? No. Her View was only to ſave her 
Country, and give Glory toGop, And there- 
fore Gop who regards not Actions but the 


Intention they are done with, gave a Bleſſing 


to her Undertaking, added Charms to her 
Perſon, and made her the glorious Deliverer 
af her Count... GS, 


® 
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The Royal Prophet David whom I have 
ſo often mention d; repented of his Crimes, 
ask'd Pardon of Gop and with humble Con- 
trition cried out Peccavi Domino, I have Sinn'd 
againſt the Lord. And Gop who will not the 
Deathof aSinner but rather that he be converted 
and live, ſeeing the ſincerity of his Converſion, 
and knowing the upright Purity of his In- 
tention, forgave him and received him again 
into his Grace. Ah why then was not Ju- 
dat, miſerable Judas admitted to the fame 
Favour? Was it the heinoufnefs of his Of. 
fence which put him out of the reach of 
Gop's Mercy. No, No, Beloved there is 
 . no Crime ſo great which Man can commit 
. but Gop can and is ready to forgive, if it 
de but repented of with a pure and ſincere 

Heart. Put away the Evil e your doings 
1 from before my Eyes, ſays the Lord by the 
| Mouth of his Prophet Isaran, and tho 
| your Sins be as Scarlet, they ſhall be as white - 
W a2 Snow. Fudas repented it is true, nay he 
| made Reſtitution of the Money he had taken 
to betray his Lord. But that was not the 
chief Evil of his Doings; he made not Re- 
ſtitution of his Heart to Gop which had 
been baſely alienated from him for ſordid 
Lucre. He ſtill retain'd the corrupt Inten- 
tion of his Will. He repented not ſo much 
of having ſold Chriſt to his Enemies as of 
„ done it for fo trivial a Sum. Gon 
ſaw 
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| 1 ithe en of hls Blake and themed 
rejected his Repentance e and gave him Ae 


3 
ut O my Gov! wlan was che Crime 
of Judas in giving up thy heavenly. Son 
Jeſus to Death? Was he any more than 
an under Inſtrument of thy bleſſed eternal 
Purpoſe? Did'ft not thou from all Eternity 
decree he ſhould die for our Redemption ? 
What more then did Judas than fulfill thy 
heavenly Will? Was it a Crime then in 
him to be inſtrumental in compleating thy 
Divine Pleaſure? No Chriſtians No. The 
Sin of Judas lay not in his being acceſſory 
to the Death of Chriſt but in the Wicked 
Motive which made him ſo. We are not 
* to mind, ſays St. Auguſtin, what a Man 
te does, but what Intention and Will he 
VB does it with. In the fame Fact we find 
the Eternal Father concern'd in which 
* Judas was engaged. And yet while we 
© bleſs and Praiſe Gov the FATHER, we 
« deteſt Judas for it. Both had a hand in 
giving Chriſt up to Death, but from dif- 
GY — Principles. G0 the FATHER was 


“ moved to it by his infinit Charity, Tudas 


*© by infamous Treachery. Thus capable 
« is a diverſity.of Intention of diverſifying 
* the very ſame Actions. Thus ſays St. Au- 
guſtin. You'ſee then Beloved how great 
a Share in the Merit or Demerit of your 
| Actions, 
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Actions, your Intention will bare. That 


which in Gop was an ineffable Effect of 
Bounty, the corrupt Intention of Judas 
render d an execrable Effect of Baſeneſs. 

Ah Chriſtians Chriſtians, be watchful 


then over yourſelves. Suffer not any ſiniſter 


Intention to render your Actions. odious in 


the Sight of Gop, Loſe not the Bleſſings 


and Graces you may reap from every the 
moſt indifferent Act of your Lives for want 
of ſanctifying it with a holy Motive. Direct 
your Hearts to Gop, and offer up all your 
Works, your Words and even your inmoſt 
Thoughts chiefly to his Glory, and let no 
little empty Servile Purpoſes rob you of the 


Merit of them. J1f your Hearts be wiſe, my 


Heart ſhall rejoice even mine, ſays your 
Gracious Gop, Give God then the Pleaſure 


of ſeeing you place your Pleaſure in ſerving 


him. That you may one Day reap the Sub- 
ſtantial Pleaſure of being rewarded by him: 
And by this Means alone can you hope for 
any Reward. © Whatever you do without a 
* good Intention, will profit you Nothing, 
« ſays St. Auguſtin, for not what you do 
* but why you doit, will be imputed to 
“ you, by Goo. © Such will your Work 
6 be in his Sight, ſays St. Iidor, as 
«© your Motive is. Whenever therefore you 


are tempted by an evil or fruitleſs Inten- 
tion; reject it immediately, reſiſt it in 


it's 
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te it's Infancy; yield not to the Corruption 


8 Ne wavering ill-diſpoſed Thoughts 
but by a contrary Act ul uß your Hearts 
te to, and Sanctify your — to him. 
If Vou do this, Beloved, your Actions will 
abound with Merit and Grace in this Life, 
and diſpoſe you for the Eternal Rewards of 
the 8 Which I beſeech, &c. In the 
os bc. 
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St. MARK vii. 37, 36. 


Jesus hath done all Things well: He hath 


made both the Deaf to hear and the Dumb 
to ſpeak. And be e them not to 
tell any POR | 


om Chriſtians, elpecaly Catho- 
lic Chriſtians, who of all People 
are moſt intent upon recollect- 


g the Life of Chriſt, are fo 


much Ys x, rd to admire than imitate 


his bleſſed Example. But ah! All our ſur- 
priſe muſt ceaſe if we refle& on the ex- 
treme Weakneſs of Human Nature, 6 apt 
to be carried away by whatever ſtrikes their 


Senſes and to overlook the Subſtance for the 


Shadow: Miraculous Cure upon a Man 
| who 
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who was Deaf and Dumb and how laviſh 
are the gaping Spectators of their Accla- 
mations. of Praiſe! He hath done all things 


well, they cry: He hath made both the Dea 


to hear, and the Dumb to ſpeak, And tho 
Jesvs himſelf had laid his Commands upon 


them not to tell any Body, ſo full were they 


of the greatneſs of the Action that, the 
more he commanded them, fo much the more 
à great deal, ſays the Evangeliſt, did they 


. publiſh" it. One would imagin from hence 
that Chriſt had never wrought a Miracle 


before; or they would have been leſs aſto- 
niſh'd at this. Whereas it is very well 
known to Every-One who is a little Con- 


verſant in his holy Life that he had wrought 


many and much greater Ones. To the 


Cure of this Man he applied the medicinal 


Aſſiſtance of Spittle. And yet he had cured 


one of a Leproſy, another of a Fever by 


the fingle Power of his Will. He had chaſed 
the Devil out of Multitudes by his Word. 


He had free'd the Genti! Woman of a 


twelve Years inveterate Diſeaſe by the ſingle 


touch of his Garment, and raiſed the Ruler's 


Daughter from Death by his ſole Command. 
And All theſe Miracles, notwithſtanding 
his having commanded them to be kept 
ſecret, were ſo blazed abroad that he could 
not come into the City for the Multitudes 
which gather'd from all Parts to reap the 
Benefit of his miraculous Power; but was 


Rr 2 ? forced 
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forced to keep in deſert Places, and yet 
would they find him out, and yet would 
they come to him from all Parts. It is 
plain then when our Saviour wrought the 
Miracle regiſter'd in this Day's Goſpel, it 
was no new thing to fee bim work Won 
ders, and much greater ones to outward 
Apppearance. Where then was the room 
for all theſe Acclamations? It was a very 
extraordinary Cure you'll ſay, and ſome- 
thing out of the Common Courſe of Nature. 
vw true, it was fo, But what then? 
Were not all the Miracles he wrou 4 
equally ſo? Why then ſhould they w 
at what they ſo often faw? Or if — 
admired the ae of his Power why did 
they give no Attention to the more admi- 


rable Humility with which he accompanied 
the glorious Works of his Omni 


Ah } The Reaſon is but too plain. They 
were outſide Spectators of Chriſt's Actions, 
mere ſuperficial Admiters of him: In a 
word, Such Admirers of him as too many 
of you are, Chriſtians; who ſtudy indeed 
the "Life of Chriſt; but alas to how little 
Purpoſe |} For what greater Benefit do you 
reap. from the Life and Actions of Chrift 
which you ſo often read or hear read, than 
theſe eus did who were Eye-witnefles to 
them? Like them you can admire and 
applaud the miraculous Works of your 
Saviour but what one of his Virtues do you 
| endeavour 
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endeavour to imitate ? But your Admiration 
and Applauſe are like theirs the merè Effects 


of Senſuality ; otherwiſe while you- attend 


to ſuch bf his Actions as ſtrike your Imagi- 


nation and Senſes you would not overlook 


thoſe which ought to affect your Hearts 
and your Underſtanding. Did you but 


attend to the Hiſtory of Chriſt's ſacred Life 


more with a deſire of copying after him 
than of gratifying an idle Curioſity, you 
would not be more attentive to the external 
. Words which his Goodneſs was pleaſed 
to effect than to the internal Virtue with 


which he ſqught to conceal them, In 


ſhort, at the ſame time as you- found his. 


Power ſo worthy of Admiration, you wou Id 
think his Humility as worthy your Imita- 
tion. And ah my Saviour! Why elſe did'ſt 
thou ſet us he illuſtrious Example, but 
that we might follow it! Why was't thou 
ſo deſirous of concealing thy wonderous 
Works? Thou ſurely\was't not ſubject to 


Suzgeſtions of Vanity? Thy Hypoftatical 


Innocence placed thee at an infinit Diſtance 
above the reach of Pride. And the empty 
Praiſes of Men were too infinitly beneath 


thy exalted Nature to be able to afford thee 


any vain-glorious Pleaſure.” Why then O 
why, dear Lord, was't thou fo Induſtrious 


to conceal the Glory of thy wonderous 
Actions from public Applauſe? Ah! Be- 
wn the Reaſon is plain it was to ſet you 

an 
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an Example of that Humility with which - 
you ought to accompany. all your Actions. 

Hence I gather three irrefragable Truths, 
that Humility is the Foundation of all Chri- 
ſtian Virtues, that it is indiſpenſably neceſ- 


ſary to every Chriſtian, and that it is produc- 


tive of every Means tending to Salvation. 
That therefore Vou may go away as con- 
vinced of theſe Truths as I already am, 1 
ſhall undertake to ſhew. _ . 


I. In what Chriſtian Humility conſiſts. | 

II. How impoſſible it is to be fayed with- 
out it: And © 

III. How difficult it is to be damn'd with 
it. Thus You will fee the Nature of 
this Divine Virtue, the Neceſſity of it, 
and the Advaitages It brings with it. 


© But ah, Dear Saviour! Shew it thou 
tt to theſe thy loved Diſciples. Give them 
<« to ſee the Beauties of this thy favorit 
ce Practice, that treading on thy Steps on 
© Earth, by humbling — lh for thee 


they may one Day deſerve to be exalted 
** by thee.” 


Raw The Nature and Eſſence of Humility 

conſiſts in an abſolute Self- Depreſſian, not 
merely external, but internal and from the 
Heart. A Man may be extremely depreſt 
and cringing even to his Inferiors without 
the leaſt Degree of Virtue or Humility. 


—— of 
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Admijah a favorit Son of David was by 
many Years elder than Solomon, and, had 


birth-right taken place, he would have 


been his Sovereign too. Vet how did he 
cringe to his Younger-Brother when this 


took Poſſeſſion of the Throne? With fo 


much meanneſs that-a Slave could not have 
exceeded him. But was it Humility? No: 


He had already done his Endeavours to fix 


that Crown upon his own Head which he 


wanted the Merit to adorn and the Soul to 


maintain. But no ſooner was his Brother 


Solomon ſet up in Competition with him 
than he as meanly ſubmitted himſelf a Vaſ- 


ſal, as he had arrogantly raiſed himſelf a 


Monarch. It was Puſillanimity then and 
Meanneſs, not Humility which made him 
ſo abject a Subject to his Royal Brother as 
he was during the reſt of his Life. How 


did Mark Antony debaſe himſelf to the Wan- an 


ton Cleopatra ! Was it then Humility which 
made him turn his Back on the Conqueſt 
of the World to run after her Fears? No, it 
was Luſt, errant Luſt which made him pre- 


fer univerſal Contempt to the falſe Glory he 


had ſo much Ambition for. His Self-De- 


8 and Meanneſs was Vice, all over 


Vice. But what Humility could be ex- 
pected from Such Wretches who knew not 
Chriſt, nor thought on Gop.. Humility was 
firſt raiſed into a Virtue by Chriſt, and he 

n Was the firſt, and lt and glorious 


Example 
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Example of it. For what were all the Hu- 
miliations of the very Patriarchs and Pro- 
phets but faint imperfect Fetches of that 


compleat Humility they pony and 
foreſaw the Practice of, in 


Ixsus, the Lord of all, eonſider d at * 
a diſtance Pride had placed Mankind from 
Gop; and therefore purpoſely deſcended 
to teach them by his Divine Example, to 
riſe, by Means of the oppoſit Virtue Humi- 
lity, as high as they had fallen from, And 
to effect this gracious Purpoſe, the very firſt 
Step he took was an ineffable Act of the 
moſt perfect Humility which could be prac- 
| ticed, For as St. Paul obſerves to the Pwr- 
LIPPIANS, he, who when he was in the form 
of God, thought it no Robbery to be himſel 


equal to Gov, exinanited himſelf, taking the 
2 of. a & ervant, made into the Similitude 


* Phil. ii. of Men, and in ſhape found as a Man. * 


It was on this fame Plan he built all his 
Life and Converſation, humbling _ elf, as 
the ſame Apoſtle bears wirneſt, e 
ent unto Drarb: even the Death f the Croſs, 
Worldly Honours were his conſtant Aver- 
fion, worldly Contempt was his perpetual 


Purſuit: When the One ſought to make 


him their King, he fled from them into the 


Mountains: When they ſought him to con- 
demn him to an ignominious Death as a 


Criminal, he went out to meet them. When 


me was transfigured by the Glory of his 


God-head 
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God · head before his eternal Father on the | 
Mount; he took with him three Witneſſes 
only, and thoſe; he bound to Secrecy : Tell 
#0. Body the Viſion till the Son of Man be. 

riſen from the Dead. But when he figh'd, 
when he groan'd, when he wept or was 
ſubject to any other human Infirmities; 
he took care to make them public and re- 
quired no Secrecy. Even all his Sufferings 
in his Paſſion and on his Croſs, ſo much 
as the being left by his Divine Father to the 

' weakneſs of his Humanity he took care to 
make known to the whole World. When 
he pray'd, when he faſted it was all in 
Retirement: Humility was the only Virtue 

he took any Pains to point out in himſelf. 
Thoſe very Miracles which his Exceſs of 
Charity wrought to relieve the Diſtreſt, 
and to confirm his Authority, he commanded 
the Standers by, as my Text ſays, not to 
tell to any Body. But ah! Why dear Lord 
was' t thou not equally ſollicitous to conceal 
thy Humility > Why, why did'ſt thou take 
ſo much Pains to: publiſh it? Why did'ſt 
thou ſay to thy Diſciples, learn of me for I 
am meek and | humble at Heart? And when 
thou did'ſt graciouſly ſtoop to the lowly 
Office of waſhing their Feet, why did'ſt 
thou uſe ſo-much eloquent Induſtry to 

point out thy Self-humiliation' in a pathetic ' 
Harangue? Ah loving Saviour! Why do I | 
ask thee, after-the Subſtantial Reaſon thou 
NG UL, oo WE: has't 
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has't given us? I have gien jou an Example; 
_ fays Chriſt, hut as I — ſo _ 
may do. O infinit Wiſdom: and [Goodneſs 
of Jxsvs ! The reſt: of his Actions and Vir- 
tues he ſought to conceal, becauſe the chicf 
Object of his Practice was Humility. This 
he labour d to publiſh, becauſe Hotailt 
was the chief End of his Miſſion. For to 
this End alone did he deſcend: from Heaven 
to lead you, O Man; by the Practice f a 
perfect Humility; to that Kingdom of Blifs 
which you had baſely forfeited by an exceſt 
of Pride and Arrogance. ' How then can 
you be poſſeſt of any Virtue without fol- 
lowing bim in this, or how can any Virtue 
of yours 'be Chtiſtian Where this) 1 is want- 

ing? 
he Gloſſary upon the: third: Chapt: of 
St. Matthew very judicioufly diſtinguiſlies 
three different Degrees of Humility, the 
Sufficient the abounding, and the perfect. 
What is underſtood by ſufficient Humility 
is the paying a due ſuffeient Submiſſion to 
Superiore, and not aſſuming any preference 
to Equals. In this, Beloved,” your bleſſed 
Redeemer ſets you a very eminent Example, 
How readily, and chearfuly does he not 
as Man acknowledge the 8 Superiority of his 
eternal Father: The Father, ſays he, 78 
eater than IJ. And as Man how far 18 he 
fen claiming any Aſcendent over the 
Species! His oy __ he calls his 
N nends/ 
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Friends, nay his Brethren. He eats, he 
converſes and lives in common with the 
pooreſt of Men, And almoſt on every 


occaſion where 477 ſpeaks of himſelf, con: 


tents himſelf the familiar equalizing 


Title of The Son of Man. Ah Chriſtiang, 


Chriſtjans! If 1 | RAY with any, Coaſiſteney 
call you ſuch, how few, how very few of 
you can be brought to take even — firſt 
bund ſtep towards the. Imitation of your 
umble Lord! Haw ready are not you to fly 
in the Face of your. Parents, your Maſters, 
Directors and lawful Superiors? How 
watchful to. catch at every little Adyantage, 


every 1 to Lord it over your 
n you then deſerve the Name 


ak? 
{ Chriſtians? No, Beloved,. No; While 
| vou Practice is ſuch, Mabonetans have as 
rg a Title as you to boaſt,; themſelves 
Chriſtians, Either then change your Man; 
ners and be humble, as becomes the Niſ- 
ciples of Chriſt, ar change your Name and 
reaſe to own, him as your Maſter. In 3 


word, be conſiſtent in-yaur Profeſſion and 


Practice, ranfißtent Cres, or conſiſtent 
Infidels. 
The next Depies of Homility i is the ſoeke 
. ing. Subjection to, Equals' and . claiming no 
reference to Iuferiors,. And in this,, Dear 


Reethrop, how. glorious an Example has not 


ur / heayenly. Master ſet you? As Gop 
om 15 . he had no Equals but the 


Slee ics: S 1 2. Eternal 
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Eternal Father and the Holy-Ghoſt, and 
in compliance with the Juſtice of the One, 
and the Charity of the Other, he graciouſly 
ſubmitted for your Redemption to take Fleſh, 
and thus become in his human Nature ſub- 
ject to both. And tho as Man the proudeſt 
of Princes were in reality inferior to him, 
yet what Preference did he claim to any? 
Born in an humble Stable, he choſe to re- 
ſide ſor thirty Vears in an humble Hovil, 
and to eat his Bread at the Sweat of his 
facred Brow ; the remainder of his Life he 
enjoy d not the common Privileges of Other 
Men, no nor the common Comforts of com- - 
mon Brutes; Foxes have their Holes, Birds 
have their Neſts, but the humble Son of Man 
had not where to repoſe his Head : His-Con- 
verſation was with the Poor and the lowly, 


Hie ſubmitted to be fed, to be treated; to 


be approach'd, to be inſulted, to be tried 
and even to be condemn'd to Death by 
thoſe who were infinitly beneath him. He 


was never known to deſpiſe the Meaneſt of 


Creatures; but he was known to give the 
Preference, even where his Life was at 


Stake, to a low, infamous, Murderer; and 


the only Inſtance in which he ever took 
the Aſcendent of any was on his Croſs, 


Where he vouchſafed to be exalted above 


two Fhieves, as if he had been the greater 
Criminal. And all this for the ſake of 
practiſing Humility, that he might ſet you an 
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Exam ple of this his ſiverit Virtue. Ah; Be- 
loved, day you then be ſtrictly Chriſtians 


can you then be. Diſciples of this heavenly 


Maſter while your Actions are ſo oppoſit 
to his? Who can prevail upon you to make 
the leaſt Submiſſion to your Equals, where 
they are the leaſt in the Wrong; When 


the Example and Precepts of Chriſt cannot 


induce you to make the leaſt advances 
towards a right Underſtanding with them, 
even where the Wrong is on your fide, or 
to give up one little Punctilio, any one 
Privilege you dare to arrogate ? And how 
haughtily, how inſolently, how cruelly do 
you not aſſert every little Prerogative you 
can uſurp over your Dependents! How 
proud and ys nay how induſtrious are 
you not to ſeize every little fayorable Occa- 
cafes to trample on your Servants, - on the 
Poor and on all beneath you as if they 


were not of the ſame Species. Can you 


then be Diſciples of Chriſt? No: Cannabals 
have a fairer Title to call themſelves his Fol- 
lowers than you. Their Humility exceeds 
yours: They proceed upon a fairer Footing, 


and claim no other Aſcendent over Each- 


other than that which you claim: They 
elaim in a word, no other Privilege than 
that of cruſhing al they conquer; but then 
it is on the more honeſt Condition of being 


devour d if conquer'd. Ah! Chriſtians, if 


oy think there is any advantage in being 
Such, 


: ” 
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Such, commence ' Chriſtians indeed; and 
learn of your Divine Maſter to be humble. 
Learn to treat your Fellow-Creatures whom, 
Circumſtance has placed beneath you, with 
Humanity; treat them like your / Fellow- 
Creatures; treat them with the ſame Ten- 
derneſs and Compaſſion you would expect 
if in their Station. Otherwiſe even deny 
the Name of Chriſt and be Cannabals in 
earneſt; teize not, worry not your Inferiors 
to Death by ſlow Degrees, as the Enemies 
of Chriſt ſerved ſome af his Martyrs ſcourg - 
ing them to Death by the Hands of m_ 


: 


Children; but glut your cruel Pride wit 

a haſty meal and devour them at once. 
Bat why do 1 talk thus? Iam now 
preaching, I hope, to real Chriſtian, Perſons 
better acquainted with their Duty than to 
fall into ſuch ęgruel Atrogance. Yes, Be- 
loved, I have tog good an Opinion of You, 
not to hope you are better diſpoſed. Yau 
ſurely have already learn't of Chriſt to be 
obedient to your Superiors, and tratably 
ſubmiſſive even to your Equals. You 
ſurely know and practice that tender Com- 
placency due to the frailty of theſe whom, 
if Circumſtance has placed below you, the 
precious Blood of Chriſt has made your 
Equals, $02 #2 DTS $3 43% © Hers Saudi 
Bat Ah Chriſtians !, What is all this ta 


the Humility which your Divine Lord has 


ſet you an Example of. There is another 
e 5 Degree, 
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him that is a Perfect Humility. 


Perfacr Humility, as the Gloſlary' tells us, 


conſiſts in a voluntary Submiſſion at Heart 
to Inferiors, in which the perfection of Ju- 
ſtice is placed. Beloved, however be not 
ftighted thro over delicacy, tremble not fer 
your: Prerogatives. This does not i 


that the Parent is to be ſubject to the Child, 


the Maſter is to give his Power to the Ser- 
vant, or the Teacher to ſubmit his Autho- 
rity to his Pupils, That would be inverting 
all Order. All it requires then is that 

be ready to Perform the lowlieſt Offices for 
the meaneſt of your Pellow-Creatures, when 
their Neceſſities call for your Aſſiſtance, that 
Fou not only forbare to ill- treat or deſpiſe 


them, but even endeavour from your Hearts 


to love and cheriſh them and think them 
more precious, more deſerving in the Eyes 


of Gop. All this is perfectly conſiſtent with 


that Power and Authority over your Chil- 
dren, Servants, and Pupils, which Order 
and Decency obliges you to maintain, Chriſt 
_ himſelf: exerted his Authority, over his Diſ- 
ciples, took place of them, ſent them on 
his Errands, employ'd them in fiſhing for 
him, and ſent them to prepare his laft 
Supper for him. Yet that ſame Divine Lord 
thought it no Derogation from his Authority 


to prepare them and four thouſand: more, 


n, Dinner in the Deſert, And when he 
TIN, thought 


| C2 
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thought it neceſſary he even humbled hinis 
ſelf to the lowly Office of waſhing their 


Feet. Ah why Chriſtians, why all this but 


for the ineffable Reaſon he himſelf gives you? 


Know you what I have done, ſays Chriſt. 
You call me Maſter and Lord: And you ſay 
well, for JI am fo. If then I, being Lord 
and Maſter have waſh'd your Feet ; you ought 

to waſh one-another's Fett, even when you 
are Maſters. For I have given you an Ex- 

ample that as I have done, ſo you alſo may 
do. So very true is it that the Perfection of 
Humility conſiſts in an intire cordial Self- 


| depreſſion even to Inferiors. And fo v 


plain is it that you can never be perfect Chri- 
ſtians, perfect Imitators of Chriſt without you 
practice to the utmoſt of your Power this 
Divine Virtue. The next thing then which 
remains for me to do is to ſhew you. 


II. How impoſſible it is for Chriſtians to 
be ſaved without it, at leaſt without a ſuf- 
ficient Degree. And this One would imagin 
it almoſt needleſs to prove. But leaſt you 
ſhould flatter yourſelves with any vain Illu- 
fions I ſhall endeavour to make it farther evi- 


dent to you, by adding a few Obſervations. 


St. John Chryſoſtom tells us, that as the 
Branches of a Tree which towers to a con- 
ſiderable Height, or is placed on a lofty 
Eminence are hurry'd to and fro by the leaſt 

breath of Air, ſo are they who ſuffer their 


Minds 


— 
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Minds to be elated, expoſed to every Dah- 
ger. While on che contrary they who. have 


Kkarnt to be truly humble like a Shrub in 
Valley, remain always ſafe always undiſturb' 
This exactly agrees with what our Divine 
Lord has told us that He who exalts himſelf 
ſhall be humbled. The ſire way then to R 15 
is Pride, the Vice oppoſed to Humility. | 
it was which brought Haman to his infa- 
mous Death. He Gal not be content with 
being the ſecond: in a vaſt” Kingdom, the 
Favorit of his Prince, and the next in 
Power to his Soveteign, no, He muſt Have 
more, he myſt be bonour'd and receive Ho- 
mage from all Men or be unhappy. For 
what is it which Pride once indulged will 
not aſpire to. Like an inſatiable Cormorant 
the more it is fed the more greedily ĩt craves, | 
Such was the Pride of Haman. Not all the » 
Cringes' of a flattering Court, -not all the 
Honours paid him by a numerous enſlaved 
People could afford him Peace while Mor- 
Auocleec refuſed, him a Bow, He vows there- 
fore Revenge, attempts to effect it and raiſes 
an extraordinary Gibbet for his Enemy to 
expire on, when his baſe purpoſe ſhould take 
E ect. But Gon who makes it his Affair 
to refit the Proud, confounded his Devices, 
humbled him to the loweſt of Men, and 
ſuffer'd his Pride to hurry him into the 
ſhameful Death he 8 for a better 
Vor. III. 21 Man 
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Man than himſelf. Herod with all his Royal 
Pomp and Splendor could not be ſatisfied ; 
He muſt arrogate to himſelf the Majeſty of 
Gop. And therefore on 4 ſet Day as 
St. Lake tells us in the twelfth of the Ac rs, 
array d in royal Apparel he fat on his Throne 
and received divine Homage from the 
People. But ah what was the Conſequence 
of his Criminal Arrogance. Why ſays the 
| Holy Writer, immediately the Angel of the - 
Lord ſtruc him, becauſe be had given not the 
Glory to Gop ; and being conſumed by Worms 
he gave up thus ignominiouſly his wretched 
Ghoſt. Had Herod from the beginning 
ſtifled the firſt Suggeſtions to Pride, he 
would have humbled himſelf before his 
Go ; he would have publicly acknowledged 
his Littlerieſs and ſought to be thought no- 
thing more than the meaneſt of his Subjects ; 
and 2 Humility would not only have ſaved 
him from his miſerable End, but crown'd 
his Days with ſubſtantial Glory, For he 
who reſiſts the Proud delights to give Grace 
to the Humble. And ah unhappy Father 
Adam! What an infinity of Miſeries might 
you not have ſpared yourſelf and Us your 
wretched Poſterity, had you been ſatisfied 
with your Innocence, had not the Pride of 
becoming like Gop, knowing Good and Evil, 
ſeduced thee to Rebel againſt your heavenly 
Lord! What was it expell'd you from tha 
| Preſence 


OO after PENTE cosT, 
| Preſence of the Lord, O Lucifer, thou 


once glorious Angel of Light. Ah how un- 


like ar't thou now to that Bleſſed luminous 
Being thou once was't. Whence O whence 
is this horrible Change ? What. the Cauſe 
of this deplorable Alteration. Pride, Beloved, 
deteſtable Pride it was which transform'd 
this once happy beauteous Spirit to the Mon- 
ſter of Horror he now is. The next in 
Glory, Majeſty, and Bliſs to Gop himſelf, 


he needs mult be equal to him, 7 will aſcend 
and become like the moſt High, This it was 
which tempted him to Rebel, and the Ob. 


ſtinacy of perſiſting in this which hurl'd 
him and the reſt of the rebel Legions from 


the heavenly Thrones into the dark Abyſs 


of eternal Miſery, which is now their Por- 
tion, Yet think you his Pride began at firſt 
' by comparing himſelf with Gop. No, his 
firſt Steps was Self-Eſteem, the vain Glory 
he took in his own Excellencies : 'In a word 
that Self-Admiration and Applauſe which 
you are apt to be ſo full, of and which 
makes you ſo often deſpiſe your Fellows, 
till at length you are brought to deſpiſe and 
rebel againſt Gop himſelf, But ah Chri- 
ſtians fince you ſee how inconſiſtent this 
Pride is with eternal Happineſs, fly it, re- 


iſt it, ſtifle it in it's Infancy, in it's Birth, . 


Let it not get the upper Hand of the Hu- 
mility which Chriſt came to teach you; if 


11 you 
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you mean to fill thoſe bliſsful Seats which 
the rebel Angels through Pride have left 
vacant, and Ghich Chriſt offers you as the 
| Premium of the op poſit Virtue. If for want 
of this Diving Vie thoſe who were in 
Poſſeſſion of this gloriqus Kingdom were 
range out of it forever; what appearance 
Reaſon can you have to flatter yourſelyes 
that you ſhall ever attain. to it, if you want 
the —4 Virtue? No, Beloved, no. Your 
Saviour aſſures You that None but Such as 
humble themſelves like Little-Ones ſhall be 
eat in the Kingdom of Heaven, Humi, 
lity then is abſolutely neceſſary to every 
riſtian to attain to the Glory he was 
created for. None can enter there but by 
the Imitation of their humble Lord, and 
none can be ſaid to imitate any of his Ati. 
ons, who accompany not their own with 
a Humility like his. So impoſſible is it to 
be ſaved without this Divine Virtue. And 
now I have ſhewn you, and I hope ſhew! 
720 clearly, the Nature and Neceſſity 
hriſtian Humility,; that you may be equally 7 
convinced of the Adyantages it brings equal 
it, let me proceed to a Concluſion by 1 
ing Jeg. 1 


—— 


III. How difficult ! it is to. be Jamn'd 1 
it. The Royal Pfalmiſt tells us ſuch is tha 
Power of Humility that the Lord hath = 

| Ways 
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ways regard to the Prayers of the Humble, 
and hath never deſpiſed their - Supplication. 
And therefore ſays Solomon in the PRo- 
VERBS, I is much better to be humbled with 
the Meek, than to divide the Spoil with the 
Proud. H 

in Holy Writ of the Efficacy of a True 
Humility of Heart to turn away the Wrath 
of Gop, and to draw down the Divine 
Bleſſings on Such as have recourſe to it. In 
the third of Kings you will find that Acbab, 
perverſe Achab, -as wicked a Prince as he 
was, obtain'd of the Almighty a Mitigation 
of his Wrath, by humbling himſelf before 


bim and ſubmitting to a voluntary Penance, - 


In the ſecond of Chronicles Chapter twelve 
you have a like Inſtance of Mercy ſhewn 
to Roboam and the Princes of Fudah in con- 
ſideration of their Humiliation. It was the 
* Humility of Ezechias which ſtay'd the Di- 
vine Indignation from falling on his People 
during his Reign. And the ſame Nebucha- 
Aonozor whom Pride had humbled from the 
Throne to lick the Earth with the Beaſts, 
no ſooner had a ſenſe of his real Littleneſs 
than Gop in conſideration of his inward 
Humiliation raiſed him again to his prior 


Grandeur, The Wrath of Goy's offended * - 


Majeſty was hovering over the Heads of 
the Ninivites, when their religions Humi- 
liation like a mighty Arm ſnatch'd, as it 


were 


\ 
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were the Sword of Vengeance from the 


Hand of the exterminating Angel and re- 


ſtored them to the Grace and favour of their 


Divine Lord, 


Ah! Illuſtrious Sinner and more illuſtrious 
Penjtent, what was it raiſed thee from the 
fink of Vanity and Sin to that eminent 

itch which has render'd thee fince then 
uch a Favourit of the loving Saviour, ſuch a 


- glorious Object of Admiration and Example 


to all repenting Sinners? Ah! It was that 
Humility, that voluntary Submiſſion which 
made her throw herſelf at the Feet of her 
Lord, bath them with her Tears of public 


Repentance, wipe them with the Locks of 


her former Vain-glory, and ſacrifice to the 
holy Uſe of anointing them that fragrant 


Balfam which ſhe had ſo often proſtituted 


to the Purpoſes of Vanity. It was 'that 


Self-depreſſion which induced her to catch 
the ſudden Inſpiration to Repentance, to 


feize the nappy Minute of Grace to ſue for 
Mercy to her offended Saviour, without 
regarding the Taunts, the Reproaches, and 
the Scofts of the Standers-by. That, that it 
was which transform'd her ſo inſtantly from 
a Sinner to a Saint, from an Enemy of 
Chriſt to his dearly beloved Daughter, and 


 -ſnatch'd her from the Jaws of Hell, to raiſe 


her to that Heaven in which ſhe now reigns 
triumphant with her Divi..e Spouſe Iss. 
2 %% 


\ ) 5 


aſter PENTECOST. 


But what do I heat! Methinks the im- 
maculate Virgin of Virgins charms my Ear 
with her heavenly CAN TICL E. My Soul doth 
magnify our Lord, and my Spirit hath re- 
joiced in Gop my Saviour. Ah! Well 
may'ſt thou, O happy glorious Virgin re- 
Joice and magnify thy Lord and Saviour for 
the infinit Favours he has beſtow'd on thee. | 
But ſay O immaculate Mother of my G 
What was it ſo pleaſing in thee which made 

the Lord of Heaven and Earth chuſe to be 
born of thee and take thy Fleſh before all 
other Virgins. Was it thy ſpotleſs Purity 
of Mind and Heart. No, he who created 
her, Beloved, and render'd her immaculate 
from her Conception, could have created 
another Virgin as ſpotleſs as herſelf, and 
would have done it rather than been born 
of her had ſhe been elated by her Virgin 
Purity. Was it her ſweet Exceſs of Beauty? 
No; he who made her the comelieſt of 
all Womankind, could with the ſame eaſe | 
have made another full as graceful as her- 
ſelf. Twas not her Beauty then nor Cha- 

ity nor her many other Excellencies, but- 
her Humility which raiſed her to the Dig- 
nity of Jesv's Mother, I cs by ber Vir- 
ginity, ſays a venerable Father of the 
Church, that ſhe pleaſed, but it was by ber 
Humility ſhe conceived. This the Hol 
Virgin herſelf confirms, he hath regarded, 
| | Fe FOR Wy, _ ſays 
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fays ſhe, 'the Humility of bis Handmaid, 
Yes, Beloved, yes he who hath depoſed the 
Mighty and Proud from their Seat, hath 
exalted the Humble, and raiſed this moſt' 
humble of mere Mortals to the higheſt 
Eminence of glorious Immortality, For 


the ſame Gop who reits the Proud, de- 


lights in giving Grace to the Humble, 

And what wonder is it, Beloved, that 
Ixsus ſhould take ſuch Delight in ſeeing the 
practice of Humility, when he purpoſely de- 
ſcended from Heaven to teach it you in his 
own Perſon ? Was not his whole Life, Con- 


verſation and Death one continued Example 


of it? He choſe yon ſee to be conceived of 
an humble Virgin in the ignoble Town of 
Nazareth, to be born in an humble Stable, 
and to be ſupported by humble Induſtry. 


How humbly he lived, how humbly he 


converſed, and how humbly he taught, the 


Goſpels are Witneſſes. In his Paſſion he 


was humbly tried as an Offender, humbly 
ſtript of his Cloaths, and wounded and 


bruiſed in his humble Fleſh: Humbly 


ſubmitted to paſs for a Fool, to be de- 
ſerted by his Diſciples, and ſcourged and 
crown'd with "Thorns in Deriſion by his 
Enemies: And at his Death with the ut- - 
moſt exceſs of Humility, would be expoſed 
naked and disfigured on an jgnominious 
Croſs between two Thieves. Ah! We 
* ; | why 
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„Why did he do all this but for the Reaſon: 


he gives you for waſhing his Diſciples Feet, 
¶ have given you an Example; that as I have. 
gone you alſo. may dss. 
Follow then; Dear Fellow-Chriſtians, 
follow the glorious Example given you. 
Be ſubject to your Superiors, be tractable 


and even condeſcending to yαf Equals; 


and be not haughty; ſevere noꝶ overbearing 
to ſuch as the vain World conſiders beneath 
you. But if you ate deſirous of fulfilling 
all Juſtice with Chriſt ſubject yourſelves 
to the meaneſt Offices, for the meaneſt of 
Men, where Charity calls for your Aſſiſtance. 


ou ſee the Neceſſity of doing thus to be 


ave Part in his Glory. Vou ſee the 
reſiſtleſs Efficacy, Which Gop has given 
to perfect Humility of Heart to ſtop 


his Anger and draw down his Bleſſings on 
all who practice it. Have recourſe to it then 


and ** learn of Chriſt not, as St. Auguſtin 
* ſays, to build the Structure of a World, 
* not to create all things viſible and in- 
„ viſible; not to work Miracles in the 
te World, or raiſe the Dead to Life, but 
&* learn of him to be meek and humble of 
© Heart. The good Actions you do, 


loſe not the Merit of by publiſhing them, 


or - accompany them with ſpiritual Pride. 
But remember that, do your heſt, you are 
flitl: but uſeleſs Servants to him, and will 


| Vox. III. V u de 


perfec.Imitaror of Chiiſt; and as ſuch 0 
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be ſueh even to yourſelves if you impoſe 
not Secrecy on yourſelves, as he did. Take 
" then the Advice of St. PR TER, Be truly 
humbled under the powerful band of Gon, 
that be may exalt you in the time of Vift- 
© gation, to that eternal Glory to which 
Wo Humility is. the Ground-ſtep, and which 
e e e ney 
you All. In the Name, 4e. 
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A certain Lawyer ſtoad up, tempting Chr: rift 
and ſaying, Maſter, by doing what thing 
| ſhall J poſſeſs Life everlaſting? But Ixsus 
ſaid to him: In the Law what is written? 
He anſwering ſaid, Tbau ſhal't Love 


the Lord thy Gop with thy whole Heart, 
with thy whole Souls and with all thy 
Strength, and with all thy Mind; and 
_ thy. Neighbour as thyſelf. And Ixsus 
ſaid. to him Thou | has anſiver d right, 
tut do and thou ſhalt”; t live. 


TE Y doing what abine Pall I poſe 
1 we 1:: | Life — What an imper- 
| 95 tinent Queſtion for a Man to ask 
oho was verſed in the Divine Law! 
Poolith Wretch! Could he know the Law 
Uu without 


- 
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without knowing that the Sum and gr beat 
End of all was to love Almighty Gop above 
all Things and Mankind as himſelf for the 
Almighty's fake? No; For our bleſſed 
Saviour ſhew'd him how much more he 
- knew the Way to Life everlaſting than he 
had the Will D purſue it, by forcing the 
Means from his own Mouth, - But why 
then did he enquire after what he was not 
reſolved to embrace ? Why ? The Evangeliſt 
tells you the Reaſon, His Purpoſe was 
baſe. He came not with a Deſire of being 
inform'd by Chriſt, but with a View of 
tempting him, He was in hopes that Jesus 
would have overlook'd theſe eſſential fun- 
damental Duties to preſcribe him Others'of 
a leſs important Nature, that he might 
have it in his Choice either to decry the 
Divine Teacher's Authority, or ſir 
Sanction of that Authority to neglect the 
reat and chief Duties of Life, for thoſe of 
inferior Obligations and not 0 coercive ta 
the Paſſions. Ah Chriſtians! How often 
is your Intention ſuch Or very little better | 
in coming to us? When you come to 
us the Miniſters of Chriſt to enquire after 
the Means of Salvation; if you do not 
directly ſeek an Opportunity to weaken 
that Authority we haye received from 
Chriſt, by expoſing the want of learning 
or want of Prudence which you think you . 
22125 in us, do you not ras leaſt lay: hold 
on 
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on every imaginary Opportunity of this Sort 


you can meet with to leſſen us in the 


Eſteem of the Faithful and thereby weaken 
all our Efforts for their Salvation? Or if 


Some of you are a little more humane than 


to carry your Malice to ſuch deſtructive 


lengths, how often do you have recourſe 


to us at beſt to have your Paſſions ſooth'd 


and your Conſciences lull'd afleep. You 


know that the whole Law depends upon 
your loving the Lord your Gon with your 
whole Heart, and with your whole Soul 
and with. all your Strength, and with all 


your Mind; and your Neighbour as your- 


| felves. But this you can't find in your Souls 
to comply with; Your Paſſions perſuade 
you that the Task is laborious, and the 


Confinement it lays you under is too irk- 
' ſome for your unruly Appetites to brook. 
To be diſpenſed. from loving Gon better 


than your ill-gotten or ill- managed Wealth, 
Some of you would gladly hurry over a 
conſiderable number of Prayers to him; 
and others to be diſcharged from preferring 
him to the Idles of their Luſt or Vanity would 
chearfuly ſubmit to a ſuper-erogatory Portion 


of Abſtinence, For to Some of you Feeling 


coſts little or nothing, and Temperance is 
no Self-denial | to Others of yoo, but agrees 
with your Conſtitution and Humour, Others 


? 


again to be at Liberty to defraud, to inſult, . 


or to glut your Vengeance on your Fellow 
4 Rs IN - Creatures, 
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Creatures, would readily give away one-half 
of your Subſtance in Alms to the Poor. 
You have more than your Luxury and 
Wantonneſs knows what to do with; and 
with your Superfluity you _— gratify 
your vain-glory and Oſtentation. In ſhort, 
Chriſtians, any Penance would ſeem light 
to ſome of you, which might but exempt 
you from loving your eternal Benefactor 
above all things, and his Image for his 
bleſſed Sake. And yet you are not willing 
to be damn'd, you wiſh to be ſaved, and 
are deſirous of both ſerving Mammon and. 
enjoying Gop, And therefore You come 
to — 7 I _— 
ma eſs Life everlaſti 
You d. ke Os we Oat rid you of 
the unwealdy Bu your corrupt Imagi- 
nations groan under; that we ſhall dif _ ; 
you from theſe eſſential Obligations for 
Trifles, Duties which are no otherwiſe Such 
than as they tend to the fulfilling theſe more 
fundamental Ones. O my gracious Go ! 
Is it poſſible Mankiad can be ſuch Enemies 
to Truth as to ſeek thus to be ſooth'd into 
Error? Can they be ſo fond of a ſpiritual 
Lethargy as thus eagerly to purſue it, they 
who are ſo frighted at every little Drow- 
ſineſs more than ordinary. Ah Self-deluding 
Chriſtians! Be not thus fond of dreaming: 


Come not to us for the means of Life ever - 


3 with the. hopes of being _ d. 


— 


Yar, that the brd Steh 8 to heck Gop 
above all things and the hong; to d ” 


| Neighbour as yourſelves. Do bis 
live. Let us then preſcribe you. over 


ſo many Faſts, e ver ſo long Prayers, ever 


ſo abundant Alms-deeds, ' they can all profit 


you Nothing, unleſs the Sum; the Saul, the 
End of all be a pure Love of Gop and a 


fincere Charity for your Neighbour. For 
without theſe You: ſhall Me; there is no 


Life, no Glory, no Heaven for ybu. All 
this you. know; yet who, to judge 3 


Actions, / could gueſs that you do knom 
Jeaſt)it- it is plain Ant gn you — 


ſeldom reflect on: Elſe why are you ſo e- 


ficient in the Practice. x pg me then at pre- 
ſent refreſh your Memories u little concern 
ing one of theſe great Duties. The 
will very foon furniſh me with aifair Op- 


tunity of expatiating on the Love 
| 2ak owe . Neighbour 3: -and>therefore 


I-fhall: now: entertain yo wholly ont 


more elevated Subject 1 the Love you wwe 
to your gracious: Goa. Concerning ich 
have Tus Things onlylto obſerue ĩ0ꝙ on in 


A ee if 64 e biz anole e 


*Þ That! it is eee neceſſity, 1 Lite 


erlaſti; ing: el 
2 That it is extremely. reafoiably”% 
cee krüitfül to chat bleſſe End. 
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*© Come then, O Lord, thou Lover of 
ti our Souls, and fill us with thy Grace 


and Wiſdom, that totally conſunied on 
Earth with loving thee, we may receive 
de the glorious Premium of our Love; in 
Heaven and find ourſelves wen e 


5 in thee our SO” T 


fl. The Love of 5 is « put y 5 405 
and ardent Affection for the Divine Author 


of all Things, above all that is created. It 
admits of no joint Attachment to any; ching 


beneath Gop, and cannot ſubſiſt with any 


rival Affection to Aught which is not Gon. 
The Lord of Majeſty is a great and jealous 
Lord, as he is ;nfivicly; Aerial tdi all his 


Creatures and has norequal out of himſelf 
there fore he cannot braok any foreign Com. 
petitor in tlie Love he requires from his 


Creatufes. He had no Aſſiſtant in the Pro: 
duction of ny of them, and therefore will 
bear no rival in their Love of him, nor ac. 


cept of any Affection from them which is 
not perfectly pure and unmixt with the 
love of Ach th beſides, except it be for * 
ſake alone and with an intire Dep! | 
upon him. In ſhort. the Hearts W. ich he 
1s the whole and ſole. Author of | he expects 


ſhould, be wholly. taken up with, -Reſpe&t 


for him. Nor indeed is the Heart of Man 
To of retaining "y Degree of that ſo- 
| vereign 


"% * 
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Fereign Regard which is due to the Divine 


Majeſty without baniſhing every Propenſity 


ox Affection which is not perfectly depen- 
dent upon him. No Man can ſerve two 
Aaſters, ſays the Eternal Wiſdom. For 
eitber be will hate the ont and love the Other, 
on be will endure the One and contemn the 


Other. It is impoſſible then to have a So- 
vereign Love for Gon, and at the ſame 
time a. Sovereign Love for Mammon, that 


3s, for whateyer is out of Gov. If you 


love; Aught which is created with a ſovereign 


Affection independent on that you pay to 


Gp, God is no longer the Sovereign of 


your: Hearts, you Worſhip foreign Gons: 
Lou love, you endure them; and you hate 
or Contempt can you ſhewy to the Lord f 

Heaven and Earth than to place him upon 
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Hands; as you attetnpt to do, as often as 


you divide your Affections between him and 
his Oreatures? To love Gop with that So- 
vereign Affection which is his due, you are 
to love him as the Source and Ultimate End 
of all thiags; and conſequently to love No- 


This, Beloved, this is the Love Gop re- 


quires of you: This is his due; and 7s, 


your Saviour tells you, 7s the greateſt and 


A Yor, III. „„ 


thin beſides him, but for his only Sake, ane 
ſo far only as is conſiſtent with: his Glory 


this and thou ul t live; O Mortal, and tive 


your Divine Lord the Chief Object of All 


Aink of ef. pe 


* 1little Lord, who loves any thing with 


_ On be Twelfth: Soria + ; 
the firft Communiamint, Wherefore R. 


forever. Fot once You artive 10 chi Per- 
fection of Love of Go; .onte yo mikke 


your Wiſhes; the Love of his Geschres kr 
his ſake and in Obedience to him will follow 
in Courſe + And then that Love will be 
pure, will be perfect and truly Chriſtian, 


But without the perfection of * Le 


what ſource can an 
created Beings flow 


by bogs [the eorruptel pay i 


nted Views 1 For 90 
lovely Gop ! How is it poſſtbleto love any 


thing out of thee with an untainted Affec- 


tion which is not loved purely for thy blefled 
fake and for the amiable Qalities Which 
che conformity wich thy Divise Will be- 
ſows upon it Ah how juſtly id cy 
vorit Auguſtin ſay, He loves: thee too 


<* thee, which he loves hot for'thee'” Too 
tittle indeed; Chriſtians, ky nor at All, can 
2 be ſaid to love Gop, Wheſe Affection 
to any thing created js not helly influenced 
by their Love cof him. An equal Regard 
'*:for the World and for Go, cannot poſ- 
4 ſibly ſubſiſt together in one Heart, 1 
&« St. Cyprian, a Sat more than one 
can at once behold the Earth aa che 


c , 2711 110 IT a 
Heavens. K 
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TY _Ittis. this Perfection of. Divine Res Sh 
3 then which is. the pree 
\ fpotials-Nuptial Garment, the Soul 
muſt put on 40 be elpouſed with Chriſt, and 
admit — — of his Glory. Ie 
Was want of This that the Unhappy. N 
Waetoh in tlie twenty ſecond of St. 22 — x 
was; not only expell'd from the Royal Feaſt. 
thiwhich he had b been calld with the reſt; 
but: evon caf; into utter Darkneſs, to bevrall 
forever with weeping and gnaſhing of Teeth 
the Fall and; Prrverſity of not being pro- 
vided--with. it. Bat. O eternal Verity how: 
b eee fatal Truth which thou 
has t; drawn from his unthinking Creatures 
Kates that em are call d and few are 
cheſen i Les Chriſtians, you are all calld 
hat ah how ſew of Vou, caution'd by this 
Man's, Folly. ſtudy to avoid his miſerable 
Eats l. How few of you endeayour to ſecure 
_ your Klection to Glory by providing your- 
ſelves with the. Nuptjal Garment of Grace, 
Like the fooliſh; Virgins you covet Life eyer- - 
laftifig, but. neglect; the Means; like them 
heat the Call; you accept the Iavitation, 
toſthe heavenly * but ſlothfully fore 
ger ta, provide fog: being choſen as well as 
cd In a word like them You! ſet out in 
parſuit of the Bliſs yau are call d to but ah, 
tan much like them, you provide not your 
Lamps, you repleniſh not your Souls with 
_ " Diane Love. What then can. 
p * 2 you » 


— — 


— 
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Fou expect but that at tile decline of Efe, 


| when you perceive your want and try 51% 


late to remedy your paſt neglect, the Gates 
of Glory ſhould be bar'd a gainſt you; and! 


you repulſed with that Hearttrendig! Sen- 
tence. Amen, I ſay to yon I knioww you nor. 
Forbid it gracious Gop! Forbid it. Permit 
not any here to be forever baniſh'd from thy” 
all- enlivening Sight for want of the Nuptial 
Garment of thy Grace; for want of the 
Oil of thy Love. No, Goar us all betimes 
with thee, make us of the happy Few who 
ſhall be choſen as well as call d; and ſweetly? 
give us to fill our Lam — pms. oh with: ron 
fo an ardent laſting Love for thee as may p. 
pare and — us all in readinęſs to enter! 
with the prudent Virgins in thy Traia 6 
thy eternal Nuptials. But ah Chriſtiabs, f 
ſuch be your Deſire, if your Hearts join wich 

me in this Petition, watch as your Saviour 
tells you like thoſe prudent Virgins; "Watch 
ye therefore becauſe you know not the Day ni: 

| the Hour, Sure you are of being call'd one 

Day, but when the time ef your Election 
will come on is what . 1 — 

Stand always then upon 

ever in readineſs, and 5 fin 

dency of Love for Gop to Nackey 2 — 

ſingle inſtant, but let your conſtant ſtudy be 
to fuel and encreaſe it. Say often with that 
| | glorious Example of Divine Love St. Augu- 
1 1 21 O eternal Verity, O unfeigned Cha- 
3 * rity 


— — 


aAſter PENTECOST, v0) =” 

te rity, O precious Eternity! Thou art my 
« .Gop;' hop to thee are all my. Wiſhes 1 | 
«© my Sighs directed Day and Night. 
Dependence muſt, be built. This alone 
can entitle you to the Life everlaſting you 
aſpire to. Nothing is more precious to 
4 Gon, ſays the Saim, than the Virtue of 

te. Divine Charity; Nothing more deſirable 
t to Satan than the extinction of that Cha- 
<, rity. The Reaſon of both we are told 
by St. Bal. The Love of Gop, ſays this 
*<- eminent Father, is an inexhauſtible Trea- 
{© ute which renders all who poſſeſs it 
4 immenſely rich, and without which the 
e moſt wealthy of Mortals are miſerably 
. poor. In ſhort, wich a ſincere Love of 
—ä — | — _ _— it is im- 

oſſible to periſh,” and without it is impofſ- 
fible ta be ſayed. I ſpeak with. the 
Tongues f Men and Angels, ſays St. PAL; 
. ſbould have Prophecy and new all 
Myfterias, and all Knowledge, and if, I 
ſhould: baue all Faith, fo that I could remove 
Mountasns 51... If 1: ſhould diſtribute all; my 
Goods::ito the Meat for the Poor, Nor 1 
and haue not Cbunity, 1 am nothing. it 
duotb profit me nothing. Not Eloquence, ce. 
Wiſdom, and Knowledge then {you} ſee; . 
not dhe ſtrongeſt Faith the warmeſt Zeal, 
no nor the greateſt Good · works in themſelyes 

* At l E 1 are 


eee 
1e 
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are rapable of Faiſigg you t 6terlſtng 
Life;-without béiag animated with pe 
- ſe Love of Go. Mb et berge elt | 
courted for Chriftis Bobr, nor itvenithe moſt 
croel Murtyrdom ſuſtaind for the Pairh-6f 
Chriſt: ean-ſave/ you froh Perdition/iifiit be 
not influenced by! a perfect Love fon Chcji 
above all <reated! 860 Obſerver hen, 
% avs St. Ferom; how 574. bod 
* 28 this ſublime Charity Shoulduxe ſuffer 
% Martytdem for the ſake of having our Re- 
= oo held inVeneration; ; ſhould merely 
lar A — baten 6ur" Blood 
utſt laley; Hol vgies bur 

iSd e eve 2 the reducingutour- 
5 Telves'ito- Beggary the Action would be 

„ fleſs very R 1 | 
&from Gon, and wN] morecRi 
* che Pöbrtüres WHC. P 1 — 
% tothe Cr which Vicory! mertis.“ 
It & Cg io, Chrifiats;* the greateſt hd 
beſt. Acidns yew cen perform have \nd\Title 
to a Crown of Sich . the ſovereign Reb 
tion yo bear to Gon be not —— 
ef them On the contrary your Beefidy* ih 
doing them for any ohe Bud than 0 
— 7u" Prof his e Majeſty 

with the Guilt” of R — It's 

eme Love of Go then whieht muſt 
render all you do Yeferving of Lie ever. 
laſting!) and without That, vain, fruitles and 
| * is all you can do. 80 ſoveraignly 
neceſſar 


"oftty'PEnSBCoesp,) 


| Hebeſſaty de Life cvcrlaſting 1s" aka Dian 
Virtur, this greateſti firſt "'Conitnlindititnt 
on which all others depend. I: vod b 


eee 5 fart” 0% to Straw 

II. AK'Chriſtians, ant ae reaſonable is 
{ not, chat you ſheuld render this Tribute 
of (Gratitude to your! Acious Gbp1Ishe 
not infinitly deſetvisg all the Affectidr 7 
eu pay Him? Eye biit the glory of bis 
Mijeſty wie the Eyes of y Fell, con- 
fider but the — his Power, d 
| the: extenBiveneſs f his "Goodrels" with 
Which he created all Things, governs all 
Things, and fiweetly diſpeſes af Things 
with Wiſdem and by his önly Weeds and 
how leelf muſt de kot appeny i "Four 

yes! yes! Why is it) you are charm'd itito Love 
for any of 108 Chentutes, but for the Iittie 
Excæliemieies you diſdbver in them 5/ Bit" ah 
how much mire ifinitly'' refined" are the 
Excellencies you admires how much mov 
eminently perfect in ODD, from HDH the 
iraginaryPerfections of ll His Creatutes little 
flow. Shall we then pill and difappoint 
our Affections in thoſe Httle ſhallow Rivulets 
 wheri'\we may ſatiate our Deſires in a bound | 
leſs Ocean of alk that is defirable by Hring 
our Affections on Ge hitnfelf Vo, 
ſoßereign Good; nevet det it de ſaid. RE 
mou all- our Deſire henceforth. O hat 
we could bor Jove ther as chou deſerveſt. 
But 


4 * — 
„ 
0 * 
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But ſince our Nature is inca pable of inſinit 


Love, at leaſt we will love — hencefor- 
ward above all other Things and to the 
utmoſt of our finite Ca A e 
And how Chriſtians, how can you 
to do ſo if ever you reflect on 11 an 
Favours he has  beſtow'd upon you? He 
created you out of nothing to his oven 
divine Likeneſs, gave you a Body capable 
of all the Fu actions of Life, beſtow d upon 
you an immortal Soul, capable of Reaſon 


and enrich'd with many Privileges denied 
to other Creatures. And Why all this but 


that after. a. ſhort Pilgrimage on Earth, 
you might be transfer d to partake of his 
eternal Felicity with him? Can you then 
love your Parents for the gift of Uk which 
they were only Inftruments under wp of 
procuring you; can you be gra to 
them 1 5 the little 1 have 
raked together as much for Love of them- 
ſelyes as for you; and yet forget the Love, 


the Gratitude vou owe to your eternal Be- 


nefactor for all you poſſeſs, and for all 
he has prepared for you without any 
Intereſt to himſelf? Even when you had 


forfeited all the Fruits of his immenſe Good - 


neſs to you, what did he not condeſcend 

to do to reinſtate you in them? 80 has Gov 

lowed the World, that he gave bis only be- 

eaten Son. Les my Gop and _ N 4 
1 


bfter Prvtncos®; 


 Aid'ft thou love this Soul of mine 


Souls of all here preſent, as to pour forth 


thy precious Blood to preſerve us from eter- 


nal Ruin. Ah Chriſtians what then ſhall 


we return to the Lord for all things which 
he has done to and for us? Let us give him 


our Hearts at leaſt. Give me your Souls then 
to offer up with mine. Yes, take O Gop 


theſe Souls of ours: for they are all your 
own. Accept theſe Hearts, this Life, this 


Love of ours. That from this Minute we 
may live alone to thee, that we may die at 
length with warmth of loving thee who 


for the Love of us did'ſt die upon a Croſs. 
- But was this all, Beloved, which your 


Gov and Saviour did to purchaſe Love from 


you. Where is the Inſtance of a Mother 


{ fond, ſo tender of ther Children as to 


feed them with her Fleſh, to give her Blood 
to quench their Thirſt. There have been 


Parents too who have laid their Life with 


Pleaſure down to ſave their Offspring. Nay 

there have been who have done as much 
for Friends. But hete the Perfection of all 
human Charity muſt end. For No Man, 
fays Chriſt, has greater Charity than be who: 


lays down his Life for his Friends. Yet this 


All-gracions exceeded in ſome Meaſure even 
theſe boundaries of Love, leaving his pre- 
cious Body and Blood a laſting Feaſt for 
you, in' that adorable Sacrament which he 
Vor. III. 7 foreſaw _ 
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foreſaw you would neyerthele ſo often 
flight if not prophane, and all to afford you 
freſh recruits of Strength and Grace and 
Lights and Means to reach more eaſily the 
Bliſs he invites you to. O my 3 my 
Saviour and my Gov how. wretchedly un- 

teful muſt we be, if after all this vaſt 
Profu rofuſion of thy Love we can forbear to 
love thee above. on things and love thee to 
our Utmoſt! 

Who ealbd yon, Chriſtiaus, you. 0 Gas 
tholics, to that 9 Church uy Faith out 
of which none can be ſaved but by invin- 
cible Ignorance, but Gop. For who cun come 
to Chriſt unleſs the Father-draw him? How 
many Millions are denied that Bleſſing which 
you unhappily unthinkingly ſet ſo light by l 

To whom do you owe the peaceful preſent 
exerciſe of your Religion, the eaſy aceeſs to 
the holy Sacraments, the Comfort of having 
near at hand the Miniſters of Gov, to aflift 
and ſuccour you. in Sickneſs, Danger, and 
Diſtreſs ; who has ſent me this Day to you 
to court the Love of Gop, but that All- 
gracious God himſelf, who asks of you 
nothing more than your Heart. How many 
poor, holy favorit Catholics of Gop this 
very Day groaning under the moſt cruel - 
Perſecution from Heretics, Mahometans and 


Infidels, in Ireland, in Turkey and elſewhere, _ 


remote from Church, remote from g "Ain, 
IT 


After PTFE COST; - 247 I 
Aſſiſtance, are now ſighing 8 — 
Prayers, after the Holy Durant, 'and 
after the Solace of a religious Exhortation, 
all which are granted you without a Pain, 
1 without ſcarce a Wiſh. - Ah Chri- 
ſtians! Can you then ſlight theſe. Bleflings 
becauſe 1 Can you forget the boun- 
teous Hand they. low from? Can you with- 
hold your Love —— fixing wholly on him 
whoſe Love is ſo immenſely Fruitful to 
you? No let him engr 


oſs your Hearts and 
Souls. Say with St. Auguſtin and me. 0 
„ my Soul if it be irkſome to thee to be 
te the firſt to love, let it not be irkſome 
te to thee to love again, be not ſlothful to 4 
© return Love td thy Gov and gaviour who - + 2M 
ts thee with ſo much Affection. 
ec 3X: y Lord, my Love, if thy delight 
&, „i 0 be.with the:Sons:of Mah; our de- 
ight ſhall from this Moment be forever * 
0 p in being with thee. ; 
Let this, \Beloved, be your study. 
| You'l find your Account in-it. However 
eat be the Number or Guilt of your former 
Sins, make but one Act of fervent, ſincere 
and fruitful Love of Gop, and all your 
Sins ſhall be remitted. For Charity, that 
is, the Love of Gop which is the Per- 
fection of this Divine Virtue, hides à mul. 
titude of Sins, as St. Paul aſſures us. O 
glorious Magdalen! what was the Hyſſop | 
| p Z5 SM which g 
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which ſo ſuddenly effaced thy Sins and 
made thee fo acceptable a Penitent to Chriſt? 
Ah Chriſtians! It was this Love of Gon. 
Many Sins are forgiven ber, ſays Enkisr, 
becauſe ſhe greatly loved. 0 give us dear 
Saviour of our Souls this purifying Love. 

Sprinkle us with this Hyſſop and wwe | ſhatl 
be cleanſed, waſh' us with it and ue 

be made whiter than Snow. It was this 
holy Charity which made Abralum te- 
nounee all the Ties of Blood and Nature 
to ſacrifice his dear and only Child to the 
divine Pleaſure. By doing which he not 


only obtain d the Life of that Child back 


again from Gop, but even the perpetuation 
of his Poſterity. It was this which made 
the three Children prefer the Honour of 
the Almighty to the empty Promiſes of 
Men, and boldly to chuſe rather the moſt 
cruel Death than commit a voluntary Breach 
of his ſacred Laws, In Recompence of 
which they were not only. honour'd with 
the Almighty's ſingular Grace and Favour, 
but miraculouſſy preſerved: by. his Omni- 
potence from the Attempts of their Ene- 
mies and the Rage of a flaming Furhnace. 
And it is this which if you have Recourſe 

to it, Chriſtians, will not only preſerve 

and protect you from all the Miſeries of 
a preſent and a future State but even ſecure. 


you the everlaſting Life you wiſh to poſſeſs, 
N 9 The 


2 aſter PENTECOST; KO, 

The Love of Gon; ſays Caſſiodor, is 
* to Virtue a kind of enlivening Shower, 
„ hich makes it ſhoot forth a kind of 


< bliſsful Satisfaction, till it ripens into the 
r holieſt Fruits. Do you ask me then, 


Chriſtians, by doing what' you ſhall poſſeſs 
Life everlaſting. Let me then in my Turn 


ask you with Chriſt: Mut is written in 


the Law? What is the great End of the 
Law? Is it not that you Love the Lord 
your Gop with your whole Heart, with 
your whole Soul, with all your Strength, 
and with all your Mind, do this and you 
will ſoon attain to the Second Commandment 


of loving your Neighbour as yourſelf. Upon 


both which the whole Law depends. Do 
this then and you ſhall live. Have a per- 
fect Love for Gop, and every Affection de- 
pending upon That will be eaſy to you. 
For that is the miraculous Love of which 
the Prophet tells you that Love is as ſtrong as 


Death. O ſacred, bliſsful, heavenly Virtue) 


What more can I ſay to thy immortal Praiſe 
then that thou had'ſt the Power to draw 
from Heaven to Earth the Lord of Both, 
and to exalt Mankind to Heaven. O ſtu- 
pendous Charms of Charity. By this the 
Gop of Majeſty vouchſafed to ſtoop himſelf 
to Hell, that You O reptil Mortals might 
aſcend with him to the higheſt Seats of 


heavenly Glory. Fix then your Hearts, 


your 


0 
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your Souls, and all your Wiſhes in him, 

Treaſure to yourſelves a Treaſure of Love 
in Gop, that where your Riches. are there 
alſo l ang may be. In a word, Love 
Gov, and hve > Life of enereaſing Grace 
on Bath ill you are lifted to an eternal 
Life of Glory among the Bleſſed. Which I 
beſeech, &c. In the Name, Ke. 
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Why was the Law then? E was put for 
Tranſgreſſions . . . that, the Promiſe. by the 


Faith of  Jesvs en wt be gives | 
to them * W | 151 [= 


\ 


a 34 daes 1 to ** you, — 
Ho abſurd is it therefore in 
the Abettors of that deſtruc- 
6 tive Doctrin to pretend to quote 
St. Paul for their Authority! The Apoſtle 
indeed in this very Epiſtle labours to de- 
ſtroy the oppoſit Abſurdity, to wit the 
Sufficiency of Good- works alone to Salva- 
tion, independent on Faith. For this is 
the other extreme of Error. But does the 
| Sorel of one * eſtabliſh _ 
j thing 
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thing in favour of another? No, ſurely: 
It is very true, as the ſacred Writer ob- 
ſerves, that Good- works or the Accompliſnu- 
ment of the Law alone are not ſufficient 
to entitle any Man to that Divine Inhe- 
ritance which was promiſed only througli 
the Merits of Cuzx1sT. For, if there had 
been a Law given that could juſtify, un- 
doubtedly Fuſtice ſhould be of the Law, and 
then there could have been no Occaſion for 
Juſtification by Faith in Chriſt. A Falſhy 
which all Chriſtians. are ſo convinced of 
that there needs no Argument to explode 
it at preſent. © But what does all this prove 


in favour of the Sufficiency of Faith alone 


or againſt the Neceſſity of animating our 
Faith by Good-works ? If Faith according 
to St. Paul, is neceſſary to Salvation, are 
Good-works according to him therefore 


unneceſſary? If the Inheritance of Gop's 


Glory was promiſed to our Faith? Did not 
the fame Divine Lord who gave us the 
Promiſe give us the Law ? Is the Law then, 
ſays our Apoſtle, ' againſt the Promiſes of 
Gop, Gop forbid, ſays he. Why was the 
Law then? It was put for Tranſgreſſions «... 


- that tbe Promiſe by the 'Fauth of Ixsus 


CHR1sT- might be given to them that be- 


lieve. - 


Lou fee then, Beloved, that to obtein a 


part in the Inheritance of Chriſt, Faith is 


abſolutely neceſſary and ſo are Good- works. 
8 labs To 


2 PTAMT BOOST. 


Fo be ſaved by Chriſt You muſt — in 


Chriſt, and how can you be ſaid to believe 
in whom you do not obey, Therefore, 
 fays St. PAUL, the Law was our. Pedagogue 
in " Chrih, that We may be juſtified by Faith. 
Four not the Hearers of the Law, are Juſt 
; PP, Gop, but the dbers of the Law ſhall 
juſtified, From all which it is ſelf⸗ 


evident that Chtiſtians can not believe in 


Chriſt to any putpoſe without Good-works, 
in a word, without . faithfully keeping the 
Commandments. Elſe why did 


Law. . 1 am not come to break but to fulfill. 
No, dear Lord, thou cameſt not like the 
Impoſtors in our days to throw all Order 
into Anarchy and wild Confuſion, to en- 
courage Vice and render Virtue irkſom. 
725 bleſſed Practice ſpoke thy heavenly 

urpoſe of enforcing, thy eternal Father's 


Will by Precept and Example. How 


op give 
them to his People and Chriſt confirm them 


to his Followers? Do not think, ſays your 
Divine Maſter, that I am come to break the 


33 7 


plainly bart thou told us that, He that 


ſhall break one of the leaſt Commandments, . 


and ſhall fo teach Men, ſhall be call'd the 
leaſt in the Kingdom of Heaven. But be 


. that all do and teach ſhall be call'd great 


in the Kingdom, of, Heaven. 


Ah Chri ians, deareſt Fellow-Chriſtians! 
\ Have you a mind to be great in the 


Kin Fred of Heaven? Take the Means 
inn.. Your 


„354 


8 y * , * 


* * 
. * 
* - 


On the Thirteenth 8 1 N DAY 


Your heavenly Maſter preſcribes to you, if 
you really believe in him. And c by 
teaching you to be great there I mart 
equally ſo myſelf, I ſhall hereafter when 
the Goſpel or Epiſtle of the. Day affords me 
the Oppottunity conſider Fach of the Ten 
Commandments ſeparately, But as a =o 
per Preparative to ſo copious a Subj e 
will at preſent confine myſelf to the . 
ſideration of the Commandments in general, 


concerning which there are three material 
| Truths worthy to be clear'd up. 


111. The Nature of the ſeveral Command- | 
meets and the Perſons they bind. 
II. The Reaſons: mm W Men to 
* obey them: And 
2 6p The Means to attain to a perfect 


| 


7 Obſervance of them. 


* 0 give | Undeiitaiing then, dear 
_ cd, that we may know they ſaving 
ani Laws, and give us efficacious Grace to 
4 practice what thou giveſt us to know, 
* that we may happily become as truly 
© great as thou would' t a have 
* us be 1 in Heaven ” es | | : 

Th The ta" of Gop ate the | 
La Laws which he has been pleaſed 


to lay down. as an er rule to Man- 


kind for their Conduct of Life. And theſe 
Eaws the Almighty comthudicated to us in 
ah |  threo 


„ * 


- * 
* — * a 
1 
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eier PENTECOST. 
three ſeveral Manners, by the inward Light 
of Nature, by writing, and by the living 
Voice of his Bleſſed Son. To infuſe the 
|. Senſe of them into us by the Light of Na- 
ture, he endow'd our Souls with Reaſon 
capable of diſcovering between the good 
they enjoin and the Evil they forbid ; and 
thus were they deliver'd to our Fore-fathers 
from Adam dawn to the entrance af the 
Tſraelites into the Wilderneſs; when he 
eliver'd them written on Tables to Moſes 


on the holy Mount to publiſh: them to hi: 
People. After which our Divine Redeemer 


at his coming ratified and confirm'd them 


by his living Voice in the moſt forcible 


; Terms; proteſting previouſly that he came 
Not to 2 the Law but to fulfill it, : nd 


then adding, that He that ſhall break one t 


| theſe leaſt Commandments, and ſhall ſo tea 


Men, ſhall be call'd the leaſt in the Kingdom | 


' of Heaven. But he that ſhall do and teagh 


ball be call great in the Kingdom of 
Heaven. And indeed, O my. gracious Sa- 
viour, what Title can we have to any part 


in thy Bleſſed Kingdom, if we neglect theſe 
Commandments, in ſpite of that Grace 
which thou has't purchaſed for us to enable 


' kt 


big price of thy precious Blood! 


I need. not tell you, Chriſtians, that theſe 


us to fulfill them, and purchaſed us at the 


Sacred Laws we are ſpeaking of, which for 
the Reaſon I have jult given you are ſome- 
„„ oh * times 
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times call'd the Law of Nature or the uns 


written Law, ſometimes the written Law, 


and often the Law of. Grace, are ten in 
Number. Yau all know them too well not 
to be inexcuſable in the many Violations yoy 


fall into againſt them all. But ah what wi 
your knowing them avail but ſwell your Con- 
demnation while you neglect to obey them 


To live peacebly and happily in any Com- 
munity, *tis abſolutely neceſſary to * 5 


5 a perfect good Underſtanding with the Head 


of it in the firſt place ; and next with every 
Member ſubject to that Head. As Gop then 


— 


is the Sovereign Lord of All Creatures, and 


has mercifully vouchſafed to admit you. and 
the reſt of Mankind into a kind of Com- 


munity with himſelf, without any Merit on 


your fide or the leaſt Degree of Proportion 


with him; can it be much for him to 


require of you a perfect Subjection to him, 


ellow- Subjects? No, ſurely you cannot 


— a perfect Harmony with the reſt of your 


be worthy of the ineffable Promiſes he has 


graciouſly - condeſcended to make you 


through Chriſt, without wholly and heartily 
correſponding with this his Diving dy rg 


by ready compliance with theſe few Com- 
mandments. For why was the Law, ſays 


St. Paul, but that the Promiſe by the Faith 


Jesus CHRIST might be given to them that 


| believe? In vain then are you Chriſtians, in 
yain do you believe in Chriſt, fruitleſs i 


88 | all 


a after PATA dos. 
all your Faith; if you do not animate that 
Faith with Good- works by ſteadily ob- 
ſerving thoſe few Commandments which his 
Eternal Father gave you, and he has con- 


firm'd to you. For, O my Lord, thou 


has't ſufficiently warp'd us that the Pro- 
miſe made us by the Faith of thee will 


not be given to us for barely believing in 


thee, Not all who barely own thee and cry 
fo thee Lord, Lord! ſhall enter into the King+ 
dom f Heaven but Such only as believing in 


thee do the Will of thy Father who is in | 


Gop if he had ſo pleaſed could with 
equal Juſtice haye given you inſtead of Ten 
Commandments ten thouſand, and all wholly 


concerning himſelf; and You, you would 


have been equally bound to fulfill them, 
Whereas his diſintereſted Bounty contented 


itſelf with laying you under the eaſy re- 


: ſtriction of Ten Commandments, divided 
into two ſeparate Tables the firſt and ſmaller 
Number of which relate to your Duty to 


his Sovereign Majeſty, the ſecond and more 


£opious to your Obligations to Mankind, 
And what renders the diſintereſted Gene- 
rolity of Gop the more conſpicuous to every 


Eye is, that You yourſelves are full as much 


intereſted in the Accompliſhment of theſe 


ſacred Laws as any of your Fellow-Crea- 


tures, and not only in the Accompliſhment 


of thoſe which regard Mankind, but much 


y more 
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more thoſe which relate to Gop himſelf. 


who has no other Intereſt in your fulfilling 
any of them than the gracious Pleaſure he 
is mercifully pleaſed to take in ſeeing you 
lay hold on the Means he gives you to at- 
tain to his ineffable Promiſes. O my Gop 
what Advantage can'ſt thou reap from any 


of our little Services, Thou who ar't in- 


finitly and unalterably Bleſſed from all Eter- 


nity, and to whom let us do all we can we 


are ſtill but uſeleſs Servant. 
And yet Chriſtians uſeleſs Servants as you 


are to him, you are ſtill his Servants, his 
Creatures, and all you have and are is the 


free, liberal and unmerited Gift of his 
Hands; and therefore if he had laid no 
Commands upon Vou with regard to him- 
ſelf, you would ſtill owe him Fidelity, Re- 
verence, Gratitude and Love. And how 
can yau ſhew your Fidelity ta him but by 
refuſing. to pay to any inferior Being the 


Supreme Honour due to him alone? Ho .] 


can you expreſs your Reverence. to him but 
by ſpeaking. to and of him and his ſacred 


Myſteries with utmoſt Reſpect and Decency, 
never uttering yourſelf, nor where it is-in- 


your Power to hinder, ſuffering to be ut- 


ter'd any eng 1 to the Glory of his 
nally what leſs Proof can you 


Name? Or 


give him of your Gratitude and Affection 


for the infinit Favours he beſtows upon you 
than to ſet apart one Day out of ſeven ta 
„ | Honour 


after PENTECOST, 
Honour Praiſe and thank him in public. 
' Now this is all he requires of you, for hini-- - 
ſelf, that you have no /irange Gops before 
him that You take not his Name in vain, 
that you ep holy to him the Sabbath-day, as 
a Proof of your Sovereign Love of him 
above all things from whom alone you re- 
ceive all things. And to what other End 
does he require this of you, but that You, 
by doing what you are bound to do by Na- 
ture may enjoy what he has mercifully pro- 
miſed you through Grace? How long then, 
O Gov, how long will Mankind be ſuch | 
Enemies to themſelves as to neglect thoſe 
Salutary Laws which thy diſintereſted Bounty 
gave them for their own Advantage? 
Are not all the Laws which Gop has 
given you concerning himſelf intirely, fo, 
Chriſtians ? Is it not to you that all the Be- 
nefit of fulfilling them will accrue & AhAg 
are not the Duties enjoin'd you to practice 
to your Fellow-Creatures equally* ſuited by 
your gracious Law-giver to your own Inte- 
reſt? Who but You will reap the Benefit 
of them? For whoſe Good but yours were 
they made? Was there not a general Juſtice 
and Charity required by Gop in Mankind 
towards Each-Other, what Safety could 
there be for any Individual of the Speties, 
and eſpecially for you yourſelves?” The 
| Strongeſt, the moſt Crafty, and the moſt 
Covetous would be daily plundering, 'tramp- - 
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ling = and devouring the Weaker, the 
more Simple, and the leſs greedy ; as Beaſts 
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deal with one another. It is therefore for 


the - ſecurity of every Individual of You 
that All ſhould be ſtrictly reſtrain'd from 
injuring the Perſon, Property, Peace or Re- 
Jutation of Any, in Fact, in Word, or in 
Viſh. And this is All which Gon requires 
of you in the ſecond Table of his Com- 
mandments relating to your Neighbour; 


„And this if Gon had not mercifully en- 


forced by his expteſs Commands, Nature 
itſelf and the Principle of Self- preſervation 
would ſufficiently demonſtrate the Neeeſſity 
of. Where then is the mighty Grievance in 


theſe Laws which can or ought to render 
them © irkſome to You Chriſtians? O thou 


all-wiſe eternal Law-giver ! Is it ſo much 
that we comply with Laws on which out 


_ own, immediate Safety every Hour depends. 


And yet, Beloved, this is the Summary of 
All the Ten Commandments which Gop 


has given you. And theſe Tou are indiſ- 


penſably bound to comply with, not ſo 
much for that they were written on the 


holy Mount, as becauſe they are the very 
Laws of Nature, of Gop, and of Chriſt 
who confirm'd them, and becauſe they are 
put for Tranſgreſſions, put as a Bar to you 


to teach you what Tranſgreſſions you ought 
to avoid, that the Promiſe by the Faith of 


Jesvs CHRIST, as my Text ſays, might_be 


given 
74 
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given to them that believe, that i 15, I hope, to 
3 
hs Alt Mankind : are alike and equally bound 
to obſerve them. For they are given to all 
without Exception, by the ſovereign Lord 
and Gon of All. None are excepted from the 
general Benefit they are deſign d to PE to 
All. None then can exempt themſelves 
or be exempted from a dutiful and total 
OR TO with them. | 7 | 
IL The principal. Reaſons however which 
ought to urge you All, Chriſtians, to a 
faithful inviolable Compliance with theſe 
ſacred Laws are thoſe. Which your gracious 
Law-giyer himſelf vouchſafes to give yon. 
J am, ſays he, the Lord your Gop. it is 
Gov himſelf then Who lays, his. Divine 
Commands upon you; That ſovereign Ma- 
jeſty which created you, governs you, pro- 
tects and provides for you: That Almighty 
Eord without whoſe eontinued Preſervation 
you muſt fink into your original Nothing, 
from whom all the Bleſſings you can wiſh 
or ſtand in need of muſt derive, and who 
is capable of inflicting on you all the Evils 
you 1 reaſon to dread. How dare you 
then, O reptil Mortal, break through the 
ioviolable Laws of the Lord of Majeſty, - 
whom it is ſo much your Intereſt to obey, 
ſo much to your Peril to offend. O heavenly 
Lord! Is it not enough for us to know 
Vox. =: Aaa that 
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that thou ar't our Gop, the Gop of Terrors 


and the Gop of Glory, to make us tremble 


at every the leaſt Breach of thy ſacred In- 
o e Fong 


But J am even, ſays Gop, that gracious 
Benefactor 4vho brought you out of the Houfs 
of Bondage. Yes, Chtiſtians; the Com- 
mandments are given you by the ſame 


All- gracious Hand which reſcued you from 


the Servitude of Sin and Satan, by Baptiſm, 
by the Holy Sacraments, and other ſince 


repeated Graces, by him who to ſnatch you 


from the Bondage of Hell gave himſelf up a 
Captive to the Rage of his Enemies, and 


ſuffer'd a cruel and ignominious Death, And 


all he deſires of you in return is, that you 


love him with all the Gratitude you are 
capable of and expreſs your Gratitude to 


him by a ready, chearful, ſteady obſervance 
of the few Precepts he has given you for 
your good alone, And O Divine Bene- 
factor! Is it much that we ſhould love our- 
ſelves truly by loving ourſelves in and through 
thee? Are thy Favours ſo fruitleſs to us 
that we cannot find in our Hearts to be 


Friends to ourſelves in the Gratitude thou 


uireſt us to pay to thee? 
If the Sovereign Gratitude then which 
you owe to your Almighty Benefactor, has 
no Charms to attract you, Beloved, to the 


exact obſervance of his ſacred Laws; at 


leaſt let your own Intereſt prevail with you. 
: IOW Kno 
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After PENTECOST; 


Know then, Chriſtians, that ho whole 
= 7 75 your eternal ane abſo- 
tely depends upon it. / you will enter 
into Life, keep the tos eee ſays your 
dleſſed Redeemer, It is not 8 for 
you to belieye in the Commandments and 
the Divine Author of them, nor to make 
an open Acknowledgment of that Belief 
in bare Words. You may call out upon 
Gop to the End of Life, 5 Lord; but 
if your Obedience to him keeps not Peace 
with your Faith in him, your acknow- 
ledging the Lord to be your Gop will only 
ingreaſe your Guilt, I I am jour Lord, 
— is. my. Honour, Goo. will ſay? 1f I 
.your Maſter, where is my Fear? No, 
No: Not all who ſay to me Lord, Lord, 
ſays. Chriſt, /ball enter into the Kingdom: of 


Heaven, but he wha: daes the will of my . 


Father: who is in Heaven, he... ſhall enten 
inta the Kingdom, of Heaven. Here then 

my Friends, is a plain Demonſtration how 
much your Intereſt is concern'd in keeping 


the Commandments of Gop, Vou cannot 


enter into Heaven without doing the Will 
of the eternal Father; Vou camot do his 
Will without fulfilling his Commandments, 
then without fulfilling them you cannot 
enter into Heaven, you cannot be ſaved. 
Wherefore, Beloved, if you think it your 
Intereſt to attain to a bleſſed Futurity, you 
wut think it your Intereſt. to obey Gop's 
A823 Precepts. 


\ 
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Precepts. For no One can ever hope te 
reach to any End who is reſolved to negle&t 
the Means. And that theſe are effential 
Means appears from what I have juſt. ſaid 
as well as from the Words of St. Paul in 
my Text, That theſe Laws were given by 
Gor on purpoſe that the Promiſe by the 
Faith of Jzsvs CHR1ST might b, 1 12 
them who believe. 2 KT: 


UI. But then You will tell me, \ that! 8: * 
lay hold of theſe Means You Rand in 
need of Others. *Tis very true You do 
ſo: However thoſe other Means are within 
your reach and therefore You are abſolutely 
inexcuſable if. you do not make Ale of 
them. 

The firſt Means then you ought to prac- ; 
tice to attain to a perfect Obſervance of the. 
Commandments: of Gop is a firm Reſolu- 
tion after the Example of Holy David, I 
have vow'd, fays he, and reſolved to keep the. 
Fudgments of {by Fuſtice. You, Chriſtians, 


as well as David have vow'd in your very 


Baptiſm to do this: But ah how few of you 
have gone beyond a bare faint Reſolution; | 
which, if it was not broken as ſoon as. 


made, was it for want of Will, or of Rea- 
| ſon to enable you to break through them ? 
' Your Paſſions, your Humour and your Ap: 


petites were not immediately thwarted by 
them; - or the greater awe you ſtood in to the 
Laws 


6 8 | 
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Laws of Men than to thoſe of Gon re- 
ſtrain'd You from violating in Fact the Pre- 
cepts which your Hearts perhaps inwardly 
broke. For O how very few among you, 
who ſtand here, can comfort yourſelves 
with the Thought of never having diſobey d 
one of the Ten Commandments either in Fact 
or Wiſh; and that for the pure Fear of Gop 
more than of Man! Alas all the Comfort 
then which now remains for you is, that you 
have it in your Power to make him amends 
for the future by renewing your Reſolution 
of Fidelity and keeping it till Death, But 
then Even That to be pleaſing to him muſt 
be extended to All. You muſt make no one 
reſerve to yourſelves of any Idol Vice. No, 
your Reſolution muſt extend to all Gop's 
Precepts. For he who fins againſt one part 
© of the How: 1 our Apoſtle, 7s made guilty 
. All. 
Now to put this Reſolution in practice. 
You- muſt have a frequent Recourſe to Al- 
mighty Gov for the Aſſiſtance of his Grace, 
Say then, O Chriſtians, and ſay often to 
your heavenly Law-giver with St. Auguſtin 
© Give, O Lord what thou commandeſt 
and command what thou Nr 1 W0- 
grant us, O Gos the giver of all Help, thy 
ſaving Grace to fulfill thy Divine Laws and 
then gives us ſuch Laws as ſhall beſt pleaſe 
thy Divine Majeſty. The great Obſtacle to 
your performing Gov's Will ie T — 
an 
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and the great Remedy your Saviour pre- 
ſcribes you againſt this Obſtacle is, Pray 
that you enter not into Temptation. Prayer 


* then muſt neceſſarily be a powerful Means 
to enable you to perform with Steadineſs 


and Fidelity the Will of Gop in the Obfer- 
vance of his Commandments. 

The next Means is to make the Will and 
Law of Gap your earneſt Study, for alas 
how is it poſlible you ſhould ever attain to 
the perfect Practice of what you, neither 
know nor labour to know? It was this Sa- 
cred Study which employ'd the Life of the 
Royal Pro, het. Thy Law O Lord, fays he, 

3 Day and Night. It was 
the frequent Application to this Study which 
enabled; him to reap freſh Deli ght . =. 
every. time he applied Himſelf T have 


7 my Delight, ſays he, in the Wards 


thy Mouth; And it was that Delight 
raiſed him to. ſuch a Degree of Perfection 
as finiſh'd him a Man according to Gov's 
own Heart. Ah Chriſtians, Chriſtians! 
You too, You all might become Creatures 
according to Gop's own Heart, would you 
but place your chief Delight in ſtudying the 
Commandments of 9, in Order to find 
out his bleſſed Will and put it in practice. 
But then to do this effectually you muſt 
have recourſe to Self- denial and Mortifica- 


tion. . They 2who are of Chriſt, ſays St. Paul, 


have cricifad their Fleſh 3 their Vi "oy N 
and 


und Concupiſcences. St. Paul by Experience 


knew that there is a Law in the Fleſh re- 


pugnant to the Law of the Mind, and there- 


_ fore was well aſſured that none can be 


faithful Diſciples of Chriſt, or ſincere Ob- 
ſervers of his Commandments; who do 


not from their Hearts declare War to the 


Law of the Fleſh, by Self-denial and Mor- 


tification, This he himſelf did, and this 
Vou muſt do to render your Study of the 


Divine Laws fruitful to you. If You ſub- 
due your Fleſh and" your Appetites; they 
will not be able to diſturb you in the 
Obſervance of your Fidelity to God, But 


O my Gop! How is it poſſible to ſerve, 


thee and ſerve the Fleſh which is ſo repug- 
' nant to.thy Laws? 1 


There is yet another Means | which will: 


render all the reſt eaſy to You, that is to 
reflect on, to convince and poſſeſs your- 
ſelves of this infallible Truth, That the 


Obſervance of theſe Laws is neither grievous 


nor difficult as your corrupt Nature would 
fain perſuade you. If you beſtow any 
Favours upon any of your Fellow-Creatures, 
you think it no Grievance to expect that 


they love, and be grateful and reſpectful to 


you for them, eſpecially if the little Re- 
turn they make you, you yourſelves: afford 


them the Means of making, and more 


eſpecially if you court their Gratitude by 


the encouraging Promiſes of freſh and greater. 


Favours, 
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Favours, Where then is the mighty Greve 
ance in your being required to Love, Thank, 


/ 


and be gratefully reſpectful to your eternal 
Benefactor, who expects no Returns from 


you but what he himſelf generouſly gives 
you the Grace and Means to make, and 
encourages you to by eternal and ineffable- 


Promiſes? You yourſelves are jealous enough 


of the Safety of your Perſons, Property, 
Peace and Reputation: And think it n6 
Grievance on Others to be reſtrain'd from 
diſturbing you in the Poſſeſſion of them; 
Where then is the Hardſhip in your being 


required to do by Others as you wiſh they 


ſhould do by. You, And what Difficulty 
can attend the Practice of theſe Duties; 
while you may have the Aſſiſtance of Gop's 


Grace to enable you to fulfill them if you 


will but vouchſafe to make uſe of it? 

It will be a poor Excuſe in the Day of 
Judgment, Chriſtians, for any of your Tranſ- 
greſſions of theſe Sacred Commandments 
to ſay with ſome Proteſtants, that they 
were impoſſible to be kept. The Evidence 
of Gop's eternal Son will undoubtly be 
preferr'd to any you can bring, and he wilt 
then remind you of what he has already 
told you that his Toke is ſweet and his 
Burden light. The Apoſtles, who will 
then be the Jury to give their Verdi& for 


or againſt you, will reproach you with 


having taught you the ſame, Remember, 


after PENTECOST, 
O Prevaricators St. Fohn will ſay, what I 
once told You> This is the Will of Gor that 
you keep his Commandments, and his Com- 
mandments are not grievous. And what, 
O diſobedient Chriſtians, what Reply will 
you be able to make? ETON . 
See You not then how much your eter- 
nal Salvation depends upon a perfect Ob- 
ſervance of theſe ſacred Laws? The Glory 
of Gop is aſolutely concern'd in ſeeing 
that either you fulfill them; or ſuffer eter- 
nally for not doirig ſo. Your whole Chri- 
ſtianity eſſentially depends in part upon 
your ſteady Adherence to them. For why 
is the Law, as my Text ſays? Is it not put 
for guarding you from Tran/grefjions againſt 
the Duties of; That, that the Promiſe by the 
Faith of JEsus CHRIST may be given to 
them who. believe? Will not the ſame ſove- 
"reign Lord then who has promiſed ever- 
laſting ineffable Rewards, to all faithful 
Diſciples of Chriſt, -who ſhall keep theſe 
Commandments, will not he, I fay; eter- 
nally and rigorouſly puniſh All faithleſs 
Chriſtians, who ſhall dare to violate them ? 
You then, O Beloved, are bound to com- 
ply with them, not only by all the ſacred 
Ties of Juſtice, Equity and Gratitude to 
Gop, but even by Self- Intereſt. For not 
only the Glory of your Almighty Bene- 
factor, but even your own Self-Preſervation 
temporal and eternal is at ſtake, Begin 
„Vox. III. B b b 8 then 
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| then Chriftians, begin this important Work. 
The Task is extremely eaſy, and the Means 
to effect it are in your own Reach. Renew 
the Reſolutions of Fidelity; implore the 
Grace of Gop to put them in conſtant 
practice; mortify the Laws of your Fleſt 
that you may make the Laws of Gop 
your conftant Study ; and the mote you 
ſtudy them the leſs Difficulty you will find 
in them; nay the DR they will afford 
you will perfect and finiſh You Creatures 
according to Gop's own Heart, Gov will 
honour You with his Love, when you 
expreſs your Love to him by a faithful 
Adherence to his bleſſed Will in theſe 
Commandments. For to this end alone 
did he give them to you, that you might 
have an Opportunity of ſhewing him your 
Love by fulfilling them for his Sake. And 
what is there ſo unreaſonable in this that 
you cannot comply with it. O my Go 
ſays St. Auguſtin, ** what is Man that 
te thou ſhoul@'ſt deſire to be beloved by 
* him, and menace him into loving thee, 
e by threatening him with ſevere eternal 
« Puniſhments, if he does not? Is it not, 
« O inexhauftible Goodneſs, a ſufficient 
„ Puniſhment of itſelf, nay the worſt of 
% Puniſhments to be without the Happi- 
« neſs and Delight of loving thee?” Ah! 
Chriſtians, what greater Curſe can befall 
4 rational Creature than to live one ſingle 
| Minute 


e PENNE EEE 
Miaute without loving Gov ! © Jove him 
then and Jove tim Lc in Jong his 

bleſſed Will in the Commandments he has 

[KOI Obey them with a. perfect 
urity of Mind and Humility of Heart. 

Do and teach them, that You may deſerve 

to be call d great in the Kingdom of Heaven, 

that the Promiſe by the Faith of Jeſus 

Chriſt may be given to Du who believe, 

Which is the Grace of pleaſing Gop in this 

Life and the Bliſs of enjoying him for 
our eternal ineffable Reward in the next. 

Which, &c. In the Name, &c. : 
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St. MATTHEW vi. 24, 33. 


No Man can ſerve two Maſters. For either. 
he will hate the One, and love the Other, 
or he will endure the One and contemn the 

Other. You cannot ſerve Gop and Mam- 


mon. Seek therefare firſt the Kingdom 8 
Gop and bis OL , 


PROMISED you laſt Sunday, 
Chriſtians, to explain to you the 
ſeveral Commandments of Gop 
in particular, when the Text of 
either the Epiſtle or Goſpel of 
the Day ſhall afford me the Opportunity. 
And what fairer Opportunity _ I with 
than that which the Words of my Text 


pre ſent me with? Seek a7 the es” 
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F Gop and his Fuſtice, ſays your Divine 


Redeemer. Gop then and his Fuſtice are 


to be preferr'd by Vou to All the Works of 
his Hands, and conſequently: to all other 
Beings - beſides himſelf, For there is no 


other intermediate Exiſtence between Gop 
and his Creatures. Whatever is not Gop 
Hhimſelf is his Creature; and whatever is 


what is this but «confirming and enforcing 
that Commandment which his eternal Fa- 
ther gave to his People by the Hand of 
Moſes, Thou | ſhalt not "have . an) flirange 
Gos before me? This is the firſt and 
greateſt of the Ten Commandments which 
Gop has given you, and therefore © this 
juſtly demands the firſt Place in your Study 
and Practice. Without fulfilling this, vain 
and fruitleſs will be all your Endeavours to 

comply with the reſt. And even if you 
could obſerve them, what would or could 


they avall you, while you fulfill them not in 


Obedience to the Lord who commands 


you? If you ſeek not his Kingdom and 


Juſtice before all other Things: If you 
place any thing cut of him, above him or 


upon a level with him in your Actions, 
your Thoughts or your Wiſnes; Vou have 
0 e ſtrange 
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| ſtrange Gods before him, Gop is no longer 
| 9 Sovereign, your Lord, or your Maſter. 
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o, the Beings you love preferably to, or 
equally with him are, your Gops. Tho? 
to ſpeak properly it is abſolutely impoſſible 
for you to love or ſerve any Obje& equally 
with him. What you do not wholly prefer 
him to, you muſt prefer to him. The Mind 
or Heart of Man like his Eye is limited and 
determin'd to one ſingle principal Object, 


and cannot tend different Ways. No Man 


can ſerve tus Maſters ; For either he will 


| hate the One and love the Other, or he will 


endure the One and contemn the Other. This 
is unalterably true whenever the Maſters 
are divided and oppoſit in their Commands, 
or the Affection and Services of the Depen- 


dences are not ſubordinate. There is no 


Medium then between your loving and 
enduring Gop and hating and deſpiſing the 
Commands of every Other Being which are 
not ſubordinate to his, and your doing 
quite the contrary. In a word, Lom cannot 

erve Gop and Mammon. No, my Sove- 
reign Lord Gov, thou ar't a jealous Gov, 


who wil't have no Sharer in the Hearts of 


thy own creating. How long then, ſays 


the Prophet Elias; and how lang ſay I 
bow long, O giddy Mortals, halt you on twa- 


des. If the Lord be Gon, follow him; 


but if Baal be God, even follow him. In 
ſhort, either ſerve Gop as you ſhould do 
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nounce to him and have ſtrange Govs be- 
fore him, For, You cannot ſerve Gov and 


Mammon. You have no other Chance then 


for any Part with Gop than faithfully to 
comply with this great Commandment of 
having no ſtrange Gobs of your own 


erecting in the Preſence of the Lord 
your Gop : to avoid which You muſt ſeek 


firſt and before all Things him and his 
Juſtice, To direct You in which will be 
the Purpoſe of my preſent Diſcourſe, which 
I - ſhall purpoſely divide into three Parts, 
the better to ſhew you, as. 


I. The Good whieh you are man 


to do. oy | | 
II. The Evil you are forbidden to prac- 

tice: And 7 | | 
III. To give you ſome uſeful Inſtructions 


towards complying with theſe great 


| Duties. | 


.« O thou dear gracious Gob, who mer- 
e cifully deigneſt to be jealous of theſe uſe- 


ce leſs Hearts of ours, O take them under 


te thy Tuition and fo inſtruct and warm 
te them with the holy Zeal they ought to 
ee have for thee, as that they may be ever 
* wholly thine. ” FER 


1. Every One of the Commandments is- 
a kind of two-fold Precept enjoining ſome 


Good 


| „ 
by ſerving him above all things; or re- 
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Good which is to be practiced, and forbid- 


ding ſome Evil which ought to be avoided. 
The Good then which you are directed to 
practice by the firſt Commandment. is, to 
acknowledge Gop for what he is, the Su- 
preme Lord and Author of all things, to 
Love, Honour and ſerve. him as ſuch above 
and before all things, and with your All, 
yourſelves even included. Now this cannot 
be done but by Faith, Hope, Charity, and 
Religion. You ſtand in need of Faith to 
acknowledge and pay that deference which 
is due to his unſearchable yet infallible Truth, 
from your ſhallow fallacious Underſtand= 
ings. It is by Hope that you muſt be ena- 
_ bled to rely on the all- knowing Infinity of 
his Wiſdom for the Bleſſings You want 
from his Providential Care. By Charity it 
is that you can alone be taught to reſpe&t 
love and prefer him, to All beſide him; as 
your Sovereign Good worthy all your Af- 
fection. And finally it is by the Virtue of 
Religion that you are inſtructed to pay him 
the Homage you owe to him as the firſt Au- 
thor and Source of All Things. 
Faith then is a Divine Virtue, a Gift of 
Gov in our Souls, a Gift which All may 
have for asking it, and a Gift by which we 
are enabled to hold for undoubted infallible. 
Truth, whatever Gop has reveal'd to his 
Church, This Virtue has different Acts, 
expreſt by the Divines in the following 
Foods. PE: Latin 
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At Prurscdsr!?! 3% 
Labin Terms, Credere Dun, Credere in 
Dun, that is in Engliſwß, The Believing 3 


Soy to be, and the Believing in Gop. The 
'Believing Gov to be; imports nothing more 
than the Steadfaſt Belief which in Spite of 
the moſt' Atheiſtical Diſpoſitions of Heart 
All Men muſt and actually have of the © 
Exiſtence and Eſſential Attributes of the 
-Almighty. And O the exalted Riches of | | 
thy Wiſdom, Knowledge and other ineffa- "44 
ble Attributes, My Gop!: How immenſe ö 
muſt not the Glory of thy Majeſty be which 
Can force the Acknowledgement of thy 
"Exiſtence from the corrupted Underſtand- 
Tngs even of thoſe reprobate Fools, whoſe 
flagiticus Lives and felf- reproaching Conſci- 
endes make them Sigh, and ſay in their 
Hearts, there is no Gob | But ah why do 
the Hearts of | theſe Miſcreants bely theit 
Ititellects; Why do they vainly Wiſh, my 
Gov,” that thou was't not what thou art 
but that the Guilt of the Crimes they are 
to Wicked to repent and attone for, makes 
them trempble at the rigour of that Juſtice 
which they know to be- inſeparable from 
thee ? The Believing in GoD/ is that Belief 
by-which we adhere to all the Doctrins and 
Myſteries which the Divine: Majeſty has 
been pleaſed to reveal to us by the Means 3 
of Chriſt and his Church. And this, O | 1 
eternal Truth how: can vt refuſe to do, | f 
„% 8 while 
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Verity, who neither can't deceive nor be 


manded us to obey 
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while wo belice thee - to; be, the Goh. of 


thyſelf deceived ; whilſt thou has't com- 
| the Church of. thy eſta- 
bliſhing, and promiſed to guide that Church 


into all Truth ? And moreover the Beliey- 
ing in Goy ſignifies that filial, Confidence 


and Truſt we ought to repoſe. firſt and 


; chiefly in Gop in all our temporal as well 


The other next Diuine Virtue, - call'd 
Hope, is a Gift by which you are enabled 
to rely on the Goodneſs of the. Almighty 
for eternal Life and all the Bleflings neceſ- 
fary and conducive to it, ;of:canſiftent with 
it; as well as for Grace particularly to make 


a right uſe of the reſt; The Acts of this 


Tongue and Steadineſs of Heart. And 0 


All-powerful infinit Wiſdom of my,Gop 1 
Who can deſpond or call thy Mercies in 


queſtion, whoſe unlimited Mightineſs is 
capable of doing every thing which is beſt 


for us, and »whoſe immenſe Knowledge 
cannot be deceived in what is beſf lor b,, 
It is by the Virtue of Charity, I told you, 


Chriſtians, if you remember that You muſt 
be inſpired to love Gop above all things, 

yourſelves not excepted. This is one 
the grand Duties enjoin d us by this Com- 


pe 
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.thee above all things in whom alone our 
Soyeteign Joy conſiſts. Can we have Souls 
and not repay, with all the Love we are capa- 


ble of, that ſweet exceſs of Goodneſs which | 
makes thee. ever watchful to exert thy in- 


init Power and Wiſdom to do whatever i is 
baſh for us ? 

Theſe Chriſtians, theſe then are the Di- 
uine Virtues Gop requires you by this Com- 
mandment to be poſſeſt of. And if you {et 
out in his Service with theſe, they will 
naturally beget in your Souls the hon Vir- 
tue of Religian. A Virtue! this by which 

you are taught to render. Gon the Honour 


and external Homage due to him; and to 


render them in the manner which the 
Church preſeribes to Vou. That is, in few 
Words t to adore Almighty Gon, as your Sa- 
vereign Author to ſerve him faichfully and 
to give him Tokens of your-Gratitude, 4 


and Reverenet by ſubmitting to the Doc- 
trins and pious Practices taught you by his 


avow'd Miniſters. Such are for Example 


the praying to him reverently on your 


Knees, the addrefling him with Devotion, 
the offering Lacrificrs. to him of Mortifica- 
tion, A dds and Thankſgiving, the 
aſſiſting frequentiy and decently at Hieise 


Service, but eſpecially- 1 when 


6 in 


394 
o Dear Wee en what need is there 
to command us this. Can we avoid loving 
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in your Power on Days of Obligation, ane 


much for and by us? 
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finally the approaching with Reſpect fre- 


| quency and Fervour to the Holy Sacraments, * 


And O Divinely - gracious BenefaQtor ! Is it 
too much for us to do this little for love of 


thee and in compliance with thy Bleſſed 


Will, when thou has t done and ſuffer'd ſo 


II. And yet This you are abſolutely, tho 
tacitly, enjoin'd by the firſt Commandment, 


and therefore cannot ſerve Gop but are Ser- 


vants of Mammon as often as you neglect 
the Practice of theſe Virtues. The Sins 
oppoſit to theſe are Firſt the Disbelieving, 
or Doubting of, any Truth which regards 
the Goodneſs, Greatneſs, or Wiſdom of 

God; Secondly the deſpairing of the Divine 
Mercy, building too much on your own 


Strength, or neglecting to recur to him in 


time of Need. Thirdly to hate Gop, not 


to love him, or what is little better to love 


him leſs or only equally with yourſelves or 


other Cteatures ; to , murmur at his Provi- 


dence, or not confide in or thank him for 
it, And laſtly to be ſlothful in his Worſhip 


and Service, by lighting the Precepts and 
_ Ceremonies with which his Church directs 


you to Honour and ſerve him, or elſe to be 
any ways acceſſory to the Sloth, Negli- 


gence, Omiſſion, or Irreverence of Other. 
N ö „ „ 


But 
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But more eſpecially oppoſit to the poſitive 
Injunctions of this Commandment is, the 
paying to any Other Being the Sovereign 
Honour due to Gop alone. This is for- 
bidden in expreſs Terms” by the very nega- 
tive Part of this Precept itſelf. Thou /bal't 
not have any ſtrange Gops before me. Not that 
the Almighty in theſe Words acknowledges, 
or allows you to ſuppoſe the Exiſtence of 
any Divine, Supreme Being, other than him- 
ſelf. No; All that can be inferr'd from this 
is a ſtrict Prohibition to you of ſetting up, 
in your Affection or Eſteem, any of his 
Creatures in Competition with his Sacred 
Sovereign Majeſty, or paying to Thoſe or 
any of them the Supreme Worſhip which 
is juſtly due to him and only to him. A 
Crime is this which you may be, and ah 
Chriſtians how often are you Guilty of in 
innumerable Manners. The Principal and 
moſt common Ways however of falling into 
this groſs kind of Impiety are, Firſt, in 
Oppoſition to Faith, the calling in Queſtion 
any of the Perfections of Gop, or perverſely 
' admitting a Plurality of Gops; the having 
recourſe to Conjurers, Fortune-Tellers, 
Dreams, Avguries, Omens, Superſtitions 
Scrolls, Herbs, Words, Enchantments, 
Spells, Prayers ſaid backwards, or giving 
Credit to any other ſuch prophane and ſa- 
crilegious Abſurdities, And O thou infa- 
. thomable 
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thomable Wiſdom ! What Indignity do not 


they offer to thee who preſume by Such 
narrow Means to dive into thy hidden Se- 
crets, who cannot know thee at all without 
knowing that thy Judgments are incom 
henſible and thy Ways unſearchable ! Se- 
condly you may offend againſt this negative 
Part of the Divine Precept by expecting 
from Satan or his Miniſters by ſuch Means, 
that Information or Succour - which Gon 
alone has the Power of diſpenſing: Or 
even by placing a greater Dependence ori 
Fortune and ſecond Cauſes on him 
and his All-ſufficient Providence. Ah Fooliſh 
| Mortals, if Gop is not your Refuge, whe- 
ther will you fly for Redreſs? Who ean 
give what he is reſolved to deny you? For 
What Gov is great as our Gov, ſays the 
Pſalmiſt? And what Sucour can you 
from him while you are mortally offend- 
ing him, by the Dependence you fix on 
Thin infinitly inferior to him. No: 
My Gov thou ar't too juſt a Lord not to 
diſappoint. the Hopes and curious Ex 
tions of All thoſe who impiouſly ſeek an 
Knowledge or Redreſs from thee, yet ſeek : 
it out of thee. For, thy Way as thy Pro- 
phet aſſures us, is in the Sea, the Abyſs of 
thy infinit unſearchable Wiſdom, and thy 
Paths in many Waters : The Track of thy 
miraculous Providence is not to be trodden 
285 5 "iby 
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be mortal Enquires and 7 Steps ſtall. nor 


be known. | 


If you want to be more fully convinced 


of this infallible Truth, caſt but an Eye, 


Chriſtians, on the faithful Daniel. In the 


ſixth Chapter of his Prophecy we are in- 
formed, that Darius placed him and two 


more, as Princes and chief Miniſters under 


him over the whole Kingdom of the Medes 
and Per The other two were nothing 
leſs folligitous, and perhaps nothing leſs 
qualliſied to execute Their important Office 
to the Satisfaction of their Sovereign than 
Daniel. But ſtill wich all their Sollicitude 
and natural Abilities, they were not able to 
keep upon an equality with him; and why 
ſo, — becauſe their Dependence, was on 


their own little Arts, and other vicious 
Means, whereas all Daniel's recourſe for 


Aſſiſtance was to Gon alone the Gop.,who 
created him, and raiſed him to the exalted 
Station he was in. Therefore, was it, ſays 


the:facred; Text, that Daniel naſi d all the 


Princes and Governors, becauſe there was the 
Spirit ¶ Go more; ample in him. This 
however the Princes were too much hood- 


wink d by, their Paſſions to ſee. They 


knew indeed that Daniel was inſeparably 


attach to the Honour and Service of Gop, 


but would not be convinced that it was the 


3 that | Supreme; Lord which 


ſecured 


* 48 


DB 290 


On the Fourteenth SUnDay _ 
ſecured _ to lim the Favour of his Earthly 
Prince. And therefore reſolved to make 
his Fidelity to God: as Means of deſtroyin 


him in the Favour of his mortal Sovereign. 


For ſuch was the Uprightneſs of this vir- 


tuous Courtier that they could find no 


Method to make him tevolt againſt the 


Commands of one of theſe Maſters, but 


by rendering the Commands of the IB. 


ferior inconſiſtent with choſe f the | 
superior. Accordingly they ſet about 


their infernal Device, hr dc hie 
King into ſigning an Edict, by which 
All his Subjects were commanded to transfer 
for thirty Days the Sovereign Honour and 
Confidence they owed to their Crcatof, to 
their Mortal Prince, a Creature hike them- 
ſelves, and the hel pleſsWork of his Almighty 
Hands: And that under no leſs horribl 


à Penalty than the being expoſed” withbut 


Redreſs to the devouring Rage of hung? 
Lions. In fact, the ungüarded *Monare 
fign'd- the impious Decree, and Daniel ſet 


it at Defiance. O imprudent indiſereetly 


zealous Daniel, you would cry, in ſueh a 
Circumſtance Chriſtians, what' a Raſhneſs 
is this to expoſe thyſelf th inevitable Ruin; 
How durft thou openly difobey thy — 
reign, or where is — Neceſſity of doi 

Surely Gop will forgive a Diſobedience | 6 


| n; where ſo much Hazard attends the 


9 8 


1 * by " 4 * " _- * 
1 N lac) * * F TM . 8 1 2 As, 2 g „ 
" r | 9 e 
" an Rane re * L * 6 
R go * 1 * 
; 8 Pa, =” > = ,v es 1 * > 


after PENTECOST; | : 
#beying him.  Has't thon no Regard for 
the Commands of thy King? No fear of 
the Rage of © voracious Lions. Ves, yes, 
Daniel would reply if he lived in your 
Days, I honour the One and tremble at the 
Others as much as you could do. But 
God commands me to honour and rely 
upon him, and my eatthly Sovereign com- 
mands me to diſobey my Go; which then 
am I to obey. Both I cannot, No Man 
can ſerve tuo Maſters at once where their 
Commands are ſo oppoſit. And ſurely Gov 
muſt. be obey'd "rather than Men, If the 
Rage of Lions is to be fear'd, how much 
more horrible is it to fall into the venge- 
ful Hands of the living Go» I If I diſobey 
him what created Power can ſcreen 'me - 
from the Fury of the Demons he will com- 
mit me to? But if to Honour him, I 
diſregard the Commands and Menaces of 
Men; He who created me and raiſed me 
to what I am, He who creates Monarchs 
themſel ves, and gives to Lions their Strength 
car ſecure to me the Favour of the One, and 
protect me from the Fury of the Others. 
It was even ſo; Daniel was | thrown into 
the Den of Lions; yet not to be devoured 
or Even moleſted: by them, but to -whet 
their Appetites for cruſhing. his Enemies; 
who were afterwards thrown to them for 
Food in his ftead, Ah Chriſtians! What 

Vor. III. Ddd an 


F %S Y . OED 
9 D 
> 4 ne 
h r 9 3 
— * 
By = « 
3 . 8 f 
4 = x 
** * 
3 3%" 
- , 
a] 


| On the Fourteenth 8 u 
an irfeſiftible Contraſt is here of the Safety 
of Relying on Gov and giving the Pre- 
+ ference to all Things in your Minds ani 


Hearts, and the Ruin which attends the 


giving away his Honour to Strangers, of - 
in other Words the erecting to yourſelves 
any firange Gobs before bim. The- im- 


pious Princes, the Servants of Mammon 
built all their ambitious Hopes on their 
own Artifices and vicious Means indepen- 


dent on Gov, and Gop diſappointed them, 


they loſt their Prince's Favour, loſt: their 
Lives, and,fell the unpitied Prey to their 
own Infidelity. Daniel ſet all Powers at 
Defiance to maintain his Fidelity to the 
Almighty, and the Almighty rewarded 
him even in this Life with a compleat Tri- 
umph over the Rage of Lions, over his Ene- 
mies and over the Heart of the very Prince 


whom for His Sake he had diſobey d. Can - 


you then Chriſtians, hefitate any longer to 
repoſe your whole Faith and Confidence in 
this All-powerful gracious Gop. No, my 
Gop from this Minute forward Thou alone 
ſhall be our Gop; No longer will we haue 
any ſtrange Gods before Thee. Henceforth 


de baniſnh'd from our Hearts every idol 


Inclination, which is wide of Thee. No, 
longer will we in Oppoſition to that Cha- 
rity which thou demandeſt of us love thee 


leſs, or only as much as thy leſs lovely 


Creatures. 
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| Creatures. | No more in Oppoſition! to out 


religious Duty will we ſet thy Truth and 
and Precepts at Defiance, by Schiſm, He- 
reſy, Sacrilege or Superſtition. No: Full 
orry are we from our inmoſt Souls that 
ever we offended ſo powerful; ſo wiſe and 
Good a Gop, by the perverſe Neglect of 
thy tremendous Morſhip in public or in 
private, or by the leaſt N we have 
committed in the Homage dus to thee 
from us. And to attone for this the beſt 
we are able, our only Study hereafter ſhall 
be, to Love, to Serve and Honour 'thee 
above all elſe, to pray to thee in public and in 
private with all 5 Faith, the Confidence 
and Piety which through thy Grace we can 
attain to. And rather will we ſuffer all 
the Deaths, which Diabolic Cruelty or Malice 
can invent, than ever once conſent again th 
offend thee by one mortal Bin. 
Bauch Chriſtians, ſuch is the Diſpotian 
You muſt be in to be faithful Obſervers 
of this facred Commandment. And now 
tell me I beſeech you, if You can, what 
is there ſo grievous in your practiſing the 
Good which it enjoins you, or in avoiding 
the Evil it forbids you, that you cannot find 
in your Hearts to obey it with a perfect 
Compliance. If there is no Grievance in it 
conſult your on Intereſt then by obeying 
4 as * Chriſtians; and that you may 
| N be 


— TI to $4 WIS TAIET I, f 2 , "i > "— 
- . * N . WS vo * I" ö % W 
- * * * % * % 4 We 
* * 


388 On the Fourteenth 8 UN n 
pe the better enabled ſo to do, 1 ſhall nos 
proceed to give You ſome Inſtructions 
towards the accompliſhment of this great 
| Duty. 4 -þ e 1580 Ib 
III. And what more can I ſay than what 
your Divine Redeemer ſays to you in the 
Words of my Text, ſeek firſt the Kingdom 
% Gop and his Juſtice. All I can add 
is that your own Intereſt is concern'd in 
doing this. You ſee and he tells you, that 
No Man can ſerve two Maſters, Who are 
not ſubordinate to Each-Other, and whoſe 
Commands are oppoſit. Thę Reaſon is 
plain, as the Heart of Man is limited to one 
principal Object Either be will lobt the 
One and hate the Other, or be will endure 
the One and contemn the Other. In ſhort; 
You cannot ferve Gop and Mammon. As 
often therefore as you neglect to ſeek firſt 
the Kingdom of Gov and bis Fuſtice, it is 
Mammon you ſerved and not Gap, Whereas 
St. Peter tells you in the Name of the 
Holy-Ghoſt, that Gon zs 70 be obey d rather 
| than Men. And what Bleſſings can you 
hope or expect from him, when' you have 
Recourſe to any other Being independent 
on or to him? . For doing thus you erect 
another Gop in your Hearts in oppoſition 
jo him and his Commandment which 
% TR. ox A 7 
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Suh, forbids you to have on e 
Sons before bim. n 
Is it not then, you i a perhaps, con- 
trary to this Commandment to pray to 
Saints, or to kneel before their r Relics, or 
any deyout Pictures and en Images, 
as the Words of the Precept itſelf ſeems to 
expreſs. No, I anſwer: After the manner 
which the Chu rch preſcribes and practices, 
it is not. We adore Gop alone with a 
ſupreme Worſhip and to him alone addreſs 
our Hopes and Vos as to our ſovereign Help. 
Jo the Saints we only pay an inferior Ho- 
wage as to his Favorites and our Friends 
and Interceſſors with him. So that all _ 
Honour we give to them is ultimately 

funded in him. Nor is it true that Guns 
lies pray to Relics, Pictures or Images. 
No, We are, thank Gop, to well inlteucked 
not to know that thoſe inanimate Things 
Cannot aſſiſt us. Indeed we | kneel; before 
them and externally revere them with a rela- 
tive Worſhip, referring all our Homage to 
the Saints and Myſteries they repreſent and 
remind us of, all which howeyer we ulti- 
mately refund in that great and Good Gon, 
whom we adore and magnify as the Supreme 
Source and End nat only of thoſe Relics, 
Pictures and Images, but even of the Saints 
and Myſteries themſelves. The Kneeling 


400% before ſuch Repreſentatiqns is only 
deſign'd 
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0 defign'd as'a ſecondary Means to cleyate' the 


Minds and fix the Attention on pious Sub- 
by the help of external Objekts. 
Wherefore the reſpecting them can no Hors 


without Abſurdity, be deem'd Idolatry, than 


the kiſſing or reſpecting © the Picture or 
Letter of 4 near Relation or intimate Friend. 
It is well knon by melancholy Experience 


that looſe and unſeemly Pictures will raiſe 


vicious Ideas in the Mind, and are there- 
fore judged worthy of the greateſt Deteſta- 


tion, by all Men of Virtue and Solidity. 


Surely then: ſome Reſpect is due to" ſuch 
devout Objects as are prefen ted to our View 
to help us to virtuous pious Ideas at the time 
We moſt ſtand in need of them, and when 
our common Enemy is the moſt buſy to 
raiſe in our Imagination every thing thaths 
oppoſit to the Buſineſs of Prayer. This Rea- 
ſoning will appear the more weighty t6 
Every-One who does but reflect on the Cor- 

ruption of Human Nature which is fo averſt 
to all that is Spiritual that it ſtands in need 
of every help to Devotion. And that De- 
vout Objects are ſome help to it, ane be 
denied. 

But to reaſſume the Thread of my Dif. 
courſe, You can now, Chriſtians, no longer 
plead Ignorance for any Breach of this Sacred 
Commandment. Beware then of being 


ths. 
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the ſeveral Obligations it lays you under, „ 
hold on every Means which may help Ton 
to the Grace neceſſary for performing it witn 

ever will be to make frequent and feen: 
Acts to Gop of Faith, Hope, and Charity, _ 


3 
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My Gop I ſteadfaſtiy believe in all. the. - WM 
Truths which Thou and thy Holy Church * , 7 
reveal to me, and am ready to part with . 


Life rather than ever depart from thy Holy 

Faith, to follow the Illuſion of my own fal- 

lacious Comprehenſion. I hope in thy 

Mercy, place a firm Confidence in thy pro- | F 

vident Bounty, and rely wholly on thy _ 

Wiſdom to direct me in all my Concerns. ©- © 

Yes, My Gop, I and all here preſent, love 

thee and love thee above all Things for thy 

adorable Sake alone, becauſe Thou only art 

above all Things lovely. 

Whoever loves Gop from his Heart will 

often be warm with theſe devout Senti- 

ments. He may truly be ſaid to love Gop 

who makes it the daily Study of his Life to 

do what he knows to be the moſt agreeable © * 
in the Eyes of the Almighty, But he can 

not be ſaid to love him at all who ſeeks not 

firſt in. all things him and his Juſtice. Do 
this then, Chriſtians, that you may fulfill 

this Law. Let Gop be your firſt View in 

all things, and poſſeſſing him, a1 . Fad = 

he : | iirent — nn 


4% Y Bees, all things you- can 
9 9 or reaſonäbly with either in 
File or in the World to come. 
| beſeech Gop of his infinit Mercy 0 0 s 
. conduR You: In the Name, Ke. 
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